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in Maine and elsewhere.
Nowadays, a local dilemma
can more easily find a global
solution, whether it is by rais-
ing money, buying time or
using a site such as meal-
train.com to organize meals
for new moms or others who
need a hand.

One Maine woman who
said she has been over-
whelmed, in the good way, by
the power and speed of social
media and crowdsourcing is
Jessica Libby. Her father,
fisherman Glen Libby of Port
Clyde, is the president of Port
Clyde Fresh Catch, the coun-
try’s first community-sup-
ported fishery. He’s known
for his tireless efforts on be-
half of Maine’s fisherman.
But last month, Libby fell ill
and ended up being taken to
Boston for treatment. There,
he learned that he needs a
new liver, possibly as a result
of his childhood diagnosis
with the autoimmune disease
lupus.

A GoFundMe campaign to
help the fisherman by rais-
ing money for medical and
living expenses had raised
nearly $14,000 in the first
seven days, a sum and expe-
rience that Jessica Libby de-
scribed as humbling.

“When you go through
something, you feel very
alone,” she said. “You don’t
realize what kind of support
you have as a community.
My dad has dedicated his life
to the community, and to see
that people are willing to
step up and help in his time
of need, it’s an incredible
thing. We’re very thankful
for the help.”

Does technology give
and take away?

Some Mainers believe the
increase in personal fund-
raising and crowdsourcing
websites such as GoFundMe,

YouCaring, Indiegogo,
MyBabyBond and others
can have a downside. Joline
Blais, new media professor
at the University of Maine,
Orono, long has been in-
trigued by such websites.

“With crowdfunding
sites, it’s usually about con-
tributing money,” Blais
said. “I think that some-
thing gets lost there when
money is the answer to the
problem, and people are not
the answer. That’s a prob-
lem in a lot of different
parts of our culture. Our
solution always seems to be
money.”

Better, she feels, may be
the websites that aim to
bring people together in
real life, not just in the vir-
tual one. For example, some
successful “meetup” groups
in Maine connect people
who share an interest, such
as hiking or permaculture.

“I think the Internet and
cellphones and technology
work best when they en-
courage real things to hap-
pen in the real world,” she
said. “When we solve our
problems locally, we have

more happiness, more con-
nection.”

Expanding themeaning
of community

And yet, some problems
are hard to solve locally.
That’s what Kristin Collins
of Appleton, who launched
MyBabyBond last year, be-
lieves about America’s lack
of guaranteed, paid materni-
ty and paternity leave.

“The idea is that we don’t
get the support from our em-
ployers. We don’t get the sup-
port from our government,”
the attorney, who started the
website with Kathleen Fleu-
ry of Camden, said.

Collins said that it can be
hard for new parents to ask
for what they really need, es-
pecially if that is money. She
and Fleury are trying to
brand the website as an alter-
native to a baby shower, and
they hope it catches on.

“The idea is to have broad-
er reach because the story
might have broader appeal to
someone who is outside your
social network,” she said.

The Rev. Lorna Grenfell of

the Church of Universal Fel-
lowship in Orono said that
the rise of Internet fundrais-
ing is one sign that people
are broadening their defini-
tion of community.

“In the past, community
was often defined as those
who could be hands-on, feet
on the ground family and
friends who were going
through the vicissitudes of
life together,” she said. “I
think community now is larg-
er, faster and far more in-
volved and complicated.”

That can be because trav-
el is easier, or because of
technology, which allows
news of celebration or grief
to circle the world with the
touch of a keyboard, she
said. But this doesn’t mean
that something important is
lost locally.

“I would like to think that
as we live and work and cre-
ate networks of both close
by and far-flung relation-
ships, we are creating one
community,” Grenfell said.
“All of it moves us forward
to care, love and support as
best we know how the fami-
ly we call humankind.”

Kristin Hartt of Fort
Kent is a regular shopper at
the local co-op and said the
combination of healthy
food options and support-
ing local growers brings
her in.

“I have the ability to buy
in bulk, buy organic and
buy local produce,” she
said. “I am supporting a
local business that serves
great food, meeting friends
[and] most importantly,
they have espresso.”

It costs $50 per year to

join the Market Street Co-
Op, but Martin stressed
membership is not required
to shop there, though mem-
bers do receive a 10 percent
discount on most purchases.

“Belonging to the co-op
means you really support
those core values of sus-
tainability and communi-
ty,” Martin said. “We hope
everyone will stop in, check
us out and join [because]
we are here for the commu-
nity.”

Market Street Co-op is
open Mondays through Sat-
urday, 10 a.m to 6 p.m. Its
Horseshoe Cafe offers a
small lunch menu and spe-
cialty coffees all day.
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Jeff Butler works in the kitchen alongside his 2-year-old son, Quinn, at their home in
Knox recently.
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Market Street Co-op manager Stacey Martin at her shop in
Fort Kent in 2014.

Camden series on
botanical illustration

CAMDEN — Botanical Il-
lustration by artist Linda
Heppes Funk, the conclud-
ing presentation of Camden
Garden Club’s winter horti-
culture series that was post-
poned from Feb. 9, will be
held at 10 a.m. Tuesday,
March 1, in the Picker
Room of Camden Public Li-
brary.

Her talk is free and open
to the public.

Regular meetings of the
Camden Garden Club will
resume at 9 a.m. Thursday,
April 28, at First Congrega-
tional Church, 55 Elm St.,
with guest speaker Jeff
Nims of Clarry Hill Farm in
Union on “All About Blue-
birds.”

Guests and new members
are welcome.

Sheep shearing
schools in Freeport

FREEPORT — The Maine
Sheep Breeders Association
and University of Maine Coop-
erative Extension will offer
sheep shearing schools in
March.

Four instructors will teach
beginner sheep shearing 9
a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, March
5, at Wolfe’s Neck Farm, 184
Burnett Road. The $45 per per-
son fee includes a shearing
manual and lunch. A conven-
tional shearing method will
be taught with handheld elec-
tric shears. Enrollment is lim-
ited to 16. Spectators welcome.

To register online, visit
umaine.edu/livestock/sheep/
sheep-shearing-schools. For
information, or to request a
disability accommodation,
call Melissa Libby at 581-2788
or 800-287-7170 in Maine.

‘GrowingHops
in the Backyard’

NEWPORT — “Grow Hops
in the Backyard” will be of-
fered 6-8:00 p.m. Tuesday,
March 1, at Nokomis Region-
al High, 266 Williams Road.

The University of Maine Co-
operative Extension and
RSU 19 Adult Education are
sponsoring this class.At this
program, participants will
learn about the history of
hops production in New Eng-
land, what hops need to
thrive in Penobscot County,

basics of planting and care,
pests that can affect hops,
and harvest.

Donna Coffin, Cooperative
Extension educator in Pisca-
taquis and Penobscot coun-
ties and statewide resource
for the Maine beef and equine
industries, will lead the work-

shop. The cost is $10. To regis-
ter, stop in or write to RSU 19
Adult Ed, 266 Williams Road,
Newport, ME 04953, call 368-
3290 or visit http://bit.ly/
UMaineApril. For informa-
tion, or to request a disability
accommodation, call 564-3301
or 800-287-1491 in Maine.


