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er who died a few years ago.
They wanted to find a way to
honor her memory and
stumbled upon an article
about the libraries in an
issue of Parade Magazine.

“We decided that would
provide the perfect vehicle
to keep her memory alive,”
her children wrote on the
official map to the libraries.

Waldo County has no offi-
cial, registered book ex-
changes, but sharp-eyed res-
idents may have noticed
more small and sometimes
whimsical library boxes
popping up around the re-
gion. Thanks to an effort by
the Literacy Volunteers of
Waldo County, there are
free library boxes located on
Bridge Street in Belfast, at
the Belfast Transfer Station
and at Swan Lake Grocery
in Swan Lake. More will be
coming soon, according to
Denise Pendleton, the coor-
dinator of the local Literacy
Volunteers group.

“A volunteer said, ‘I have
more books than I know
what to do with,’” she said,
adding that someone in the
group knew about the free
library on Spring Street and
about the international
movement.

And so they decided to
start building little libraries
of their own.

“Some folks who are not
serious readers might feel in-
timidated by going into a
public library,” Pendleton
said. “For these, you don’t
have to get a library card.
You can be a resident from
anywhere and use the li-
brary. And even though the
slogan is ‘take a book, leave a
book,’ you don’t have to leave
a book right then and there.”

The local program is
called the WaldoReads Little
Library, she said, and each
library has a volunteer stew-
ard who checks it every
week to make sure there are
enough books, that it’s in
good shape and that it’s well
cared for.

Volunteer Wendy Kasten
is in charge of the little li-
brary on Spring Street. On a

recent foggy morning she
checked it, pulling out an art
textbook that hadn’t moved
in several weeks and replac-
ing it with different selec-
tions.

“It’s getting a lot of use,”
she said of the library. “We
thought probably no one
was going to use it in the
middle of winter, but they
did.”

Then, parallel quests begin.
First, they must stay alive.
And second, they’ve got to fig-
ure out what they’re supposed
to accomplish. While not as
polished as the early Harry
Potter books, it captures the
same other-worldly feel that
J.K. Rowling excels at.

The book is being pitched
as a young adult novel, but
adults are just as apt to
enjoy the adventure. As
soon as the “game” begins,
Barrett ratchets up the ten-
sion rapidly as foes begin
popping up and causing
trouble for the protagonists.

And while not all of us play
live-action role playing
games, that shouldn’t dis-
courage potential readers
from picking it up.

“I don’t consider the book
to be a live-action role play
book,” Barrett said. “I con-
sider it to be escapist fantasy.
It’s a fun adventure story.
Having the characters start
in the LARP was a very
seamless way to get them
from one world to the other.”

Barrett, 43, is married and
has three children. He said
when he began writing “It’s
All Fun and Games,” he was
primarily writing for his
kids. Creating Allison, a key
character who’s a girl, was
important to him.

“My oldest is 15 now, but
[whenIwrotethebook]shewas
11, which is why Allison is one
of the leads,” he said. “I’m very
conscious of the fact that fanta-
sy role-playing [such as Dun-
geons and Dragons] is a very
white guy kind of thing. I want-
ed it to appear accessible, that
no matter who was reading the
book, they’d say, ‘Yeah. I could
see myself getting into that.’”

Barrett said pop culture
trends that favor fantasy
movies such as “Lord of the
Rings” and TV shows such as
“The Big Bang Theory” have
helped liberate a potential
audience for books like his.

“I think that culture has
embraced geekdom,” he said.
“It may not necessarily be
‘cool’ with a capital-C, but it
certainly is not marginalized
the way it used to be.”

And when it comes down
to it, what’s really so geeky
about a cool adventure?

Unfortunately for readers,
“It’s All Fun and Games” ends
too soon. Barrett wraps things

up nicely, but admits when he
wrote the book, his goal was to
reach the magical 50,000 word
barrier so he could reach the
NaNoWriMo goal.

The good news: He’s got two
more books — the end product
of the 2011 and 2012 contests
— that serve as sequels.

If, that is, “It’s All Fun and
Games” takes off and readers
want to see sequels.

“I have partially been lazy
[about working on editing the
next two books], and partially
been trying not to jinx my-
self,” Barrett said. “Obvious-
ly, if this [book] tanks and no-
body buys a copy, ever, then
there’s going to be no market
for the second book.”

With that said, Barrett is
thinking positively, and al-
readyconsidershimself lucky.

“I’m optimistic. I’m al-
ways optimistic. Because
right from the get-go, this
has been so much more suc-
cessful than I ever imagined
it would be,” Barrett said. “A
trip to San Diego? I am so far
in the black already that it’s
not even funny.”

Barrett will attend a book
signing from 2 p.m. until 3
p.m. Saturday at The Briar
Patch, 27 Central St.,
Bangor. The book is avail-
able through Inkshares or
Amazon for $5.99 (e-book)
or $9.99 (paperback).
Barrett said those looking
to buy it locally should talk
to their area bookseller
about ordering copies.

sented by the Caldbeck Gallery in
Rockland and the Barry Whistler
Gallery in Dallas, Texas.

McLean said she got involved
with the Knox County Homeless
Coalition a few years back at the
request of executive director
Stephanie Primm. “I received a
call from Stephanie Prim, who had
just taken over as director of Knox
County Homeless Coalition. She
wanted to meet me for coffee. …
When I sat with her, I was so im-
pressed with her,” McLean said.
“Her vision was very different,
and I was very impressed with it.”

McLean began taking portraits
of folks helped by the homeless
coalition, which to date has helped
1,294 people, including 643 chil-
dren. Of those, 621 have moved
into independent housing — 55
percent of them were kids.

With some of McLean’s portraits
available in life-size proportions
for viewing, she said it’s bringing
homelessness out of the darkness
— something she thinks is impor-
tant to changing preconceived no-
tions.

“I feel that a lot of people when
they hear about a homeless shelter
they expect it to be filled with
drunk old men, and what I wanted
to relate to people in our commu-
nity is that the people who are
there are people just like us,”
McLean said. “These are people in
our schools, on our ... teams, in our
plays who just happen to be home-
less.”

The folks helped by the home-
less coalition are getting help with
education, job training and apply-
ing for Section 8 housing. “They
are just working really hard,”
McLean said.

“They’re just beautiful chil-
dren and beautiful people … who
are just working really hard to
improve their life,” McLean
said.

“A lot of times, they haven’t had
a break, they’ve been struggling
all their life … and the hope they
have,” McLean said. “They have a
lot to offer. … I am so glad that we
have this space in our community
that is making such a difference in
people’s lives.”

The exhibit will be open through
Aug. 24 by chance or appointment.
Call 207-230-4264 or email info@
homehelphope.org to set up an ap-
pointment.

PATRISHA MCLEAN

An exhibit to benefit the Knox County Homeless Coalition includes these portraits of homeless people from
the area taken by photographer Patrisha McLean.
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selection of
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WaldoReads
Little
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boxes in
Belfast.


