
wildlife management dis-
tricts in the northern part of
the state.

— Oct. 10-15: 1,095 bull
permits spread over 19 wild-
life management districts.

— Oct. 24-29: 220 cow per-
mits in five wildlife manage-
ment districts.

— Oct. 31-Nov. 26, ex-
cluding Sundays: 105
“any-moose” permits in 10
wildlife management dis-
tricts.

Kantar said moose hunt-
ing is a privilege in Maine
— only those who are se-
lected via a state-run lottery
get to participate — and be-
cause of that fact, hunters
make sure they savor their
time in the woods.

“Once you win that per-
mit, most people are making
grand plans, knowing that
it’s a limited opportunity,”
Kantar said. “[They say],
‘Let’s go out there and do it
right.’”

Kantar said with a vari-
ety of seasons taking place
during the fall, hunters
have some options when
they apply for a permit.

Traditionally, September
hunters have a better op-
portunity to call in bull
moose that are looking for a
mate. October hunters have
predictably cooler weather,
and often enjoy better sight-
ing conditions after leaves
have begun falling from
trees.

When the wildlife depart-
ment commissioned public
surveys earlier this year as
part of a long-term planning
effort, the results were inter-
esting, he said. In all, about
60 percent of hunters said
they’d rather hunt the Octo-
ber season.

“Many avid moose hunt-
ers would consider it a no-
brainer that September
would be the preference, be-
cause it provides the best
opportunity to actually call
in a bull,” Kantar said. “The
idea of just having the abili-
ty to call bulls was not the
sole driver.”

And Kantar said that
many hunters will likely
still have success calling in
bulls two weeks later. When
his name was drawn to hunt
a few years ago, Kantar said
the October season started
four days later than it does
this year. Bulls were still
actively calling and re-

sponding to calls at that
time.

Kantar said the onset of
mating activity — “the rut”
— is dictated by photoperi-
od, or the amount of day-
light at a given time of year.
In Maine, most of the mating
activity takes place over a
two-week span. But bulls
may start exhibiting mating
behaviors before the cows
are even interested in find-
ing a date. Thus, bulls are
interested in talking to other
moose — or moose hunters
who are trying to sound like
other moose — for longer
than two weeks.

“There’s a benefit to both
seasons, I believe,” Kantar
said. “Certainly in October
when grouse season is open,
there’s got to be a segment of
moose hunters who enjoy
[being able to bird hunt as
well]. … Usually it’s a gath-
ering of people, family or
friends.”

No matter what season
hunters are in the woods,
Kantar said there are two
tips he’d like them to con-
sider.

“I think in this day and
age, with all the informa-
tion and technology we
have, No. 1 is: For your
six days, you’ve got to be

pretty cognizant of your
weather,” Kantar said. “If
Monday and Tuesday or
Friday and Saturday are
going to be [the coolest
days], those are the days
I’d focus on.”

And the second tip? Don’t
be afraid to venture off the
beaten path.

“We really want to en-
courage people to get off
the roads,” Kantar said.
“The bottom line is, there’s
a lot of moose habitat
across the range. Go find a
place where you walk in
and call, and be prepared to
take a moose and handle it
out there.”

Kantar said “handling”
the moose in situations like
that would involve field
dressing and quartering the
animal, then packing out the
meat. Many hunters prefer
to dress the moose and take
it back to a tagging station
whole, but that’s not neces-
sary, he said.

“People can learn to take
that moose apart in the
woods and pack it out,”
said Kantar, who said a
video on the Department of
Inland Fisheries and Wild-
life’s website illustrates
the techniques that can be
used.
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Things to Do
Outdoors

For a complete listing of
calendar items or to submit
your event, visit www.
bangordailynews.com.

BLUE HILL— Blue Hill
Rifle and Pistol Club
annual Fall Shoot and
Open House, 10 a.m.-4
p.m. Sunday, Oct. 16, 54
Range Road. Running
and standing deer
events, cowboy fast
draw, turkey shoot,
archery for children and
trap shooting. Indoors
range open for use of air
pistols and rifles, and
.22’s. Food available.
Dinner, 5 p.m. Helpful
club members on hand
to assist and provide
instruction. Steve Mont-
miny at 479-4193 or
bluehillrpc.org.

BRUNSWICK —Appala-
chian Mountain Club,
Maine Chapter, potluck
dinner, 6 p.m. Wednes-
day, Oct. 5, Curtis
Memorial Library, 23
Pleasant St. Guest
speaker Rebecca Gold-
fine, 7 p.m., talking about
MainebyFoot.com and
hikes she has posted
there. Doors open 5:30
p.m. Bring a dish to
share as well as cup,
plates and silverware.
Free and open to all.

COLUMBIA— Pleasant
River Fish and Game
Conservation Association
Youth Field Day, 9 a.m.-2
p.m. Saturday, Sept. 24,
1597 Tibbetstown Road.
Clay target shooting, .22
rifle shooting and
archery. Lunch provided
to participants 16 and
under. Free and open to
those 18 and under
accompanied by an
adult. 497-2519.

GRAND LAKE STREAM
— Fall foliage paddle on
Big Lake with Downeast
Lakes Land Trust educa-
tion and outreach man-
ager Colin Brown. 3 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 5. Meet
at Big Lake boat launch,
end of Water Street.
Bring boat, paddle and
pfd. 796- 2100 or
cbrown@downeastlakes.
org.

GRAY— North Woods
Law Day, 9:30-11:30
a.m. and 1-3 p.m. Satur-
day, Sept. 24, Maine
Wildlife Park, Route 26.
Exhibits for National
Hunting and Fishing Day.
Meet game wardens
from North Woods Law
and K9 partners. Auto-
graphs available. Maine
Warden Service dive
trailer, airboat and more.
T-shirts and hats avail-
able for purchase.
Friends of Maine Wildlife
Park benefit barbecue.
Regular Maine Wildlife
Park admission fees will
apply.

HOLDEN — Maine Project
Learning Tree and Maine
Audubon program on for-
estry field data, 9 a.m.-1
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 15,
Fields Pond Audubon
Center, 216 Fields Pond
Road. Learn how to
establish a forestry
research plot in your
town or at your school
forest. 626-7990.

KINGFIELD — Sugarloaf
Mountain Bike Festival,
Friday through Sunday,
Sept. 23-25. Fall foliage
by bike on 50 miles of
trails. Reservations, 265-

2400 or lodging@maine-
huts.org.

KINGFIELD — Maine Huts
and Trails ninth annual
fall barbecue, Sunday,
Oct. 9. Homemade food:
squash soup, bread,
pulled pork, baked
beans, apple cider and
more. Free to members,
$15 non-members, $7
children. Reservations,
265-2400 or lodging@
mainehuts.org.

ORLAND — Great Pond
Mountain Conservation
Trust and Trot Riders of
Tomorrow open equestri-
an trail ride, 9:30-11:30
a.m. Sunday, Oct. 2,
Great Pond Mountain
Wildlands. Easy access
and parking for trailers.
Bring water for your
horse, plus a sandwich
for you. Drinks and des-
sert will be provided. To
register, 469-6929 or
info@greatpondtrust.org.
greatpondtrust.org.

WALTHAM —Waltham-
Eastbrook Youth Associ-
ation fourth season of
turkey shoot, 10 a.m.-
noon Sundays, through
October, beginning Oct.
2, shooting range, Route
200. Shooting events
with .22 rifles with open
sights, 20-gauge and
12-gauge shotguns, and
an open category. Prizes
are frozen turkeys.
Ruger 10/22 takedown
rifle will be raffled. Bene-
fits association scholar-
ship fund. Chris Kravitt,
584-3000.

WINSLOW— Hunter Safe-
ty Courses: 6-9 p.m.
Wednesday and Thurs-
day, Oct. 5-6; 8 a.m.-
4:30 p.m. Saturday, Oct.
8, Winslow Fire Depart-
ment. Don Perrine at
238-0279.

WINTER HARBOR —
Brown Bag Lunch
Series: Bats in Acadia
and Maine with Acadia
National Park biologist
Bruce Connery, noon-1
p.m. Thursday, Oct. 20,
Moore Auditorium,
Schoodic Institute, 9
Atterbury Circle. Bring a
lunch. Free. No regis-
tration required. 288-
1310.

Moose
Continued from Page C1

beautiful red casing off a
Maine concession stand hot
dog.

One of our photographers
— new to Maine at that point
— made that faux pas at a
tagging station in Green-
ville. That was a long time
ago. And I’m still telling the
story.

During the tagging pro-
cess, you will likely see a
few burly moose hauled
skyward by tagging station
workers. This is the weigh-
in. It can get a little gro-
tesque at times, but don’t
worry about that. I will
offer a simple pro tip, how-
ever.

At some point in the
hoisting-and-weighing pro-
cess, the hunter and his pals
will start yelling numbers.
One might say, “800.” An-
other might say, “750.” A
third might say, “1,000.”
Those are guesses. Each is
trying to establish himself
or herself as the top predic-
tor of moose weights. Most
will be wrong. Way wrong.

If you choose to add your
guess to the chorus, feel free.

(Hint: Guess high. Hunters
love it when you tell them
their moose is bigger than a
house).

Another hint: Don’t, ever,
ever, ever say what I said at
one of my first moose rode-
os.

To set the scene, the
moose in question looked
enormous. I had guessed
high. Very high. And as it
turns out, this moose was
apparently an optical illu-
sion. Its weight was low.
Very low.

At that point, I found out
that “That’s all?” is not a
suitable response at a moose
weigh-in.

The moose hunter — a
burly critter himself —
turned on me. He had been
in the woods for hours. He
and his crew had struggled
to get the moose back into
the truck. He was grimy. He

was tired. And he’d had
enough of me.

“You go out there and try
to haul that moose’s ass out
of the swamp for six hours,
then you can say, ‘That’s
all,’” the hunter snapped.

Duly chastised, I silently
slinked away.

Luckily, there was a con-

cession stand nearby.
And that seemed like the

perfect time to enjoy a red
hot dog.

John Holyoke can be
reached at jholyoke@ban-
gordailynews.com or 990-
8214. Follow him on Twitter:
@JohnHolyoke.
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facebook.com/bangordailynews


