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Hardwick farm beef products part of recall

BY STEVEN H. FOSKETT JR.
TELEGRAM & GAZETTE

The U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture has ordered a New Hampshire
farm to recall around 8,800 pounds
of raw beef products, including beef
sold last month by Chestnut Farms
in Hardwick, that may be contami-
nated with E. coli, the agency’s Food
Safety and Inspection Service an-
nounced this week.

The recall was issued after the

FSIS was notified of a cluster of E.
coli illnesses affecting 14 people —
10 from New Hampshire, two from
Massachusetts, one from Maine and
one from Vermont. The illnesses
were traced back to the PT Farms, a
Haverhill, New Hampshire, slaugh-
terhouse and beef processor.

The raw, intact and non-intact
beef product items, including ground
beef, ground beef patties, and other
sub-primal cuts were produced be-
tween June 6 and June 16, according

to the USDA. Various weights and
sizes of raw and raw non-intact beef
products, packed in cardboard boxes,
from the following farms are subject
to the recall: Chestnut Farms, PT
Farm, Miles Smith Farm and Robie
Farm. The products bear establish-
ment number M8868 inside the
USDA mark of inspection. Consum-
ers who have purchased these prod-
ucts are urged not to consume them;
they should be thrown away or re-
turned to the place of purchase.

Kim Denney, co-owner of Chest-
nut Farms, said in an email Thurs-
day night PT Farms slaughtered
four Chestnut Farms cows on the
same day it cut 1,000 pounds of
ground beef for other accounts. She
said none of their products have
tested positive and no customers
have reported illnesses. But the pos-
sibility of cross-contamination from
either the cooler or knives and
equipment at PT Farms still exists,
she said. Almost all the four beef

cows were used for Chestnut’s
Waltham Community-Supported
Agriculture program that went out
June 25. She asked anyone who has
Chestnut Farms beef from the end of
June to please return it to the farm
for a full refund or replacement.
“We have worked with [PT Farms
owner]| Pete Roy for over a decade
and have faith in him,” Denney said
in the email. “But things happen
and we are grateful the USDA in-
spection process caught this.”

Upper Valley Economic
Corp. offers loans

SHERMAN — The Upper Valley
Economic Corp., which established
a Revolving Loan Fund for busi-
nesses in northern Penobscot Coun-
ty and southern Aroostook County
in 2011, has loan funding available.

The Revolving Loan Fund was
meant to provide capital to small busi-
nesses that were unable to obtain
credit through conventional sources.

Minority entrepreneurs, women
business owners and self-em-
ployed individuals with limited
incomes are encouraged to apply.

Borrowers may use funds for the
purchase of machinery and equip-
ment, furniture and fixtures, supplies
and working capital, and renova-
tions, acquisition and development of
land, easements and rights-of-way.

UVEC’s Revolving Loan Funds
cannot be used to produce agricul-
ture products through growing,
cultivation and harvesting either
directly or through horizontally
integrated livestock operations,
and the funds may not be used for
construction, conversion or the
enlargement of buildings.

Loans range from a minimum of
$2,000 to a maximum of $20,000. A
$100 application fee must be sub-
mitted with each application. Ma-
chias Savings Bank of Houlton ad-
ministers the grant for UVEC.

Since its inception, UVEC has
loaned more than $64,500 to local
businesses. UVEC recently received
a $15,000 grant from the Betterment
Foundation to bring the total of

funds available to more than $30,000.
For information, visit uvec.org
or call Jeff Package at 365-7631.

Jump-start your
business plan

HOULTON — Jump-start your
$35,000 Houlton Entrepreneurship
Challenge business plan submis-
sion, brush up on business basics
and get on solid ground this sum-
mer with a tuition-free three-session
business planning class offered by
New Ventures Maine, 9:30 a.m.-
noon Fridays, Aug. 5, 12 and 19, at
the Houlton town office, 21 Water St.

The nine-hour class covers the
basics of a business plan, marketing
and cash planning and is suitable for
those thinking about or in the early
startup phase of a new business.

The Business Basics class is open
to all entrepreneurs. The class is suit-
able for those who are thinking about
starting their own business, those in
the early start-up phase, or estab-
lished business owners who want a
refresher on planning for successful
business operation or expansion.

Preregistration is required by
Wednesday, Aug. 3. For information
or to register, call 768-9468, email
karin.petrin@maine.edu or go on-
line to register at newventures-
maine.org/schedules/business-ba-
sics-34/. Class is limited to 15.

New Ventures Maine also will
offer a free 12-session business plan-
ning class, “Venturing Forth: Busi-
ness Planning for Entrepreneurs,”
Sept. 6-Dec. 13 in Presque Isle. Those
interested in the Venturing Forth

session are encouraged to attend
Business Basics first.

Berman & Simmons law
firm recognized

LEWISTON — Berman & Simmons
once again has been ranked by Cham-
bers USA as the best law firm in Maine
for the representation of plaintiffs.

The firm earned the highest possi-
ble ranking in the “Litigation: Mainly
Plaintiff” practice area, and was the
only firm in Maine to be ranked in that
practice area in the annual Chambers
USA directory released this spring.

Additionally, Chambers USA se-
lected only seven individual lawyers
in Maine for recognition as outstand-
ing lawyers for plaintiffs. Four of the
seven are from Berman & Simmons:
Steven Silin of Freeport, Julian Sweet
of Portland, Jodi Nofsinger of Portland
and Benjamin Gideon of Freeport.

Silin and Sweet were recognized
as “Band 1” lawyers, the highest
possible ranking, in both the
“Medical Malpractice” and “Main-
ly Plaintiff” categories.

Nofsinger and Gideon were recog-
nized in the “Medical Malpractice”
and “Mainly Plaintiff” categories.

Additionally, lawyer Jack Sim-
mons was honored as a “Senior
Statesman,” whose work has been
pivotal to the firm’s success.

The rankings reflect the law firm’s
longstanding reputation as the domi-
nant firm in Maine for personal in-
jury and medical malpractice cases.
Based in Lewiston, the law firm has
three regional offices and 17 lawyers
serving clients throughout Maine.
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they might seek to focus the state’s
forest products industry, as com-
munities such as East Millinocket
and Lincoln remain particularly
hard-hit.

Penobscot County has been hit
harder than other areas with pa-
permaking jobs.

Average paper industry employ-
ment dropped 85 percent in Penob-
scot County last year. With the
shuttering of the Lincoln mill, the
number of paper manufacturing
establishments dipped below
three, marking the industry’s dis-
appearance from the county-level
statistics.

Somerset County, where Mad-
ison Paper industries shut its
doors in May, led the state for
the highest concentration of
paper mill employment. It also
has Sappi’s Skowhegan mill. The
Androscoggin mill in Jay large-
ly helped keep that county in
second place, but it, too, faced a
recent loss.

Cascades Auburn Fiber an-
nounced in June that it would
close July 15.

While it varies throughout the
state, most communities that
lost paper mills in recent years
have persistent unemployment
at levels higher than the state
average.

East Millinocket remained high-
est among those in June, with an
unemployment rate of 9.1 percent

in June, averaged over the previ-
ous 12 months. That compares
with the statewide average of 3.9
percent and Lincoln’s rate, at 8.3
percent. Old Town was an excep-
tion, with an unemployment rate
lower than the state average, at 3.4
percent.

Losses in the paper industry
challenge other forest products
businesses. The decline of the
paper industry ripples through the
economy, especially a drop in de-
mand for softwood species of trees
driven by mill closures.

That drop in demand has left
loggers looking for other markets,
such as biomass. But biomass
plants, which use waste wood to
produce electricity, face head-
winds, too, as the lingering low
price of oil has made it more diffi-
cult for them to produce power at
competitive rates.

Fuel consumption by biomass
generators serving the regional
power grid continued to drop in
January — typically their busiest
month — after a recent peak dur-
ing the winter of 2014, according
to statistics from the U.S. Elec-
tricity Information Administra-
tion.

Fuel consumption for January
was down about 12 percent, ac-
cording to Electricity Information
Administration data, after dipping
slightly in January 2015.

A decline in biomass generation
was what fueled the state’s effort
to prop up the industry with a
$13.5 million bailout.

That batch of money, too, has
some big shoes to fill.
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Wall Street
edges lower
as energy
sector falls

BY CHUCK MIKOLAJCZAK
REUTERS

The S&P 500 and the Dow closed
slightly lower on Monday, as a drop
in oil prices dragged down energy
stocks, while tech names Apple and
Alphabet helped lift the Nasdaq to
its highest close in over a year.

The S&P 500 had hit a record
high earlier in the session, but was
unable to hold gains as U.S. crude
slumped to below $40 a barrel, its
lowest level since April, before set-
tling at $40.06.

“Qil has once again re-emerged
as a real driver of how investors
are gauging the trend for equi-
ties,” said Peter Kenny, senior
market strategist at Global Mar-
kets Advisory Group in New York.

“Now we are beginning to see the
glut narrative have an impact on oil
and have an impact on equities.”

The S&P 500 gained 3.6 percent
in July, its best month since March,
touching record intraday highs
seven times, as the U.S. economy
showed signs of picking up and
corporate earnings were not as bad
as had been initially feared.

Earnings are now expected to de-
cline 3 percent for the second quar-
ter, according to Thomson Reuters
data, an improvement from the 4.5
percent decline expected on July 1.

Exxon and Chevron were down
3.1 percent and 3.3 percent, respec-
tively, as the biggest drags on both
the Dow and the S&P 500. The S&P
energy sector lost 3.3 percent.

The Dow Jones industrial aver-
age fell 27.73 points, or 0.15 per-
cent, to 18,404.51, the S&P 500 lost
2.76 points, or 0.13 percent, to
2,170.84 and the Nasdaq Composite
added 22.07 points, or 0.43 percent,
t0 5,184.20.

The Nasdagq closed at its highest
level since July 21, 2015.

Apple Inc rose 1.8 percent, pro-
viding the biggest boost to the
three main indexes. Apple has
gained more than 9 percent since
reporting results last week. Google
parent Alphabet Inc was up 1.2
percent at $800.94.

Data on Monday, however,
showed U.S. manufacturing activ-
ity slowed in July as orders fell
broadly and construction spend-
ing dropped in June, following up
a tepid reading on U.S. second-
quarter gross domestic product on
Friday.

Traders saw the chance of a Fed-
eral Reserve interest rate hike by
year-end at about 35 percent, ac-
cording to CME Group’s Fedwatch,
down from more than 50 percent
last week.



