
rock left on the land by gla-
cier — is marked with a
sign.

In about 0.3 mile, the trail
emerges from the forest at the
old granite quarry. Continue
to follow the orange blazes
that mark the trail, which are
painted on the exposed bed-
rock. The trail leads around
the edge of the quarry to a
memorial bench. Continuing
past the bench, the trail visits
a number of memorial stones
for members of the McGuire
family, who used to own and
managed the quarry.

The quarry was an active
industrial site from the be-
ginning of the 1900s through
the 1920s, then briefly active
again in the 1960’s, with a
last effort in 1980, according
displays at the preserve
erected by the Island Heri-
tage Trust. The granite of
the quarry was used to con-
struct courthouse columns,
building blocks for build-
ings and bridges, and most
famously, the memorial for
President John F. Kennedy
at the Arlington Cemetery.

The Glacial Erratic Trail
climbs gradually to a spot
known as the “viewpoint” of
the quarry, which is marked
by a large circle of granite
memorializing Francis S.
McGuire. From that loca-
tion, you can look out over
the quarry and forest to
nearby Webb Cove and be-
yond to Isle Au Haut. A large
diagram has been erected at

the spot to help you identify
the coves, islands and moun-
tains before you.

Just below the viewpoint
is a wooden platform with
benches. This area makes
for a good spot to rest, picnic
or gather a group.

The Glacial Erratic Trail
continues around the quar-
ry to join with the Grout Pile
Trail and the old quarry
road at an intersection. The
Grout Pile Trail is blazed in
blue paint and further ex-
plores the quarry and the

grout — huge rock piles —
nearby. The trail creates a
0.25-mile loop through the
forest. Along the way you’ll
notice a side trail, also
blazed in blue, that leads to a
viewpoint and a trail that is
only for the guests of Old
Ocean Quarry Adventures.

To return back to the park-
ing area, you can walk back
along the Glacial Erratic
Trail or simply take the old
quarry road, which is only
about 0.25 mile from the
quarry to the parking lot.

Access to the preserve is
free. While visiting, remem-
ber to respect the private
property surrounding the
quarry. Stay within the pre-
serve boundaries, keeping
in mind there is no public
access to the water from the
preserve. Dogs are permit-
ted on the property but must
be on leash at all times.
Camping, fires, firearms,
motorized vehicles and bi-
cycles are prohibited. And
please carry out all trash.

For information about the

preserve trails and the many
other trails owned and
maintained by the Island
Heritage Trust, visit island-
heritagetrust.org or call 348-
2455.

Personal note: I’ve ex-
plored many trails through-
out Maine over the four-some-
odd years I’ve been writing
this column. Along the way,
I’ve learned about many won-
derful land trusts that con-
serve land for wildlife and the
public. One of these outstand-
ing organizations is the Is-

land Heritage Trust, which
has conserved several pock-
ets of beautiful, mossy forest
in the Deer Isle area.

I’d like some day to say
I’ve visited all of their pre-
serves. On Aug. 27, I knocked
Settlement Quarry off the
long list.

I chose the quarry because
it’sopentodogs,andIplanned
to spend the day with my dog,
Oreo. But I also chose it be-
cause I thought it would be
different from the regular
woodland hike. I was right.
As I walked the trails, I
learned about the history
local quarry industry, as well
as some tidbits about geology.
I read the displays aloud, but
Oreo wasn’t the best pupil.

It was a sunny Thursday,
and I wasn’t surprised to
run into a few other hikers:
a family of four, a couple
and a runner.

In conclusion, I’d say the
quarry is a great place for a
variety of people to enjoy,
including families. Families
with small children can sim-
ply walk up the old quarry
road, then turn right onto the
Glacial Erratic Trail to hike
a short distance to the view-
point and the long wooden
benches that make for a great
picnic area. But be sure to
exercise caution along the
edge of the quarry. If Oreo
hadn’t been on a leash, I’m
afraid he would have jumped
over the ledge without think-
ing — and it’s quite a drop.

For more of Aislinn
Sarnacki’s adventures, visit
her blog at actoutwithais-
linn.bangordailynews.com.

“You put [the shark] up
next to the boat, and it might
not have been 21 [feet long],
but it was as big as the boat,”
Douvarjo said. “The girth —
I don’t even know how to
explain it — I bet three guys
couldn’t have linked their
arms around it. It was just
monstrous.”

Douvarjo said that at least
three other great white shark
sightings have been reported
in Mane waters over the past
couple of years, though he’d
never seen a great white
himself. Beach said the cap-
tain explained why it might
have been off MDI.

“Seals are their favorite
snack and thing to eat, so it
kind of made sense that we
saw what we saw,” Beach
said.

Unfortunately, the inci-
dent took place so quickly,
there’s no photographic evi-
dence of their encounter.

“The reason we didn’t get
a picture was the shark was
right up on us before we re-
alized it probably wasn’t a
basking shark,” Beach said.
“This shark looked to be 18
to 22 feet. It was huge. I
thought it was almost a
whale.”

Having seen “tons of
basking sharks” over the
years, Douvarjo was pretty
sure he knew what he’d
seen, but after returning
home that night, he looked
at photos of both basking
sharks and great whites.
The photos of great whites
depicted the animal they’d
seen, he said.

“I’ve seen all manner of
wildlife out there, and I’ve
never seen anything like that.
It was pretty cool,” he said.

And though he expects
that some people might say
he misidentified the shark,
he’s not budging.

“That’s my story, and I’m
sticking to it,” he said with a
laugh.

Fun shoot on tap
If you’re looking to get in

some sporting clays practice
and want to help combat
poaching in Maine, the Her-
mon Skeet Club has just the
event for you.

The club will hold its
sixth annual northern
Maine Operation Game

Thief fundraiser on Satur-
day: The Fall Harvest Fun
Shoot.

For the $100 entry fee, en-
trants will make their way
through a 10-station, 100-tar-
get sporting clays course.
The event starts at noon,
and the field will be capped
at 50 shooters.

Prizes, raffles and a silent
auction are part of the day,
and lunch will be provided.

To register, go to
maineogt.org or call Peter
Partley at 745-6498.

John Holyoke can be
reached at jholyoke@
bangordailynews.com or
990-8214. Follow him on
Twitter: @JohnHolyoke.
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Settlement Quarry Preserve in Stonington.
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“They’ve saved Schoodic
Peninsula,” Dave Reed said.
“You’ve got to give the park
superintendent and the De-
partment [of Interior] some
credit for doing this. I’m re-
ally happy about this.”

While the soft opening for
the campground and trails
was Sept. 1, the grand opening
celebration was set for 3 p.m.
Sept. 2. Open to the public, the
event included a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony with remarks
by U.S. Sen. Angus King, Aca-
dia National Park Superinten-
dent Sheridan Steele and Sc-
hoodic Institute President and
CEO Mark Berry.

“We haven’t opened a
campground in 70 or 80
years,” John Kelly, public
information officer for the
park, said.

Acadia National Park is
home to two other camp-
grounds: Blackwoods Camp-
ground and Seawall Camp-
ground on Mount Desert Is-
land. Both campgrounds are
on the National Register of
Historic Places and were
originally constructed by
the Civil Conservation
Corps in the 1930s.

The new Schoodic Woods
Campground is located in
the park’s only mainland di-

vision in Winter Harbor on
a conservation easement
that recently has been added
to the park.

It’s opening is the culmi-
nation of a decade-long effort
to protect a 3,200-acre tract of
land on the peninsula, which
has been threatened by the
development of a resort, in-
cluding a hotel, golf course,
sports center and luxury vil-
las, according to a recent
news release issued by the
National Park Service.

In 2011, Schoodic Woods
LLC, a subsidiary of New
Hampshire-based Lyme
Timber, purchased the land.
Over the past two years, the
company constructed the
campground along with a
network of bike paths and
hiking trails on the south-
ern half of the property. The
company then donated the
1,400 acres of the land — in-
cluding the campground,
bike paths and trails — as a
conservation easement to
the United States.

The land and the new fa-
cilities now will be operated
and managed as a part of
Acadia National Park.

“We heard about the
campsite at Cindy’s Fish
and Chips on Route 1 in
Freeport — the owner told
us about it,” Bridgette Bloss
of Indiana, who was on road
trip with her partner and
daughter, said. “So we blast-

ed over here, and I think
we’ve got the best site.”

In a fairly secluded camp-
site of Loop B, the three
erected a large tent, which
they’d nicknamed “The
Taj,” and were planning on
following one of the new hik-
ing trails to the ocean.

“I wanted them to experi-
ence this — the smell of the
pines, the fresh air,” said
her partner, Mike Whicker,
the only one of them who
had visited Maine before.

“This is really beautiful,”
Bridgette Bloss said. “This
park is going to be amazing
when all the trees and grass
grow in.”

The campground consists
of 94 sites: 33 RV sites with
water and power hook-ups,
50 drive-in tent sites with
power hook-ups, nine hike-
in sites and two group sites
with a shared picnic shelter.
Other visitor facilities at the
campground include a rang-
er station, a 100-seat amphi-
theater and a 100-space day-
use parking area.

“You can do a lot of things
from the campgrounds in
terms of hiking and biking,”
Kelly said. “And the day-use
parking area is something to
take advantage of. People can
park there and get on their
bikes, go hiking or take the Is-
land Explorer to see the park.”

The walk-in campsites
will be open to campers next

summer, Kelly said. For the
remainder of this season,
which lasts until Columbus
Day, only a select number of
the drive-in campsites on
Loop A and B are available
to the public on a first-come,
first-serve basis. Next sum-
mer, people will be able to
reserve sites online at the
campground at recreation.
gov, where Acadia’s Black-
woods and Seawall camp-
grounds also are listed.

“We hiked into a remote
tentsite earlier, and they’re
really nice,” said Loren
Wright of Woolwich, who
claimed a Schoodic Woods
campsite on Loop B on Sept.
1. “Some of them have a great

water view, and they have a
nice square tent platform.”

Loren Wright was camp-
ing with her husband, John
Wright, and dog, Bella, in
their Mercedes-Benz camp-
er van, which was complete
with a full bath and refrig-
erator.

“We’re really roughing
it,” she said, laughing. “To-
night we’re making chili.”

The couple booked the
campsite until Friday and
planned to attend the grand
opening celebration
Wednesday.

Limited parking was
available at the campground
for the grand opening cele-
bration and campground

tours on Sept. 2. The camp-
ground parking area is on
Schoodic Loop Road, about 1
mile south of Route 186 in
Winter Harbor. Satellite
parking was available at the
Masonic Lodge and Winter
Harbor Town Office on
School Street in Winter Har-
bor. The Island Explorer
provided free, continuous
shuttle service between the
satellite parking and camp-
ground from 2:30 to 6:30 pm.

To learn about Acadia
National Park and the new
Schoodic Head Campground
and biking and hiking trails,
visit nps.gov/acad/ or call
288-3338.


