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Women’s Business Center at CEI launches program

PORTLAND — The Women’s
Business Center at Coastal Enter-
prises Inc. has announced the
launch of an Entrepreneur in Resi-
dence Program designed to con-
nect Maine’s women business
owners who have a specific chal-
lenge or question with local entre-
preneurs that have the industry or
area-specific knowledge needed to
identify solutions.

Initial matches were made this
spring during a pilot test of the
program.

The EIR Program was created to
fill a need the Women’s Business
Center identified among clients
for industry and area-specific
guidance. EIRs can function as
sounding boards for ideas, share
personal experiences and lessons
learned, and help other business

owners navigate the frustrations,
challenges and questions that are
specific to an industry or area of
expertise.

The connections are made to fa-
cilitate very focused one-time
meetings, during which a business
owner can clearly articulate a spe-
cific need, challenge or question
that an EIR may be able to assist
with.

Approximately 20 entrepre-
neurs have volunteered to meet
with two to four Women’s Busi-
ness Center clients a year. The
EIRs represent a variety of in-
dustries, possess a range of ex-
perience and share a common
interest in giving back to the
small business and startup com-
munity.

Business owners interested in

meeting with an EIR should fill
out the request form, which can be
found at www.ceimaine.org/entre-
preneur-in-residence-program.
The Women’s Business Center will
respond and discuss whether the
EIR program is a good fit, then
make the match. Information that
is shared by the WBC and client
with an Entrepreneur in Resi-
dence is confidential.

On the Job

Erin Cooperrider has joined
NewHeight Group in Portland as a
development partner on a new
project, Luminato Condominiums.
Cooperrider will
continue in her role
as development di-
rector at Commu-
nity Housing of
Maine, where she
has been for more
than 10 years, help-
ing to grow the or-
ganization’s asset
base from $5 million
to more than $70 million using low-
income housing tax credits, state
and federal historic tax credits,
grants, loans and private equity.

Cooperrider

Dougherty Project Management
in Bangor has hired Rhonda
Hamel as senior project manager.
She will lead outsourced technolo-
gy and facility projects for the
company. Hamel
comes to Dough-
erty Project Man-
agement after a 20-
year career with
Androscoggin
Bank, serving most
recently as vice
president project

manager/security Hamel
officer. Hamel
earned her Project Management

Professional certification from the
Project Management Institute and
holds a Bachelor of Science degree
in business administration from
Husson. Hamel serves on the
board of directors for the United
Way of Androscoggin County.

James Gehrke has joined Ban-
gor Savings Bank as vice president
and senior commercial banking rela-
tionship manager for the bank’s
Commercial Banking group. Gehrke
most recently worked for Machias
Savings Bank where he served as a
business banking team leader. Be-
fore joining Machias
Savings Bank, he
held many positions
at Bangor Truck and
Trailer, including
sales. He is a gradu-
ate of the University
of Maine at Farming-
ton, where he re- .
ceived a Bachelor of Gehrk
Arts in business eco-
nomics. He went on to receive his
Bachelor of Science and Master Of
Business Systems in business man-
agement from Husson University.
He is also a graduate of the Massa-
chusetts Bankers Association School
of Lending and Bangor Region Lead-
ership Institute. Gehrke is active in
his community, serving as a member
of Bangor Rotary, Challenger Learn-
ing Center Think Tank, and as a
loaned executive with the United
Way of Eastern Maine. He lives in
Brewer with his fiancee and their
children, Kaiden and Julia.

Shirley Conklin of Salisbury
Cove was named Mount Desert Is-
land Hospital’s 2016 Volunteer of the
Year in recognition of her contribu-
tions to the community and her com-
mitment to the MDI Hospital Auxil-
iary. Conklin received the award at
MDI Hospital’s annual volunteer
celebration on July 15 at Kebo Valley
Golf Club. In addition to her service
to the MDI Hospital Auxiliary, where

she has recruited new members and
encouraged and increased participa-
tion at all levels, Conklin is also ac-
tive in the Eden Bap-
tist Church. The
July 15 event also
recognized contribu-
tions made by MDI
Hospital’s 211 volun-
teers, who contribut-
ed 5,923 hours
throughout the orga-
nization. Volunteers
support MDI Hospi-
tal, the MDI Hospital Auxiliary,
Birch Bay Retirement Village, the
Don and Beth Straus Program, and
serve on boards and committees and
therapy dog teams.

Conklin

Amy Smith of Lincolnville has
been appointed the new assistant
director for student and academic
services at the University of Maine
Hutchinson Center in Belfast. Smith
was graduated from Camden-Rock-
port High School and, in 2010, she
was UMaine’s valedictorian. She
received bachelor’s
and master’s de-
grees in history
from UMaine, and is
a doctoral candi-
date. Smith credits
much of her success
to the Hutchinson
Center, where she
began her academic
career. She says the
center provided a great introduc-
tion to higher education and a start-
ing point for her to learn how to be
successful after an 18-year hiatus.
She advocates for nontraditional
students to successfully pursue
higher education. She also brings

Smith

five years of professional experi-
ence in higher education. Most re-
cently, she served as an academic
adviser with UMaine’s Explorations
Program, where she worked closely
with first-year students and taught
first-year seminar classes for aca-
demic success. She will oversee
Hutchinson Center student support
services, including academic advis-
ing, admissions, financial aid, aca-
demic accommodations, degree
completion and career counseling.
She also will play an integral role in
connecting Hutchinson Center stu-
dents and staff with the greater
UMaine community and the Univer-
sity of Maine System by advocating
for new and continuing student ser-
vices, programs and resources.

Lee Plisga has been promoted
from teller to card services at KSW
Federal Credit
Union in Waterville.
Plisga has been a
teller at KSW FCU
since March 2015.
She is on the Social
Responsibility Com-
mittee at KSW, and
is active in the com-
munity as well as
with her dance stu-
dio Stage Presence for Dancers. She
lives in Winslow with her husband
and her black Lab, Mack.

Plisga

To submit items for On the Job,
visit bangordailynews.com. Fill out
the “News and Photos" form under
the “Post News" button at the top
of the home page and click
“Publish” at the bottom when fin-
ished. Questions? Call Community
Editor Julie Harris at 990-8285.
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Wall Street
steps back
from record

BY NOEL RANDEWICH
REUTERS

Wall Street receded from record
highs on Monday as a drop in
health care stocks offset gains
caused by higher oil prices and a
strong jobs report.

A rally to several all-time highs
since late June has left the S&P 500
up nearly 7 percent in 2016, with
many investors concerned about
stretched valuations.

“This is a natural pause for re-
flection by the markets. Everyone
is sitting there saying ‘Holy cow,
what did we do?” said Brad Mec-
Millan, chief investment officer at
Commonwealth Financial Net-
work.

“Momentum is a big part of it.
People are afraid of missing out.”

Pressured by losses in Bristol-
Myers, Merck and Allergan, the
S&P 500 health care index dipped
0.9 percent while the Nasdaq
biotech index dropped 1.1 per-
cent.

Oil prices rose more than 2 per-
cent after a report last week indi-
cated some OPEC members had
called for a freeze in production.

Investors fretted about growing
signs that S&P 500 aggregate earn-
ings could decline for a sixth
straight quarter.

Analysts polled by Reuters ex-
pect third-quarter earnings to fall
0.2 percent, as of Monday. They
had estimated a 0.2 percent rise on
Aug. 3.

The S&P 500 opened at a record
high before turning modestly neg-
ative and closing down 0.09 per-
cent at 2,180.89.

The Dow Jones industrial aver-
age edged down 0.08 percent to end
at 18,529.29.

The Nasdaq Composite dropped
0.15 percent to 5,213.14.

It was one of the year’s slowest
sessions. About 5.86 billion shares
changed hands in U.S. exchanges,
compared with the 6.56 billion
daily average over the last 20 ses-
sions.

Advancing issues outnumbered
declining ones on the NYSE by a
1.35-to-1 ratio; on Nasdagq, a 1.10-to-
1 ratio favored decliners.

Free webinar on Equal
Pay Act and wage equity

PORTLAND — Attorneys Rich-
ard Moon and Joanna Bowers of
Verrill Dana will offer a free webi-
nar on the Equal Pay Act and pay
equity and recent changes affect-
ing them.

Several states have enacted ag-
gressive equal pay laws. While re-
vised equal pay legislation has
largely stalled in U.S. Congress,
the U.S. Department of Labor has
released new regulations that tar-
get gender bias by federal contrac-
tors and has proposed changes to
the EEO-1 form to seek informa-
tion about pay disparities in the
workplace.

Moon and Bowers will discuss
these recent changes, the current
state of the law regarding Equal
Pay Act claims at the federal level,
and what employers should do to
audit their pay practices.

Register for this complimentary
online webinar at verrilldana.
com.
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final rules, Maine might adopt them
and “fill in the gap” by having them
apply to companies of all sizes.

You can find a list of licensed
debt collectors at BCCP’s website
at maine.gov/pfr/consumercred-
it/index.shtml. There’s also a link
to the Downeaster Common Sense
Guide to Debt Collection under the
heading “consumer tools.”

Consumer Forum is a collabora-
tion of the Bangor Daily News and
Northeast CONTACT, Maine's all-
volunteer, nonprofit consumer or-
ganization. For assistance with
consumer-related issues, including
consumer fraud and identity theft,
or for information, write
Consumer Forum, P.O. Box 486,
Brewer, ME 04412, visit http://
necontact.wordpress.com or email
contacexdir@live.com.



