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Things to Do

ALTON, OLD TOWN —
Hirundo Wildlife Refuge
Winter Family Day 10
a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 6, at the refuge.
Dogsledding with Alex-
ander Therriault with his
two teams; Bucky
Owen, “Searching for
Signs of Animals” dur-
ing guided trail walk;
cross-country ski race
for adults, juniors and
children; curling or
snowshoe biathlon,
many other activities.
Bring a lunch or pur-
chase one. $5, free to
members and children
under 12. To register,
394-2171. hirundo-
maine.org.

BANGOR and ELLS-
WORTH — Bangor
YMCA’s Vegas to Camp
adult prom, 8 p.m. Sat-
urday, Feb. 13, at the
newly winterized Bangor
YMCA Wilderness Cen-
ter at Camp Jordan, 101
Camp Jordan Way, on
Branch Lake. Open to
people ages 21 and
older, featuring DJ Disco,
an hors d’oeuvres buffet
and a cash bar in the
Wilderness Center’s King
Dining Hall; and a door-
to-door shuttle service
by reservation. Tickets
$35 per person; $50 per
couple; and $250 for
table of 10; shuttle ser-
vice an additional $15
per person and must be
reserved by Friday, Feb.
5. Tickets available in
advance only at the Y,
17 Second St., Bangor,
or online at www.Ban-
gorYMCA.org. All pro-
ceeds will support Y
programs and services.

BELFAST — “Bodies,”
exhibition of work by
nine New York-based
artists, Perimeter Gallery,
96 Main St. Through
March 10. 338-0555 or
perimeter96@gmail.com.

BLUE HILL — Exhibit of
colored pencil drawings,
“Crystal Gems” by
7-year-old Bean Fitzpat-
rick, during library hours
through February, chil-
dren’s Larchwood exhibit
case, Blue Hill Public
Library, 5 Parker Point
Road. Libby at 374-
5515.

BREWER — Take Your
Child to the Library cele-
bration, 10:30-11:30
a.m. Saturday, Feb. 6,
Brewer Public Library.
Stories, snacks, Lego
play and door prizes.
989-7943.

BREWER — Experienced
or new knitters, crochet-
ers or needleworkers
invited to Brewer Public
Library 9:30-11 a.m. Fri-
days, beginning Feb. 5,
to work on community
service project, in part-
nership with the Brewer
Police Department, or
bring your own yarn
projects and socialize in
conference room. 989-
7943.

CAMDEN — Camden Gar-
den Club Winter Horti-
culture Series, 10 a.m.
Tuesdays through Feb.
23. Free and open to the
all. 236-3440.

CAMDEN — Fairies in the
Snow Tea Party with
children’s book author
Liza Gardner Walsh and
illustrator Hazel Mitchell
for an afternoon making
fairies 1-2 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 6, Camden Public
Library, 55 Main St. Kids
can join in fairy attire for
a special reading, crafts,
and activities. Books
available for sale and

Teachers association
to offer scholarship

LAMOINE— The Han-
cock County Teachers As-
sociation is offering a $2,000
scholarship to a college
from Hancock County en-
rolled in the field of educa-
tion. The award is available
to a college student who
will enter t heir senior year
in the fall. Applications and
information may be ob-
tained by writing to: Mrs.
Wanda Whitener, 127 But-
termilk Road, Lamoine ME
04605.

The deadline for receiv-
ing applications is Tuesday,
March 1.

signing. Light refresh-
ments. 236-3440.

EAST SANGERVILLE —
Newell Family Band,
7-9:30 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 6, East Sangerville
Grange Hall. Doors open
5:30 p.m. Tickets avail-
able two weeks in
advance or at the door.
grange.org/eastsanger-
villeme177/ or Sid at
564-8596.

ELLSWORTH — Gilbert
and Sullivan Society live
production of
“Patience,” 7 p.m. Fri-
day, Feb. 5; 3 p.m. Sat-
urday and Sunday, Feb.
6-7; 7 p.m. Friday, Feb.
12; 3 p.m. Saturday and
Sunday, Feb. 13-14, at
the Grand Theatre. $21,
$19 seniors and stu-
dents. The Grand box
office, 667-9500 or gran-
donline.org.

HAMPDEN — Hampden
Kiwanis Club monthly
baked bean supper fea-
turing John’s award-win-
ning chili, 4:30-6 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 6, Hamp-
den Kiwanis Club Civic
Center, Main Road. $7,
$4 children. Benefits
Hampden Kiwanis Club
charities.

NEW GLOUCESTER —
Special concert by Cas-
tlebay in celebration of
the Celtic cross holiday,
Imbolc, which is halfway
between the winter sol-
stice and the vernal
equinox, 7:30-9:30 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 6, Village
Coffeehouse of New
Gloucester, 10 Glouces-
ter Hill Road. 926-3260;
www.villagecoffeehouse.
org

NORTHPORT — U.S.
Toboggan Nationals
kick-off and celebration
of 2016 Camden Winter-
fest at the annual Fire
and Ice Event, 5-9 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 5, Lookout
Point. Bonfires, music,
food, fireworks and fun.

ORRINGTON — Baked
bean and casseroles
supper, 4:30-6 p.m. Sat-
urday, Feb. 6, at the East
Orrington Congregation-
al Church, 38 Johnson
Mill Road. $7, $3 chil-
dren.

PORTLAND — “400 Years
of New Mainers,”
through April 2, Maine
Historical Society, 489
Congress St. Opening
reception, 5-9 p.m. Fri-
day, Feb. 5, at the soci-
ety. Admission to the
reception is free. Part of
the First Friday Art Walk.

PORTLAND — Baxter
Academy for Technology
and Science showcase
exhibit of student project
work, “STE(A)M: The Art
of Innovation at Baxter
Academy,” 5-8 p.m. Fri-

day, Feb. 5, 561 Con-
gress St. Shows off aes-
thetic side of STEM-
based high school stu-
dents. Adam.Gilman@
baxter-academy.org

PORTLAND —
“Focus:Printmaking,”
invitational group show
featuring Maine print-
makers, through Feb.
27, Greenhut Galleries.
Artists reception, 1-3
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 6;
artists talk and demon-
strations, 1:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, Feb. 20, at the
gallery. 772-2693 or
info@greenhutgalleries.
com.

ROCKLAND — Rockland
Civics Happy Hour, 5-7
p-m. Thursday, Feb. 4,
The Speakeasy, 2 Park
Drive. Politically neutral
gathering where attend-
ees mingle and converse
about Rockland matters
without formality or ani-
mosity. 678-772-0150 or
nate@rocklandsteel-
house.com.

ROCKLAND — Public sup-
per and game night, 5-8
p-m. Saturday, Feb. 6,
First Universalist Church,
345 Broadway. Supper
5-6:30 p.m. featuring
homemade soups,
stews, chowders and
chili, along with green
salad, bread and des-
serts; vegan and vege-
tarian options. Adults $7,
children under 12 $4;
families $20. Board and
card games will begin at
6 p.m.; instructors avail-
able. Cribbage, Scrab-
ble, Garden Scrabble
Loteria (Mexican Bingo)
Othello. For information,
call 594-8750.

SOUTHWEST HARBOR —
Mardi Gras celebration,
5:30 -6:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, Feb. 4, Southwest
Harbor Public Library.
Demonstration of meth-
ods used at library’s
Summer Story Camp.
Camp themes
announced, advance
registration available.
Also, new show by Barn
Arts Collective, tradition-
al Mardi Gras snacks,
demonstration by Crys-
tal DaGraca, Story
Camp head teacher,
samba parade. Make a
shaker and join in
parade. Costumes
encouraged. 244-7065.

UNION — Romance author
Susan Vaughan discuss-
ing her book “Always a
Suspect,” 2-3:30 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 6, at Vose
Library, 392 Common
Road. Sample choco-
late, hot cocoa and tea.
785-4733 or voselibrari-
an@voselibrary.org.

For a complete listing of
calendar items or to submit
your event, visit www.ban-
gordailynews.com.
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‘American Gods’ TV adaptation
casts Shadow Moon character

BY MEREDITH WOERNER
LOS ANGELES TIMES (TNS)

The long-awaited “Amer-
ican Gods” series on Starz
has finally cast the charac-
ter Shadow Moon. Let the
great battle of the gods
begin!

The popular Americana-
meets-mythology work by
author Neil Gaiman,
“American Gods” is cur-
rently being adapted for a
TV series. And Starz re-
vealed its lead. Actor Ricky
Whittle will play the re-
served protagonist Shadow
Moon. Fans of the series
“The 100” may remember
Whittle from his role as
Lincoln.

Gaiman’s “American
Gods” novel is set in the
present day and centers on
the brewing battle between
the crop of new, modern-
day gods and the dwindling
old gods. In Gaiman’s
world mythological deities

are very real but as time
passes, and the worship
wanes, the old gods grow
weaker. As new monu-
ments of celebration and
devotion arise (such as
technology or celebrity),
new gods grow in size and
power.

Main character Shadow
Moon is an ex-con, working
as a bodyguard to one of
the older gods, Mr. Wednes-
day (an incarnation of the
Norse god Odin). Shadow
Moon is a character of few
words, but big on action.

Gaiman commented via
press announcement on
Whittle’s casting: “I'm
thrilled that Ricky has
been cast as Shadow. His
auditions were remark-
able. The process of taking
aworld out of the pages of a
book, and putting it onto
the screen has begun.
‘American Gods’ is, at its
heart, a book about immi-
grants, and it seems per-

fectly appropriate that
Shadow will, like so much
else, be Coming to Ameri-
ca. I'm delighted Ricky will
get to embody Shadow.
Now the fun starts.”

The driving forces be-
hind the Starz series,
Bryan Fuller (“Hannibal”)
and Michael Green
(“Kings”), also released a
joint statement addressing
the fan base: “We searched
every continent and coun-
try and all the islands in
between for our Shadow
Moon, and we are lucky to
have found Ricky. Fans of
the novel will find he has
every bit of the heart of the
character they fell in love
with.”

Now the rest of the gods
just need to be cast; fingers
crossed that “The Techni-
cal Boy”(the godly incarna-
tion of technology) is some-
thing wickedly clever.
“American Gods” will
begin shooting in April.

‘Boy and the World’ looks at life
through a child’s wide eyes

BY MICHAEL O'SULLIVAN
WASHINGTON POST

The dark horse in the ani-
mated-feature Academy
Awards race, “Boy and the

World,” by

Brazilian FILM
filmmaker REVIEW
Ale Abreu,

looks and sounds nothing like
its competition.

Hand-drawn using a mix-
ture of colored pencil, photo
collage and paint — and seem-
ingly drawing inspiration
from the character stylings of
cartoonist Saul Steinberg —
it’s the story of a small boy
who discovers the big world
when he goes in search of his
migrant-worker father.

Set to a jazzy score by
Ruben Feffer and Gustavo
Kurlat, “Boy and the World”
tells its story — at times won-
drously, and at times with an
awe approaching uneasiness
— wordlessly. The dialogue, if

that’s the right word, is gib-
berish that sounds like Portu-
guese played backwards.

It is, without a doubt, the
most purely visual of the Os-
car-nominated animated
films, despite a hero whose
face resembles little more
than an oversize shirt button
with two long, slit-like holes
for eyes.

That we see the world
through those eyes — every-
thing from a rainbow-colored
pebble to the factories that
mill cotton fabric for shirts
that are shipped to customers
around the world 4 “ only
adds to the sense of amaze-
ment and bewilderment that
the film inspires. It also con-
tains a critique of environ-
mental degradation, income
inequity and globalization, in
an approach that is at once
subtler and more powerful
than similar mainstream
children’s films (e.g., “Norm
of the North” and “The

Thursday prime time

Lorax,” to name two).

The frequently surreal plot
takes no pains to avoid alarm-
ing younger viewers (or even
their parents) who might be
dismayed to see a protagonist
of tender age wandering
around without supervision,
as he stays with a series of
kindly strangers in a migrant
camp, and later in a squalid
but beautifully rendered fave-
la, or slum.

Put another way, the make-
believe world of “Boy and the
World” is confusing, scary
and gorgeous. But then again,
so is the real one.

Three and a half stars.
Rated PG. Contains some
unsettling themes and im-
ages. 80 minutes.

Ratings Guide: Four stars
masterpiece, three stars
very good, two stars OK,
one star poor, no stars
waste of time.
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