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White House Restaurant reopens

BY JOHANNA S. BILLINGS
BDN STAFF

JONESBORO — As the Covanta
Biomass energy plant closed, the
White House Restaurant opened.

Restaurant owner Henry
“Buck” Proctor said he worked for
Covanta off and on for 29 years and
learned in January
that the plant was
closing.

“[April 27] was
my last day at
work, and [April 28]
we opened this
place,” he said.

The restaurant is
open 7a.m.to 8 p.m.
Thursday through
Sunday.

Proctor said business was good
the first week with every seat
filled on two of the four nights.

By May 4, more than 25 people
had made reservations for Moth-
er’s Day on May 8.

“Now that the local people know
we’re open, I'm sure they’ll spread
the word,” he said.

Proctor purchased the restau-
rant 15 years ago. He ran it until
his divorce after which it re-
mained closed for five or six years.
While it was closed, he paid the
mortgage by renting the building
to Whitney Wreaths to house mi-
grant workers, he said.

“I knew I had to do something
with [the building],” he said. “I
had the mortgage.”

In December 2014, at the sugges-
tion of a friend, he decided to re-
model and reopen. The restaurant
was open last summer for only
nine weeks, however, because not
enough employees were available.

“The help ran out,” Proctor
said. “They went back to school.”

This year, he said, he is pleased
to report he has three experienced
cooks and other experienced work-
ers lined up for the summer. Many
of them have worked for him be-
fore.

He described having enough
help as a “big sigh of relief,” say-
ing last summer’s nine weeks of

Proctor

The White House Restaurant in Jonesboro has reopened.

operation were a “struggle.”

Because Proctor has no full-time
job now, he plans to keep the res-
taurant open until at least the fall
and possibly all year. The restau-
rant will be open seven days per
week during the summer, but he
said he was uncertain what days he
will maintain in the fall.

Before he lost his job, Proctor
said, he listed the restaurant for
sale with a real estate agent. He
would still consider serious offers
but is on the fence about selling.

Part of him wants to retire and
return to South Carolina to be near
his father. The other part wants to
continue to run the restaurant.

“In a way it would be nice to just
kind of retire,” said Proctor, who
will be 66 in June.

On the other hand, he said he
invested about $100,000 in new
flooring, plumbing, fixtures and
decorations while remodeling.

“It would be really good to run
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Customer Richard Kelley of Whit-
neyville enjoys coffee and conver-
sation with owner Henry “Buck"”
Proctor recently at the White
House Restaurant in Jonesboro.

this and get some of my investment
back this summer,” he said.

He does not want to sell the
building to anyone who does not
want to actually run a restaurant
there, he said.
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“I’d like to see the place up and
going in good hands,” he said.

Proctor recalled that while the
restaurant was closed, many local
people would ask him when it was
going to reopen.

“We have a bunch of the older
crowd that have been coming here
for years,” he said, adding these are
some of the same customers who
came when it was open years ago.

Among them is Richard Kelley of
Whitneyville, who said he is glad
the restaurant reopened. He enjoys
stopping for a cup of coffee and
chatting with whoever is there.

“I enjoy the people. It’s real
Down East,” he said.

He rarely eats out but when he
does, he enjoys the hamburgers
and hot dogs the White House
serves, he said.

The restaurant also serves sea-
food, pulled pork and daily spe-
cials such as meatloaf, lasagna and
chicken alfredo, Proctor said.

Bucksport
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There are wood pellet manufac-
turers in the South, “but we’re
three days closer to Europe than
some of those ports,” he said, mak-
ing such an enterprise even more
attractive to investors.

Manufacturing wind turbine
blades also might make sense for
the Bucksport site, Gelinas said,
and Bucksport “would be an ideal
manufacturing site for those.”

Cianbro, which operates a facil-
ity at which it manufactures mod-
ular-built industrial structures on
the Penobscot River in Brewer,
then ships them by barge, is an-
other example of what might be
done in Bucksport, Gelinas said.

If manufacturing is established
there, a new dry cargo dock would
be needed, and that’s where sig-
nificant investment would be
needed. The existing “wet” dock,
which allows for the offloading of
petroleum fuels, “was pretty much
purpose-built,” Gelinas said, prob-
ably about 70 years ago, when the
paper mill began using No. 6 oil,
and probably could not be repur-
posed.

But the 35-foot depths in the
harbor are not in need of dredging,
Gelinas said, which makes the lo-
cation as viable as Searsport, East-
port and Portland, the three ports
the state decided to focus its in-
vestment on back in the 1970s.

“Bucksport got orphaned” by
that strategy, he said.

“It’s pretty hard to see one com-
pany coming and replacing those
[paper mill] jobs,” Gelinas said,
but a consortium of businesses —
shipping and manufacturing —
could thrive.

“There’s going to be a lot of ideas
floated out there,” Gelinas said, “but
it’s going to take a real commitment
on the part of someone.”

Tom Groeningserves as editor

of The Working Waterfront news-
paper, where this article first ap-
peared. He also edits Island
Journal, the organization's annual
publication that celebrates island
life and culture.
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Health care
rise offsets
energy drop

BY NOEL RANDEWICH
REUTERS

Wall Street ended mixed on Mon-
day after arally in Allergan Plc. and
other health care companies offset a
decline in energy shares.

Five of 10 S&P sectors ended high-
er, led by the health sector’s 1.13
percent increase, while energy and
materials sectors both tumbled 1.25
percent.

Allergan surged 5.98 percent.
Teva Pharmaceutical Industries
Ltd. said it still expected its $40.5 bil-
lion acquisition of Allergan’s gener-
ic drug business to close in June.

Chevron Corp. fell 1.48 percent as
U.S. crude prices dropped 2.8 per-
cent and traders assessed the im-
pact of wildfires on Canada’s oil
output and a build in inventory.

A bigger-than-expected drop in
China’s imports and exports in
April pointed to weak demand in
the world’s second-biggest econo-
my and weighed on materials
stocks.

Caterpillar dropped 3.52 per-
cent, weighing the most on the
Dow industrials.

The Dow Jones industrial aver-
age ended down 0.2 percent at
17,705.91 points while the S&P 500
edged up 0.08 percent to 2,058.69.

The Nasdag Composite added
0.3 percent to 4,750.21, helped by a
2.45 percent rally in the Nasdaq
biotech index .

After the bell, solar panel com-
pany SolarCity, co-founded by
technology billionaire Elon Musk,
offered a first-quarter report that
disappointed investors, sending
its stock down 13 percent.
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the state have resources to help peo-
plefind jobs and employers find work-
ers at mainecareercenter.com or call
1-888-457-8883 Mon.-Fri. 8-4:30.

Maine state government has a web-
site to help job seekers create a profile
and find work in state government or
in the private sector at maine.gov/
portal/employment/jobs.html.

Both are free.

Consumer Forum is a collabora-
tion of the Bangor Daily News and
Northeast CONTACT, Maine's all-
volunteer, nonprofit consumer or-
ganization. For assistance with
consumer-related issues, including
consumer fraud and identity theft,
or for information, write
Consumer Forum, P.O. Box 486,
Brewer, ME 04412, visit http://
necontact.wordpress.com or email
contacexdir@live.com.



