
C2 Friday, July 22, 2016, Bangor Daily News

Celebrity fever hits Maine birding circles
All birders are easygoing, non-

competitive people.
I’m kidding, of course. We’re

Americans. We can make a contest
out of anything. For instance,
Kristin Lindquist is a birder from
Camden. In Janu-
ary 2009, she and I
discovered we
both were at ex-
actly 296 on our
Maine bird lists.
That is, we each
had seen and list-
ed 296 different
species in the
state over our life-
times. Kristen
proposed we race
to 300. I agreed,
and I soon took the lead by sight-
ing a gyrfalcon in Orono on March
13, 2009. Only a couple of hours
later, she snagged a rare bird in
southern Maine.

Kristen won the race, but we
kept up the tally for a while — I
even pulled ahead for a few months.
However, I’ve fallen completely
into despair. She’s at 332. I’m 10 be-
hind and falling fast. It’s stuff like
this that creates celebrity birds,
and Maine has had a handful of ce-
lebrities so far this year.

Celebrity birds are rarities that
have strayed into Maine. For those
who make it a personal challenge to
see as many birds in the state as pos-
sible, distance is not a problem. Ce-
lebrities can attract quite a crowd
— even paparazzi. With the prolif-
eration of digital photography, shut-
terbugs can line a roadway in hopes
of a good celebrity shot.

This year’s bout of celebrity
fever started in January, when a
mew gull was reported in Owls
Head. It’s the smallest of the white-
headed gulls in North America,
and its breeding range covers
much of Alaska and nearby Cana-
dian provinces. It spends the win-
ter along the Pacific Coast but has
been known to wander. It is practi-
cally unheard of in Maine, yet this
celebrity hung around a certain
set of lobster pens for more than a
month.

In late May, a ruff turned up in
Weskeag Marsh in South Thomas-
ton. The ruff is a large sandpiper,
about the size of a greater yellow-
legs. During breeding season, the
male is quite colorful. Its nesting
range stretches clear across the
top of Eurasia, and it’s even been
known to stray across the Bering
Sea and nest in Alaska. Most win-
ter in Africa. A few spend the cold
months on the Eurasian continent
and the Indian subcontinent. The
ruff is known for vagrancy, and it
has turned up in Maine before. As
wetlands have been drained in Eu-
rope, their numbers have declined.
Fewer are turning up on our shore
than they did several decades ago.

In early June, birders were as-
tonished to find a pair of king rails
in Wells. It’s the largest member of
the rail family, dwarfing the sora
and Virginia rails that are found
throughout Maine. King rails are
found in freshwater marshes, usu-
ally near the coast. It nests in the
Mid-Atlantic States and winters
from North Carolina to Texas. King
rails have appeared in Maine be-

fore, but they’re rare. Having two
rails canoodling in the same marsh
increased their celebrity status —
like Taylor Swift and whoever Tay-
lor Swift is dating now.

For the second year in a row, a
little egret has returned to Maine.
Little egrets are wading birds that
look much like snowy egrets but
with astonishing head plumes that
would make any egret envious. It
has been spreading westward
across Eurasia, reaching the Brit-
ish Isles only in 1989 and begin-
ning to nest there in 1996. It re-
mains a rare visitor to our shores,
except for this one celebrity bird
that has been thrilling birders in
marshes adjacent to Maine Audu-

bon headquarters in Falmouth for
two summers. It may be the most
photographed celebrity bird again
this year.

Despite the rash of other celeb-
rities, the reigning champ is a red-
billed tropicbird that has returned
to Maine for the 12th year in a row.
The tropicbird is tern-like but
larger, with long streaming tail
feathers and a huge red bill. It is
an acrobatic flyer that dives on
fish and squid. You can see one
around the Galapagos Islands off
the coast of Ecuador. Or, if you’re
lucky, you can see Maine’s celeb-
rity tropicbird on Seal Island,
south of Stonington. Odds are
against you. He’s more reclusive

than Johnny Depp. I missed him
on the Isle au Haut Ferry trip out
to see the puffins last Sunday, but
another puffin-watching boat got
good looks five days earlier.

You’ll note that all of these birds
are found closer to Kristen’s home
than they are to my home in Hud-
son. No wonder she’s winning —
not that we’re competitive or any-
thing.

Bob Duchesne serves as vice
president of Maine Audubon’s
Penobscot Valley Chapter. He de-
veloped the Maine Birding Trail,
with information at mainebirding-
trail.com. He can be reached at
duchesne@midmaine.com.

BOB
DUCHESNE
GOOD
BIRDING

BOB DUCHESNE

Red-billed tropicbird.

Loons
Continued from Page C1

toration efforts for 25 years.
He said because of habitat
loss and hunting, loons had
essentially been extirpated
from Massachusetts by 1900,
and they didn’t begin to reap-
pear until 1975. The birds are
long-lived but slow to colo-
nize.

“I think we need to watch
[various] species as monitors
of what goes on around us.
They do indicate the health of
the system around us,” Evers
said. “And loons are great in-
dicators that way. They live
long, and if something goes
wrong, they’re up on the
upper part of the food web
and they feel it first.”

The research institute also
is reintroducing loons in
Minnesota and Wyoming,
Evers said.

“We’re in our third year
[in Minnesota], we’ve translo-
cated 15 chicks, and it’s gone

well,” Evers said. “In Massa-
chusetts, last year was our
first year to bring loons down
from New York. That went
well in an area that was part
of their former breeding
range in Massachusetts. We
needed another state to kind
of chip in with loon chicks,
and that’s why we have
Maine this year.”

D’Auria said that Biodiver-
sity Research Institute will
handle the field work and
take the loons to their new
homes.

According to the research
institute’s website, in 2013 the
Ricketts Conservation Foun-
dation awarded Biodiversity
Research Institute a $6.5 mil-
lion grant to support this five-
year project that aims to
strengthen and restore loon
populations within their ex-
isting and traditional range.

This is the first year that
Maine is donating loon chicks
to the project, according to
D’Auria.

The wildlife biologist said
that the chicks the research

institute hopes to take from
Maine will be captured in Au-
gust. Those chicks will hope-
fully be taken from two-chick
broods, with one chick re-
maining with its parents in
Maine.

“A lot of times, when loons
have two chicks, one domi-
nates over the other, and that
one that’s subordinate will
not do as well and will some-
times perish,” D’Auria said.
“If [researchers find] a two-
chick brood they are looking
to take that dominant chick,
most likely. It will be the most
likely to survive a transloca-
tion and fledge successfully
on a different lake. That one
that’s left behind will hope-
fully flourish, because it
doesn’t have to compete any
more with the sibling.”

Lakes in the southern and
western part of Maine will be
targeted for loon recruitment
for the study, he said.

The reason: The loons will
be captured after dark, and
Biodiversity Research Insti-
tute wants to be able to deliv-

er the chicks to Massachu-
setts before sunrise the next
morning.

“They do something called
night-lighting,” D’Auria said,
explaining the capture meth-
od. “They’re going out at
night, in the dark, and using
spotlights and loon calls to try
to attract loons to a boat
where they have a spotlight
that’s shined in the loon’s
eyes. It kind of confuses them
and will sometimes separate
the chicks from the adults.”

At that point, the research-
ers will catch a chick with a
long-handled net. A brief

physical examination will fol-
low, and the loon may or may
not be kept and taken to Mas-
sachusetts.

“[In Massachusetts] there’s
a fenced-in pen where they’ve
got blinds that the people can
hide behind to provide food
through a little chute that
goes into the water,” D’Auria
said. “The loons can see the
lake itself, but there’s no
human contact. They’ll be
there for several weeks until
they’re ready to fly and fledge,
and then they’ll open up the
gates and let [the loons] be
released onto the pond.”

Several weeks later, the
loons will move to the coast
for the winter.

“Loons don’t reach matu-
rity for four or five years,
for breeding, so then it’s
kind of a waiting game for
the next four or five years,
at least, to see if those loons
that were released come
back to either that pond or a
nearby pond,” D’Auria said.
“[Biodiversity Research In-
stitute] will be monitoring
all of the nearby ponds, and
the loons will be marked
with color bands so they can
be recognized.”

DEDHAM — Tyke hikes
with farm and sanctuary
steward Gail VanWart,
10-11 a.m. Saturdays,
July and August, Peaked
Mountain Farm, 6 Ellerys
Lane. Children must be
accompanied by adult.
Experience nature, do a
craft, hear a story. Indoor
activities if the weather is
inclement. $3, free to
children.

GRAND LAKE STREAM
— Downeast Lakes
Land Trust celebrating its
15th anniversary with a
community party, 7-9
p.m. Saturday, July 23,
Grand Lake Stream ball-
field. Premiere of
“Advancing Community

Conservation,” documen-
tary film by Mark Ireland,
featuring the work of land
trust and other Maine-
based conservation
organizations. Snacks
and refreshments provid-
ed. Open to all. 796-2100
or cbrown@downeas-
tlakes.org.

GRAND LAKE STREAM —
Serious Skills for Boys
and Girls series: free edu-
cational activities for chil-
dren ages 10 to 16, 9:30
a.m.-noon Thursdays,
Grand Lake Stream
School Building. Aug. 4,
introduction to forestry;
Aug. 11, meet a game
warden. Aug. 18, wild edi-
bles for beginners. 796-
2100 or cbrown@
downeastlakes.org.

GREENVILLE — Blue

Ridge Hike and Bike
Trail and maintenance
day, 9-4:30 p.m. Friday,
Aug. 12. Will be of mod-
erate difficulty. Meet at
Greenville Consolidated
School to carpool to trail
head. Bring a lunch,
water, work gloves and
bug repellent. Some
tools provided, but volun-
teers encouraged to
bring loppers, pruners
and hand saws. Rain
date Saturday, Aug. 13.
Erica Kaufmann, erica@
fsmaine.org.

GREENVILLE — Friends of
Wilson Pond Area photo
contest in celebration of
its 25th anniversary as a
land trust. Rules and
information at fowpa.org.
Prizes include dinner for
two at West Branch Pond
Camps, tickets for two for

a Katahdin Rock and Roll
Cruise, and Indian Hill
Trading Post $50 gift cer-
tificate. Deadline for
photo submissions Sept.
1.

NORTHPORT — Coastal
Mountains Nature Pro-
gram’s “Learn About Edi-
ble Poisonous Mush-
rooms” 10 a.m.-noon
Saturday, Aug. 6, at the
McLellan-Poor Preserve
in Northport. David Por-
ter, Brooklin resident and
emeritus professor of
mycology at the Univer-
sity of Georgia, will lead
the walk. Meet at the
preserve entrance on
Herrick Road, just south
of Little River Road in
Northport. For informa-
tion, visit www.coastal-
mountains.org. For last-
minute changes, contact

Coastal Mountains Land
Trust at 236-7091 or
info@coastalmountains.
org.

RICHMOND — Maine
Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife’s
Family Field Day, 7:30
a.m.-4:30 p.m. Saturday,
July 30, on Swan Island
in the Kennebec River.
Fly fishing, archery, geo-
caching, orienteering,
ATVs, trapping, air gun
range, paddling, a work-
ing dog demonstration
and more. All equipment
and instruction will be
provided. Cost is $5 per
person or $20 for a fami-
ly. Ferry rides are provid-
ed to and from Swan
Island. Participants are
urged to arrive early for
the event. Registration is
required; materials are

available online at http://
bit.ly/swanislandfield-
day16

SEARSPORT — Yoga on
the beach with Missy
Hatch, 10-11:15 a.m.
Wednesday, July 27,
Sears Island. Sponsored
by Friends of Sears
Island. Free and open to
all. Park along the cause-
way at end road, meet at
kiosk near island gate by
10 a.m. Wear comfortable
clothing, bring a beach
towel and water. Leave
pets at home. Cancelled
in the event of rain.
friendsofsearsisland.org
or facebook.com/friend-
sofsearsisland.

Things to Do
Outdoors

For a complete listing of
calendar items or to submit
your event, visit www.ban-
gordailynews.com.


