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Comic creators protest gender inequality

BY TRICIA ROMANO
THE SEATTLE TIMES (TNS)

Sometimes it takes a man
to bring attention to gender
inequality.

Artist Daniel Clowes
(“Ghost World”) and his pub-
lisher, Georgetown, Wash-
ington-based Fantagraphics,
unleashed a storm of media
attention last week when
they announced Clowes
would be withdrawing his
name as nominee for the
prestigious Grand Prix
d’Angouleme, an honor be-
stowed on a comic creator for
body of work or for “achieve-
ment in the evolution of com-
ics.”

No women are on the list
of 30 nominees.

“I support the boycott of
Angouleme and am with-
drawing my name from any
consideration for what is
now a totally meaningless
honor,” the Oscar-nominat-
ed Clowes, who lives in Oak-
land, California, posted on

Fantagraphics’ website.
“What a ridiculous, embar-
rassing debacle.”

The boycott is led by the
Women In Comics Collec-
tive Against Sexism. The
group posted on its website
that the award has financial
implications: “The media
covers the Grand Prix win-
ner extensively, and the dis-
tinction makes a huge im-
pact in the bookstore, to the
benefit of booksellers, pub-
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Many comic creators are boycotting the Grand Prix
d'Angouleme over gender inequality. In the festival's 43-
year history, only a handful of women have been nominat-
ed for the prestigious grand prize award, among them,
French-Iranian artist Marjane Satrapi, seen here in Novem-

ber 2012.

lishers and the award-win-
ning author.”

American comics creator
Jessica Abel posted the news
of the boycott on her Face-
book page, and the news
spread. Abel, who with her
husband, comic artist Matt
Madden, is an artist-in-resi-
dence at La Maison des Au-
teurs in Angouleme, France,
contacted Eric Reynolds, the
associate publisher of Fanta-
graphics, asking if he’d tell
Clowes and the other Fanta-
graphics artists nominated,
Chris Ware and Charles
Burns.

“It really was a no-brain-
er,” Reynolds said. “I don’t

think it was a terribly coura-
geous decision as it was a
moral and ethical one.”

The Grand Prix winner
serves as president of the An-
gouleme festival for a year
after the announcement.
Only one woman in the festi-
val’s 43-year history has been
selected: Florence Cestac, a
French artist, in 2000. Only a
handful of women have been
nominated, among them,
French-Iranian artist Mar-
jane Satrapi, best known for
the “Persepolis” series.

“This is one of those things
you know you are on the
right side of history. Artists
are not going to look less

bold in the future. [The com-
mittee’s] original decision to
not put anyone on the list is
more absurd,” Reynolds
said.

“[But] even us at Fanta-
graphics, one of the more
progressive publishers, em-
ploying many female staff
and female artists, there’s
still an imbalance. No doubt
about it,” he said.

G. Willow Wilson, a Seat-
tle-based Marvel comic book
artist whose anthology “Ms.
Marvel” has appeared on
The New York Times best-
seller list for graphic novels,
said, “A lot of these issues,
the problem comes from apa-
thy and oversight.”

She applauded Clowes for
drawing attention to the
issue.

“He took a big risk, and I
admire him for that,” she
said.

After Clowes’ announce-
ment, he was joined by fellow
nominees Ware, Burns, Mi-
chael Bendi and others,
bringing the total to 10.

Franck Bondoux, execu-
tive officer of the Angouleme
International Comics Festi-
val, which awards the honor,
told the Le Monde newspa-
per, “Unfortunately, there
are few women in the history
of comics. It’s a reality. If you
go to the Louvre, you will
also find quite few female
artists.”

Though festival organiz-
ers announced on Wednes-

day that they would add
some women to the list for
consideration, they posted
on the contest website that
“it is objectively faster to
count the female creators (al-
most on the fingers of one
hand) than the males.”

Sabrina Taylor, a co-
founder of Seattle Ladies
Comic Book Club, a group of
about 50 comic fans and art-
ists, said, “It’s hard not to
take it as almost fear. From
what I see all the time in so-
cial movement when people
refuse to acknowledge a
group or give a place at the
table, it’s a fear of losing
power. The comic book in-
dustry definitely suffers
from that.”

Both Reynolds and Taylor
found Bondoux’s comments
laughable, pointing out nu-
merous artists that could be
considered such as Wilson
and Kelly Sue DeConnick,
who also creates comics for
Marvel, and French social
satirist Claire Bretecher.

The award organizers
aren’t entirely without admi-
ration for female artists. Wil-
son’s “Ms. Marvel” was cho-
sen as an official selection
for the Angouleme festival
this year.

“Many times sexism is
seen as something malicious.
A lot of the times, it’s more
complacence,” Wilson said.
“Nobody bothers to ask,
‘How come there are no
women in this room?””

Things to Do

BANGOR — “Limited Edi-
tion: Maine Printmak-
ers,” 9 a.m.-7 p.m. daily,
through Jan. 31, Boyd
Place Gallery, 21 Boyd
St. 941-2820

BAR HARBOR — Follow a
journey through the
Pennine Alps through
glacier passes, villages
and mountain huts with
Bar Harbor resident
Linda Robinson, 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 22, Jesup
Memorial Library. 288-
4245 or kchagnon@
jesuplibrary.org.

BELFAST — Medicare
clinic, 10-11:30 a.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 20,
Spectrum Generations,
18 Merriam Road. Limit-
ed to six participants.
338-1190.

BREWER — Bangor Sin-
gles Club dances, 8
p-m.-midnight Fridays,
Brewer Eagles Club, 22
Atlantic Ave.: Wild-
woods, Jan. 22; Allison
Ames, Jan. 29; Mainely
Country, Feb. 5; Country
Mist, Feb. 12. Marilyn,
827-5751.

BREWER — Jams at the
Grange, noon-5 p.m.
first and third Sundays,
through May, Old Town
Riverside Grange, 1266
North Main St. in Brew-
er. Open to all levels of
players and to listeners.
Unplugged stringed
instruments only. Wheel-
chair-accessible. Food
concession. First Sun-
day is Bluegrass Music
Association of Maine
Eastern Jam, $3 associ-
ation members, $5 oth-
ers, Joan Richert, 989-
5848. Third Sunday is
The Grange Bluegrass
Jam, $3, Sandra Moon,
827-3698.

BREWER — Blue Grass
Jam, 6-8 p.m. Tues-
days, Between Friends
Art Center-Next Genera-
tion Theatre, 39 Center
St. Pick or listen. $3.
989-7100, nextgenthe-
atreadvertising@gmail.
com or nextgeneration-
theatre.com.

BREWER — Schedule a
15-minute Dog Ears
appointment to read to
canine tutors Copper or
Belle, 3:30-5 p.m Jan.
20 and 27, Brewer Pub-
lic Library, 100 South
Main St. 989-7943.

BRUNSWICK — World
music and dance from
the Balkans, Israel,
Western Europe and
around the globe, 6:30
p-m. Friday, Jan. 22 and
29, People Plus, 25
Union St. Many dances
taught. No partner
needed. Admission by
$5 donation. Open to
all. 200-7577, brennan.

mk@gmail.com or folk-
dancebrunswick.com.

CAMDEN — Professor
Seth Singleton, “Islam
and Jihadism across
Africa,” a Camden Con-
ference presentation,
7-8:30 p.m. Tuesday,
Jan. 19, Camden Public
Library, 55 Main St.
236-3440.

CAMDEN — Songwriters
session, 6-8 p.m. Tues-
day, Jan. 19, Camden
Public Library. Songwrit-
ers meet monthly to
prepare for Camden
Library Coffeehouse in
June. Ken Gross at the
library, 236-3440.

DAMARISCOTTA — Knot-
ty Knitters with Carole
Howland, 1-3 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 19, Spec-
trum Generations
Coastal Community
Center, 521 Main St.
Learn to knit (materials
provided) or work on
your own project. $5
knitting instruction.
Drop-in donation, $1.
563-1363.

EASTPORT — Knights of
Pythias, 6:30 p.m. Fri-
day Jan. 22, Eastport
Youth Center. All past
Knights requested to
attend the meeting. Rick
Green at 853-3008 or
904-7663.

ELLSWORTH — Writers’
Group for new and
experienced writers,
6-7:30 p.m. Thursday,
Jan. 21, Riverview
Room at Ellsworth Pub-
lic Library, 20 State St.
Friendly critique,
encouragement,
resources and writing
prompts. 667-6363.

GORHAM — University of
Southern Maine Faculty
Concert Series featuring
pianist Anastasia Anto-
nacos, USM Class of
1997 and faculty mem-
ber, performing works
by Schubert, Ravel and
Elena Ruehr, 8 p.m. Fri-
day, Jan. 22, Corthell
Concert Hall, USM'’s
Gorham campus. Tick-
ets $15 for adults; $10
for seniors, USM
employees and alumni;
$5 for students, avail-
able online at usm.
maine.edu/music/boxof-
fice or by calling 780-
5555. Snow date Jan.
23. For special accom-
modations, call Lori
Arsenault at 780-5142
or email loria@maine.
edu. Hearing impaired:
call USM’s telex / TDD
number 780-5646.

ORONO — Foreign Film
Night: “Wadjda,” 6:30
p-m. Thursday, Jan. 21,
Orono Public Library.
Future dates posted at
library.orono.org/
upcoming_events.

ORONO — Orono Com-

munity Theatre presents
“The Miracle Worker” by
William Gibson, directed
by Angela Bonacasa, 7
p.m. Jan, 21, 22 and 23;
2 p.m. Jan. 17 and 24,
Cyrus Pavilion Theatre,
University of Maine.
Prices $12 for adults, $6
students with identifica-
tion. Tickets available in
advance at Orono Phar-
macy and at the door
half-hour before show-
time. No late seating.
866-4103 or Orono
Community Theatre
Facebook page.

SAINT AGATHA — Cafe
Murder with Wisdom’s
Drama Club murder
mystery theater, 5-7
p.m. Saturday, Jan. 23,
Wisdom High School,
Main Street. Dinner is
soups, salads, sand-
wiches and dessert.
Tickets in advance $15
per person, $20 a cou-
ple, $40 for family of
four to six, $7 without
the meal, available at
the door. Other dis-
counts available. 436-
0656 or clairenpelletier@
gmail.com.

SOUTH PORTLAND —
Mad Horse Theatre
Company production of
“Trevor,” 7:30 p.m.
Thursday through Satur-
day, Jan 21-23 and
28-30; 2 p.m. Sunday,
Jan. 24 and 31, 24
Mosher Road. Thurs-
days are pay-what-you-
can performances. Dis-
cussion with the cast
and crew, 4 p.m. Sun-
day, Jan. 24. $20, $17
students and seniors.
madhorse.com.

SOUTHWEST HARBOR —
“A Visit with Ashley
Bryan” by Southwest
Harbor filmmaker Thom
Willey and “Close to the
Edge: Life in the Khum-
bu” by Southwest Har-
bor filmmaker Alison
Hudson, 6 p.m. Wednes-
day, Jan. 20, Southwest
Harbor Public Library.
Free. 244-7065.

SOUTHWEST HARBOR —
Life Scout Isaac Higgins
and his fellow Boy
Scouts manning presen-
tation table to bring
awareness to the impor-
tance of respecting
Bates Cairns in Acadia
National Park, 9 a.m.-1
p.m. Saturday, Jan. 23,
Southwest Harbor Public
Library. 244-7065.

STEUBEN — Potluck sup-
per, 5:30-7 p.m. Satur-
day, Jan. 23, Henry D.
Moore Library and Com-
munity Center, 22 Village
Road. Bring favorite
dish, enjoy food and
good conversation. 546-
7301 or jbenedict@msin.
net.

UNION — Tech Tuesday,
6-8 p.m. Tuesday, Jan.
19, Vose Library, 392

Common Road. Talk
with the library’s tech
experts, ask questions,
learn new skills. Bring
ereaders, tablets or MP3
players for hands-on
learning or use library
devices to learn general
skills. Free and open to
all. 785-4733.

UNITY — Windborne con-
cert, 7 p.m. Saturday,
Jan. 23, Unity College
Center for the Perform-
ing Arts, 42 Depot St.
$15. 509-7132, wrich-
ards@unity.edu or http://
uccpa.unity.
edu/?g=events/wind-
borne.

WINTERPORT — Waldo

County Humane Society
rabies clinic, 9-11 a.m.
Saturday, Jan. 23, Leroy
H. Smith School cafete-
ria, 319 South Main St.
Free to pet owners
residing in Waldo Coun-
ty. Pets from other
counties may also get
the shot for small fee.
Donations accepted.
Bring animals on leash-
es or in portable pet
carriers. If animal had a
previous rabies shot,
bring proof of the shot
by providing paperwork
or dog tag. 852-5038.

For a complete listing of
calendar items or to submit
your event, visit www.ban-
gordailynews.com.

Tuesday prime time

New books
look inside
newsroom

BY TOM BEER
NEWSDAY (TNS)

THE DEFENDER: How
the Legendary Black News-
paper Changed America, by
Ethan Michaeli. A former
copy editor and reporter at
the storied African-Ameri-
can-owned newspaper tells
the story of this Chicago in-
stitution, from its founding
in 1905 through the Great
Migration from the Jim
Crow South, the civil rights
movement and the election
of Barack Obama. (Hough-
ton Mifflin Harcourt, $32)

DYING WORDS: The
AIDS Reporting of Jeff
Schmalz and How It Trans-
formed The New York
Times, by Samuel G. Freed-
man with Kerry Donahue.
This book, along with a com-
panion documentary on
Public Radio Exchange, re-
members the Times reporter
whose own AIDS diagnosis
led to his groundbreaking
and sometimes deeply per-
sonal coverage of the dis-
ease in the early 1990s.
(CUNY Journalism Press,
$20)

BAD NEWS: Last Jour-
nalists in a Dictatorship, by
Anjan Sundaram. A report-
er who has covered Central
Africa for The New York
Times and The Associated
Press chronicles his experi-
ence running a training pro-
gram for journalists in
Rwanda from 2009-2013,
even as the government of
President Paul Kagame
cracked down on indepen-
dent voices and critical re-
porting. (Doubleday, $25.95)
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