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Outdoor Book Award, and
his photographs have ap-
peared in numerous exhib-
its and magazines, including
on covers of Smithsonian,
Audubon, Outdoor Photog-
rapher, Nature Conservan-
cy and Sierra.

For this new book, Blag-
den selected a wide variety
of stunning photographs he
has taken in recent years
while exploring the park,
from oceanscapes to
starscapes. He also enlisted
a handful of writers to pen
essays about the park, which
are scattered throughout the
book’s glossy pages.

“Each of them have a per-
sonal relationship with Aca-
dia,” Blagden said. “I tried
to pick writers that would
come at it from different per-
spectives.”

David Rockefeller Jr., a
member of one of Acadia’s
founding families, is among
the essayists, as well as Sher-
idan Steele, who recently re-
tired as superintendent of
the park. The list also in-
cludes W. Kent Olson, former
president and CEO of Friends
of Acadia; Dayton Duncan,
who co-produced the docu-
mentary “The National
Parks: America’s Best Idea”;
Christopher Camuto, the au-
thor of “Time and Tide in
Acadia: Seasons on Mount
Desert Island”; and Christo-
pher Crosman, the former
executive director of the
Farnsworth Art Museum.

Their essays about the
park address aspects of the
park — in the past, present
and future — that aren’t ex-
pressed through his photo-
graphs, Blagden said. To-
gether, the words and the
images create a more com-
plete sense of place.

“It is my hope that a book
like this will help the visitor
look more deeply at the
leaves underfoot, at the cu-
mulus above, and the seals
whose doglike heads break
the surface of the ocean,”
David Rockefeller Jr., 74,
wrote in his essay, “Manhat-
tan to Mount Desert,” in
which he relates his first
experiences on Mount Des-
ert Island and Acadia as a
boy. “Our fast-paced culture
too often has us whirring

through a new place as
though the task were to
check off an experience in-
stead of checking it out. My
grandfather clearly meant
for the visitors in Acadia to
come and rest awhile, to
marvel at the views from the
carriage roads he had so
carefully charted, to breathe
the air, and to know when
the blueberries had rip-
ened.”

Blagden’s relationship
with Mount Desert Island
also began when he was a
young boy and he would
visit his great aunt Zelina
Blagden at her summer
home on the western side of
Bar Harbor, on the Indian
Point peninsula.

“Then in my late teens, I
met my future wife and
started going up [to MDI]
with her family,” Blagden
said. “Her family goes back
to 1900 visiting Mount Des-
ert Island. … So every single
summer since I was 19 years
old, I’ve gone up there, and
once I started photograph-
ing, I was going up more and
more, in all seasons.”

In 1968, Zelina Blagden
and her husband, Donald
Blagden, donated their beau-
tiful coastal property to The
Nature Conservancy so it
would be preserved as wild.
Today, the land is known as
the Indian Point-Blagden
Preserve and features ma-
ture forests of red spruce,
white cedar and balsam fir
and more than 1,000 feet of
frontage on Western Bay.
Visitors can explore the
property on a trail system of
nearly 4 miles of intersect-
ing trails.

“It’s just grabbed a place
in my heart,” Tom Blagden
Jr. said of MDI and Acadia.
“What enthralls me about it
is the diversity in such a
small package, the diversity
of weather and landscape
and habitat, and it has so
many different moods and
atmospheres.”

When Blagden photo-
graphs the park, he often
travels along the historic
carriage roads and Park
Loop Road by bicycle, a
mode of travel that allows
him to easily carry his
heavy photography gear
while covering a lot of
ground at a slow enough
pace to notice the details of
the landscape. He also has
taken some of his best photo-

graphs of the park from
kayak, he said, paddling on
Acadia’s many freshwater
lakes and ponds.

“The physical involve-
ment itself sort of becomes
the reward,” he explained.
“It fine tunes your con-
sciousness much more in
keeping with the surround-
ings.”

Following the park’s his-
toric footpaths and paddling
across its clear lakes, Blag-
don has watched the sun
rise and set, then traced the
stars. He’s observed foxes
play in the meadow and ea-
gles soar over the moun-
tains. He has hiked to many
summits, and often he has
veered off the beaten path to
gain a fresh perspective.

“I think the bottom line
is, there really are no short-
cuts,” Blagden said. “I spend
so much time in Acadia. …
I’m sweating and my body is
interacting with the land-
scape. For me, it’s very
much a part of getting out
and getting immersed in it.
That fuels not only some dif-
ferent perspectives, I think,
in some fresh places, but
takes advantage of unique
moments of light and condi-
tions.”

With a home base in
Charleston, South Carolina,
Blagden has concentrated
his work primarily on that
state, as well as Maine and
Costa Rica. He also guides
photography trips to the
Grand Canyon.

“My career has been a lit-
tle different compared to
most of my colleagues,”
Blagden said. “I’ve chosen to
work long term in areas that
I love and try to create a
body of work that amounts
to some conservation value
or certainly builds a strong
sense of place. And to me,
that work is much more
gratifying.”

Blagden is a fellow of the
International League of Con-
servation Photographers

and the North American Na-
ture Photography Associa-
tion, and he has served on
the board of the Nature Con-
servancy of South Carolina
and the Lowcountry Open
Land Trust.

“I think it gets back to a
very kind of simple continu-
um of experience where if
we slow down enough we
start really seeing what’s
there,” Blagden said. “And

in the process, we begin to
appreciate it and transcend
into protecting it. So much
conservation goes hand and
hand with art.”

This summer, Blagden’s
photography will be show-
cased in a solo exhibit, “Gla-
ciers to Granite: Acadia — A
Centennial Celebration,” in
the Ethel H. Blum Gallery at
the College of the Atlantic in
Bar Harbor. The exhibit will

run July 11 through Aug.26,
with the opening reception
scheduled for 5-7 p.m. July
14. The opening event and
exhibit are open to the pub-
lic are free to attend.

The book, “Acadia Na-
tional Park: A Centennial
Celebration,” is available at
Maine bookstores and on-
line through booksellers
such as amazon.com and
barnesandnoble.com.
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This night sky
image is one
of 150 color
photographs
by Tom
Blagden Jr.
included in
the 2016 book
“Acadia
National Park:
A Centennial
Celebration.”


