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JENNY TARR

Morgan Tarr, 10, of Smyrna
received the birthday gift of a
lifetime Sunday as she was
brought on stage during KISS’
concert at the Cross Insurance
Arena in Portland.

MAGNUS STARK

Penobscot Theatre Company’s production of “Calendar Girls,” based on the 2003 movie of the same name, will be performed
through Sept. 25 in Bangor.

Baring their souls—andmore

BY EMILY BURNHAM
BDN STAFF

As actresses, the women cast in Pe-
nobscot Theatre Company’s season-
opening show, “Calendar Girls,” are
not afraid of putting themselves out

there. Performers are not, generally
speaking, a shy bunch, and aren’t squea-
mish about exploring big emotions and
ideas through their characters, all in front
of a live audience.

There’s a big difference, however, be-
tween baring it all emotionally and baring
it all physically, as the eight women cast
in major roles will do when they take the
stage at the Bangor Opera House, begin-
ning Sept. 8.

After all, “Calendar Girls,” based on the
2003 movie of the same name, tells the
story of the middle-aged members of a
women’s fundraising organization at a
hospital in rural England, who decide to
raise money for a sofa commemorating a
member’s late husband by posing nude for
a benefit calendar.

As in the movie, the eight actresses cast
as the women in PTC’s production will in-
deed be naked onstage — though with cos-
tumes, props and other items cleverly set
to hide various private parts.

“I can say that I didn’t think I’d be
doing something like this at this age,” said
Julie Lisnet, cast as Annie. “It’s liberat-
ing, it’s intimidating … when I was cast, I
probably should have just stopped eating
in April.”

“Thankfully, the script ensures that
nothing is really going to be exposed,”
said Alison Cox, who will play Jessie. “An-
gela, the director, and our costumers and
everyone here has gone to great lengths to
assure that everything is done very care-
fully … though it is live theater. Some-
thing can always go wrong. The prop you
assumed would cover you could not be

there for whatever reason. And then …
oops.”

Director Angela Bonacasa, in her di-
rectorial debut at Penobscot Theatre, is
no stranger to knowing exactly how to
stage something so that nothing bad hap-
pens — as a certified stage combat in-
structor, she has choreographed hun-
dreds of actors over the years so that
their kicks and punches are done safely
and no one is injured onstage during
fighting scenes. Going from sword fights
to lightning-fast placement of a lamp, a
food item or an article of clothing so

PenobscotTheater to
stage‘Calendar Girls’
through September
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Actress
Natalie
Portman
attends the
photocall for
the movie
“Jackie” at
the 73rd
Venice Film
Festival in
Venice on
Wednesday.

‘Jackie’ shows first lady
after assassination
BY AGNIESZKA FLAK
REUTERS

VENICE — Film director Pablo
Larrain said his portrayal of Jac-
queline Kennedy in the aftermath
of her husband’s assassination is
not a biopic but rather a chance to
look at an intriguing and painful
story from the point of view of the
former first lady.

Larrain was speaking at the
Venice film festival where “Jack-
ie,” starring Natalie Portman,
was premiering later Wednesday
and is competing against 19 other
movies for the coveted Golden
Lion, which will be awarded on
Saturday.

“I believe that Jackie was some-

one incredibly mysterious, proba-
bly one of the most unknown from
the known people,” the Chilean
director told a press conference.

The movie is Larrain’s first
English-language feature and also
his first movie centered on a fe-
male character.

“I’m not American and not
necessarily attached to their his-
tory … but I felt this was a very
beautiful and intriguing story,”
he said.

The movie shows Jackie in the
first week after the assassination
as she struggles to come to terms
with the tragedy and her own
grief. At the same time she seeks
to comfort her two young children

MAGNUS STARK

“Calendar Girls” tells the story of the middle-aged members of a women’s fundraising
organization who decide to raise money by posing nude for a benefit calendar.

Smyrna
girl gets
birthday
KISS
10-year-old meets
lead singer on stage
BY JOSEPH CYR
HOULTON PIONEER TIMES

PORTLAND — Most people
struggle to remember where they
were for their first kiss.

But for Morgan Tarr, 10, of
Smyrna, that first kiss happened
to be the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame group KISS during a con-
cert Sunday evening at the Cross
Insurance Arena in front of about
8,000 fans.

Tarr received the birthday gift
of a lifetime, as she was brought
onto the stage by KISS lead singer
Paul Stanley during the group’s
concert in Portland and stayed on
the stage for an entire song as
Stanley wrapped his arms around
her and played guitar.

“I was so nervous before going
onstage,” Morgan said. “But I felt
fine once we were out there.”

“Morgan is a huge KISS fan,”
her mother, Jenny Tarr, said
Tuesday morning. “She’s liked
the group for a couple of years be-
cause both Jeremy [her father]
and I are huge fans. We always
told her that if KISS ever came
back to Maine, we would take her
to a concert.”

The parents kept the concert a
secret and surprised Morgan with
tickets to the concert for her
birthday party on Aug. 27. Her ac-
tual birthday is Aug. 26, but she
celebrated the following day with
a KISS-themed party.

“It was weird how the whole
thing happened,” Jenny said. “We
got to the arena and sat down
when this guy came up to us and
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