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pesticide use and, ultimate-
ly, farmers are able to use a
little less, he said. It saves
the farmer money, it’s better
for the environment, and
makes for a happier con-
sumer.

He also works on research
plots. Right now, Handley is
keeping an eye on two dozen
test varieties of strawber-
ries from Italy, France,
Nova Scotia and elsewhere
planted at Highmoor. This
summer, he’ll take meticu-
lous notes on color, taste,
yield, harvest season —
Which do well in Maine?
Which flop? — helping steer
the planting decisions of 200-
plus berry farmers in Maine.

His theory: “Let me take
the lumps so you don’t have
to,” Handley said.

It’s very practical work,
but also, as he describes it,
fun.

“It’s like the breeder
makes the toys and I get to
play with them,” he said.

A pair of Handley’s
UMaine videos, “How Do I
Prune Raspberries?” and
“How to Grow Raspberries,”
have received a half-million
hits between them on You-
Tube, giving him an unex-
pected dose of Internet fame.

“Horticulturally, I don’t
consider them a real tricky
crop,” Handley said. “(Yet) I
have more people get into
raspberries, and get out of
raspberries, than any other
crop I work with. It takes
time and they’re thorny, and
they come right at the same
time of year you’d rather be
at the beach.”

Handley, who lives in
Monmouth, said he heard
through a co-worker 20
years ago about an effort to
start a local theater group at

Cumston Hall. He volun-
teered to build sets and
found himself quite uninten-
tionally auditioning for “Jo-
seph and the Amazing Tech-
nicolor Dreamcoat.”

He said he was told, “If
you want to build, you’ve
got to act.”

Handley has been in
about two dozen shows in
the years since, in Mon-
mouth and at Auburn’s
Community Little Theatre,
including being cast as
Patsy in 2013’s “Spamalot.”

“I love to do the comic re-
lief,” he said. “It’s fun to be
somebody else. I’m always
looking to get a cheap
laugh.”

He met his wife, Michelle,
during a sabbatical from
work to study raspberries in
New Zealand in 1996. In re-
tirement, which is still years
off, he anticipates they’ll
spend more time there.

By then, he may have
aced those hops.

Opinions abound about
insurance companies.
Some of the most objective
reviews are likely found in
the pages of Consumer Re-
ports.

Homeowners insurance
reviews can be found at con-
sumerreports .org/cro/
homeowners-insurance.
htm.

CR’s auto insurance buy-
ing guide at consumerre-
ports.org/cro/car-insur-
ance/buying-guide.htm be-

gins with results of a survey,
which showed only 10 per-
cent of the magazine’s sub-
scribers who compared pre-
miums found they would
save money by switching
companies.

More information on the
NAIC report is available at
the organization’s website
at naic.org.

Maine consumers and
business owners who have
questions about auto, home,
business or other types of
insurance are encouraged to
call the Bureau of Insurance
at 1-800-300-5000 or sending a

message to Insurance.PFR@
Maine.gov.

Consumer Forum is a col-
laboration of the Bangor
Daily News and Northeast
CONTACT, Maine’s all-vol-
unteer, nonprofit consumer
organization. For assistance
with consumer-related is-
sues, including consumer
fraud and identity theft, or
for information, write
Consumer Forum, P.O. Box
486, Brewer, ME 04412,
visit http://necontact.word-
press.com or email conta-
cexdir@live.com.

U.S. stocks of crude oil
and petroleum products hit
an all-time high in Febru-
ary, which Speer said will
help dampen any price in-
crease to come from drop-
ping production levels.

“This oversupply will pro-
vide a ceiling for gas prices
over the next couple of
months as spring refinery
maintenance and the sum-
mer-blend gasoline transi-
tion put upward pressure on
prices,” Speer said.

The average price of gaso-
line in New Hampshire and
Vermont also rose in the past
week, up more than 2 cents to
$1.70 and up more than 1 cent
to $1.85, respectively.

Bus tour operator accused
of bilking elderlyvacationers
BY DARREN FISHELL
BDN STAFF

PORTLAND — Maine’s
attorney general has filed a
lawsuit against various bus
tour operations run by
Barry Somes of Cumberland
Center, alleging the compa-
nies did not return deposits
for vacation bus tours that
catered to older people.

“Mr. Somes took money
from many elderly people
who were looking forward
to what might be their only
vacation of the year,” Attor-
ney General Janet Mills said
in a news release issued
Thursday.

The lawsuit, filed Feb. 26,
asks a Kennebec County Su-

perior Court judge to pro-
hibit Somes from doing
similar business in the fu-
ture, to provide restitution
to unreimbursed customers
for canceled tours and to as-
sess a penalty of up to
$10,000 for each violation of
the state’s Unfair Trade
Practices Act.

It alleges two counts of
violating that law, for fail-
ing to pay refunds on depos-
its for canceled tours and for
failing to ensure the trips set
off as planned. The Attorney
General’s Office said it had
received 54 complaints from
customers, 17 of whom did
receive refunds.

The lawsuit was filed
against Somes individually

and companies operating as
Seacoast Convention Bu-
reau Inc. and Club Impac
Inc., the latter of which it
said was formed to raise
funds for a charity to benefit
children, called the Lids for
Kids Project Inc.

The third count of the
lawsuit alleges Somes adver-
tised that a portion of tour
bookings would go to the
children’s charity, but did
not make such donations.

Somes’ company Seacoast
Convention Bureau was reg-
istered with the Maine Sec-
retary of State’s Office in
1988 and also operates under
the names TourBUSters and
O Salon, according to state
records.


