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the international boundary
along Monument Brook, and
a 1,494-acre conservation
easement in south Orient,
which includes almost all of
Longley Lake and a stretch
of scenic shore on East
Grand Lake overlooking
Half Moon Island.

“To describe the area
along Monument Stream,
it’s almost like you’re in an-
other world when you’re up
there paddling,” said Heath-
er Zakupowsky, who lives
adjacent to the conserved
land in north Orient. “It’s a
great area if you want to go
up and bird watch. It’s just a
very pristine area.”

Managed as a working
forest for more than a cen-
tury, the land will provide
public access for hunting,
guiding, snowmobiling, all-
terrain vehicle riding, as
well as fishing on the fa-
mous East Grand Lake.

“What’s nice is that this
area will be available for
public recreation now that
it’s conserved,” Zakupowsky
said. “We don’t have to worry
about whether another big
landowner is going to buy up
the land and basically shut it
off. People like to fourwheel
up there and hunt.”

“Both pieces [of land] are
providing jobs to guide ser-
vices and other recreation-
al-based businesses that we
hope will be growing in the
area,” Duffus said.

The transfer of the land to
State of Maine was made pos-
sible largely because of $1.8
million in federal funding
from the U.S. Forest Service’s
Forest Legacy Program,
through the Land and Water
Conservation Fund, a biparti-
san federal program that uses
a percentage of proceeds from
offshore oil and gas royalties,
not taxpayer dollars. LWCF
and the Forest Legacy Pro-
gram are annually funded by
the U.S. Congress.

“The preservation of
nearly 7,500 acres in Orient
is great news for working
forests as well as the hunt-
ers, anglers, snowmobilers
and other outdoor enthusi-
asts who enjoy using the for-
estland surrounding East
Grand Lake,” Maine’s U.S.
Sens. Susan Collins and
Angus King said in a joint

statement. “Maine is re-
nowned for its working for-
ests, public access to recre-
ation and a commitment to
conservation, which togeth-
er are integral to our state’s
economy. We commend The
Conservation Fund for
working with the communi-
ty partners and ensuring the
preservation of this proper-
ty for future generations.”

“This project is important
for our Maine families and
kids to enjoy our state’s great
outdoors, while also ensuring
that the land continues to be
sustainably harvested so that
it remains a healthy working
forest,” Maine U.S. Rep.
Bruce Poliquin said in a pre-
pared statement. “As a proud
member of the House Conser-
vation Caucus and supporter
of the Land and Water Con-
servation Fund, I will contin-
ue to protect our state’s
unique natural beauty and
resources.”

Other sources of funding
for the land and conserva-
tion easement include a
grant from the Open Space
Institute’s Northern Forest
Transborder Protection
Fund and money from the
Katahdin Lake Deer Yard
Mitigation Fund, a source of
funding created specifically
for a deer yard acquisition
in Aroostook County.

“The deer yard is actually
quite an important piece to
keep intact because so much
of the area has been cut
over,” said Zakupowsky,
who has lived adjacent to the
conserved land in north Ori-
ent for the past 12 years.
“Where I live actually bor-
ders that land, and so for
wintertime we literally see
all kinds of deer moving into
the deer yard. We realize the
importance of them having
this area in order for them to
overwinter.”

Recognizing that the con-
servation of this land will re-
strict development in the
town, The Conservation Fund
has been working closely
with the residents of Orient
over the past five years to cre-
ate economic development
projects that focus on youth,
health care and community
growth needs.

Thanks to a Healthy Peo-
ple Healthy Places grant
from the Elmina B. Sewall
Foundation, the Conserva-
tion Fund is providing re-
sources to the East Grand
Health Center to help with

business planning, and to
the East Grand School in
Danforth for the construc-
tion of an outdoor classroom
to facilitate hands-on learn-
ing and exploration, and for
GPS units and GIS software
to site and map a network of
cross-country ski trails on
the land owned.

Existing networks of
woods roads and multiuse
trails exist on both the con-
served Orient properties,
Duffus said, and the plan is
to formalize some of those
trails and improve public ac-
cess to Longley Lake with a
parking area and public boat
launch. Another focus is to
keep access often to North
Lake, where people often put
in boats to paddle up Monu-
ment Brook for bird watch-
ing and bird hunting.

“That’s a very popular
thing that we want to be
sure folks continue to have
access to,” Duffus said.

In addition, The Conser-
vation Fund will be donat-
ing property to the town for
a new town building and
also selling three home lots
near Route 1 to encourage
town growth.

“The conservation is very
complex,” Duffus said. “It
deals with community needs,
and it also deals with habi-
tats. To be successful and do
the right thing, you have to
make every effort to bring
those together. That’s what
we’ve attempted to do here.”

The Conservation Fund is
still looking for permanent
funding for the 4,520 acres of
land it purchased in the
neighboring town of Weston.

“We don’t know what the
future holds for the Weston
parcels that we acquired in
terms of conservation,” Duf-
fus said. “We’re in the wait-
and-see mode right now, con-
tinuing to do community
work and actively managing
that land so it’s providing
jobs and it’s open to the pub-
lic. … We’re the temporary
owner, and we’re looking for
conservation funding and a
solution going forward.”

The Weston parcels in-
clude a well-known scenic
outlook on Route 1 known as
the “Million Dollar View,”
as well as land that includes
21 miles of frontage on East
Grand Lake.

To learn more about The
Conservation Fund, visit
conservationfund.org.
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COURTESY OF THE CONSERVATION FUND

This map shows nearly 7,500 acres of recently conserved land in Orient, first purchased
by The Conservation Fund in 2011, then transferred to the Maine Bureau of Parks and
Lands in March 2015. The land is in two parcels: 5,992 acres in north Orient and a 1,494-
acre conservation easement in south Orient.


