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The purchase made this
“one of the largest commer-
cial real estate transactions
in Machias’ most recent his-
tory,” Michael Atienza, a
broker with Magnusson Bal-
four of Portland, said.

Atienza, who represented
the sellers and “guided” the
buyers through the process,
said this 13,572-square-foot
building is “a prime piece of
real estate” because of its
size, the care the Sansings
put into the building when
they owned it and its loca-
tion on a corner lot in down-
town Machias.

Atienza said the building,
constructed in 1928, origi-
nally was known as the
“Crane Building.” Over the
years it housed a funeral
parlor, doctors’ offices, a
Bangor Daily News bureau
and retailers that included a
bakery, a clothing store and
a shoe store.

French said the unit
where the French Cellar is
now located was once home
to a yoga studio.

“I have met quite a few
people who said they re-
member doing yoga in
here,” he said.

French is pleased about
the move and said the new
location is better for the busi-
ness in a variety of ways.

“We’re definitely more
visible here which is nice,”
he said. “We’ve been doing
pretty great.”

The new location also of-
fers a better setup, he said.
The old location had two
separate rooms, which made
the store feel chopped in
half.

French said the store car-
ries a variety of hard-to-find
wine, beer and cheese.

“The stuff we carry you
can’t really find anywhere
else [in the Machias area],”
he said.

In fact, he often has to
travel to Ellsworth to pick
up stock because distribu-
tors won’t deliver to Machi-
as.

“Ellsworth is about as
far as some of the southern
distributors will go,” he
said.

Although he is still in the
process of setting up the new
store, a grand reopening cel-
ebration is scheduled for 5 to
7 p.m. Saturday, April 2. The
event will feature raffles and
tastings.
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payday loan debts have sur-
faced in the debt collection
marketplace. Third-party
collectors buy portfolios and
try to collect, often at pen-
nies on the dollar. Buyers of
phony debt are violating the
Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, Federal Trade
Commission Act or both.

The FTC said it has
learned third-party collec-
tors are trying to collect
loans allegedly made by US-
FastCash, 500FastCash,
OneClickCash, Ameriloan,
United Cash Loans, Advan-
tageCashServices, and
StarCashProcessing.

The servicer of debts
owed those firms, AMG Ser-
vices, has told the FTC that
none of the above compa-
nies’ loans were placed with
or sold to any third parties
for collection.

Last week’s alert was di-
rected at people in the debt
collection industry.But
consumers who get threat-
ening calls about money
they supposedly owe to one
of the above online lenders

— or about any debt —
should verify what they’re
told.

Consumers have the right
to dispute a debt and request
verification within 30 days
of getting written notice of
the debt. Until the collection
agency sends proof that you
owe the debt, it has to stop
trying to collect.

People at Maine’s Bureau
of Consumer Credit Protec-
tion can answer specific
questions. Call them at
800-DEBT-LAW (800-332-
8529) or visit online at Cred-
it.Maine.gov. At the website,
you can find the Downeaster
Common Sense Guide: Debt
Collection or request a copy
by calling the Bureau.

Consumer Forum is a col-
laboration of the Bangor
Daily News and Northeast
CONTACT, Maine’s all-vol-
unteer, nonprofit consumer
organization. For assistance
with consumer-related is-
sues, including consumer
fraud and identity theft, or
for information, write
Consumer Forum, P.O. Box
486, Brewer, ME 04412,
visit http://necontact.
wordpress.com or email
contacexdir@live.com.
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Andrea Masse has joined
Dream Local Digital as a cli-
ent services coordinator
working out of Rockland.
Masse was born and raised
in Southern
California.
After school,
she joined
the U.S.
A r m y ,
where she
served as an
air traffic
controller in
Fort Hood,
Texas. She returned to Cali-
fornia and started school
while beginning her career
in sales and customer ser-
vice, gaining experience in
the health services, tempo-
rary employee services, tele-
communications and real
estate industries. In 1991,
she moved to Maine with
her family and continued
her customer service career
in the senior housing indus-
try. From there, she moved
into media sales and service
where she was the West
Coast regional manager for

an imaging and document
management publication.
There she was introduced to
online marketing throuth
the company’s first website.
In her spare time, Masse en-
joys walking
4 miles a day
with her
S h e t l a n d
sheepdogs
Oscar and
Rachel, gar-
d e n i n g ,
cooking, en-
ter ta ining
and reading
while floating on the river
in the summertime. She re-
cently has returned to play-
ing the flute.

Stephan Becker has
joined the sales teams at
Trumbull Campbell Associ-
ates Inc., a manufacturer’s
representative firm special-
izing in applied commercial
heating, ventilation and air
conditioning sales, and TCA
Distribution, an HVAC
equipment supply ware-
house specializing in resi-
dential and light commer-
cial HVAC products, parts
and tools. Becker’s territory
includes both the New
Hampshire seacoast and

Maine. He will be selling in
the commercial, light com-
mercial and residential mar-
kets. Becker earned his de-
gree in mechanical engi-
neering from the University
of Maine at Orono. Before
joining Trumbull Campbell
and TCA Distribution,
Becker worked as a HVAC
design engineer at SMRT in
Portland. He also has
worked for his family-
owned construction compa-
ny, Becker Construction.
Becker lives in Poland.

Amy N. Devin joined
Curtis Thaxter LLC in Port-
land effective Jan. 1. Devin
practices in the areas of real
estate, commercial and cor-
porate law, with a particular
focus on affordable housing
and community redevelop-
ment.

To submit items for On the
Job, visit bangordailynews.
com. Fill out the “News and
Photos” form under the
“Post News” button at the
top of the home page and
click “Publish” at the bot-
tom when finished.
Questions? Call Community
Editor Julie Harris at 990-
8285.
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The owners of the French Cellar purchased this downtown Machias building in February
for $365,000. It has six commercial units and four apartments. The French Cellar is now
located in the front.
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Family business
workshop planned

WESTBROOK — Join the
Institute for Family-Owned
Business for a workshop on
leadership and why it is im-
portant to the success of
your organization 8-10 a.m.
Wednesday, March 30, at
Husson University, South-
ern Campus, 340 County
Road.

As part of a series on HR
for the Family Business,
this workshop will continue
the theme of the year: Suc-
cession Planning in the 21st
Century: A Bridge to Suc-
cessful Transitions.

Led by institute member
Sharon Dorsett and col-
league Laurie Davis, this
program will demonstrate
why leadership is a role for
every employee in a family
business and the value of
developing leadership skills
in all your employees. It will
show how and why you
should align leadership
competencies with the mis-
sion, vision and values
unique to your business.

The workshop is compli-
mentary for members of the
Institute for Family-Owned
Business and $25 for future
members. Remote options
are available to log in to the
presentation. Register and
RSVP at fambusiness.org/
event-2131641.

State credit union
gives to food banks

AUGUSTA — Maine State
Credit Union presented
checks totaling more than
$70,000 to 33 food pantries
and shelters in Kennebec
and Somerset counties on
March 23 after a year-long
fundraising effort to End
Hunger in Maine.

The annual Ending Hun-
ger Campaign is sponsored
by the Maine Credit Union
League. All proceeds go di-
rectly back into the commu-
nity.

Maine State Credit Union
is holding its first large fun-
draiser for the year, the 11th
annual 5k Walk/Run to End
Hunger, on May 21 in Ken-
nebec and Somerset coun-
ties. For information and to
register, visit MaineState
CU.org/5kWalkRun.


