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Response
to no
minimum
huntingage

In June, Gov. Paul LePage
signed into law a measure that
will eliminate the minimum
age limit — currently set at 10

years old — of Maine hunters.
What the practical age limit —

8? 6? 4? — will be remains to be
seen. As of Jan. 1, it will be up to
each child’s par-
ents, not the state,
to decide when a
youngster is
ready to hunt.

The rules for
hunting with
youths will re-
main largely in-
tact though: Chil-
dren who have
not reached their
16th birthdays have to hunt with,
and be under the direct control of,
an adult. Those junior hunters
will not be required to pass a
hunter safety course until they
turn 16, though many parents do
require their own children to do
so. One key change: Those adult
mentors will now be required to
have passed a hunter safety class.
In the past, that provision was not
in the law.

Until Jan. 1, the current law re-
mains in effect. The minimum age
for hunters is 10.

In an earlier column, I asked
Bangor Daily News readers what
they thought of the new law, and
understandably, readers jumped
at the chance to share their opin-
ions. Few thought the new law
was a wonderful idea. Some were
adamantly opposed to the change,
while others expressed varying
levels of concern.

Here, edited for space and clari-
ty, are some of the responses that
we received.

Brad Poll of Hampden: “Dif-
ferent kids become responsible at
different ages, and I suspect much
of that falls back on the parents.
My added comment would be, per-
haps we should add that all ac-
companying adults must have
taken a hunter safety course and
perhaps a current one that goes
into more detail about their re-
sponsibilities.”

Jennifer Goldberg of Orono:
“Two words [to describe the new
law]: Terrifying and irresponsi-
ble.”

Rob Greenlaw of Greenbush:
“I was ready to hunt well before I
turned 10, but not everyone is. A
responsible adult will be sure that
their child is ready both physical-
ly and mentally before they allow
them to tote a firearm in the
woods. One mistake messes up too
many lives, some will not recover
from the mental scars of an acci-
dent, either to themselves or an-
other. Hopefully, the adults will
be reasonable and make sure they
are certain that the child is ready.
They wouldn’t put them behind
the wheel of a car if they were too
immature, would they?”

Dick Bedard of Columbia
Falls: “One thing I can attest to is
that young people of that age have
poor judgment due to poor knowl-
edge and experience that just can-
not be packed into a youthful
brain, no matter how hard you
try, without the experience and
guidance that only a responsible
adult can provide. If the law as it
was written was not broken and
worked well, I am not sure why
the change was necessary.”

Danielle Beale of Hampden:
“My husband and I are thrilled, as
is my father, who I couldn’t wait
to start hunting with at age 10. My
husband and I are both hunters,
and our 4-year-old always gets
upset when we have to drop him
and his little brother off with
Grandma.”

Ryan Michaud of Greene: “I
understand that there may be
some 7-year-olds who are respon-
sible enough to hunt and to their
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Following the ducks
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When it comes to trap-
ping wood ducks,
wildlife biologist
Kelsey Sullivan says

there are only a couple of things
to remember.

“The key is to go where you
know there are wood ducks al-
ready,” he said. “And then put out
a bunch of corn. Get them hooked
on corn.” Places such as the oak-
filled woods along Souadabscook
Stream — the site of this season’s
trap site — for example.

On a recent morning, Sullivan,
the game bird biologist for the
Maine Department of Inland Fish-
eries and Wildlife, waded into the
murky waters of the stream to
check his trap and welcome a new
flock of recruits to the long-run-
ning international research proj-
ect.

Sullivan tended the trap, trans-
ferred 17 wood ducks into a large
plastic crate and carried them
back to his truck for processing.

During that process, each duck
was examined to determine age
and sex, and was fitted with a
numbered aluminum leg band be-
fore being released to fly — and
eat free corn — again.

Across the nation and into Can-
ada, similar efforts are ongoing as
hunting seasons approach. The
goal? Capture ducks that will help
biologists establish population
and harvest estimates.

“This is an international effort
[that has been going on since at
least the late 1950s],” Sullivan
said. “The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service out of Washington, D.C.,
maintains a database of all the
banding records, and they issue
the bands to us for free. [Biolo-
gists] get bandings of a couple
hundred thousand birds a year

across the country and in Cana-
da.”

On this day, Sullivan is check-
ing the Hermon trap for the sec-
ond time. For two weeks leading
up to setting the trap, he baited
the site with the food he knew
would be irresistible to the flock
of birds that live in the stream.

Sullivan uses whole corn,
which he said the wood ducks

seem to prefer to cracked corn.
And for birds that can gobble
down an entire acorn with no
problem, those corn kernels serve
as the perfect bite-sized snack for
ducks on the move.

After swimming into a fist-size
opening in a large, wire trap, the
ducks often find themselves un-
able to swim back out.

Banding birds helps biologists
track animal trends nationwide
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After trapping several wood ducks at a location in Hermon recently, Kelsey Sullivan, game bird biologist with the Department of Inland Fisheries
and Wildlife, bands a male wood duck before releasing it. Banding these ducks helps DIF&W keep track of the overall population.

Sullivan holds a male wood duck that he will band and release.

1-Minute Hike:
Owls Head State Park

Difficulty: Easy. The short
gravel path leading to the
beach of the park is wide
and fairly smooth, mak-

ing it a good route
for most types of
wheelchairs and
strollers. However
there are a few ob-
stacles. For exam-
ple, the narrow
paths leading to
the beaches of the
park were not
constructed to be
wheelchair acces-
sible. The 0.2-mile gravel road
leading from the parking area to
the lighthouse also is appropriate
for wheelchairs and strollers.

How to get there: From the
intersection of Route 1 and
Route 73 in Rockland, drive
south on Route 73 for 2.2 miles,
then turn left onto North Shore
Drive. Drive 2.6 miles, then turn
left onto Main Street in Owls
Head. Drive 0.2 miles, then turn
left onto Lighthouse Road. Fol-
low Lighthouse Road 0.7 miles to

the parking area of the park.
Information: Located atop

cliffs near the entrance of Rock-
land Harbor, Owls Head Light
Station has been a beacon for
ships since the early 1800s. While
today it is automated and no lon-
ger needs to be manned by a light-
house keeper, the tower still sees
plenty of visitors. Surrounded by
Owls Head State Park, the light-
house is located on U.S. Coast
Guard property and is open to the
public from 9 a.m. to sunset.

From Memorial Day through
Columbus Day, volunteers from
the American Lighthouse Founda-
tion’s local chapter, Friends of
Rockland Harbor Lights, staff the
tower to greet visitors and tell
them about the light station’s his-
tory.

From the parking area of Owls
Head State Park, it’s just a 0.2-
mile walk up a smooth gravel
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A rocky beach
can be seen

from atop sea
cliffs by Light-
house Road in

Owls Head
State Park in
Owls Head.
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