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act,” Fahey said. “I’ve prob-
ably said more than he
would, because it’s not his
nature.”

But after a slow start,
Martin was willing to tell a
few tales of his own. The
outdoors, he said, has al-
ways been his playground.

“I’ve always liked the out-
doors. I like the water, the
rivers, especially the Penob-
scot River,” he said.

Martin grew up on the
Penobscot, renting boats
that his father, Pepper Mar-
tin, built. He first became a
Maine Guide at age 17, when
legendary game warden
Mose Jackson signed off on
his abilities, as was the cus-
tom back then.

Then he began taking fly-
fishing “sports” to ponds in
the woods above the current
Telos Road, which didn’t
exist at the time.

During his adult years,
jobs working in construc-
tion and as a cement finish-
er in Millinocket and Buck-
sport kept him too busy to
guide full time.

But that didn’t mean he
gave up on his outdoor pur-
suits. In fact, he was particu-
larly committed to fishing
for Atlantic salmon in his
home river, the Penobscot.

“One June — I only fished
the month of June — I at
least hooked a fish and had
it on for a few minutes every
day [that month],” Martin
said.

In order to do that, he had
to rise early and commit to
returning to the river after
work if he’d had no success
during the morning session.

“I’d get up at 2 o’clock in
the morning, [prepare] my
lunch, go down there and get
my boat out and fish,” he
said. “If I didn’t catch a fish,
I’d come in [off the river] at
about 6 o’clock, sometimes
6:30, and drive to Millinocket.

Then, after work let out at
4 p.m., he’d rush back to the
river and fish until dark.

His passion for the out-
doors is obvious to folks like
Fahey, and the game warden
was happy that his friend
was recognized for a life
well-lived in the outdoors.

“I just admire his skill
sets and his demeanor,”
Fahey said. “He’s a real
Maine gentleman, Maine
sportsman.”

John Holyoke can be
reached at jholyoke@ban-
gordailynews.com or 990-
8214. Follow him on Twitter:
@JohnHolyoke.
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Jim Martin recently received an award for lifetime achievement from the Department of
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife.


