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Celebrate Homecoming with Husson...
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THURS|OCT. 1|7 & 9 PM

TOM COTTER
Breakout comedian from America’s Got
Talent and familiar face on The Tonight Show

THE DRIFTERS
OCT. 2
7:30 PM
Tickets: $35/25
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said, gesturing at the tower-
ing metal frames, “this was
all replaced with five cabi-
nets the size of a refrigera-
tor.”

Switching equipment like
this was — and still is —
often hidden away from pub-

lic view for security purpos-
es and to maintain competi-
tive advantage.

“This equipment had a
form of electronic memory
and is a precursor of the
computers in use today,”
founding board member
Charlie Dunne of Beverly,
Massachusetts, said. “There
was a time when the phone
system in the United States
was considered the largest

electro-mechanical comput-
er system in the world.”

Founded in 1984, the Tele-
phone Museum attracts
about 400 visitors each year,
in addition to school groups
and other organized tours.
It’s located at 166 Winkump-
augh Road in Ellsworth and
is wholly reliant on volun-
teers for leading tours, fund-
raising, managing dona-
tions of equipment and tin-

kering on the collection to
keep it clean and in good
running condition.

Admission to the Telephone
Museum is $10 for adults
and $5 for children. Hours
are 1 to 4 p.m. Saturdays
through the end of
September and other times
by appointment. Call the
museum at 207-667-9491
for more information.

Gutter praised Barry’s
firsthand knowledge of the
subject and directorial ap-
proach.

“He would tell us cool
stories about the guy the
character was based on,”
Gutter said. “I came away
from it with a lot.”

While raking more than
a decade ago, Barry al-
ready knew he’d be writ-
ing about his time in the
fields.

“Many of the lines in the
film are direct quotes from
raking blueberries 2004, so
many years ago,” said
Barry. “I would hear stuff
on the field, and I would
run — literally run — to
my truck (saying) ‘Oh, I
got to get a sandwich,’ and
I would have my tape re-
corder and I would start
saying things and writing
things down. I still have
those notes and, for the
screenplay, I referred to
those.”

Barry sees the business
of blueberries changing in
Maine as small, indepen-

dent farms give way to
larger, conglomerated op-
erations. He also foresees
a time when harvesting
will be fully mechanized.
That’s happening already.
In that light, he hopes his
book and film can serve as
a document of how things
were, once-upon-a-time,
Down East.

“I think we’ve been able

to capture a part of Maine’s
fading, agro-industrial
landscape,” he said.

“Sex, Drug and Blueberries”
will premiere 7 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 26, at the
Camden Opera House in
Camden. The screening in-
cludes a solo musical per-

formance by Dave Gutter
before the film. Tickets cost
$15 and are available
through the Opera House’s
box office. Barry said a spe-
cial, chartered bus will run
from Portland. For more in-
formation and to watch a
film trailer, visit sexdrugs
andblueberries.com.

designed so they move and
project colors and light.
Suspended from the ceil-
ing of the glass-walled atri-
um, the design allows the
sun to catch the sculpture,
reflecting colors on surfac-
es as sunlight flows
through.

“Home” is special to
Busch because of what it
represents and what it will
replace — her sculpture ti-
tled “Celebration,” which
once hung in the same space.
The piece was the first sculp-
ture of its kind Busch had
done and was installed in
1990. On a visit to the build-
ing years later, she realized
the material she used origi-
nally — colored film used
for theatre lighting instead
of the UV acetate she now
uses — had faded. Because
the art acted as a representa-
tion of her work, she decided
to have the piece deacces-
sioned. It was removed, and
the space lacked a work of
art. Now it’s being filled
once more by “Home,” a
new piece with materials de-
signed to withstand the test
of time.

Busch, a resident of Glen-
burn since 1973, created her
signature sculpture design
used in both pieces with a
simple idea. In 1989, she was
picked as one of four final-
ists to install a commis-
sioned piece in the atrium of
the Cultural Building in Au-
gusta. The space required a
something unique — differ-
ent than what she had done
before.

Busch used black plastic
garden netting to keep deer
away from her backyard
raspberry bushes, and the
material gave her an idea.
She wanted to see what she
could do with it.

“I had just pulled some

netting off my raspberry
bushes,” Busch said. “I took
a watercolor that I had done
and wove it through. I stuck
it up on my wall and thought,
‘Well, I don’t know what I’m
going to do with this.’”

She was required to ob-
tain tests showing the lon-
gevity of the materials she
used for the piece. In a call
to the company that pro-
duced the netting, she re-
ceived an answer she still
laughs at today.

“I said what I wanted to
use it for, and she said, ‘You
want to do what? Ma’am this
is to keep the deer off your
bushes! This isn’t art stuff!’”

But with a little ingenu-
ity, she soon began creating
pieces that have touched
many parts of the world,
from Presque Isle to Augus-
ta and points in between, as
well as in more far-flung lo-
cations in Oregon, Pennsyl-
vania, Alaska, Florida,
Massachusetts and New
Mexico.

Sculpture isn’t Busch’s
only art form. She creates
sewn paintings — acrylic on
canvas that is then hand
quilted. These are what she
calls her “soul work,” pieces
that started her career in art
and help her express her
love of painting. Before she
began making the massive
sculptures hanging in build-
ings across the United
States, she painted quilts,
showing them in art exhib-
its throughout Maine and
making commissioned piec-
es as well.

Separate parts of Busch’s
life have come together in
her art and the choice she
made to set out on her own
artistic path has led her to
create a piece that will fea-
ture in the atrium of the
Cultural Building for years
to come.

“I’m so happy I’m able to
do this,” Busch said. “To do
this commission made so
much sense.”

bounty. And in October,
Richer highlights Brussels
sprouts, kohlrabi, parsley,
pears and raspberries. She
hopes that when readers use
her book, they’ll be flexible
in their cooking, trying new
things but also adapting the
recipes to fit their needs.

“I hope people won’t be
afraid [to cook different
foods],” Richer said.

Over the past few years,
Richer said that the re-

sponse to the cookbook has
been positive.

“A lot of people tend to
say thank you because I
think the recipes cover
some of those obscure veg-
etables that it’s hard to
find a recipe for,” said
Richer.
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The Telephone Museum on Winkumpaugh Road in Ellsworth is packed full of phones and switchboards, most in working
order, for people to learn about and try.
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David Thompson, assistant treasurer of The Telephone Museum in Ells-
worth, walks out to the Island Telephone Co., which was donated to the
museum after going digital in 1995 from Frenchboro, Maine, located on
Long Island.
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Key players in The Telephone Museum are
Martin Harriss (from left), president; David
Thompson, assistant treasurer; and Charles
Dunne, a founder.
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In a still from his new movie, “Sex Drugs and Blueberries,” Maine writer and filmmaker
Crash Barry (left) shares a joint with lead actor Dave Gutter of the band Rustic Over-
tones. The film is set in Washington County during the first week of the 2004 blueberry
harvest.
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Bangor council
declaresARTober
to celebrate culture
By EvaN BElaNgEr
Bdn STaFF

BANGOR — The Bangor
City Council has formally
declared next month ARTo-
ber, a monthlong celebra-
tion of arts and culture in
the Queen City.

Planned by the Bangor
Commission on Cultural De-
velopment, the celebration
will showcase more than 80
events and exhibitions, in-
cluding live performances,
art exhibits, lectures and
workshops at 30 venues
across the city.

A complete listing of
events is available on the
city’s website at www.ban-
gormaine.gov/artober.

“It’s an opportunity for
the community to endorse
the inherent value of arts
and culture [and] praise
their contribution to soci-
ety,” said Caitlin Brooke,
the city’s business develop-
ment specialist and down-
town coordinator.

In June, the cultural com-
mission received a $10,000
grant from the Maine Com-

munity Foundation for sup-
port and programming relat-
ed to ARTober. That doubles
the commission’s annual
budget appropriation from
the City Council of $10,000.

Venues for ARTober in-
clude the University of
Maine Museum of Art, the
Bangor Opera House, Ban-
gor International Airport,
Bangor Mall, Bangor Public
Library, public parks and
numerous local businesses.

According to the cultural
commission, most ARTober
events will be free and open
to the public. Its slate of
events was developed by
reaching out to numerous
arts and cultural organiza-
tions in Bangor.

“So much happens here,
and it’s time to push the
year-round programming so
many organizations offer,”
said Kiersten Piccininni,
who chairs the cultural com-
mission.

ARTober coincides with
National Arts & Humanities
Month, a nationwide recog-
nition of the importance of
culture in America.

TALES TOLD
Peruse our blogs.
bangordailynews.com/maine-blogs
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Glenburn artist Elizabeth Busch’s work titled “Home”
hangs in the glassed atrium at the Cultural Building in
Augusta on Thursday.


