
Outdoors
Friday, September 30, 2016 Section C

bangordailynews.com

Events C3
Obituaries C5
Weather C8

Inside
Maine Skies C4

Thoughts
from a
tagging
station

On Monday, I headed to
Ashland on what has be-
come a yearly pilgrimage.
Come the first week of

moose-hunting season, the park-
ing lot at Gateway Variety fills up
and a steady parade of trucks and
hunters return to town to tag
their moose.

But the crowd didn’t consist en-
tirely of those participating in
this year’s hunt.
Of course, it never
does.

Over the years
I’ve come to ex-
pect plenty of cu-
rious onlookers to
stop by, and that
was the case
again this year.
One retired cou-
ple drove all the
way to Ashland from Corinna —
about 150 miles, one way — just to
check out the moose.

Others stopped by from Pr-
esque Isle and other Aroostook
County towns. And as always,
there were plenty of successful
hunters eager to tell their stories
to anyone who asked.

In the runup to that annual
visit, and in the days past, I’ve
been talking about moose quite a
bit. If you’re a moose enthusiast, I
bet you have, too. And since
there’s plenty more moose-hunt-
ing to come — the varied seasons
stretch into November — here are
a couple of moose-related items I
think you’ll find interesting.

Gotmoose?Maine does.
Really.

For the past few years, it’s been
hard to have a conversation about
moose without winter ticks being
mentioned. Some maintain that
the state’s moose herd is in huge
trouble, and the ticks are to
blame.

In Ashland, a wildlife biologist
checked out many of the moose,
looking for evidence of ticks that
typically don’t start latching onto
their hosts until a bit later in the
year.

Last week, I sat down with the
state’s moose biologist, Lee Kan-
tar, and asked him a pretty
straightforward question: What
do you say to people who say the
sky is falling, and that our moose
herd is dying off?

Kantar had just returned from
the 50th North American Moose
Conference, and had the chance to
talk with moose experts from
around the world. He said Maine
isn’t alone in trying to figure out
how well its moose herd is faring.

“The [status] of moose around
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Before Maine’s annual
statewide moose hunt got
underway this week, two
dozen successful hunters

had already bagged a trophy and
were on their way home.

Since 2009 the state has con-
ducted a five-week controlled
hunt in central Aroostook Coun-
ty to help farmers who’d been
losing crops to hungry moose.

“Moose like broccoli,” Lee
Kantar, state moose biologist,
said. “You look up there in
Aroostook County, and you have
this broccoli crop that starts
sprouting in the early summer
and which is quite palatable to
the moose and it extends into
the fall.”

The central Aroostook brocco-
li fields are surrounded by clas-
sic moose habitat, Kantar said,
making the cropland perfect
banquet grounds for the big
game animal.

“We were having a real issue
with moose eating the broccoli,”
Emily Smith of Smith Farms in
Presque Isle said.

Smith said she didn’t keep

track of exactly how much of the
4,000 acres of broccoli the farm
plants annually the moose were
destroying but said it was a sig-
nificant amount.

“It was enough of a problem
that we knew we had to work
with the state and other groups
to control it,” she said.

Working with farmers, land-
owners, outfitters, biologists,
game wardens and other inter-
ested parties, Kantar said his de-
partment came up with the idea
to designate five weeks leading
up the the regular moose season
for the controlled hunt in Aroos-
took.

“We really looked at what was
the problem,” the biologist said.
“In 2009 there were a lot of
moose in the landscape, and
there were also issues of people
driving into places they should
not be because they saw moose
in the agricultural fields that
was producing a host of land-

owner-hunter conflicts.”
At the same time, he said,

farmers like Smith wanted the
moose out of their broccoli but
did not have the time to hunt
themselves.

“So we started to think about
cooperative ways to deal with
the moose coming into the fields
and getting the farmers and
hunters together,” Kantar said.
“It turned out a lot of the grow-
ers are incredibly accommodat-
ing once they were brought into
the conversation.”

One hundred permits were is-
sued that first year, Kantar said.

“We limited to specific town-
ships [and] started issuing per-
mits before the regular hunt but
also to cover the critical time
when the moose were doing the
most damage to the crops,” he
said.

Those permits are limited to
Limestone, Caribou, Woodland,
Presque Isle, Fort Fairfield,

Washburn, Westmanland, Castle
Hill, Easton and Connor. Ac-
cording to Kantar and Smith,
the hunt has worked and there
has been a marked decrease in
moose damage in the broccoli
fields.

“We have not seen the moose
eating the broccoli the last few
years like we were before the
controlled hunt,” Smith said.
“Those moose, they really do
like the broccoli.”

The hunt has worked well
enough as the number of per-
mits given out dropped from 100
to 25 three years ago, Kantar
said.

“The hunt has morphed over
time,” he said. “It’s been very
successful, and that success real-
ly comes from getting such a di-
verse group of stakeholders in-
volved at the start.”

At the same time the number
of permits dropped to 25, Kantar
said, the decision was made to
designate them for a specific
population.

“Those permits now all go to
disabled military veterans,”
Kantar said. “It’s a situation
where we can remove the moose

All 25 expanded northernMaine hunt permits go to disabled servicemembers
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The five-week controlled moose hunt in Aroostook County is credited with reducing moose damage in broccoli fields.

‘River’ of songbirds stopping inMaine

There are 5 billion songbirds
leaving Canada right now,
heading toward the tropics.
Millions of Maine birds are

leaving, too. It’s a river of birds. What
a spectacular sight to see!

Except that you can’t see it.
Larger birds migrate in daylight.

Hawks need the sun to warm air
masses, lifting the birds over obsta-
cles. Geese honk their
way south in V forma-
tions. Double-crested
cormorants do like-
wise, though silently.
You can see all of this.

But songbirds mi-
grate at night. The air
is cooler, the winds
are kinder, and the
darkness is safer.
Predatory hawks
don’t hunt at night.
The celestial night
sky aids navigation. Days are for feed-
ing, nights are for flying.

When weather conditions are right,
many birds in a region take off togeth-
er and travel in small flocks. They
keep assembled by uttering flight
calls, short notes that are unique to
each species. Sometimes, on a good
night, you can hear them flying over.
It may be just a few “cheeps” per min-
ute, but it goes on until dawn. At first
light, they settle down to feed and
nap. You can hear the river pass over.

All rivers have eddies where cur-
rents swirl around obstacles. There are
choke points on migration routes where
birds become particularly concentrated.
Spring migration is famous for fallouts
— places where birds first encounter
land after crossing seas and large lakes.

In urban areas, green spaces attract
birds as they are settling down after a
night flight. Large city parks and ceme-
teries are famous fallout points.

Most birds are reluctant to fly over
water. If anything goes wrong, there’s
no place to land. Now imagine the
river of autumn birds that flows into
Nova Scotia from northern Canada.
The birds wend their way southward,
only to find that they’ve run out of

land at the southern tip. It is likely
that they explore the coastline, look-
ing for the shortest route across the
Bay of Fundy to Maine.

That route takes them over some of
our offshore islands. Matinicus and
Monhegan are obvious places to touch
down. Metinic is an island near St.
George that is proving to be a big
stopover. Maybe huge.

Biologist expectsmediocre
bird season for hunters
BY JOHN HOLYOKE
BDN STAFF

The leaves are still on the
trees, and there have been
relatively few frosty morn-
ings thus far, but the state’s
upland bird hunters will
still celebrate their own
opening day on Saturday,
taking to the woods in their
annual October search of
ruffed grouse and wood-
cock.

What will they find?
Kelsey Sullivan, the game

bird biologist for the Maine
Department of Inland Fish-
eries and Wildlife, said he
expects a mediocre year of
hunting, especially for

those seeking grouse —
known to many Mainers as
“partridge.”

“I would expect it’s going
to be spotty, patchy,” Sulli-
van said. “You might find
some good places, but over-
all, I think [a] middle-of-the-
road [season] is what we
could hope for. I don’t want
to get anybody geared up
that it’s going to be a bum-
per year, because I don’t
think it is.”

In midsummer, Sulli-
van’s colleague, Brad Allen,
hinted at a similar predic-
tion based on the relatively
few broods of grouse he had
been seeing.
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Northern parulas are among the billions of songbirds making their annual mi-
gration and stopping off in Maine to rest and feed.
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Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife biologist
Kelsey Sullivan shows off a ruffed grouse that was caught
in a trap used to study the birds at the midcoast Maine
survey site in September 2014.

“We started to think about cooperative ways to deal
with the moose coming into the fields and getting

the farmers and hunters together.”
LEE KANTAR, STATE MOOSE BIOLOGIST
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