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name, Bogarts Wooden Jig-
saw Puzzles, as an artistic
challenge. The architect
with a clear and orderly ap-
proach invented his own
techniques. A carefully pre-
pared, mirror-like surface
becomes the canvas for
high-resolution image trans-
fers.

“With the aid of the com-
puter, many puzzle makers
are creating puzzles using
laser and water jets. This
process minimizes the
craft,” he said.

In the 18 years Hollis has
personalized and perfected
the artistry, he’s turned 500
images into puzzles, a tactile
pursuit that peaked in popu-
larity during and after the
Great Depression.

“Puzzle making is very,
very enjoyable,” said Hollis.
“It’s a relaxing activity, al-
most equivalent to sewing.”

But unlike sewing, there
are few places to go to learn
puzzle making. Hollis was
drawn to this specialized
discipline by a chance en-
counter at a craft show years
ago.

“I met a 75-year-old
woman making jigsaw puz-
zles and was completely
blown away. She invited me
back to her house and be-
came my mentor,” said Hol-
lis, who at age 69 would like
to make puzzle creation his
full-time employment.

A contrast from mass-pro-
duced puzzles seen jumbled
in hotel game rooms, or scat-
tered around lakeside cab-
ins, Hollis’ puzzles are free-
hand cut and individually
crafted.

“Very few people are cre-
ating jigsaw puzzles on a
professional level, let alone
hand cutting the puzzles,”
said Hollis.

”Both the computer and
social media keep way too
many people distracted,
with little time to sit down
at a table and enjoy the ful-
fillment of assembling a
well-made wooden jigsaw
puzzle.”

He hopes to change that
piece by piece.
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Puzzle maker Jay Hollis cuts a puzzle in his studio in Wells
recently.
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