
Iam not clueless. I realize that
most readers love to learn
about the ev-
eryday birds

around them, and
when I write
about unusual,
hard-to-see, not-
in-my-backyard
birds, I can hear
the groans com-
ing from neigh-
borhood homes.

Let the groans
begin. Today’s
column is about
ocean birds. Last Saturday, Maine
Audubon conducted its annual pe-

lagic birding trip. Every Septem-
ber, Audubon charters a fast cata-
maran from Bar Harbor Whale
Watch and heads into the Gulf of
Maine to enjoy the abundance of
not-in-my-backyard ocean species.
The trip is a combined sea-birding
expedition and cookie-tossing
competition.

The forecast for September 12
had me worried. The previous day
had been stormy. The marine
forecast called for winds to shift
but not diminish, with 4-foot seas
and patchy fog. In previous years,
I’ve seen a few unfortunate partic-
ipants hanging over the rail in
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BAR HARBOR — The Nation-
al Park Service invites all
fourth-grade students to
visit Acadia National Park
for free as part of the White
House’s new Every Kid in a
Park initiative. Students can
go to www.everykidinapark.
gov to complete an activity
and obtain a free entry pass
to more than 2,000 federal
recreation areas, including
national parks. Events at
Acadia include: Explore the
Bar, times vary depending
on low tide, Bar Island;
Hawk Watch, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.,
Cadillac Mountain summit;
Fire Tower Open House,
1-3 p.m., Beech Mountain
summit; Stars Over Sand
Beach, 8-9 p.m. Tuesdays
and Thursdays, through
Sept. 24. For information,
visit www.everykidinapark.
gov or call John Kelly at
288-8703.

BLUE HILL — Join Blue Hill
Heritage Trust and Blue Hill
Coop for a Great Maine
Outdoors Weekend Harvest
Moon Eclipse Night, 8:30
p.m.-midnight Sunday,
Sept. 27, at the base of
Blue Hill Mountain, Hayes
Field. There will be a tele-
scope on hand, hot cocoa
and snacks. Bring your
blankets, binoculars, time
lapse camera or whatever
else you need. Free and
open to all abilities. Parking
available in the lot and in
the field across the road.
Do not park on the road.

BRUNSWICK — Brunswick-
Topsham Land Trust will
celebrate 30 years of build-
ing community and the
completion of its $7 million
campaign with an evening
of activities, 4-7 p.m. Satur-
day, Sept. 19, at Farmers
Market Green at Crystal
Spring Farm, 277 Pleasant
Hill Road. Meal tickets $10
for adults, $5 for children,
free for children under 4.
Visit btlt.org/events for
details and to purchase
tickets.

FREEPORT — Stargazing with
Celestron telescope manu-
facturer representatives and
L.L. Bean staff, 7-11 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday, Sept.
26-27; 1-3 p.m. Sept. 27, in
L.L. Bean’s Discovery Park,
5 Morse St. A solar tele-
scope will be set up 1-3
p.m. Sept. 27 beside the
L.L. Bean boot at Discovery
Patio.

GARDINER — Gardiner Main
Street’s sixth annual Barks
in the Park, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 19, in
Waterfront Park. For infor-
mation, email info@gar-
dinermainstreet.org or call
207-582-3100.

HOLDEN — Talk and photos
by Karen Herold, who with
her husband and sister
hiked the Haute Route from
Chamonix, France, to Zer-
matt, Switzerland, 6:30-8:30
p.m. Thursday, Sept. 24, at
Fields Pond Audubon Cen-
ter, 216 Fields Pond Road.
Presented by Appalachian
Mountain Club and Maine
Audubon Society. Free and
open to the public.

HOLDEN — Full moon pad-
dle, 6-8 p.m., and lunar
eclipse, 8:30-10 p.m. Mon-
day, Sept. 28, Fields Pond.
Coffee, doughnuts and a
telescope available to view
from shore. Cost $5 for one
event, $10 for both. Canoe
rental with life jacket and
paddles, $5. Headlamps
and flashlights encouraged
for the paddle; flashlights
encouraged for eclipse
event. For questions or to
register, call the Fields
Pond Audubon Center, 216
Fields Pond Road, at 989-
2591.

MILFORD — Free indoor/out-
door workshop featuring a
woodland owner working
with a “stream team” of fish
biologists and foresters to
create better trout habitat,
8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Fri-
day, Oct. 2. For information
and to register, call Amanda
Mahaffey at amanda@for-
estguild.org or 432-3701 or
visit www.womenowning-
woodlands.net.

chris bartlett

A little gull sits in the Gulf of Maine.

Birding expedition in theGulf
ofMaine not for the easily queasy
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Josh Mowry (right) and Levi Ready construct a weir in Patten Stream in Surry on Tuesday. A group in Surry has been working for six
years on an alewife restoration project that is finally on the verge of paying dividends.

Each year — at our request,
it’s important to note —
proud parents send along
photos of

their young hunt-
ers after success-
ful days afield.

The sight of
those kids, some
as young as 10
years old, has ran-
kled some BDN
readers who claim
that allowing chil-
dren to hunt
teaches them the wrong lessons.

By contrast, those who grew up

hunting and cherish memories of
those early days tromping through
the woods say that there are far
worse things that children could
be doing than hunting.

Come Jan. 1, that debate will
likely intensify when a new law
takes effect.

For those who thought allowing
10-year-olds to hunt was a bad
thing, here’s a news bulletin you
may have missed: In June, Gov.
Paul LePage signed LD 156. What
does that mean?

In a nutshell, it means there
will no longer be a minimum hunt-
ing age in Maine.

Theoretically, that could mean
we begin receiving photos of
3-year-olds showing off their first
deer, bear or moose.

Practically, that probably won’t
happen. Most hunters recognize
their children ought to have
learned dozens of valuable lessons
before they’re allowed to tote a
gun through the woods.

Unfortunately, I had to use
the word “most” in the previous
sentence. That leaves “some”
out and may mean it won’t be
long before one of the “some” de-
cides Junior ought to be the first
3-year-old to successfully fill his

or her deer tag. Or turkey tag.
Or bear tag. Or moose tag. Or all
four.

Before we go any further, I’ve
got some questions for you. A
warning: Your answers will likely
appear in a future column. Please
respond via email to the address at
the bottom of this piece.

What do you think of the new
law? Should Maine have eliminat-
ed the age requirement for hunt-
ers? Will this make our woods less
safe?

While you’re pondering your
answers, here a few thoughts.

John
holyoke

‘Acelebrationof thealewives’

By John holyoke
bDn staff

About six years ago, a
group of concerned
residents in Surry
started paying atten-
tion to a problem that
had been years in the
making.

Patten Stream, which runs
through the center of Surry and
empties into Patten Bay, was
full of fish. And all of those fish
— alewives or other river her-
ring — couldn’t get any farther
upstream than the bridge at
Route 172.

“I remember coming down
here and seeing the fish bottled
up here at the base of the drop
and thinking, ‘This can’t be
right,’” said Norman Mrozicki,
now the co-chairman of the
Surry Alewife Committee. “And
then we just started talking
about what to do about it.”

On Tuesday, Mrozicki and a
group of Surry volunteers gath-
ered on the banks of Patten
Stream to talk about the result-
ing project, which is nearing
completion.

In the middle of Patten
Stream, a large excavator stood

ready to continue work on the
rock weir fishway. Come
spring, when the migratory ale-
wives return again, the volun-
teers say work will be com-
plete, and they’ll be waiting for
the fish, which will finally be
able to swim freely upstream.

“We’re going to have a cele-
bration of the alewives,” said
Susan Hand Shetterly, co-chair
of the committee. “They’re
going to come up here and this
darned thing is going to work.”

Mrozicki couldn’t hold back
a laugh.

“Incidentally, during one of
our first conversations we had
about this alewife issue, Susan
started planning the celebra-
tion,” Mrozicki explained.
“How many years ago? That’s
what she was shooting for this
whole time.”

Confronting an obstacle
Years ago, Patten Stream

was a healthy ecosys-
tem, and Patten Bay
was thriving with
wildlife.

Surry selectman
Dale Sprinkle said he
has had conversations
with old-timers who remem-

ber what those times were like.
“Years ago they said [fisher-

men] could catch as many
groundfish as they could possi-
bly put in their boats,” Sprin-
kle said. “Decades ago, it start-
ed dwindling to where it’s al-
most nothing now. And that
kind of coincides with this pas-
sage being blocked and the her-

ring not being able to get [up-
stream].”

Groundfish, like cod, eat the
alewives, Sprinkle explained.
And when the natural migra-
tion to Upper and Lower Patten
ponds was blocked, the alewife
runs collapsed. So did the popu-
lations of cod and other fish
that fed on them.

In many other streams and
rivers, fish passage is blocked

Project to restore river herring run
in Surry nears completion

See Holyoke, Page C2

See Birding, Page C2
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Josh Mowry works on a weir in the Patten Stream in Surry on
Tuesday.

What do you think about new youth hunting law?

See Alewife, Page C2


