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events
BANGOR — “Limited Edi-
tion: Maine Printmak-
ers,” 9 a.m.-7 p.m.
daily, through Jan. 31,
Boyd Place Gallery,
21 Boyd St.
941-2820.

BELFAST — Cold Com-
fort Theater hosting
stage combat intensive
class, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday,
Jan. 30-31, Belfast
Dance Studio. $50.
ColdComfortTheater@
gmail.com.

BREWER — Relay For
Life of Penobscot
cocktail party fundrais-
er, 8 p.m. Saturday,
Jan. 30, Jeff’s Catering,
15 Littlefield Way.
Silent auction, h’ors
d’oeuvres, DJ ZLite,
Photobooths of Maine,
cash bar. Benefits
American Cancer Soci-
ety’s Relay For Life.
Tickets, $20, available
at Fork and Spoon,
Nash’s Health, Fitness
and Wellness, Frank
Webb’s Lighting and
Bath Center, and Gen-
erations Boutique and
Art Studio in Brewer, at
the door or relaynight-
ofhope@gmail.com.

BREWER — Bangor Sin-
gles Club dances, 8
p.m.-midnight Fridays,
Brewer Eagles Club, 22
Atlantic Ave. Mainely
Country, Feb. 5; Mari-
lyn, 827-5751.

BREWER — Beginner’s
yoga program, 10:30-
11:30 a.m. Saturday,
Jan. 30, Brewer Public
Library, 100 South Main
St. Free and open to all.
Space is limited.
989-7943.

EASTPORT — Sunday
Afternoons at the East-
port Arts Center series,
3 p.m. Sundays, except
Easter: Don Dunbar on
how he shoots wildlife
photographs, Jan. 31.
Free and open to all.
Hot drinks and refresh-
ments offered. Dona-
tions accepted.

ELLSWORTH — High-
definition simulcast of
Puccini’s “Turandot,”

1-4:30 p.m. Saturday,
Jan. 30, The Grand.
Reserve tickets only,
$27, $25 Grand mem-
bers, $20 for students
15 and under. Box
office, 667-9500, gran-
donline.org or Face-
book.

ELLSWORTH — 2016
Banff Mountain Film
Festival, through Jan.
31, The Grand. Extreme
Sports section, 7 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 30; Best
of Festival program, 2
p.m. Sunday, Jan. 31.
General admission tick-
ets, $15. Box office,
667-9500, grandonline.
org or Facebook.

FARMINGTON — “Sing
‘til Spring!” family con-
cert and singalong with
singer-songwriters and
guitarists Martin Swing-
er and Matt Loosigian,
3 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 31,
Emery Arts Center, Uni-
versity of Maine at
Farmington. $10; free to
age 18 and under and
students with ID.
778-3722.

MILLINOCKET — Birth-
day of Scottish Bard
Robert Burns celebrat-
ed with music and
poetry, 7-9 p.m. Satur-
day, Jan. 30, St.
Andrew’s Episcopal
Church, 40 Highland
Ave. Musicians Wally
Paul and Don Pudney
will perform. Donations
accepted; refreshments
available. Benefits
Friends of Millinocket
Memorial Library. 723-
4146 or bbarr@myfair-
point.net.

MOUNT DESERT —
Pemetic School PTO
second annual adults
only Blizzard Bash,
6-10 p.m. Saturday,
Jan. 30, Camp Beech
Cliff, 264 Beech Hill
Road. Silent auction,
raffles, appetizers, cash

bar, dancing and live
music. Tickets, $10,
available at the door,
Pemetic School, McK-
ay’s restaurant and Car-
roll Drug Store.

OLD TOWN — Friends of
Sunkhaze Meadows
National Wildlife Refuge
and nature-based edu-
cator Deanna Fahey
hosting Sunkhaze Cafe,
10-11 a.m. Saturday,
Jan. 30, Old Town Pub-
lic Library, 46 Middle
Street. Topic: Nature
Fun and Learning. Infor-
mal and informative
discussion series
geared toward adults
and students. Free and
open to all. Donations
accepted.

ORONO — University of
Maine School of Per-
forming Arts third annu-
al fundraiser pops con-
cert, Astonishing! The
Songs and Stories of
Broadway’s Best, 7:30-
9:30 p.m. Saturday,
Jan. 30, Collins Center
for the Arts. Reception,
6 p.m., Hudson Muse-
um. $25. $12 with
MaineCard. Snow date,
2 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 31.
581-1755.

PORTLAND — Spirits
Alive at Eastern Ceme-
tery 2016 Winter Lec-
ture Series: Emerson
“Tad” Baker, author of
“A Storm of Witchcraft
and the American
Experience,” discuss-
ing connections
between Salem witch
trials and Maine fron-
tier, 1:30-2:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 30,

Wishcamper Center,
Bedford Street, Univer-
sity of Southern Maine.
spiritsalive.org.

ROCKLAND — 12th
annual Pies on Parade
Pie Tour, 1-4 p.m. Sun-
day, Jan. 31, at historic
inns and other busi-
nesses. Benefits Area
Interfaith Outreach
Food Pantry and Fuel
Assistance Program.
Advance tickets $30,
$15 age 10 and under.
596-6611.

ROCKLAND — Silent
auction, 4-6 p.m. Satur-
day, Jan. 30, Trackside
Restaurant, benefits
area food pantry pro-
grams.

SOUTH PORTLAND —
Mad Horse Theatre
Company production
of “Trevor,” 7:30 p.m.
through Jan. 30; 2 p.m.
Sunday, Jan. 31, 24
Mosher Road. $20,
$17 students and
seniors. madhorse.
com.

UNION — RuthAnn
MacKinnon talking
about “The Beauty and
Meaning of African
Masks,” 2 p.m. Satur-
day, Jan. 30, Vose
Library, 392 Common
Road. Camden Confer-
ence Community Part-
ner event. Free and
open to all.
785-4733.

Sunday prime time
7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM

(2) NBC Dateline NBC (N) (HD)4 American Ninja Warrior Teams compete in Las Vegas. (N) (HD)4 News
(4) CBC 2016 NHL All-Star Game Prime Minister The National (N) Exchange the fifth estate
(5) CBS 60 Minutes (N) (HD) Madam Secretary (N)y The Good Wife (N)y CSI: Cyber (N) (HD)f News
(5.2) CW (5:30) ★★ Fame (2009) ★★ At First Sight (1999) Val Kilmer. (PG-13) Cougar Cougar Phantom
(6) NBC Dateline NBC (N) (HD)4 American Ninja Warrior Teams compete in Las Vegas. (N) (HD)4 News
(7) ABC Funniest Home Videos Galavant (N) (HD)8 Marvel’s Agent Carter8 Shark Tank (HD)4 Blue Bloods
(WAGM) FOX Grease: Live Summer lovers meet again at high school. (N) (L) (HD)m Scandal (HD)q Good Wife
(8) ABC Funniest Home Videos Galavant (N) (HD)8 Marvel’s Agent Carter8 Shark Tank (HD)4 News
(MPBN) PBS Father Brown4 Masterpiece Classic4 Masterpiece Classic (N)4 Mercy Street (N) (HD)y Genealogy
(9) IND Grease: Live Summer lovers meet again at high school. (N) (L) (HD)m News CTV News (:05) Castle
(13) CBS 60 Minutes (N) (HD) Madam Secretary (N)y The Good Wife (N)y CSI: Cyber (N) (HD)f News
(22) FOX Grease: Live Summer lovers meet again at high school. (N) (L) (HD)m FOX 22 News at 10 (N) Monopoly
(33) IND Andy Griffith Andy Griffith Columbo3 M*A*S*H4 Odd Couple Honeymoon. Cheers4

(38) IND Castle (HD)4 Blue Bloods (HD)q Blue Bloods (HD)v WBZ News (N) (HD) Big Bang

NICK Game Thunder Nicky, Ricky Full House3 Full House3 Full House3 Full House3 Friends5

DISN Best Fr. Liv-Mad. ★★★ Aladdin (1992, Fantasy) (G) (:40) Bunk’d K.C. Under. Girl Meets Austin
FAM 700 Club Telethon 700 Club Super Sunday Telethon “Superbook” stories. (N)

HIST American Pickers4 Logged and Loaded Ax Men (N)4 Live to Tell (N)v (:03) Ax Men
DISC Naked and Afraid (N)5 Naked and Afraid (N)5 Naked and Afraid (N)5 Snaketacular (N)y Deadliest
TLC My 600-Lb. Life4 Long Island Medium4 Medium Medium Married by Mom & Dad4 Medium
A&E Hoardersi Hoardersi Hoarders (N)i Hoarders (N)i Fit to Fat
ANPL North Woods Law5 North Woods Law (N)5 Finding Bigfoot: Further Finding Bigfoot (N)4 North-Law

CSNE NBA Basketball: Celtics at Magic Celtics Sports Sun. Sports Sun. Sports Sun. SportsNet Sports Sun.
ESPN 2016 Pro Bowl From Aloha Stadium in Honolulu. (N) (L) SportsCenter (N) (L)
ESPN2 Wm. Basketball Globetrotters 90th College Track and Field Razorback Invitational. X/Extra
NBCSP 2016 NHL All-Star Game NHL 2016 NHL All-Star Game
NESN C. Moore C. Moore AHL Hockey 2016 All-Star Skills Competition. (N) Sports Sports Sports

CNBC Undercover Bossi Undercover Boss4 Undercover Bossh Undercover Boss4 Undercover
CNN Erin Burnett OutFront (N) Anderson Cooper 3604 Anderson Cooper 3604 CNN Tonight Cooper 360
FNC Greta Van Susteren America’s Election HQ (N) The Kelly File (N) Hannity (N) Election HQ
MSNBC (3:00) The Place for Politics 2016 (N) Chris Matthews Politics

AMC (6:00) ★★ Armageddon (1998) (ESP) Bruce Willis. (PG-13) ★★ Armageddon (1998) (ESP) Bruce Willis. (PG-13)
BRV Housewives/Atl. Housewives/Atl. Housewives/Potomac (:15) Work Out New Yorkr Happens
CMT Steve Austin’s Steve Austin’s Redneck Island4 Steve Austin’s
COM South Park South Park South Park South Park South Park South Park South Park South Park South Park
E! Kardashian Kardashian Kardashian Hollywood Medium Kardashian
FOOD Guy’s Grocery Games3 Guy’s Grocery Games3 Worst Cooks in America3 Cutthroat Kitchen (N)3 Cutthroat K.
FX How to Train Your Dragon ★★★ Kung Fu Panda 2 (2011, Comedy) (PG) ★★★ Kung Fu Panda 2 (2011) (PG)
GAC Flea Market Flea Market Flea Market Flea Market Flea Market Flea Market Flea Market Flea Market Flea Market
HALL Lead With Your Heart (2015) Billy Baldwin. All Things Valentine (2015) Sarah Rafferty. (NR) Golden Girls
HGTV Fixer Upper3 Beach Beach Caribbean Caribbean Island Life3 Island Life3 Hunters
LIFE ★★ Tyler Perry’s Madea Goes to Jail (2009) ★★ Lila & Eve (2015, Suspense) Viola Davis. (R) Madea Go
MTV Ridiculous. Ridiculous. ★★ Jackass 3.5 (2011) Johnny Knoxville. (R) ★★ Jackass: The Movie (2002) (R)
OXY Snapped4 Snapped4 Snapped (N)4 Killerpost Snapped4

SPIKE Bar Rescuei Bar Rescuei Bar Rescuei Bar Rescuei Bar Rescuei

SYFY (6:30) ★ The Order (2003) Heath Ledger. (R) ★★ Final Destination (2000, Horror) Devon Sawa. (R) Final D 2
TBN Lead Way Blessed Life Joel Osteen Kerry Shook K. Copeland Creflo Doll Jesus
TBS Broke Girl Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Angie
TCM From Here to Eternity (NR) ★★★ The Major and the Minor (1942, Comedy) (NR) ★★★★ The Lost Weekend (1945)
TMC The Lovers (2014, Action) (ESP) Josh Hartnett. (R) ★★ Wicker Park (2004) Josh Hartnett. (PG-13) Basic 2
TNT The Next Three Days ★★★ The Town (2010, Crime Drama) Ben Affleck, Jon Hamm. (R) ★★ Limitless (2011)
TRAVEL Bizarre Foods/Zimmern Mysteries at the Castle4 Mysteries at the Museum Mysteries at the Museum Mysteries at
TRU Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers 10 Thingsn

TVL Reba4 Rebah Reba4 Rebah Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond King
USA Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Mod Fam
VH1 Love & Hip Hopr Love & Hip Hopr Love & Hip Hopr Stevie J K. Michelle Mob Wivesr

WGN-A Blue Bloodso Blue Bloodsv Blue Bloodsq Outsidersm Elementary

ENC (5:40) ★★★ Backdraft
(1991) Kurt Russell. (R)

★★ Invincible (2006) Mark Wahlberg. The
story of football’s Vince Papale. (PG)

(:45) ★★ When the Game Stands Tall (2014, Docudra-
ma) (ESP) Jim Caviezel, Michael Chiklis. (PG)

HBO (6:30) ★★ True Story (2015)
(ESP) Jonah Hill. (R)

(:15) ★★ Entourage (2015) Kevin Connolly. Studio boss
Ari Gold partners with movie star Vince Chase. (R)

VICE Special Report: Fight-
ing ISIS (N) (ESP)6

(10:50) ★★

The Pyramid

MAX (5:30) ★★

Blackhat (R)
(:45) ★★★ Dawn of the Planet of the Apes (2014) (ESP) Andy Serkis.
Humans and genetically evolved apes battle for supremacy.

★★ Snakes on a Plane (2006, Horror)
(ESP) Samuel L. Jackson. (R)

SHOW Shameless Debbie learns
how to work the system.6

The Circus:
Inside

The Circus:
Inside

Shameless Fiona confronts
Patrick. (N)6

Billions Axe makes an
activist play. (N)^

Billions^

STARZ Black Sails The Walrus crew
fights the elements.6

Black Sails The Walrus crew
fights the elements.6

★★★ Avengers: Age of Ultron (2015) (ESP) Robert Downey Jr. The
Avengers reassemble to battle a technological villain. (PG-13)
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MOVIESSaturday prime time
7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM

(2) NBC Maine Greenlight Dateline NBC The death of a pregnant newlywed.4 Saturday Night Live (N)5 News
(4) CBC NHL Hockey 2016 All Star Skills Competition. (N) (L) Creek Creek Creek
(5) CBS Big Bang Mike 48 Hours (N) (HD)k Criminal Minds (HD)v 48 Hours (HD)k News
(5.2) CW Cheaters (HD)5 Family Guy Family Guy Burgers Burgers Seinfeldh Seinfeldh Cops Rel.
(6) NBC Maine Greenlight Dateline NBC The death of a pregnant newlywed.4 Saturday Night Live (N)5 News
(7) ABC Wheel Jeopardy!3 NBA NBA Basketball San Antonio Spurs at Cleveland Cavaliers. Sexy Abs
(WAGM) FOX Entertainment Tonight (N) UFC Fight Night Johnson vs. Bader. (N) (L) (HD) Big Bang Big Bang Animation
(8) ABC Cize It Up!3 Jeopardy!3 NBA NBA Basketball San Antonio Spurs at Cleveland Cavaliers. News
(MPBN) PBS Keeping Up Hebburn3 As Time... Miranda4 Doc Martin4 Mercy Street (HD)v Front Center
(9) IND Big Bang Anger Saving Hope (HD) Criminal Minds (HD)v News CTV News (:05) Castlef

(13) CBS Judge Judy Judge Judy 48 Hours (N) (HD)k Criminal Minds (HD)v 48 Hours (HD)k News
(22) FOX Mod Fam Mod Fam UFC Fight Night Johnson vs. Bader. (N) (L) (HD) FOX 22 News at 10 (N) Animation
(33) IND Batman3 Batman3 Wonder Woman3 Star Trek4 ★★★ This Island Earth (1955) (NR)
(38) IND Big Bang Big Bang ★★ The Game Plan (2007, Comedy) (PG) WBZ News (N) (HD) Seinfeldh

NICK Henry Henry Game Nicky, Ricky 100 Things Thunder Full House3 Full House3 Friends5

DISN Liv-Mad. Girl Meets ★★ Beverly Hills Chihuahua (2008) Liv-Mad. Kirby Kirby Bunk’d3

FAM (6:30) ★★ Bruce Almighty (2003) ★★ Paul Blart: Mall Cop (2009) Kevin James. (PG) ★★ The Big Year (2011)

HIST Pawn Stars Pawn Stars American Restoration4 American Restoration4 American Restoration4 Restoration
DISC Barrett-Jackson Live (N)5 MythBusters (N)4 Deadliest Job Interviewy Alaskan Bush Peoplev Alaskan
TLC Untold Stories of the E.R. Untold Stories of the E.R. Untold Stories of the E.R. Sex Sent Me to the E.R.5 Sex
A&E The First 484 The First 48y The First 48: Rage The First 48: Rage The First 48
ANPL Treehouse Masters4 Treehouse Masters4 Yankee Jungle (N) Pit Bulls and Parolees4 Yankee

CSNE Celtics Tailgate Football Patriots Quick Tailgate Football SportsNet Celtics
ESPN College Basketball Kentucky at Kansas. (N) (L) Winter X Games Skiing, Snowboarding. (N) (L) SportCtr
ESPN2 College Basketball College Basketball Oklahoma State at Auburn. (N) College Basketball Pepperdine at BYU.
NBCSP NHL Hockey 2016 All Star Skills Competition. (N) (L) NHL NHL Hockey
NESN Town Hall Meeting College Basketball Pennsylvania at Brown. (N) (L) Sports Sports Sports

CNBC Undercover Bossi Undercover Bossi Undercover Bossy Undercover Boss4 Undercover
CNN CNN Newsroom The History of the Eagles Never-before-seen home movies. (N) The History of the Eagles
FNC FOX Report (N) Republican Presidential Primary Debate Watters World (N) Debate
MSNBC Chris Matthews The Runaways Lockup Lockup San Quentin

AMC (5:00) Unforgiven (1992) (R) ★★★ The Bourne Identity (2002) (ESP) Matt Damon. (PG-13) The Bourne Supremacy
BRV Housewives Real Housewives/Beverly (:18) ★★★ Bridesmaids (2011, Comedy) Kristen Wiig. (R) Bridesmaids
CMT ★★ What to Expect When You’re Expecting (2012) (PG-13) Party Down South5 Redneck Island4

COM (6:52) ★ Mr. Deeds (2002) Adam Sandler. (PG-13) (8:57) ★★★ Get Him to the Greek (2010, Comedy) Jonah Hill. (R)
E! Live From the Red Carpet Hollywood Medium ★★★ Big (1988, Comedy) Tom Hanks. (PG) ★★★ Big
FOOD Chopped3 Chopped3 Chopped3 Chopped3 Chopped3

FX (5:30) The Other Guys ★★ The Heat (2013, Comedy) Sandra Bullock, Demián Bichir. (R) ★★ The Heat (2013) (R)
GAC Cool Pools Cool Pools3 Cool Pools4 Cool Pools4 Cool Pools
HALL Unleashing Mr. Darcy (2016) Ryan Paevey. (NR) Dater’s Handbook (2016, Romance) Kristoffer Polaha. Golden Girls
HGTV Hunters Hunters Property Brothers3 Property Brothers3 House Hunters Reno Log Cabin
LIFE Tyler Perry’s Temptation ★★ Lila & Eve (2015, Suspense) Viola Davis. (R) (:02) Toni Braxton: Unbreak My Heart
MTV ★ Friday After Next (2002, Comedy) Ice Cube. (R) ★★★ Zombieland (2009) Woody Harrelson. (R) Jackass 3.5
OXY Snapped4 Snapped4 Killerpost (N) Killerpost Snapped4

SPIKE Copsi Cops4 Cops (N)5 Copsv Lip Sync Lip Sync Lip Sync Lip Sync Cops5

SYFY (6:00) Jaws the Revenge ★★★★ Jaws (1975, Suspense) Roy Scheider, Robert Shaw. (PG) Jaws 2 (PG)
TBN Precious Memories In Touch Hour Power: Schuller Graham Classic Crusades Bouquet
TBS (5:30) Now You See Me 22nd Annual Screen Actors Guild Awards (N) (L) Angie ★★ Alice in Wonderland
TCM (5:00) The Great Escape ★★★ The Nun’s Story (1959, Drama) Audrey Hepburn. (NR) One Flew Over
TMC (6:40) ★★ The Lovely Bones (2009) Mark Wahlberg. ★★ Hostel Part II (2007, Horror) (R) (:35) ★ Captivity (2007) (R)
TNT (5:15) The Blind Side 22nd Annual Screen Actors Guild Awards (N) (L) Screen Actors Guild Awards
TRAVEL Ghost Adventures4 Ghost Adventures4 Ghost Adventures (N)4 Ghost Adventures4 Dead Files
TRU 10 Thingsr 10 Thingsn World’s Dumbest...5 World’s Dumbest...5 World’s Dumbest...5 Dumbest
TVL (6:00) ★ Big Daddy Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond King
USA (6:00) ★★ The Lone Ranger (2013) Johnny Depp. ★★ The November Man (2014, Action) Pierce Brosnan. (R)
VH1 Mob Wivesr ★★ The Bodyguard (1992, Drama) Kevin Costner, Gary Kemp. (R) How Stella Got
WGN-A Blue Bloods5 Blue Bloodsv Blue Bloodsv Blue Bloodsv Outsidersm

ENC (6:20) ★★★ The Wedding
Singer (1998) (ESP)

★ Showgirls (1995) Elizabeth Berkley. An ambitious
dancer makes a bid for Las Vegas success. (NC-17)

(:15) ★ Sex Tape (2014, Comedy) (ESP)
Cameron Diaz, Jason Segel. (R)

HBO (5:25) ★★ Exodus: Gods and
Kings (2014) (PG-13)

★★ True Story (2015, Crime Drama)
(ESP) Jonah Hill, James Franco. (R)

(:45) Boxing Sergey Kovalev vs. Jean Pascal. (N)
(L) (ESP)

MAX (6:45) ★ Swimfan (2002)
Jesse Bradford. (PG-13)

(:10) ★★ Mimic (1997) (ESP) Mira Sorvino. A deadly
new breed of insect wreaks havoc on New York. (R)

★★ 300: Rise of an Empire (2014, Action)
(ESP) Sullivan Stapleton. (R)

SHOW (6:15) ★★ Last Vegas (2013)
Michael Douglas.

Billions An attorney gets
an inside tip. (ESP)^

Billions Chuck’s probe is
derailed temporarily.^

★★★ The Imitation Game (2014) (ESP)
Benedict Cumberbatch. (PG-13)

STARZ (6:15) ★ Paul Blart: Mall Cop
2 (2015) (ESP) (PG)

(7:55) Black Sails Eleanor
is offered clemency.6

Black Sails The Walrus crew
fights the elements.6

Black Sails The Walrus crew
fights the elements.6

Black Sails
(ESP)6
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Things to Do

For a complete listing
of calendar items or to
submit your event,
visit www.bangordaily-
news.com.

Bill Brysonwrites of
a glum trip to England
BY CHARLES FINCH
NEWSDAY (TNS)

“The Road to Little
Dribbling: Adventures of
an American in Britain”
by Bill Bryson; Double-
day (380 pages, $28.95)

In the 1880s, the English
experienced an intense col-
lective wistfulness for the pe-
riod before 1850, which was
the year that
railroads had fi-
nally connected
the country. Of
course, it also was a time
when 5-year-olds worked in
factories. You have to be care-
ful when you look backward.

Until now, the wonderful
American writer Bill Bryson
has always stayed on the right
side of that line, consistently a
nostalgist, never a pessimist.
Alas, “The Road to Little Drib-
bling,” his new account of trav-
elsaroundEngland,hascrossed
it, the author’s tone for the first
time no longer so much cur-
mudgeonly as incurably sour.

“We live in a world that has
practically no appreciation
for quality, tradition or classi-
ness,” he writes early on, and
virtually every page thereaf-
ter offers some variation on
that glum assessment. It di-
minishes the book — the first
of his career, for me, which is
only an equivocal pleasure.

“The Road to Little Drib-
bling” is a sequel to “Notes
from a Small Island,” which
came out in 1995 and re-

counted with wry curiosity
the Iowan’s first encounters
with a country that would
soon give him both a wife
and a career in journalism.

The book is best when
Bryson latches onto forgotten
local histories — the life of the
bureaucrat who gave Mount
Everest its name, for in-
stance, or the charming story
of an eccentric Nobel laureate
who anonymously took a job
as a London gardener.

Unfortunately, being back
out on the road seems to have
brought out the worst in him.
It’s hard to believe that so orig-
inal and perceptive a writer
could rant with such banality
about tabloid stars (“Why are
these people famous?”) and
modern youth (“Is it actually
the case that all people under
the age of thirty are basically
now about ten years old?”).

The good news, paradoxi-
cally, is that “The Road to
Little Dribbling” feels so per-
functory. Bryson sticks most-
ly within shouting distance of
London, where his family is
conveniently located; there’s
an overwhelming and even
explicit awareness that he’s
attempting to cash in on the
popularity of his earlier book.
I certainly have my fingers
crossed that this is what ac-
counts for this sequel’s dispir-
itedness, indeed its mean-
spiritedness. Bryson has
given me hundreds of hours of
happiness, and owes me noth-
ing. But I dearly hope that he
has more than this left to give.

BOOK
REVIEW


