
Marguerite easily could
have become a one-dimen-
sional shrew. Aidem’s
often manic portrayal of-
fers insight into but never
excuses or explains Lee’s
actions on Nov. 22, 1963.
She gives a powerhouse of
a performance but never
overpowers her colleagues
on stage and leaves the-
atergoers wondering how
she infused this monster
of a mother with so much
humanity.

Chicago-based actor
Graham Emmons looks a
bit like Lee, but it is the
inner torment he brings to
the character that make
his portrayal so mesmer-
izing. Emmons’ waltz, fig-
uratively and literally,
with Marguerite is at
times agonizing to watch
as he tries to accomplish
the impossible — to love
Marguerite and breathe at
the same time.

Laurel Casillo of New
York City is charming as
Marina, the young woman
Lee met and married when
he lived in the Soviet
Union between 1959 and
May 1962. Marina speaks
Russian but little English
in the early scenes. Quick-
ly, she falls in love with
all things American but
never really understands
the odd Oswald family dy-
namics. Casillo brings
depth to what may be an
underwritten role.

As Robert, Erik Moody
of Lewiston brings a calm
normalcy to the family
and tries to shield his
mother and sister-in-law
from the press after Lee is
killed. Moody plays Rob-
ert as a man who has
struggled mightily to free
himself from Marguerite’s
grasp only to be pulled
back into a tangled web of
maternal devotion be-
cause of his brother’s ac-
tions, which he finds in-
comprehensible. Moody’s
Robert is a surprisingly
compassionate man but

one overwhelmed by cir-
cumstance and history.
He is the man Lee might
have been.

The technical crew for
“Mama’s Boy,” including
set designer Craig Robin-
son, costume designer
Justin Cote and lighting
designer Iain Odlin do a
fine job with the black-
box, 200 or so seat space.
The photographs of the ex-
terior of building in Fort
Worth and Dallas, includ-
ing the Texas School Book
Depository from which
Lee fired the fatal shots,
give the play a sense of
place. It also shows the
audience that while the
Oswald family is dealing
with their own issues in-
side houses, apartments
and motel rooms, the
world was seeing some-
thing far different.

“Mama’s Boy” is a tri-
umph for the playwright
and Good Theater Compa-
ny. This play double-dog
dares audience members
to deny that it reflects,
even in a tiny way, the

damage done in their own
families

“Mama’s Boy” runs
through Nov. 22 at the St.
Lawrence Arts Center, 76
Congress St., Portland.
For more information,
call 885-5883 or visit www.
goodtheater.com.
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Readers may remember
the Havener sisters from a
previous book by Hamlin.

“By the time I finished
‘Abbott’s Reach,’ the Haven-
er sisters emerged … [and] I
decided they needed a book
of their own,” Hamlin said.

Likewise, they might rec-
ognize a few characters from
previous books in peripher-
al books in “The Havener
Sisters.”

For Hamlin the process
of writing a book has
changed a lot since she first
wrote “Pink Chimneys,” at
least in terms of technolo-
gy. Back then, she wrote
long hand on pads of paper
and then transcribed the
story on a portable type-

writer. These days, she
works on a laptop, which
she says makes for easier
editing since moving bits
around — or deleting them
— are just a few keystrokes
away.

Still, at its crux, Hamlin
says her writing process re-
mains largely the same as
it’s always been.

“Basically the way I go at
things hasn’t changed, it’s
all very intuitive,” said
Hamlin.

A book launch party will
be held 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 12, at the
Hampden Town Hall, 106
Western Avenue in Hamp-
den. She will also be signing
books 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. Dec. 4
at the Penobscot Marine
Museum and 11 a.m. to 1
p.m. Dec. 5 at the Islandport
books kiosk at the Bangor
Mall.
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reformed after their break-
up in 1998, during which
time Phillips undertook a
solo career.

“I love The Beatles, be-
cause they’re The Beatles,”
Phillips said. Williams be-
lieves that others feel much
the same.

“Sgt. Pepper is an iconic
album, and even if people
aren’t familiar with The
Beatles, they’ll know some-
thing from that album,” Wil-
liams said.

As for the audience, both
Phillips and Williams hope
they will enjoy themselves.

“This is intended to be a
very high quality musical
experience. It’s for people
who love The Beatles, but
it’s also for people who
love music,” Williams
said.

“It’s a Beatles night
with a few twists and
turns that are unexpected.
It’s not a note-for-note
reading of the record. It’s
a combination of surprise
and similarity,” Phillips
said.

To purchase tickets to “Art
of Time Ensemble: Sgt.
Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club
Band, visit www.collinscen-
terforthearts.com/event/
art-of-time-ensemble-sgt-
peppers-lonely-hearts-club-
band/
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The Beatles appear on “The Ed Sullivan Show” in New
York City in 1964.

As the event has grown
and evolved, so has atten-
dance. This year, Perkins
expects more than 6,000
shoppers.

“It’s amazing to walk
through the doors of the
Cross [Insurance] Center
and look at that set-up,”
Watson said. “Maine has got
this amazing breadth and
range of producers. It’s a
very creative state.”

The festival doesn’t end
with the vendors, however.
Cooking demonstrations
will tackle moose lasagna,
seaweed, lamb and New
England staples like fish
chowder, yeast rolls and
Maine potatoes, among a
number of other kinds of
fare.

“Folks always like to be
shown how to do something
with the hopes they can go
home and do the same thing.
They also love the opportu-
nity to sample once the chefs

and educational presenters
are done,” Perkins said.

The University of Maine
Page Farm and Home Muse-
um will offer educational
workshops addressing ev-
erything from bees, honey
making and holiday wreath
making, to shearing rabbits
and raising backyard chick-
ens.

With three stages offering
varying events, sometimes
concurrently, Perkins be-
lieves there’s something for
everyone this year.

New to the festival is a
gathering called “Our
Story,” which will be hosted
by WVOM’s Deb Neuman.
Patrons will have the oppor-
tunity to meet farmers, fiber
artisans and food processors
who will take about their
life, farm and business.

“Whether you are a begin-
ning farmer, or you’re think-
ing about being one or
you’re a foodie who wants to
know everything about
where your food comes
from, this is an opportunity
to talk with them,” Perkins
said.

Also new is the Festival
Fiber Fashion Show, featur-
ing the work of festival fiber
vendors.

The festival will offer a
raffle of a stove donated by

Dunnett Appliance and Mat-
tress, music by Maine-ly
Harmony Chorus and Dar-
lin’ Corey Bluegrass and a
“Two-Crusted Apple Pie Con-
test” judged by Chef Jay De-

mers, department chair of
culinary arts at Eastern
Maine Community College;
Joy Hollowell, co-anchor of
TV5 morning news; and
Joshua Plourde, manager of

communications for the
UMaine Advanced Struc-
tures and Composites Cen-
ter.

For Perkins, being chosen
as one of the top ten best har-
vest festivals was a surprise,
as there had been no nomina-
tion process, but she believes
it speaks highly of the quali-
ty of Maine craftsmanship.

As the organizer of the fes-
tival, she doesn’t work for
herself — she works for
Mainers.

“It’s an honor and it
speaks very well of the ven-
dors who are there with their
products … It’s a privilege to
work for them,” Perkins
said.

As for the future of the
festival, Perkins only sees it
getting better.

“Just about every hope I
had for the festival has been
met. And it’s met every
year.“

For more information about
the Maine Harvest Festival
and for a full schedule of
events, visit http://www.
maineharvestfestival.com/
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Karen Cousins (right) of Orland shares a laugh with Jay Robbins of the Sweet Land Farm
in Starks as Cousins purchases a Hubbard Squash during the first Harvest Festival at the
Bangor Auditorium in 2011.

COURTESY OF GOOD THEATER COMPANY

Marguerite Oswald, played by Betsy Aidem, talks with her son, Lee Harvey Oswald, played by Graham Emmons, after he
is charged with the murder of President John F. Kennedy in the world premiere of the play “Mama’s Boy” at the Good
Theater Company in Portland.
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