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‘StarWars’mania takes hold inMaine
BY SHELBY HARTIN
BDN STAFF

“A long time ago ... in a galaxy
far, far away,” a space epic was
born. The year was 1977, and the
premiere of “Star Wars,” which
later became known as “Star
Wars Episode IV: A New Hope,”
opened up an entirely new world
to viewers.

The franchise has swelled from
the original trilogy to seven mov-

ies over a span of nearly 40 years,
and more are planned.

With robotic droids, space trav-
el and powerful Jedi set to return
nationwide to the big screen this
week with “Star Wars: The Force
Awakens,” Maine theaters and
“Star Wars” enthusiasts are set
for a lot of intergalactic fun.

At the Criterion Theatre in Bar
Harbor, for instance, “Star Wars”
fans can enjoy an entire week of
events dedicated to the next in-

stallment of the “Star Wars” epic.
On the night of the premiere Fri-
day, Dec. 18, a special street clo-
sure of a portion of Cottage Street
will take place from 3 to 6 p.m. An
“intergalactic passport” can be
picked up at the theater and fans
can collect stickers from partici-
pating shops around town that
have been designated as “plane-
tary outposts.”

The theater also will host a jur-
ied costume contest, a “Star

Wars” photo booth and a Jedi
Academy with lightsaber train-
ing, among other events. A full
schedule can be viewed at Criteri-
on Theatre’s website.

Bangor Mall Cinemas will hold
an event of epic proportions be-
ginning Thursday, Dec. 17, to co-
incide with premiere screenings
of the movie. R2D2 will be in at-
tendance in the form of a replica
made by Orrington resident Paul
Bussiere. The “Galactic Gather-

ing” will run through Sunday,
Dec. 20, and feature area stores,
gaming clubs, conventions and
local artists in a mini convention.

Costume contests seem to be
popular with the new release. At
Narrow Gauge Cinemas in Farm-
ington, a “Star Wars” premiere
event and costume contest will be
held at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec.
17, in conjunction with the first
film preview showing.

Artists
craft
stately
treasures
State House dome
copper finds new life

BY JUDY HARRISON
BDN STAFF

BANGOR — Want a piece of the
State House for yourself? Now
you can have it, as the first items
made by Maine artists using the
copper removed last year from the
State House dome are being sold
at a Bangor gallery.

The owners of Maine Jewelry &
Art, Roxanne Munksgaard, Anne
Reigstad and Amanda Coburn,
unveiled recently what they are
calling the Maine State House
Copper Dome Collection. Much of
what the artists have crafted is
jewelry — tie tacks, pins, ear-
rings, necklaces and pendants —
but the collection also includes
bookmarks, money clips and
other accessories.

“This old copper is both histor-
ical and a perfect gauge [thick-
ness] for making jewelry,”
Munksgaard said in announcing
the unveiling of the collection.
“By creating pieces of adornment
and accessories, our gallery
hopes to be able to offer people a
little piece of home, and history
will live on.”

Maine Jewelry & Art, which
has been in downtown Bangor for
five years, worked with the Ban-
gor Public Library to do a similar
project with the old copper from
its dome. The store is located on
Harlow Street across from the li-
brary. Over the past two years,
the artists have created more than
1,500 pieces of jewelry and acces-
sories from it.

The patina from the State
House dome contains more green
hues than does the copper from
the library dome, Munksgaard
said. The copper that spent about
100 years in Bangor has more blue
tones than the copper aged 105
years in Augusta.

To prepare it to be used by the
artists, the copper must be
cleaned, then cut into smaller
pieces they can work with more
easily, according to Munks-
gaard. Before they can be used,
the back of the pieces also must
be sanded and sharp edges filed
down. Each woman has her own
style and creates different types
of objects.

New subscription service shares gifts fromMaine
BY KATHLEEN PIERCE
BDN STAFF

Looking for the perfect present
for your Maine-obsessed friends
and family who live elsewhere?
With the rising popularity of sub-
scription boxes and creative crat-
ed products, new startups are cap-
italizing on the Maine brand, de-
livering a cache of local goods to
doorsteps around the country.

Seasonal Maine and CrateFull
of Maine are among the newest
subscription services to curate
quality, Maine goods in giftable
shipments.

“There is an explosive trend
around subscription commerce,”
said Luke Nielson of Seasonal
Maine, who works with compa-
nies such as Stonewall Kitchen
and Coastal Maine Popcorn curat-
ing “Vacationland in a box” four

times a year. An annual subscrip-
tion is $159.95.

At Box of Maine.com, custom-
ers create their own cache of
Maine maple syrup, Humpty
Dumpty potato chips and whoopie
pies. Meanwhile, MooseheadMar-
ketplace.com gathers artisan
foods, crafts and candles in sturdy
pine boxes filled with regional de-
lights such as bourbon caramels
from Northwoods Gourmet Girl

and ships them all over.
The concept is not too removed

from the mail-order beer, cheese
and steak of the month clubs. But
in the social media age, national
companies such as Birchbox, a
monthly cosmetic and grooming
delivery service, and Bark Box,
which speeds dog treats to your
door, reach large, plugged-in audi-
ences.

Famed singer ‘At Home’acrossMaine

BY SHELBY HARTIN
BDN STAFF

Iwas born about 10,000 years ago, and
there’s nothing in this world that I
don’t know. I saw Peter, Paul and
Moses playing ring around the roses,
and I’ll whoop the guy that says it
isn’t so,” Noel Paul Stookey sings,

his folksy croon accompanied by a smile.
Stookey is best known by his stage name,

Paul — one-third of the folk trio Peter, Paul
and Mary. The band got its name from the
old folk song he sings from his Blue Hill
home, where he sits in his sunroom, sip-
ping chai tea beside his family’s Christmas
tree. The buzz of the dryer sounds in the
background and the ocean stretches out be-
hind him, calm and serene on this foggy
day. He takes off his glasses and tucks them
away in his pocket before settling into his
chair. It’s clear that he’s at home.

Stookey recently unveiled a new project
called “At Home: The Maine Tour,” con-
tinuing a solo career that began while he
sang as part of the famed trio.

“At Home” was released on Sept. 14 as a
combined DVD/CD package of 24 songs
that provide footage of performances in the
towns of Boothbay, Brownfield, Bucksport,
Camden, Eastport, Ellsworth, Jonesport,

Ogunquit and Stonington. He visited these
towns as part of a tour of the state. The
video was recorded and edited by Stookey,
who taped cameras to guitar and micro-
phone stands to get the footage needed to
compile the DVD.

Stookey, his wife, Betty, and their three
daughters moved to Maine over 40 years
ago. During that time Stookey performed
the occasional benefit concert in Maine,
but he had never done a tour of the state in
one season, and decided that it was time to
do so.

“I’ve never had a consistent tour or been
able to sing the same songs to, say, nine au-
diences in the state of Maine at the same
time. It’s always been very piecemeal,”
Stookey said. “This was a chance to, in a
sense, share the most recently created
music with an audience that I have known
off and on for a long time.”

As part of Peter, Paul and Mary, Stookey
was already a familiar face, which drew at-
tention to his performances in Maine,
while also reminding viewers of the famed
trio.

“When I get on stage, people who have
never seen one of my solo performances
before wonder if they’re gonna get ‘Puff,
the Magic Dragon’ and 12 other hits. And I
remind them that the reason they liked

folk music to begin with was because it
commented on the times in which they
lived,” Stookey said. “I will refer to the
trio, obviously — how could I avoid it? I
wouldn’t want to. I owe a great deal to the
trio.”

As both a member of the group and as a
solo artist, Stookey became part of an
American folk music revival that began to
change the landscape of musical expres-
sion. His music has since been infused with
an ethic and drive to create pieces that
speak to larger issues.

“People realized that music didn’t al-
ways have to be about dating behavior,
that, in fact, you could talk about things
that were relevant in our everyday lives.
And, quite frankly, some of them were
quite concerning,” Stookey said.

Stookey marched with 250,000 people at
the 1963 March on Washington, where
Peter, Paul and Mary performed “If I Had a
Hammer” and “Blowin’ in the Wind” and
heard Martin Luther King Jr.’s revolution-
ary “I Have a Dream” speech. The group
traveled to Nicaragua and El Salvador for
philanthropic purposes. They stood up for
those in unions. They attempted to create
music that came from a place of authentici-
ty.

Paul of Peter, Paul andMary talks newproject fromhis home in Blue Hill

ASHLEY L. CONTI | BDN

Noel Paul Stookey poses for a photo at his home studio in Blue Hill on Saturday. Stookey recently released a new album about Maine.

COURTESY OF MAINE JEWELRY & ART

A necklace created by an artist at
Maine Jewelry & Art in Bangor
uses copper from the old dome at
the State House.
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