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side of the stage in one page. …
It’s an art to figure out how to
do that.”

Detail orientedness is par-
amount. Koski even has to
consider which way the cos-
tumes unzip in relation to
the direction the actor or
actress will be walking
backstage. In addition to the
work on the costumes them-
selves, Koski did exhaustive
research beforehand to cre-
ate the looks.

“You find magazines, you
find articles, you look up old
news stories. You do whatever
you have to do to find pictures
of people from this time that
may look like that character
or feel like that character,” he
said.

After building image pal-
lets — or presentation slides
— for each character, Koski
has about a month to turn in
rough designs. Full sketch-
ing, outlining and watercol-
oring follows, then finally
the time comes to start pull-
ing things together. Then
Koski takes a trip up to the

costume storage area, which
is stuffed with more than
5,000 pieces of costumes.

“We just start digging,” he
said.

Once every option in the
building has been exhausted,
Koski either reaches out to
other companies that offer
costume rentals, visits local
thrift shops or shops online.
Then it’s time to get the ac-
tors and actresses in for fit-
tings.

“You basically play dress
up and go through each of
their looks,” Koski said. “Let’s
put them on your body, let’s
pin, let’s fit, let’s clip.”

Communication with the
actors and actresses is impor-
tant, as well.

“Are you comfortable? Do
you like what you’re wearing?
Am I on the same page with
you?” Koski asks, recalling
the conversations he has with
those he fits for costumes.
“They are that character.
They know better than you
half the time who that person
is.”

Usually Koski is in charge
of the entire costuming pro-
cess, but Emma Dean, a grad-
uate of Oklahoma State Uni-
versity, recently came on as
an intern to help out. She has

been working with Koski on
the show, most recently tack-
ling a wig for the costume for
Lydia, a character in the
show. The bangs of the wig
were feathered and teased to
allow for extra volume and a
distinctly ’80s look.

The first preview of “Doc-
tor Cerberus” is Oct. 22. The

show will run through Nov. 8.
Once the show begins, Koski’s
job is over — for now.

“We never step backstage.
After the show starts, I’m not
allowed to touch anything,”
Koski said. Instead a team of
stagehands, or “dressers,”
work behind the scenes, pull-
ing wigs, dresses and shoes off

the actors and actresses.
“It’s a huge collaborative

effort between everyone back-
stage and myself,” Koski said.

“Doctor Cerberus” will
show at the Bangor Opera
House at 7 p.m. Oct. 22, 23, 28
and 29; at 5 p.m. Oct. 24; at 3
p.m. Oct. 25; and at 8 p.m. Oct.
30.

In the late 1970s or early
1980s, he said, “I bumped into
some bluegrass music.”

In 1988, Brooks joined an
award-winning band called
Bluegrass Supply Co. He
served as the lead singer
until the band broke up in
1995, he said.

In the meantime, he at-
tended his 20th class reunion
in 1986 and connected with
classmate Jane, who became
his wife in February 1987.

About 10 years ago,
Brooks said, he began to feel
burned out and wanted to
stop performing. He decided
to focus on the fine arts.

“That’s probably even less
lucrative than being a musi-
cian,” he quipped.

Jane Brooks, who wanted
him to return to performing,
asked him if he would return
if she learned an instrument.

He said he would and she
learned the acoustic base, he
said.

She encouraged him to play
music that told stories instead
of the dance music he’d gravi-
tated to in the past, he said.
His style is now a mixture of
bluegrass, gospel, country and
rock rather than the dance
music he used to play.

Ken Brooks said she

learned fairly quickly and
was playing with him within
a year.

“She already could sing,”
he said. “She’d been on stage
with me a few times.”

Since that time, the Ken
and Jane Brooks have gar-
nered numerous awards in-
cluding the 2012 Vocal Duo
of the Year from the Maine
Country Music Association
and the 2014 Vocal Duo of
the year from the Maine
Academy of Country Music.
Ken Brooks was inducted

into the Maine Country
Music Hall of Fame in 2012.

Tickets are $15 at the door
or $12 in advance and $10 for
students and children. For ad-
vance tickets, call Tess at 726-
4776 or 454-2130, or Irene at
454-3027.

of which is to boost aware-
ness of cyclists and increase
cyclists knowledge of traffic
laws.

“We are beholden to the
exact same laws, and we are
also protected by the same
privileges [as motor vehi-
cles],” Reiss said. “I get re-

ally frustrat-
ed when I see
people bik-
ing on side-
walks or the
wrong way
down streets.
… It’s super
dangerous.
There’s a
hefty lack of

awareness on both sides.”
Reiss trained with the Bi-

cycle Coalition of Maine, an
organization whose goal is
to make Maine a better place
to bicycle. He has a love for
cycling and a drive to im-
prove conditions for cyclists
and those who travel by
motor vehicle in Bangor.

“When I got my driver’s
license, I quit biking for a
while. … Five years ago I
started thinking about bik-
ing again and how much I
loved doing it. I bought a
rusted out mid-60s Raleigh
… and I refurbished it as
best as I could. It was way
too big for me, but I rode
that for a year or two. I
sold my car and bought a
really nice bike, and that’s
my only form of transpor-
tation now,” Reiss said.

Anyone is welcome to join
the group. For this month’s
event, riders are encouraged
to come in costume.

“It’s open to all skill lev-
els, and we have a helmet
and light lending program to
make sure everyone is safe
and illuminated,” Reiss
said.

The event typically draws
between six and 12 people.
In the short time it has been
operational, Reiss has al-
ready met one of his goals.

“I was hoping that I would

eventually have people that I
didn’t know coming on the
rides, which ended up happen-
ing pretty quickly,” he said.

For more information about
Lunar Cycling Bangor, visit
facebook.com/lunarcycling-
bangor.

York City’s major recital
halls, as well as throughout
the East Coast and has toured
in Spain and Germany.

Johnson recently retired
after 40 years in information
technology. He has been re-
sponsible for IT development
and management.

The pair began living part-
time in Milbridge in 2008 and
have since relocated from
New York to pursue their
dream of developing the insti-
tute to foster the creative and
performing arts in Washing-
ton County.

Helping to make that dream
a reality is an attached three-
bedroom apartment for artists
coming to the institute for a
retreat or to lead workshops.

The couple rents out the
apartment to both summer va-
cationers and artists.

“That helps us to cover our
expenses,” Woerner said.

Woerner and Johnson pur-
chased the largehomeinApril
2014, investing “everything
we have” into the building,
Woerner said.

“We put a lot of sweat equi-
ty into the place,” she said,
adding that the couple spent
the last 18 months renovating.

The home is located along
the ocean shore where “artists
of all stripes” are inspired by
the views, she said.

The upstairs, which was
converted into a music studio,
includes seating for “a couple
dozen” people. A few can even
sit in a balcony, looking down
over the grand piano that is
the centerpiece of the room.

“I walk into the room and I
feel inspired,” Woerner said.

On Sept. 28, the studio host-
ed a “TLC” or “tiny little con-
cert” to celebrate its comple-
tion. Another concert is
planned for Dec. 27. Woerner
said seating is limited so those
who want to attend need to
reserve a spot ahead of time.

In the spring, while con-
tinuing to renovate the studio,
Woerner directed a musical at
Narraguagus High School. It
was the first musical the high
school had done in three
years.

“It created … some real en-
ergy to launch a drama pro-
gram at the school,” she said.

Woerner is working toraise
$20,000 as a match for a $20,000
grant from the Villchur Foun-
dation, a private charity in
Woodstock, New York.

“The match is basically
going to enable us to offer
more programs and provide a
school for people who can’t af-
ford it in Washington Coun-
ty,” she said.

Reiss

COURTESY KEN AND JANE BROOKS

Ken and Jane Brooks, shown here on their CD cover, will be
in concert at Washington County Community College Oct. 24.
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Kevin Koski, costume shop manager and costume designer for the Penobscot Theatre
Company, prepares the serger to stitch a zipper into “Creepy Eddie’s” costume.


