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Meghan Helen Sayles

Timothy Michael

Bremm

SCARBOROUGH -

Richard and Cynthia Sayles

of Bangor are pleased to

announce the marriage of

their daughter, Meghan

Helen Sayles to Timothy

Michael Bremm, son of Lori

Reine McCann of

Brunswick and Robert

Bremm of Bowdoinham.

The couple was married

on July 25, 2015, at The

Landing at Pine Point in

Scarborough, Maine. The

ceremony was officiated by

the Rev. Sue Gabrielson.

The couple resides in South

Portland.

Album
Wedding

Notice
To place your
announcement,

call the

Bangor Daily
News Album
Department
207-990-8110
or in-state

800-432-7964,
ext. 8110

or go online at
weddings.bangor
dailynews.com

biggest scores came from a
thrift shop in Millinocket.
Her bags are sewn together
like a collage with buttons
and patches added here and
there for accents.

“It goes back to that New
England sensibility of reus-
ing something, giving some-
thing a new life. My grand-
mother was always making
quilts from old dresses, so I
learned to repurpose. I find
it very rewarding, also very
creatively challenging to
take something like a gar-
ment, make it flat and then
three dimensional.”

When the Kennebunkport
artist, who works from
home, attends an arts and
craft show she is often stand-
ing and sewing on site. Her
quirky unisex bags are in
demand because people
“love getting something
made in Maine.”

Let there be light
The owners of The Primi-

tive Keeper in South China
are finding a brisk market
in Japan for their home fra-
grances, soy candles, soaps
and bath and body products.
In a Colonial house on 30
acres of woodland, a hus-
band-and-wife team have
turned their daylight base-
ment into a workshop filled
with woodsy, wholesome
scents.

“It started as a hobby —
very small. Six ago we went
full time,” said Erica Currie,
who makes her natural soy
candles and potpourri with
dried botanicals while her
husband Rick focuses on
products that include bare-
foot butter and body chap-
stick.

“If we are not at shows,
we are working, Monday
through Friday, 40 to 60
hours,” Erica said.

Her rustic candles made
with cotton wicks in old-
fashioned scents such as
Maine Christmas are popu-
lar in gift shops from Ban-
gor to Bethel. Lately, Primi-
tive Keeper candles are
trending in Japan, where
department stores and bou-
tiques are snapping them
up.

“They like U.S.-based

products,” Erica, who is
boggled by the interna-
tional interest, said. “I am
astounded by the custom-
ers and where they are
coming from. It’s just little
old me filling orders from
around the world from
Maine.”

Why is this former L.L.
Bean call center employee,
who taught herself candle
making with a kit, doing so
well? Hard work, yes. But
she has stumbled upon a
simple luxury and figured
out how to make it herself.

“Scent is key to a person’s
mood. It evokes things in us,
memories, for sure,” Erica
said.

Though not an everyday
necessity, her hand-made
products carry a gravita-
tional pull. When hitting the
craft market, “people tend to
purchase something scent-
ed, other than, say, jewelry,
it opens something within
their mind.”
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Bangor native Pam LeBlanc
makes bags out of vintage
material and recycled men’s
suits. Her company, Old
Bagzz, is popular on the
artisan craft circuit.

“It goes back to that
New England

sensibility of reusing
something, giving

something a new life.”
Pam LeBLanc OF OLD BaGZZ


