
APPLETON—Georges
River Land Trust animal
tracking expedition, 10
a.m.-noon Saturday, Feb.
27, at the 124-acre Apple-
ton Preserve. Sandie
Sabaka, a Maine Master
Naturalist, and Christine
Parrish, a local nature
writer from Lincolnville,
will lead the expedition.
Meet at the industrial
building parking lot on
Camden Road (Route
131), just north of the St.
George River Bridge and
before the intersection
with Route 131. Bring
water and snacks, dress
warmly, wear hiking boots
and bring snowshoes
depending upon weather
conditions. Free and open
to the public. For informa-
tion, call 594-5166, visit
grlt.org or e mail info@grlt.
org.

BREWER— Penobscot Fly
Fishers annual Cabin
Fever Reliever outdoors
show, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Sat-
urday, Feb. 27, and 10
a.m.-3 p.m. Sunday, Feb.
28, Brewer Auditorium,
318 Wilson St. Nearly 50
exhibitors from all types
of outdoor recreation,
including numerous guest
speakers and clinics.
Admission free. Drawings
for free door prizes.
Canoe raffle. Lunch avail-
able for purchase.

BREWER— Penobscot
County Conservation
Association annual Kids
Ice Fishing Day for chil-
dren age 12 and under, 8
a.m.-3 p.m. Sunday, Feb.
21. Free to families, lunch
is included. 989-4709 or
pccafunday@gmail.com.

BUCKSPORT— Frost Fest,
an annual winter celebra-
tion, scheduled for Satur-
day, Feb. 20, has been
canceled because of lack
of ice and snow. For infor-
mation, contact Buck-
sport Bay Area Chamber
of Commerce, 469-6818,
or office@bucksport-
baychamber.com. buck-
sportbaychamber.com/
frost-fest; facebook.com/
frostfestmaine.

FORT KENT— Fourth
annual Rally in the Valley
Winter Festival, Feb. 23,
organized by Northern
Maine Medical Center in
partnership with Four
Seasons Trail Association.
The event, part of state-
wide Great Maine Out-
door Weekend, is intend-
ed to help kids experi-
ence the fun of physical
activity outdoors. Events
include a skiing obstacle
course, inner tube sliding,
snow hula hoop relay,
snow soccer skills and
sharks and minnows. The
event is scheduled in
conjunction with the
Madawaska community
ski program run by Dawn
Bragdon. To register or to
volunteer, contact Gail
Lamarr at 834-1459 or by
email at gail.lamarr@
nmmc.org.

GLENBURN— The Glen-
burn Lakeside Riders
Snowmobile Club will

hold a public supper 4:30-
6:30 p.m Saturday, Feb.
20, at West Glenburn
Community Building, cor-
ner of Phillips Road and
Ohio Street. The menu
will include baked beans,
chop suey, macaroni and
cheese, coleslaw, roll,
dessert and drink. Carry-
out will be available. Pric-
es are $7 per person or
$20 per family.

GRAND LAKE STREAM—
Downeast Lakes Land
Trust and Princeton Rod
and Gun Club host intro-
duction to ice fishing,
noon Sunday, Feb. 28,
West Grand Lake.
Required fishing gear pro-
vided. Snacks and refresh-
ments provided by a
warming campfire on
shore. Free and open to
anglers of all ages and skill
levels. Participants must
follow all Maine fishing
laws and regulations. Resi-
dents over 16must hold
valid 2016 fishing license.
Meet at Grand Lake
Stream School Building to
car-pool to lake. Downeast
Lakes Land Trust, 796-
2100 or cbrown@
downeastlakes.org.

HAMPDEN—U.S. Power
Squadron Penobscot Bay
District 19’s America’s
Boating Course, begins 7
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 23, for

five weeks with another
two-week option, Reeds
BrookMiddle School,
Route 1A, through the
school’s Adult Education
program. Besides the
Adult Ed fee of $10, par-
ticipants will be charged a
$10 course fee. Book
available for an additional
$25, which can be shared.
Dave Field at 862-3674 or
meeser3@roadrunner.
com.

HOLDEN—G&M Family
Market Hancock County
Ice Fishing Derby, sched-
uled for Jan. 30-31, in all
legal fishing waters in
Hancock County, has
been postponed to Feb.
20-21. Weigh-in, 3-4 p.m.
each day, G&M Family
Market, 1024Main Road.
Tickets $15 for adults, free
for children 12 and under.
Admission includes entry
into the derby, door prizes
and free Amato’s pizza
and soda feed, 3 p.m.
Feb. 21. Prizes and raffle.
50/50 raffle will benefit
Bald Mountain Snow Rid-
ers Club.

ORRINGTON—Nature-
based exploration for pre-
schoolers, 10-11 a.m.
Wednesdays, through
Feb. 24, Fields Pond
Audubon Center, 216
Fields Pond Road. Maxi-
mum of three children up

to age 5 per adult. $15,
$10 center members.
Registration, 989-2591.

PRESQUE ISLE—Aroos-
took State ParkWinter
Family Fun Day scheduled
for Saturday, Feb. 20, has
been canceled because of
lack of snow. For informa-
tion, call 768-8341.

UNION—Vose Library
snowman competition,
10-11:30 a.m. Saturday,
Feb. 27, at the library.
Bring a shovel, decora-
tions, etc. Dress warmly.
Hot cocoa and snacks
served. Alternative indoor
snowman activity if weath-
er does not cooperate.
785-4733 or voselibrari-
an@voselibrary.org.
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was probably more than
that.

About a hundred Amer-
ican goldfinches joined
the din. Finches are per-
sistently noisy, and all
these guys were raising a
racket. Picture this in
your mind’s ear: siskins
do a “PEE-you” call and a
“zzzzrreeeeee” song. Gold-
finches do a “potato-chip”
call and warble a happy
song. Those sounds were
everywhere.

Interspersed in all this
noise, some birds were
doing a “jip-jip” call. Red
crossbills. Lots of them.
The village was alive with
a cacophony of cheerful
finches.

I have a thing for cross-
bills. When I first leafed
through a field guide as a
young boy, I was fascinat-
ed by these colorful birds
with the scissor-like bills.
I wanted so badly to see
crossbills from an early
age. I still do. There are
two species in Maine.
White-winged crossbills
are a little more common,
but red crossbills can also
invade in big numbers. I
was 37 before I saw my
first red crossbill.

Crossbills are uniquely
adapted to open cones.
The tips of their bills
cross, which enables them
to snip and twist off coni-
fer seeds. Cones in the
east are relatively small,
and the bills of eastern
red crossbills are likewise
small. In the west, where
conifer cones can be quite
large, the beak of a cross-
bill can be enormous. In
fact, the variation is so
significant that scientists
are still puzzling over
whether we have one spe-
cies of red crossbill or
eight.

Crossbills wander wide-

ly in search of food. When
they find a good spot, they
settle down. They even
feed their chicks regurgi-
tated seeds, which means
that they can breed year-
round. Despite the cold
mid-February weather in
Grand Lake Stream, some
of the crossbills last week-
end were singing territo-
rial songs. I suspect they
will be making crossbill
whoopee soon.

Fun fact: Crossbills
start feeding at the base of
a cone and work their way
up, twisting off the seed
pods as they go. Their
bills can cross in either

direction, and they will
spiral up the cone either
clockwise or counter-
clockwise, depending on
which way their bills
cross. Baby birds start out
with straight bills.

Eventually, they twist
one way or the other.
There is no apparent ge-
netic predisposition to-
wards crossing left or
right, and it’s about 50-50
in the population.

Like most finches,
crossbills like grit and
salt from roads. The grit
aids digestion. The salt —
hey, it’s salt.

Finches also have an

easier time finding food
on logging roads when the
surrounding forest is deep
in snow. Thus, finches do
what most birds won’t:
gather on the road.

Most songbirds abhor
landing on the ground.
There’s danger down
there, such as weasels,
cats and foxes. But finches
tend to feed in groups, and
that puts plenty of eyes to
work looking for danger.
There is safety in num-
bers. Some members of
the sparrow family do it,
too, particularly dark-
eyed juncos.

Thus, one of the joys of
winter birding is to drive
the plowed roads of the
northern forest and watch
for birds in the road. Gold-
finches, siskins, redpolls,
crossbills and pine gros-
beaks all do it. Wherever
one snow-covered road in-
tersects with another, the
turning traffic tends to
churn up the dirt beneath.

That’s a buffet table for
finches, and they gather
in those spots, sometimes

in astonishing numbers.
Really, all you have to do
is go into those woods,
stop, look and listen.

Bob Duchesne serves as
vice president of Maine
Audubon’s Penobscot
Valley Chapter. He devel-
oped the Maine Birding
Trail, with information at
mainebirdingtrail.com. He
can be reached at duch-
esne@midmaine.com.
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A pine siskin and a red crossbill share a meal.
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