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Kris MacCabe, a Maine game warden who stars on the Animal Planet
TV show “North Woods Law,” signs the hat of 8-year-old Gavin Willett
of Monmouth during North Woods Law Day at the Maine Wildlife Park
in Gray recently.

‘NorthWoods Law’ nearing conclusion
By John holyoke
bdn Staff

Since its debut in 2012, “North
Woods Law,” an Animal Planet
TV show that features Maine
game wardens at work, has
proved popular with viewers in
and out of the state.

However, the Maine Depart-
ment of Inland Fisheries and Wild-
life has decided not to enter into
another contract with the compa-
ny that produces the show. The
show will end sometime next year.

Andy Seestedt, the show’s super-
vising producer for Engel Enter-
tainment, confirmed on Thursday
that crews are finishing up work in
the field and that the show won’t
continue beyond next season.

“We have film crews in Maine
right now, and will be there for

the duration of deer season,”
Seestedt said. “And in all likeli-
hood, we’re starting to wrap up
the series, yes.”

In August, Col. Joel Wilkinson,
the state’s chief warden, said that
the current “North Woods Law”
contract called for filming to wrap
up by the end of the year. The
show’s future was up in the air,
and in order for future filming to
take place, a new contract would
have to be signed.

On Thursday, Wilkinson said a
decision had been made in-house
— with his recommendation to
Department of Inland Fisheries
and Wildlife Commissioner Chan-
dler Woodcock — that the show’s
contract not be renewed.

“When we looked at the goals of
our project, which was to bring
awareness [to] the general public

and the sporting public of the du-
ties of wardens and what they do,
we feel we met that kind of goal
for us. We feel like we’ve met it
very well,” Wilkinson said. “We
also feel like there’s only so much
material that you can cover in
each season. We feel that it’s im-
portant for the show to go out
doing really well. And at this
time, everybody needs a break.”

Despite what he describes as a
good relationship with the Maine
Warden Service and the Maine
Department of Inland Fisheries
and Wildlife, Seestedt confirmed
that a new contract agreement
could not be reached.

The show has developed a de-
voted fan base in its four years on
the air. Engel Entertainment, the
company that produces the show

1-Minute
Hike:
Barnard
Mountain

Difficulty: Moderate. The hike
is 4 miles, out and back. About
half the hike is along an old log-
ging road, and the rest is on a
footpath that gradually climbs the
mountain, switchbacking through
the forest to a beautiful outlook
near the summit, which rises
1,621 feet above sea level. Exposed
tree roots and rocky areas will re-
quire you to watch your step.

How to get there: The trail-
head for Barnard Mountain is off
the Katahdin
Loop Road in a
day use section of
the Katahdin
Woods and Wa-
ters Recreation
Area, which abuts
Baxter State Park
east of Katahdin.
Katahdin Loop
Road is gravel
and is only appro-
priate for vehicles with four-
wheel drive because of steep
grades and washed out, rocky sec-
tions of the road. The road is not
plowed during the winter and is
closed during mud season.

To get there, start at on Route
11 at the center of Stacyville —
north of Millinocket and Medway
— and turn left onto Swift Brook
Road, which is a seasonal gravel
road. Set your odometer to zero.

In about 1 mile, you’ll cross
Swift Brook on a bridge. At about
5.2 miles, veer left. At about 7
miles, you’ll cross over the East
Branch of the Penobscot River on
a fairly long one-lane bridge high
above the water.

If it seems like you’re in the
middle of nowhere, you’re on the
right track.

At 9.8 miles, you’ll pass by
Sandbank Stream Campsite,
which includes two nice wildlife
viewing benches by a beaver flow-
age and a kiosk with a recreation
area map posted on it. At 10.1
miles, you’ll pass a sign for the
recreation area and a brown gate
near some wetlands. And at 12
miles, you’ll arrive at the Katah-
din Loop Road. Turn right, travel-
ing the loop counter-clockwise for
the shortest, smoothest ride
around the loop to the trailhead.

You’ll arrive at the trailhead
for Barnard Mountain Trail after
driving about 5 miles on the Ka-
tahdin Loop Road. There are sev-
eral logging side roads along the
way, including a well-traveled
road that will be on your right
about 1.3 miles around the loop.
This leads to trails along Wassata-
quoik Stream to Katahdin Esker
and Orin Falls.

Information: Compared to its
giant neighbor, Katahdin, Bar-
nard Mountain is just a bump in
the landscape, but it’s a great lit-
tle mountain for those looking for
a short hike with a big reward.
The Barnard Mountain Trail ends
at an open granite ledge near the
top of the mountain, where hikers
are greeted with a spectacular
view of Baxter State Park, with
Katahdin front and center.

Rising 1,621 feet above sea
level, Barnard Mountain is one of
several mountains located in the
Katahdin Woods and Waters Rec-
reation Area, approximately

Why is this
fawn still
nursing?

Ever since trail cameras be-
came so popular a few
years ago, readers have
regularly sent along their

own images. We’ve seen moose,
mystery beasts and plenty of deer
over the years.

Over the week-
end I received a
message — and
photos — from
Leonard Crowe of
Carmel. He has a
camera set up on
a 26-acre parcel he
owns in Troy, and
the camera cap-
tured images of a
seemingly hefty fawn trying to
nurse on its mother.

“I find it very interesting that
the fawn is still nursing this late
in the season,” Crowe said of the
image, which was captured Nov. 3
“The fawn is almost as big as the
mother, so it does not seem to be
late birth.”

I sent the photos to Kyle Rava-
na, deer biologist for the Maine
Department of Inland Fisheries
and Wildlife, and asked for his
help.

In particular, I asked Ravana
whether this kind of behavior is
normal — and, if it’s not, why is it
taking place?

“Nursing begins when the fawn
is able to stand and begin to feed
and will continue until the doe be-
gins weaning the fawn, via de-
creased milk production, around 2
to 2½ months later,” Ravana
wrote. “For all intents and pur-
poses, most fawns are functional-
ly weaned and are ruminating
after this point in time.”

So it would seem a fawn this
size would be consuming a tradi-
tional diet and wouldn’t still be
nursing.

But Ravana said that’s not al-
ways the case.

“That said, occasional nursing
may occur during a fawn’s first
autumn but is most likely more of
a social interaction between the
fawn and doe,” Ravana wrote. “In
general, most does are not recep-
tive to nursing at this point in
time. The doe in the pictures does
not appear to be receptive to it,
looks mildly agitated, and appears
to move off as the fawn attempts
to nurse.

“Like [the reader states], I also
would not attribute this to a late
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Park managers, rangers, scientists, trail volunteers and educators take in a view of Mount Katahdin from
the shore of Millinocket Lake at the ninth Northeast Alpine Stewardship Gathering recently. The event was
held at New England Outdoor Center’s Twin Pine Cabins in Millinocket and hosted by Baxter State Park,
Friends of Baxter State Park and the Waterman Fund.

Future Mountains
Conservationists gather for planning, inspiration
By aislinn sarnacki
bdn Staff

Big names in wilderness conservation,
outdoor recreation and alpine research
from around the Northeast traveled to
Millinocket last weekend for the ninth

Northeast Alpine Stewardship Gathering to
tackle some of the biggest issues facing moun-
tains.

This year’s gathering, held Nov. 6-8 at the
outskirts of Baxter State Park, is the farthest
north it has ever been held. Yet outdoor pro-
fessionals came from as far away as the Ad-
irondack Mountains to attend the event,
which included panel discussions, presenta-
tions and field trips showcasing the Katahdin
area.

“The gathering is a place for everyone who
works with alpine preservation or protection
or education to come together and be able to
share their tools and techniques,” said Jean
Hoekwater, naturalist at Baxter State Park
and a lead organizer of the event.

“And I guess I’d have to say it’s also for in-
spiration,” she added, “to infuse us all with
energy for the work ahead.”

Baxter State Park co-hosted the event at the
New England Outdoor Center Twin Pine Cab-
ins and River Drivers Restaurant in Milli-
nocket with the nonprofit Friends of Baxter

State Park and the Waterman Fund.
The biennial gathering was founded by the

late Guy Waterman and his wife, Laura Water-
man, co-authors of the 1993 book “Wilderness
Ethics: Preserving the Spirit of Wildness,” an
important text among alpine stewards.

“[The spirit of wildness] can’t be taught in
the classroom,” Waterman said Saturday,
speaking before attendees gathered on the
shore of Millinocket Lake. “You have to get
out there in it.”

Since Guy Waterman’s death in 2000, Laura
Waterman has continued to attend and speak
at the gatherings, sharing her perspective on
the conservation of wild places.

The programming for the annual event is
created through a group effort with many or-
ganizations, agencies and professionals con-
tributing.

“It requires so many people that by the time
the gathering happens, almost everyone who’s
attending has a part in it,” Hoekwater said.
“They either planned it, or they’re presenting
on a panel, or they’re moderating, or their
dealing with field trip logistics. … It takes a
village. It requires you to work together just to
pull it off, and then people really enjoy it be-
cause they all have a part.”

Because of the venue being so far north,
event organizers expected to have no more
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An eaglet
(left) perches
in a tree in
Bangor while
an adult eagle
keeps an eye
out. The nest
is occupied by
“Bangor
Mom,” an
eagle that fell
ill in 2014.
That eagle
found a new
mate and
successfully
raised two
eaglets this
summer.

‘BangorMom’ eaglemeets newmate

By John holyoke
bdn Staff

BANGOR — The adult female
bald eagle that fell ill in down-
town Bangor more than a year
ago has had a productive year
since her rehabilitation and re-
lease into the wild.

Erynn Call, a wildlife biologist
who serves as the raptor special-
ist for the Maine Department of
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife,
said the eagle some call “Bangor
Mom” found a new mate, and the
duo raised a pair of eaglets this
summer.

“There was a period when [the
eaglets] were learning how to fly,

Pair raise eaglets
over summer
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