
Difficulty: Easy. The for-
est trails of the park have
been smoothed and surfaced
with gravel and include a few
wide wooden bridges and
boardwalks.

How to get there: The
park’s address is 95 Bayview
Road in Saco. To get there
from Interstate 95, take Exit
36 to Interstate 195, then take
Exit 2A and turn right onto

Main Street in
Saco. Drive
about a mile to
a four-way in-
tersection
where you’ll
turn left onto
Route 9 (Beach
Street, which
turns into
Ferry Road).
Continue on

Route 9 for 2.7 miles, then
turn left onto Bayview Road.
Drive 0.3 miles, and the park
entrance will be on your
right.

Information: Located on
the coast of southern Maine,
Ferry Beach State Park is
named after an old ferry

crossing on the nearby Saco
River, used by people travel-
ing along the beaches of New
England.

The 117-acre park features
a long sandy beach, a mixed
forest, Long Pond and a
boardwalk through a tupelo
swamp, a rare habitat in
Maine. Connecting all of
these natural features is a
network of easy forest trails

that totals about 1.5 miles of
walking. There’s the Tupelo
Trail (0.4 miles), Red Oak
Trail (0.2 miles), White Oak
Trail (0.4 miles), Greenbriar
Trail (0.1 miles) and Witchha-
zel Trail (0.1 miles). Also a
short trail leads from the
parking area to the beach,
passing under Seaside Ave-
nue along the way.

These smooth gravel-sur-

faced trails are generally
wheelchair accessible, with
some barriers. People who use
wheelchairs may need assis-
tance in some areas, according
to the state park website.

Interpretive signs located
along the trails help visitors
learn more about the history
and wide variety of habitats
found on the property. For ex-
ample, at both ends of the
boardwalk leading through the
100-acre tupelo swamp are dis-
plays explaining that black tu-
pelo trees are rare at this lati-
tude. The displays also offer a
detailed description of the tree
so visitors can try to identify
them as they walk along the
boardwalk.

The gates of Ferry Beach
State Park are open 9 a.m. to
sunset daily from Memorial
Day to September 30, and ad-
mission varies from free to $6
depending on a visitor’s resi-
dency and age.

During the off-season, the
park’s gates are closed, but
people are still welcome to use
the trails and visit the beach.

Outdoors
Friday, December 11, 2015 Section C

bangordailynews.com

Inside
Good Birding C4

Events C3
Obituaries C5
Weather C8

Skier safety hinges on proper slope etiquette
BY AISLINN SARNACKI
BDN STAFF

In preparation for winter, peo-
ple throughout Maine are waxing
their snowboards, sharpening
their skis, dusting off goggles and
making sure last year’s snow
pants still fit. The downhill sports
season is almost in full swing, and
good quality gear goes a long way
in keeping a person safe on the
slopes.

But gear isn’t the only thing

that needs fine tuning before
jumping on a chair lift, Maine ski
experts say. Following proper eti-
quette is just as important as
using the right equipment if you
want to avoid accidents and inju-
ries this ski season.

“Probably the biggest danger is
people skiing out of control or too
fast,” said Bill Getman, the gener-
al manager of Bigrock Mountain
Ski Area in Mars Hill. “And also,
people skiing where they
shouldn’t.”

“Each skier or snowboarder’s
behavior has as much or more to
do with the safety of the sports as
does any piece of equipment,” the
National Ski Areas Association
states on its website.

Established in 1962, the National
Ski Areas Association is a trade
association for ski area owners
and operators, representing 313 al-
pine resorts that account for more
than 90 percent of the skier and
snowboarder visits nationwide.
The association analyzes and dis-

tributes ski industry statistics and
offers an array of resources about
safety, gear and trends.

In an effort to reduce risk in
snowsports, the National Ski
Areas Association developed
“Your Responsibility Code” for
downhill skiers and snowboard-
ers, which consists of seven
points:

1. Always stay in control. Be
able to stop to avoid other people
or objects.

80 percent
of moose
hunters
successful

Citing good hunting weath-
er and other factors,
Maine’s moose biologist
said that despite a de-

crease in moose permits issued by
the state this year, more hunters
actually filled their tags.

Percentage-wise, the success
rate soared to 80 percent during
the 2015 season. A year ago, just
65 percent of hunters were suc-
cessful.

Overall, according to a Maine
Department of Inland Fisheries
and Wildlife press
release, the state’s
moose herd ap-
pears to be in
good health.

“We had a num-
ber of moose [that
were tagged] that
weighed in excess
of 1,000 pounds,”
DIF&W moose bi-
ologist Lee Kantar
said. “The moose we examined
looked very healthy, with [a] good
percentage of body fat stored for
the winter.”

This year’s moose hunt was
split among four seasons — six-
day sessions in September, Octo-
ber and November and a month-
long season in some southern
zones that coincides with the fire-
arms season on deer during No-
vember.

Hunters are selected to partici-
pate in one session through a
state-run lottery.

According to the DIF&W’s pre-
liminary numbers, about 2,200 of
the 2,740 permit-holders were suc-
cessful in filling a tag this year. A
year ago, 2,022 of 3,095 hunters
filled their tags.

In February, Kantar said that
he and other state wildlife biolo-
gists annually look at each Wild-
life Management District to deter-
mine whether the number of per-
mits allotted in those zones
should be changed from year to
year.

During the latest review, 12
percent fewer permits were ap-
proved for 2015 than a year earli-
er.

“There’s a goal and an objective
for each management district, and
that is based on what the public
wants,” Kantar said at the time.
“The department’s charge is to try
to meet [those] goals and objec-
tives. What we’ve been through
over the last several years, we
have some districts that have
come into the target [range], so
you reduce permits there, espe-
cially on the cow side of things.”

In the press release, Kantar
pointed out that this year’s total
moose harvest is still a work in
progress.

“The numbers are still prelimi-
nary, but it looks as though better
hunting weather, later seasons
and fewer permits all contributed
to a higher success rate for hunt-
ers,” Kantar said.

The DIF&W uses the hunting
season to manage the moose popu-
lation according to publicly gener-
ated goals. In some areas where
traffic accidents are a particular
concern, more moose permits
may be allotted. In some zones
where moose-watching draws
tourists, hunters may hit the
woods in only one of the season’s
sessions, rather than two or more.
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State prepares to fight sprucebudworm
BY JOHN HOLYOKE
BDN STAFF

With a couple clicks on
his computer, Robert G.
Wagner finds the page he’s
looking for and cues up a
video loop. On a weather
map, a huge snowstorm
builds, blowing across the
St. Lawrence River from
Quebec into New Bruns-
wick.

Except, it’s not a snow-
storm. The weather map
shows a scene from July
2013. And that’s an enor-
mous flight of spruce bud-
worm moths.

“It’s astonishing,” said
Wagner, a forestry profes-
sor at the University of
Maine and the director of
the Center for Research on

Sustainable Forests and the
Cooperative Forestry Re-
search Unit. “It turns out
that Doppler radar, which
we use to show rainfall and
snow, can actually pick up
[spruce] budworm flights.”

This flight — estimated
by the Canadian govern-
ment at more than 1 trillion
moths — took wing two
summers ago and fueled by
a low-pressure system, flew
across the St. Lawrence to
Rimouski, Quebec, a town
on the south shore. Once
there, the budworms took
up housekeeping and began
doing what they do: The off-
spring of those moths ate
white spruce and balsam fir
trees, leaving a dying and
defoliated forest in their
wake.

“As I understand it, [the
spruce budworm moths]
can actually sense a low-
pressure system coming in,
and as the front’s coming
in, they take the sail and
will catch the wind,” Wag-
ner said. “That’s how they
get the mass migrations and
they can populate food
sources in other places.”

At the present time, more
than 15 million acres of
Quebec and New Brunswick
woodlands have been killed
by spruce budworm, accord-
ing to Wagner. It takes sev-
eral years for an infestation
to lead to defoliation, but
that’s beginning to take
place in parts of Atlantic
Canada.

And barely 100 miles
from Rimouski sits Maine,

which is no stranger to bat-
tles with the native pest: In
the 1970s and 1980s, a major
outbreak of spruce bud-
worm cost the forest indus-
try dearly. The Maine For-
est Service estimates that
event killed between 20 mil-
lion and 25 million cords of
fir and spruce worth hun-
dreds of millions of dollars.
A similar outbreak in
Maine today would have an
economic impact of $794
million per year, according
to a task force studying the
issue.

While experts are holding
out hope that the effect will
be less this time around,
they agree on one thing.

“It’s coming,” said Dave
Struble, the state entomolo-
gist for the Maine Forest

Service, echoing the opin-
ion of most of his peers.
“People don’t have to be in
a blind, spiral panic, but we
need to start thinking about

this. We need to start plan-
ning. People need to start
thinking, ‘What are we
going to do?’”

JERALD E. DEWEY | USDA FOREST SERVICE

A spruce budworm larva.
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A cloudy day at Ferry Beach State Park in Saco.
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A common loon in winter plumage swims by the shore near Ferry
Beach State Park in Saco recently.
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