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A western bird showed up

Middle America isn’t
what it used to be. It used to
be that we could count on
the Rockies, the Great Plains
and the Mississippi River to
keep west-
ern birds on
their own
side of the
country. But
then again,
this has
been an es-
pecially
weird win-
ter.

Of all the
weirdness,
the weirdest
is the arrival of a black-
throated sparrow in Winter
Harbor. It was discovered
during the Schoodic area
Christmas Bird Count by
Chuck Whitney, Ed Hawkes
and Debbie Hawkes. Since
then, it has been re-located
multiple times.

This small sparrow is
confined to arid areas of the
southwest. Its range reaches
through Colorado into Ore-
gon, but most of the popula-
tion is located between west-
ern Texas and eastern Cali-
fornia. I saw my first in
Phoenix on June 23, 1985.

It never flies east. Heck,
not many of them fly any-
where at all. Only those in the
northern states move south
for the winter, and not very
far. Maine Audubon natural-
ist Doug Hitchcox looked up
the records and found that
only one unverified sighting
of this species has ever oc-
curred in Maine. One showed
up in Massachusetts in 1959,
another in 1963, and one in
2012. Those are the only New
England records, so this little
fella in Winter Harbor is rare
indeed.

How did it get here? Some
birds are prone to wandering
abnormally. It even helps
some species to colonize new
places and extend ranges.
The rufous hummingbird
looks like a copper-colored
variation of our own ruby-
throated hummingbird. It’s a
notorious vagrant. Like all
other western humming-
birds, it is unlikely to be
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found east of Texas. But over
the last few decades, enough
of them have wandered east
that they have established
wintering grounds along
much of the Gulf Coast. One
turns up in Maine just about
every fall.

But the black-throated
sparrow is a homebody, not
inclined to meander. It’s hap-
piest in the desert, and it
tends to stay there. Still, indi-
vidual birds can have a ge-
netic defect that throws off
their internal compass. A ge-
netically disoriented sparrow
could leave Colorado think-
ing it was heading to Mexico,
only to find itself confronting
the Atlantic Ocean.

Storms can blow birds off
course. Maine’s weather has
not been severe, but other
parts of the country have got-
ten socked. Our guy may have
been heading south to Albu-
querque, only to get caught up
in an eastbound tempest.

I like this last theory, be-
cause it also would explain
why a western tanager has
been haunting a hillside in
Saco for the last month. It
would explain how a white-
winged dove turned up in
Frankfort. That bird is the
subject of next week’s col-
umn, but suffice to say that
it came a long way from the
southwest, too.

Several southern birds
also have been hanging
around. A yellow-breasted
chat in Rockland and a cou-
ple of yellow-throated war-
blers elsewhere have been
seen and re-seen by count-
less birders this season. A
painted bunting is in Mount
Vernon. New Jersey is the
northern limit of the chat’s
nesting range. Ditto for the
warbler. The bunting
doesn’t breed any farther
north than the Carolinas.
Yet it’s not abnormal for
these birds to show up in
Maine. Though rare, it’s an
annual event. Even a nor-
mal storm sweeping up the
coast can carry southern
birds up here. But it would
take a whopper of a storm to
carry birds across the conti-
nent from the southwest.
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Whoppers happen. The
northern lapwing is a Euro-
pean bird that migrates long-
distance to Africa. A couple of
years ago, a freak storm
crossed the Atlantic and
rained lapwings on the east
coast of America. Sightings
were scattered from Maine to
New Jersey. The cattle egret
is a common bird from Flori-
da to Connecticut. It is often
seen in pastures and along
roadways. In 1877, a storm
likely helped a bunch of them
to cross the ocean from their
native territory in Africa to
South America. They’ve been
working their way north ever
since, arriving in the United
States in 1953, and now reach-
ing parts of Canada.

Or maybe all of these va-
grants turn up every year,
and it is just our own weath-
er pattern that is abnormal.
The life expectancy of a bird
out-of-range is not long. A
normal Maine winter might
kill off wandering birds be-
fore they’ve been discovered.
But milder weather may
have kept more vagrants
alive longer than usual, giv-
ing us a chance to find more
of them. I will end this col-
umn now, before you realize
that I'm just guessing.

Bob Duchesne serves as
vice president of Maine
Audubon’s Penobscot Valley
Chapter. He developed the
Maine Birding Trail, with in-
formation at mainebirding-
trail.com. He can be reached
at duchesne@midmaine.
com.

Things to Do
Outdoors

AUGUSTA — Six-part
nature-writing workshop
with instructor Andrea
Lani, 6-8 p.m. Tuesdays,
Jan. 19-23, Viles Arbore-
tum, 153 Hospital St.
Lani has a Bachelor of
Arts in human ecology, a
Master of Fine Arts in
creative writing, and is a
certified Maine Master
Naturalist. $45 fee will
include Viles Arboretum
membership; $10 for
members. Space is limit-
ed. 626-7989 or vilesar-
boretum.org.

CARIBOU — “Introduction
to Winter Camping” for
high school students
through Maine Winter
Sports Center’s Adven-
ture Initiative program,
Jan. 30-31, Participants
will take part in every
aspect of this winter
overnighter in the Maine
wilderness, from food
preparation to route plan-
ning to campsite selec-
tion and setup. $50
includes instruction,
transportation, food,
land-use fees and group
camping equipment.
Scholarships available.
Josh Firmin at josh@
mainewsc.org.

DOVER-FOXCROFT —
U.S. Power Squadron
Penobscot Bay District
19’s America’s Boating
Course, begins 6 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 1, location
to be announced. $10,
plus $25 for materials,
which may be shared.
564-7369 or dansene-
ca@yahoo.com.

ELLSWORTH — 2016
Banff Mountain Film Fes-
tival, Friday through Sun-
day, Jan. 29-31, The
Grand. Culture collection,
7 p.m. Friday, Jan. 29;
Extreme Sports section,
7 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 30;
Best of Festival program,
2 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 31.
General admission tick-
ets $15. Box office, 667-
9500, grandonline.org or
Facebook.

FALMOUTH — Bowhunting
Safety Course with Matt
Gilbert, 6-9 p.m. Tuesday,
Jan. 19; 8 am.-5 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 30, Plum-
mer Moltz Facility. mgil-
bert@falmoutme.org or

781-5253, ext. 5333.

FREEPORT — “The
Unsolved Mount Everest
Mystery of Mallory and
Irvine” with Ed Webster,
7-8 p.m. Friday, Jan. 15,
L.L. Bean, 95 Main St.
On June 8, 1924, British
climbers George Mallory,
38, and young partner
Andrew Irvine, 22, were
last seen by a teammate
within a thousand feet of
Mount Everest’s summit.
The clouds swirled back
in, and the pair were
never seen again. Everest
climber, New England
mountaineer and climb-
ing historian Webster has
obtained the original
1924 Mount Everest pho-
tographs taken by Mallo-
ry, Irvine and their part-
ners to illustrate his lec-
ture, along with his own
images, in his efforts to
decipher mountain climb-
ing’s longest-standing
unsolved mystery. 755-
2326.

FREEPORT — “Local Row-
ing Inside Out,” members
of the Merrymeeting
Community Rowing
Association give tips on
rowing techniques to
boost the effectiveness
of your indoor workouts,
information on rowing
equipment and local rec-
reational rowing options,
7-8 p.m. Friday, Jan. 8,
L.L. Bean, 95 Main St.
877-755-2326.

GRAND LAKE STREAM —
Snowshoeing adventure
led by Downeast Lakes
Land Trust education and
outreach manager Colin
Brown, 2-4 p.m. Friday,
Jan. 15, meet at Grand
Lake Stream School
Building. Look for animal
tracks and learn to identi-
fy trees in winter. Bring
snowshoes and water,
dress warmly. 796-2100
or cbrown@downeas-
tlakes.org.

GRAND LAKE STREAM —
Downeast Lakes Land
Trust sponsors “Allagash
Tails and Tales,” narrated
by author and former
ranger supervisor Tim
Caverly, 6-7:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 25, Grand
Lake Stream School
Building, 15 Water St.
Music, scenic and histor-
ic photographs from
Maine’s North Woods.
796-2100 or cbrown@

downeastlakes.org.

JEFFERSON — Sixth annu-
al Liberal Cup Biathlon, 9
a.m. Sunday, Jan. 31,
Hidden Valley Nature
Center. Space is limited.
Registration fees $10-
$25. Prices go up on
Jan. 16. Categories of
youth (10-14), high
school, novice, interme-
diate, advanced. Bon-
fires, food. Spectators
welcome. Awards will be
given out for best cos-
tume, best team name,
and for youth and high
school age participants.
Winning team will take
home the official Liberal
Cup trophy. hvnc.org/
biathlon-2/.

ORONO — Penobscot Val-
ley Ski Club membership
meeting and potluck
supper, 6-9 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 20,
Birch Street Senior Cen-
ter, 10 Birch St. Guest
speaker Mike Smith, pro-
gram director and CEO
of Maine Winter Sports
Center. skiclub@pvski-
club.org.

PORTAGE LAKE — Annual
Kyle Daniel Rogers Radar
Runs, held by Portage
Lakers Snowmobile Club,
9 a.m. Sunday, Jan. 17,
in front of the forestry
building on Portage Lake.
Mini class of 250cc maxi-
mum for ages 6-12; must
be 16 or older for all
other classes. Those
under 18 need parent
present during runs.
Awards ceremony at
Dean’s Motor Lodge.
Admission $5. Maximum
of 300 runs at $5 per run.
Jen Curran at 227-0045.

UNITY — All-Terrain vehicle
safety course, 6-9 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 21, and
Wednesday, Jan. 27,
RSU 3 Adult Education,
College Performing Arts
Center. rsu3.maineadult-
ed.org or 568-3426.

UNITY — Snowmobile
safety course, 6-9 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 21 and
Tuesday, Jan. 26, RSU 3
Adult Education, College
Performing Arts Center.
rsu3.maineadulted.org or
568-3426.

For a complete listing of
calendar items or to submit
your event, visit www.ban-
gordailynews.com.

Free Delivery to Most Areas (minimum $349 purchase)
Free Removal of old washer/Dryer With Purchase
Free Interest for 1 Year (see store for details)

Amana
\ 27" Top-Load Washer

‘ 3.5 cu. ft. Capacity, 9 Wash Cycles, 700 RPM Spin Speed,

Automatic Temperature Control, Late Lid Lock and Delicate
(ycle. Model #: NTW4605EW

Reg. $449.99

Sale $349.99
Save $100
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Amana
29" Electric Dryer

6.5 cu. ft. Capacity, 11 Dry Cycles, 3 Temperature Settings,
Wrinkle Prevent Option and Automatic Dryness Control.
Model #: NED4655EW

Reg. $449.99

Sale $349.99
Save $100
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Whirlpool
28" 3.5 cu. ft. Top Load Washer

9 Wash Cycles, 700 RPM, Deep Water Wash Cycle, Automatic

Water Level, HE Agitator with Fabric Softener Cap and Clean
Washer Cycle with Affresh. Model #: WTW4815EW

Reg. $499.99

Sale $399.99
Save $100

ETTER

Whirlpool
3077.0 cu. ft. Electric Dryer

14 Drying Cycles, 4 Temperature Settings, Heavy Duty Cycle,
Wrinkle Shield and AutoDrytter. Model #: WED4815EW

Reg. $499.99

Sale $399.99
Save $100

ETTER

LG
27”4.0 cu. ft. Front Load Washer

7 Wash Cycles, 1,200 RPM, ColdWash, Delay Wash, SenseClean,
LoDecibel Quiet Operation, NeveRust Stainless Steel Drum and
ENERGY STAR Certification. Model #: WM3050CW

Reg. $749.99

Sale $599.99

Save $150 plus $50
mail-in rebate

BEST

7.3 cu. ft. Ultra Large Capacity
Electric Dryer

7 Drying Programs, 5 Temperature Settings and Sensor Dry
System, in white. Model #: LG DLE3050W

Reg. $749.99

Sale $599.99
Save $150
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