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The faint hum of a sewing
machine drifts from the
room, mixing with the
sounds of rustling fabrics.
He sits at a table laden

with spools of thread, scissors and
empty coffee cups.

To his left, a flowing cape split
down the back fits snugly on a
mannequin, ready for a body-
length zipper to be sewn in. A
retro jacket of screaming neon
has been prepped for shoulder
pads, and a rack nestled into the
back of the room sags with the
weight of costumes.

Kevin Koski is only 26 years
old, but he plays an important
role in suspending disbelief. As
the costume shop manager for the
Penobscot Theatre Company in
Bangor, he does more than just
make costumes: He recreates time
periods, duplicates fashion trends
and helps transport audiences to
another time and place.

“I love pushing boundaries,”
Koski said of his approach to his
work. “Alexander McQueen said
he wants people to fear the
women he dresses. I don’t neces-
sarily want people to fear my cos-
tumes, but I love what that in-
spires.”

“Doctor Cerberus” will make
its Maine premiere Oct. 22 at the
Bangor Opera House on Main
Street. It transports viewers in-
side the imagination of 13-year-old
Franklin Robertson, a misfit. His
comfort in life comes from the
horror movies he watches Satur-
day nights on a black-and-white
television in his basement. Hor-
ror host Doctor Cerberus becomes
an important part of Franklin’s
life, delivering him from his reali-

ty. The play is a coming-of-age
story, chronicling Franklin’s jour-
ney into adulthood and told with
flashbacks to the 1980s — a time
period Koski has been reimagin-
ing for the past few months.

“In this script we know it’s 1983
and we go to 1987 by the end of the
play, so with that jump I know
that I have this range of time to
work in. … I love the ’80s. It was
boundary pushing. It was fun,”
Koski said. “People were able to
express themselves through fash-
ion.”

Koski, a 2011 graduate of the
University of Maine, came into
the role of costume shop manager
after working his way up through
the company, starting with a
pink-and-white gingham skirt suit
for “ Always... Patsy Cline” in
2012.

The costume process for “Doc-
tor Cerberus” began a few months
ago, starting with multiple read
throughs of the script, a lot of de-
tailed note taking and conversa-
tions with producing artistic di-
rector Bari Newport.

“What’s my vision on this?
How do I see these characters?”
Koski asked as he sat behind his
work space explaining the process
through which he and Newport
approach each show. “We sit
down and go from page one to the
end and hash it out. How do you
feel about this person? Who is this
person? We decide what their per-
sonality is like. What clothes
would they buy? Does their moth-
er buy their clothes? Do they do it
themselves?”

Playing the title role of Doctor
Cerberus and several other char-
acters is quick-change artist Mark
Chambers, last seen at the Bangor
Opera House in “ The Mystery of
Irma Vep” in 2014. Chambers will

play multiple characters in the
show. Although quick change is
his speciality, it’s up to Koski to
make the costumes work, too.

“We’re going to be doing a lot of
quick changing,” Koski said. “He

has another character he’s play-
ing in less than a page, so I have
to get him off stage, drop that
whole costume, get him in a new
costume and back on the other
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Pedaling by the
light of themoon
Lunar group raises bicycle awareness
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When the full moon rises,
they take to the streets, rev-
eling in the darkness of
night. They travel in a
group, a swarm of fast-mov-
ing masses, their red eyes
steady, staring. The head-
lights of passing motor ve-
hicles catch their illuminat-
ed forms, warning them of
potential danger.

They’re not creatures of
the night, but these folks
may be in costume when
they flip up their kick-
stands this month and take
to their bicycles.

Lunar Cycling Bangor
will hold its next event Oct.
27, just in time for Hallow-
een. The event was founded

in 2014 by James Reiss, a
local with a love for bicy-
cling. The monthly moonlit
bike ride is tied to the full
moon, a recurring event
that allows for flexibility.

“I thought it would be
nice to tie it to some natural
event — something that’s
regular but not the same
day,” Reiss said.

The group meets at 8 p.m.
every month in Broadway
Park, where they use the
light of the full moon, along
with lights attached to their
bicycles, to navigate Ban-
gor, from the waterfront
and downtown to Mount
Hope cemetery, among
many other locations.

The event has many pur-
poses, the most important

Expression through fashion
Designer transforms actors
in PTC’s‘Doctor Cerberus’
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Kevin Koski (top left), costume shop manager and costume designer,
prepares for the Penobscot Theatre Company’s upcoming show, “Dr.
Cerberus” at the Bangor Opera House. Emma Dean (top right), cos-
tumes and props apprentice, curls the wig for “Lydia,” a character in
the show. Koski (above) works on costumes.

Arts institute comes toMilbridge
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MILBRIDGE — A newly renovated
home is helping Danielle Woerner
bring the arts to the Milbridge area.

Woerner and her husband, Claude
Johnson, bought and renovated a
large home on Fish Point to serve as a
base for the Sunrise County Arts In-
stitute, which they founded in April
2014.

In January, the institute was incor-
porated as a Maine charitable organi-
zation, and Woerner and Johnson also
are pursuing federal 501(c)3 nonprofit
status.

“What we want to do is provide a
resource for people to learn and also
to share their art right in this part of
Down East,” Woerner said.

Active arts groups exist in both Ma-
chias and in Ellsworth, each about 30
miles away. She hopes her institute
can provide a more local outlet, she
said.

Woerner is a musician who teaches
private lessons and leads workshops.
She has a bachelor of arts degree in
music from Bard College in Annan-
dale-On-Hudson, New York, and a

master’s certificate in songwriting
from Berklee College of Music in Bos-
ton. As a singer and recording artist,
she’s been a soloist at most of New

Concert to
raise funds
formusic
program
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CALAIS — Calais High School
alumni Ken and Jane Brooks will
be returning to the area for a con-
cert at 7 p.m. Saturday at Wash-
ington County Community Col-
lege.

In addition to bringing their as-
sortment of folk gospel bluegrass
melodies and classic country
songs, the couple will be raising
money to benefit the Calais High
School music program and a
scholarship fund in their name at
the community college.

For the past four years, the
Brookses have given out two to
three $250 scholarships each year to
Washington County Community
College students who graduated
from a high school in Washington
County.

Two years ago, they also began
donating $100 to $200 to the high
school from the proceeds of their
annual concert in October.

“We thought it would be nice to
help out the high school pro-
gram,” said Ken Brooks in a tele-
phone interview Monday.

Funding for the donation to the
high school and the scholarship
fund comes from the proceeds of
tickets sold, Brooks said. Howev-
er, much of the money for the
scholarship comes from donations
solicited by the couple all year.

Brooks said he was not in-
volved in the high school music
program before his graduation in
1966. However, he had been play-
ing guitar since the age of 11, and
by his senior year in high school,
he was performing weekly on a
live radio show called the Jones-
port Opry.

“I didn’t think of myself as a
performer. I just loved the gui-
tar,” he said, adding, “I was actu-
ally very shy.”

While serving in the Air Force
from 1966 to 1971, Brooks was sta-
tioned in California where he
played in nightclubs all over the
state, he said.

When he returned to Maine in
the early to mid 1970s, he began
playing in dance clubs in Calais
and in Canada, he said. Back
then, his music was about 60 per-
cent rock and 40 percent country.
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Danielle Woerner sits at the grand piano in the studio at Sunrise County Arts
Institute on Monday in Milbridge.
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Duo’s performance to
benefit Calais High


