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“The Force Awakens’ eyes ‘Avatar’ record

BY BRENT LANG
REUTERS

LOS ANGELES — Having
vanquished “Titanic” and
“Jurassic World,” “Star Wars:
The Force Awakens” has set
its sights on “Avatar.”

The space opera sequel is
moving up the all-time domes-
tic box office charts at a re-
cord clip and now is poised to
overtake those pointy eared
blue aliens as the top grossing
film in history.”Avatar”
earned $760.5 million during
its stateside run and “Star
Wars: The Force Awakens”
has generated $740.4 million
domestically after picking up
$88.3 million over New Year’s
weekend. It should take the
crown from “Avatar” early
next week.

Globally, “Star Wars: The
Force Awakens” ranks as the
sixth highest-grossing film in
history, having earned $1.5
billion worldwide. It should
pass “Furious 7” and “Mar-
vel’s The Avengers” to be-
come the fourth biggest film
in history in the coming days.

The film will get a big shot

in the arm next week when it
premieres in China, the
world’s second biggest mar-
ket for film. Depending on
how enthusiastically it is re-
ceived in the People’s Repub-
lic, “The Force Awakens”
could shoot past “Avatar’s”
record $2.8 billion global
haul.

Even as “The Force Awak-
ens” commanded the bulk of
box office revenues a few
films managed to profit from
the holiday season. Para-
mount’s “Daddy’s Home,” a
comedy about a nerdy stepfa-
ther (Will Ferrell) who finds
himself outshone by his wife’s
first husband (Mark Wahl-
berg), picked up $29 million in
its second weekend, driving
the film’s domestic total to
$93.7 million.

The Weinstein Co. did rela-
tively well after moving up
the wide release of “The Hate-
ful Eight” by a week. The revi-
sionist western from Quentin
Tarantino racked up $16.2
million to finish in third
place. That’s a solid start,
though on the lower-end for
widerelease debuts from the

director. For instance, “The
Hateful Eight” trails the $30.1
million launch for “Django
Unchained” or the $38 million
kickoff for “Inglourious
Basterds.” It has made $29.6
million since debuting in a
limited number of 70mm the-
aters over Christmas.

Universal’s “Sisters,” a
Tina Fey and Amy Poehler
pairing, continued to show
impressive endurance, snag-
ging fourth place with $12.6
million. The film has made
$61.7 million in three weeks of
release.

Fox’s “Alvin and the Chip-
munks: The Road Chip”
added $11.8 million to its $67.4
million in receipts to round
out the top five.

Despite its wonky premise,
“The Big Short” appears to be
an awards season breakout.
The Paramount comedy
about the financial crisis of
2008 earned $9 million last
weekend, bringing its total to
just under $33 million.

Sony’s “Concussion” took
in an estimated $8 million,
bringing its domestic haul
to $25.4 million.

Things to Do

AUGUSTA — Lithgow
Public Library workshop
on how to have difficult
conversations related to
dementia, 10:30 a.m.
Thursday, Jan. 7, Ballard
Center, 6 East Chestnut
St. Free and open to the
public. 626-2415 or lith-
gow.lib.me.us.

BANGOR — Sargent Tyler
and West donation drive
to benefit Manna Minis-
tries, 8 a.m.-6 p.m. Mon-
day-Wednesday, Jan.
4-6, 60 Summer St., No.
1. Accepting canned and
nonperishable food
items, furniture, clothing,
cars and more. www.
facebook.com/Sargent-
Tyler-West-1292397
93862904/?fref=ts.

BANGOR — “Limited Edi-
tion: Maine Printmak-
ers,” 9 a.m.-7 p.m. daily,
through Jan. 31, Boyd
Place Gallery, 21 Boyd
St. 941-2820.

BANGOR — Auditions for
Penobscot Theatre
Company’s production
of “Rock of Ages,” noon-
5 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 9,
Bangor Opera House,
131 Main St. Actors
should prepare 32 bars
of a rock ballad, and
bring a picture, resume
and sheet music to the
audition. Accompanist
provided. Performers
may be asked to learn a
short dance combina-
tion. Dress appropriately.
Rehearsals begin May
10. Performances June
9-July 3, 2016. Email
casting@penobscotthe-
atre.org with “Rock of
Ages” in the subject line.

BAR HARBOR —
“Groundwork,” one-man
play by Mike Ostroski
and Derek Davidson,
Maine debut, 7-9 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 8, Jesup
Memorial Library.
groundworktheplay.com,
288-4245 or kchagnon@
jesuplibrary.org.

BATH — Rock group The
Howligans, 7:30-9 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 8, Curtis
Room of Chocolate
Church Arts Center, 804
Washington St. Tickets
$10.

BLUE HILL — 52 Weeks of
Giving program for chil-
dren of all ages, 4-5:30
p-m. Fridays, starting
Jan. 8, Blue Hill Public
Library. Libby Edward-
son, 374-5515.

BREWER — Schedule a
Dog Ears appointment
to read to Copper or
Belle, canine tutors,
3:30-5 p.m. Jan. 6, 13,
20 and 27, Brewer Pub-
lic Library, 100 South
Main St. To sign up for a
15-minute segment, call
the library at 989-7943.

BREWER — Work on knit-
ting group’s community
service project, in part-
nership with Brewer
Police Department, or
bring yarn projects of
any sort, 9:30-11 a.m.
Fridays, Jan. 8, 15, 22
and 29, Brewer Public
Library, 100 South Main
St. Experienced or new

knitters, crocheters or
needle-workers wel-
come. 989-7943.

BREWER — Book Club
discussion on Decem-
ber’s book of the month,
“The Fault in Our Stars”
by John Green, 5:45-
6:45 p.m. Monday, Jan.
4, Brewer Public Library,
100 South Main St. Pick
up the January book.
989-7943.

BREWER — Next Genera-
tion Theatre Teen Troupe
performing “The 25th
Annual Putnam County
Spelling Bee,” 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 8, and at 2
p.m. and 7 p.m. Satur-
day, Jan. 9, and 2 p.m.
Jan. 10, 39 Center St.
Tickets, $7, $4 under
age 17. 989-7100.

BRUNSWICK — World
music and dance from
the Balkans, Israel,
Western Europe and
around the globe, 6:30
p.m. Friday, Jan. 8, 15,
22 and 29, People Plus,
25 Union St. Many
dances taught. No part-
ner needed. Admission
by $5 donation. Open to
all. 200-7577, brennan.
mk@gmail.com or folk-
dancebrunswick.com.

CAMDEN — Fourth and
final session of Camden
Conference New Africa
Discussion Series,
7-8:30 p.m. Tuesday,
Jan. 5, Camden Public
Library, 55 Main St.
Group will reflect on
challenges confronting
Sub-Sahara Africa in
joining global communi-
ty. 236-3440.

CAMDEN — Essential Qil
Health Creations hands-
on craft workshop for
adults, 7 p.m. Thursday,
Jan. 7, Camden Public
Library. $10 materials
fee. To register, 236-
3440.

EASTPORT — Knights of
Pythias, 6:30 p.m. Fri-
day, Jan. 8 and Jan. 22,
Eastport Youth Center.
All past Knights request-
ed to attend the meet-
ing. Rick Green at 853-
3008 or 904-7663.

ELLSWORTH — Book Dis-
cussion Group, 6-7:30
p-m. Thursday, Jan. 7,
Riverview Room, Ells-
worth Public Library. “All
the Light We Cannot
See” by Anthony Doerr
will be discussed. 667-
6363.

ELLSWORTH — Ellsworth
Chess Club, 6-7:30 p.m.
Thursdays, Ellsworth
Public Library. 667-6363.

ELLSWORTH — Tightwad
Exchange, noon-1 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 6, Riv-
erview Room, Ellsworth
Public Library, 20 State
St. Bring a lunch. 667-
6363.

ELLSWORTH — Tuesday
Readers book discus-
sion group, 2-4 p.m.
Tuesdays, beginning
Jan. 5, Riverview Room,
Ellsworth Public Library.
Special viewing of docu-
mentary “Pray the Devil
Back to Hell.” 667-6363.

ELLSWORTH — Knit, cro-

chet or spin, 10 a.m.-
noon Saturdays, begin-
ning Jan. 2, all year, third
floor Knitting Nook, Ells-
worth Public Library.
667-6363.

NEWCASTLE — VoXX
“Music for the New
Year” concert, 7 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 9, St.
Andrews Episcopal
Church, Newcastle. $10.
voiceoftwenty.com or
info@voiceoftwenty.com.

ORONO — Kathy Lena of
Twin Pines Photography
sharing her photos of
Maine’s wildlife, 1-2 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 6,
Orono Pubilic Library, 39
Pine St. 866-5060.

PHIPPSBURG — State
Street Traditional Jazz
Band concert, 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 8, Phipps-
burg Congregational
Church, 10 Church Lane.
$12, $6 students, free to
under age 8. Doors open
7 p.m. 389-1770.

PITTSFIELD — Coloring
club program for
adults,10:30-11:30 a.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 6,
Pittsfield Public Library.
Pages to color, colored
pencils, markers and
crayons provided, or
bring your own. Sooth-
ing music and light
refreshments. 487-5880.

PORTLAND — Disney on
Ice presents “Treasure
Trove,” 7 p.m. Jan. 6-7;
11 a.m. Jan. 9-10; 3 p.m.
Jan. 9-10, Cross Insur-
ance Arena, 1 Civic Cen-
ter Square. $15 and up.
crossarenaportland.com.

ROCKPORT — Dr. Judy
Kahrl talking about
“Women of the New Afri-
ca,” 6:30-8 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 6,
Rockport Opera House
Conference Room. cam-
denconference.org.

SOUTHWEST HARBOR —
Community Appreciation
Party, 5-6:30 p.m. Friday,
Jan. 8, Southwest Har-
bor Public Library, 338
Main St. To celebrate
library’s Five Star Award
for fifth year in a row.
Music, refreshments.
244-7065.

SOUTHWEST HARBOR —
Southwest Harbor Public
Library four week short-
film event: Peter Logue’s
films, “Frank and Ada,”
“Outrunning Parkinson’s”
and “Amazing

Grace,” 6 p.m. Wednesday,
Jan. 6. 244-7065.

STEUBEN — “Minions,”
6-8 p.m. Friday, Jan. 8,
Henry D. Moore Library
and Community Center.
Free. Refreshments are
sold by donation.
moorelibrary.org.

STONINGTON — Opera
House Arts’ Live in the
Lobby musical event,
hosted by Archipelago, 6
p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 6,
Stonington Opera
House. operahousearts.
org or 367-2788.

For a complete listing of
calendar items or to submit
your event, visit www.ban-
gordailynews.com.

ERIC ALLEN HANSEN

BANGOR - Eric Allen
Hansen died peacefully on
December 31, 2015 sur-
rounded by his family. Eric
was born April 26, 1952 in
Bangor, Maine to Sidney
Allen Hansen and Nina Bow-
den Hansen.

Eric attended Bangor
schools and studied busi-
ness at the University of
Maine. After a successful
career in the retail industry,
Eric began a second career
as a correctional administra-
tor for the State of Maine.
Prior to his retirement he
was Superintendent of
Mountain View Youth Devel-
opment Center and
Charleston Correctional Fa-
cility. He was passionate
about his work. MVYDC was
a model nationally for its
progressive and restorative
approach to the treatment,
education, and care of at risk
youth.

Eric was an avid fisher-
man. He treasured his fish-
ing trips with his brother
and friends. He was a devot-

ed son, father and a beloved
"Bumpa" to his grandchil-
dren.

Eric is survived by his
mother, Nina Hansen of Ban-
gor; daughter, Erica King
and husband, Roy; son,
Joshua Hansen and wife,
Sorrell and two grandsons,
Josiah and Jonah King all of
Portland, ME; sister, Cynthia
Reid and husband, David of
Bangor; brother and best
friend, Joel Hansen and
wife, Gayle of Hermon. He
was fortunate to have a lov-
ing extended family, dear
nieces, aunts, cousins, and
treasured lifelong friends.
He was preceded in death by
his father Sidney Hansen

A celebration of his life
will be held on Wednesday,
January 6, 2015 at 6 PM at
Brookings and Smith, 133
Center St, Bangor, ME. The
family invites relatives and
friends to share conversa-
tion and refreshments at the
Family Reception Center of
Brookings-Smith, 163 Center
St. Bangor, following the ser-
vice.

Those wishing to remem-
ber Eric in a special way,
may make donations in his
memory to Maine Inside
Out. The donations will be
used to assist youth in-
volved in Maine's juvenile
justice system. Donations
can be made via mail at
MIO, PO Box 15168, Port-
land, ME 04112 or online at
http://erichansenmemorialfu
nd.causevox.com/

Condolences to the family

may be expressed at
www.BrookingsSmith.com.

SHEILA M. FAULKNER

ISLAND FALLS - Sheila M.
Faulkner, 67, died December
30, 2015 in Bangor surround-
ed by Family & Friends. She
was born March 21st, 1948 in
Island Falls the daughter of
Robert & Phyllis (Dunphy)
Drew, Sr.

Sheila was a beautician
for many years. She enjoyed
knitting, cooking and spend-
ing time with her family.

She is survived by her
son, Raymond D. & Lana
Faulkner of Baring; a daugh-
ter Sherrie & Fred Lindsay of
E. Millinocket; 5 grandchil-
dren: Chris, Brittany,
Chelsey, Nathan, & Taylor; 3
great grandchildren: Gavin,
Gabrielle and Noah; 4 broth-
ers and 1 sister: Dennis &
Becky Drew of Island Falls,

Dianne & Cecil Given of Is-
land Falls, Paul & Donna
Drew of Clearwater, AZ, Wal-
lace & Sharon Drew of Dyer
Brook and Robert & Krista
Drew of Houlton; as well as
many nieces, nephews and
cousins.

She was predeceased by
her parents, a twin sister,
Charlotte Rae, a sister, Deb-
bie Grant and a close Aunt,
Sharon Dubois.

A private family service
will be held at the conve-
nience of the family. Ar-
rangements by Bowers Fu-
neral Home - Island Falls. In
lieu of flowers donations
may be made to the Ameri-
can Heart Association. For
online condolences please
visit

www.bowersfuneral.com

LOUISE DANFORTH
DOWNING

GORHAM - Louise Dan-
forth Downing passed away
on December 30, 2015. She
was born December 12, 1928
in Rochester, NH, daughter
of the late Lincoln and Helen
(Kimball) Danforth.

Louise grew up in Lewis-
ton, graduating from Lewis-
ton High School. She spent
her adult years in Machias-
port and later retired to Flori-
da with her late husband, W.
Edward Downing. She re-
turned to Maine in 2004 and
lived in Brunswick, the Betsy
Ross House in South Port-
land and recently at the
Gorham House, Gorham,
Maine. Louise received her
college degree from the Uni-
versity of Maine in Machias
in 1968. She was a member
of the Warren Chapter of the
Eastern Star, she enjoyed
square dancing, travelling
and, after moving to Florida
she joined a local dance stu-
dio enjoying several years of
ballroom dancing, and also
volunteered 15 vyears at
Treadway Elementary
School, Leesburg, FL. Upon
returning to Maine she vol-
unteered at West Bath Ele-
mentary School and later at
Partners for World Health,
South Portland, Maine.

She is survived by her son
and his wife, Bill and Jeanie
Downing of Bar Harbor; her
four daughters (and hus-
bands), Susan Walker of Or-
rington; Mary and Billy Ham-
mond of East Machias;
Elaine and Terry Graviett of
Bowdoinham; and Laurie
and Dennis Perseille of Stan-
dish; eleven grandchildren
and several great grandchil-
dren; a brother, Stuart and
wife, Barbara Danforth of
Tolland, Connecticut; one
sister-in-law, Lois Downing
of Houlton, and several
nieces and nephews.

A celebration of her life
will be held at a later date.
She will be laid to rest
alongside her husband at
the Maine Veteran's Ceme-
tery in Augusta, Maine. Per
her request, donations may
be made in her memory to
Partners for World Health,
2112 Broadway, South Port-
land, ME 04106. http://www
.partnersforworldhealth.org/

Please visit www.jonesric
handhutchins.com for addi-
tional information and to
sign the online guest book.
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