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From sushi to steaks to the crustless
sandwich in a school kid’s lunchbox,
tuna is everywhere. According to
worldwide environmental organiza-

tion Greenpeace, that’s the problem. They
warn that the global demand for the versa-
tile fish is fueling an industry that’s over-
fishing the oceans, decimating other ma-
rine life and exploiting its workers.

This fall, Portland artist Aaron Staples,
35, teamed-up with Greenpeace to try to do
something about it.

Staples created three, 4-by-3-foot, paint-
ings of the the most sought after tuna spe-
cies to be the face of the organization’s
“Not Just Tuna” campaign. Greenpeace
wants consumers to only buy sustainable,
ethical and fair tuna products.

“It’s really an honor,” Staples said, sip-
ping coffee at a shop beside his West End
home where he paints. “I’m very proud to
be able to lend my small voice to this larg-
er campaign in a meaningful way.”

Staples works in the Asian sumi-e style,
using only black ink made from lamp soot.
He grew up in Lincoln and Bar Harbor,
coming to Portland to study graphic de-
sign at the Maine College of Art. While
taking a Japanese calligraphy course, as a
break from computer-intensive classes, he
was introduced to the technique. The

brush, as opposed to a pen, gives him con-
trol over the flow and width of each line,
creating subtle variations and apparent
depth.

“You just kind of get into this spot
where everything else is swept from your
mind except concentrating on the move-
ment of that liquid,” he said. “It is a very
meditative state.”

Staples makes his living painting com-
missioned pieces and creating company
logos. He was introduced to Greenpeace
through The VIA agency, an advertising

firm in Portland where he used to work.
“They commissioned three pieces, one

each to sort of focus on the issues of the
tuna industry,” he said.

Greenpeace communications director
Molly Dorozenski said the organization
was impressed by Staples’ previous work
that drew on the natural world for inspira-
tion, as well as his ability to convey a mes-
sage without words.

“We were immediately taken with his
ability to distill complex ideas into beauti-
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Portland artist Aaron Staples paints a detailed picture of an oyster shell, using nothing more than black ink, in a spare bedroom at
his house in the West End. The international environmental organization Greenpeace tapped Staples to make art for its yearlong
“Not Just Tuna” campaign this fall.

Telling
tales of
making
paper
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Bucksport’s stories
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When Verso Paper Corp. in
Bucksport closed, a way of life
died. A history had already start-
ed to crumble, and a once thriving
enterprise began to fade from the
town’s landscape, almost ceasing
to exist.

Left — in the form of a painful
reminder — is the quiet, almost
skeletal sprawl of the mill.

And the memories.
Bucksport poet laureate Pat

Ranzoni watched as it all hap-
pened and was grieving as well,
longing for a time that seemed to
be disappearing — a time of pa-
permaking families.

“When they announced the mill
was going to close I began to see
how much it felt like a death and
realized that it wasn’t like a death
— it was, in fact, a death,” Ranzo-
ni said.

So she decided to do something
about it.

Words are Ranzoni’s power.
She turned to them in her time of
need and created a public display
called “Still Mill: Poems, Stories
and Songs of Making Paper in
Bucksport, Maine, 1930-2014.”

“I hadn’t realized how many
poems I had that related to the
mill, and at first, I thought, ‘I’ll
just pull those together and do a
small chapbook of my own
poems,’ but then I decided I would
ask other people to join me,” Ran-
zoni said.

The townwide display has
painted Bucksport with a selec-
tion of submissions to the proj-
ect, which can be found on the
“Poetry Route.” The route con-
sists of about 55 pieces posted
around the town in places such
as the local laundromat and the
Town Council chambers, among
many others. The broadsides
were created to remember Buck-
sport’s papermaking families and
are displayed with handmade
and vintage papers from around
the world.

Rick Doyle, a staff lawyer at
Next Step Domestic Violence Proj-
ect in Ellsworth, is one of many
who have contributed to the un-
dertaking.

The anthology will include four
of his poems, one of which is
called “The Pulp Cutter Speaks.”

“I am the pulp cutter. I am the
man / behind the skidder,” it
reads. “Twitch by twitch / I fell
and limb. Stand and consider, /
when the hinge gives way and the
tree falls true: / half sorrow and
flesh, I’m no different from you.”
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Greenpeace hired Portland artist Aaron Staples to create this painting of a skipjack
tuna, depicting the human and environmental toll of the tuna fishing industry. Green-
peace will auction off the original paintings but prints can be purchased at Staples’
website.

Drawing
Maine artist creates
three paintings for
Greenpeace campaign
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Miss Kitty
rests on a
chair at John
and Christina
Smith’s home
in Eastport.
The house will
be one of
eight featured
in the East-
port Area
Chamber of
Commerce’s
Christmas
House Tour
1-5 p.m. Dec. 5
and 6.

Downtown Eastport homes
open for Christmas tours
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EASTPORT — When John and Christina
Smith bought their house at 28 Washington
St., it was quite the fixer-upper.

“This house was a real challenge. The
front wall was falling into the street,” said
John Smith, adding that the water pipes
had burst and the house suffered from a
number of other maladies.

Now, just a little more than a year after
they bought it, the house will be one of
eight featured in the Eastport Area Cham-
ber of Commerce’s Christmas House Tour

1-5 p.m. Dec. 5 and 6.
“It’s a self-guided tour,” said chamber Ex-

ecutive Director Meg Keay. “We have pro-
gram booklets complete
with a map.”

All of the homes in the
tour are part of Eastport’s
downtown and are located
on Washington and Water
streets, she said.

The idea for the tour,
now in its sixth year, came from Keay, who
lives in a renovated 1830s house.

“I love to decorate and I thought, ‘Wow,
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