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‘Batman v Superman’ takes a darker turn

BY JOHN ANDERSON
NEWSDAY (TNS)

In a time much like our
own, superheroes have lost
their luster. The good they do
has been marred by destruc-
tion. The public has lost its
faith, the mood is grim and one
twisted human — resentful of
the powers he doesn’t possess
— concocts a plan to bring the
caped crusaders down.

If that sounds like the plot to
“The Incredibles” (2004), it cer-
tainly is. “But it’s probably a
trope in all superhero stories,”
said actor Jesse Eisenberg,
who plays maniacal arch-vil-
lain Lex Luthor in “Batman v
Superman: Dawn of Justice,”
destined to be the biggest
movie of 2016 since “Dead-
pool.” “The public adores su-
perheroes because they have
power, and there’s a person
who feels slighted because he
lacks a lot of power. Which
would be me.”

“Batman v Superman,”
which will materialize March
25 out from under a cloak of
enforced secrecy among cast,
crew and press, is the first
movie to bring together the
twin monuments of superhero-
dom: Superman (Henry Cav-
ill), the emigre from Krypton
whose powers have virtually

no limitations; and Batman,
aka Bruce Wayne (Ben Af-
fleck), the dark knight of ven-
geance, the heir of not-so-state-
ly Wayne Manor, the crusader
for justice who decides that
Superman needs a spanking,
and he’s just the one to deliver
it. Meanwhile, Lex is Iurking.

“I'm not sure what I can say
without being sued,” said
Eisenberg, who begins the
movie not bald, as per the tra-
ditional Lex Luthor, “but I can
say generally that my charac-
ter goes through a visual trans-
formation.”

“It’s killing me not to be able
to talk about stuff,” said Cavill,
who is reprising his role from
2013’s “Man of Steel.” He said
that “Batman v Superman” is
largely about “Superman
growing up.”

“It’s an imagining of what
the world would be like if a
Superman really existed,” said
Cavill. “I think it would be fair
to say that some people would
be really enthusiastic about it,
some a little less so, and a large
portion would fear him, who
would be positive he was the
bad guy. That reality is appar-
ent in the movie from Super-
man’s perspective — people
will react to you with fear. He’s
been expecting that — Pa Kent
warned him about it — but he

wasn’t expecting people to ac-
cuse him of being the bad guy.”

The film picks up at the end
of Superman’s epic clash with
his fellow Kryptonian, General
Zod, with Metropolis in virtual
ruins and Batman convinced
that Superman’s actions have
wrought as much bad as good.
He prepares for battle. Super-
man, meanwhile, in rescuing
his intrepid reporter girlfriend,
Lois Lane (Amy Adams), from
the middle of an aborted CIA
action against a Boko Haram-
style terrorist group, is ac-
cused again of creating havoc.
Should beings with almost un-

EDUARDO MUNOZ | REUTERS
Cast members Ben Affleck (left) and Henry Cavill attend
the New York premiere of “Batman v Superman: Dawn Of
Justice" on Sunday at Radio City Music Hall in New York.

limited powers be able to exer-
cise them when and where
they want? The public is on the
fence. Not so Batman. Or Lu-
thor, who is given a different
kind of portrayal by Eisenberg
than he was given back in the
day by, say, Gene Hackman.
“The tone is just different,”
Eisenberg said. “It’s a fun, ex-
citing movie, but it’s darker
and has deeper philosophical
themes, characters dealing
with existential crises, which
to my mind are very modern
—and unusual for this genre of
movie. And that’s what makes
it, for me, as an actor, more re-

latable and more interesting
because it’s not just the theat-
rics, it’s a real person.”

As is usual with fan-boy-ori-
ented action movies based on
comic books, the online agita-
tion has been close to virulent:
Affleck came under attack for
his casting as Batman, and
Eisenberg, too, at least to a
certain degree. (“But they don’t
have the script,” he said, “so
they don’t know how the char-
acters are being tailored.”) Di-
rector Zack Snyder says that
on this movie in particular, the
feedback — which isn’t really
feedback, since the commenta-
tors haven’t seen the movie —
has been “exhausting.”

“There’s this very tense
amount of interest, a level
that’s so passionate and so
deep,” he said. “By the way, it’s
an uptown problem to have
people care that much. But like
Isay, it is exhausting.”

He said the toughest part of
making the film wasn’t the
enormous number of special
effects or the elaborate set piec-
es that punctuate the drama,
but the relationship between
the two principal characters.

“It’s such a tricky world, a
tricky relationship these two
have,” said Snyder. “And peo-
ple have a lot of expectations
about their relationship.

“I'm looking forward to the
discussions that happen after
people see the movie that you
will understand the power that
these characters can shoul-
der,” he said.

What “Batman v Super-
man” generates — to its credit
— is a conversation about the
philosophical and even theo-
logical questions that are
raised by the existence of su-
permen.

“Lesser heroes can’t shoul-
der the same amount of mythi-
cal conversation,” Snyder said.

For Cavill, all the anxious
chatter surrounding the re-
lease of the movie comes under
the umbrella of “entertain-
ment” — that the virtual en-
thusiasm/outrage over the
story and casting and out-
comes is all part of the same
experience.

“I encourage it,” he said.
“It’s exciting. Everyone will
argue till they’re blue in the
face, attacking this hero, or
this villain — it’s all part of it.”
Some people, he said, don’t like
the way he plays Superman.
“That’s fine; it’s all part of it. I
encourage creative thought. If
it’s not creative, if it’s just de-
structive, it’s kind of pointless.
But if they’re being construc-
tive with their criticism, then
that’s great.”

Things to Do

ALNA — Wiscasset Water-
ville & Farmington Rail-
way Museum steam
train rides and Easter
egg hunts, noon-3 p.m.
Saturday, March 26, Alna
Center, 97 Cross Road.
Train tickets $5, free to
under age 3. 882-4193
or wwfry.org.

AUGUSTA — Free Maine
Brain Injury Resource
Fair by Brain Injury
Association of America’s
Maine Chapter, 1-4 p.m.
Thursday, March 24, Le
Club Calumet, 334 West
River Road. Exhibitors to
include brain injury pro-
grams, providers, advo-
cacy and legal organiza-
tions, support groups,
veterans’ organizations,
recreational opportuni-
ties, the Maine Brain
Injury Waiver and more.
Register, www.biausa.
org/maine. On-site regis-
tration available day of
event.

AUGUSTA — Model Rail-
road show by Maine
3Railers, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Saturday, March 26,
Augusta Elks Lodge, 397
Civic Center Drive/Route
27, just off Exit 112B on
|1-95. Sam, secarri@
comcast.net, 205-2742
or maine3railers.org.

BANGOR — Maine Gun
Safety Coalition’s North-
ern Maine Chapter
screening “Making A
Killing: Guns, Greed and
the NRA,” 6-8 p.m.
Wednesday, March 23,
Bangor Public Library
Lecture Hall. Free, dona-
tions accepted. Discus-
sion after the film.

BANGOR — Pulitzer Prize
winning journalist Amy
Ellis Nutt of the Wash-
ington Post, “Being
Nicole,” 6:30-8 p.m.
Thursday, March 24,
Bangor Public Library.

BANGOR — Artwalk, 4-8
p.m. Friday, March 25,
downtown. Tour artists’
studios. Free. info@
dbac.org.

BANGOR — Kidabaloo
with Disney Channel
celebrity Farkle, played

by Corey Fogelmanis
from “Girl Meets World,”
10 a.m.-1 p.m. and 2-5
p-m. Saturday, March
26, Cross Insurance
Center. Live performanc-
es by Rick Charette,
Playland Adventures
bounce houses, face
painting, costumed char-
acters, kids karaoke,
Easter activities includ-
ing the Easter Bunny,
games, prizes and more.
z1073.com/events-ban-
gor/playland-adventures-
kidabaloo-
2016/26-march-
2016-cross-insurance-
center-10/.

BANGOR — “The Last
Five Years,” written and
composed by Jason
Robert Brown, starring
Dominick Varney and
Brianne Beck, 7 p.m.
through March 27,
Penobscot Theatre, Ban-
gor Opera House, 131
Main St. Showtimes
vary. 942-3333 or
penobscottheatre.org.

BLUE HILL — “The Art of
the Book” exhibit, during
library hours through
March, Howard Room
glass cases, Blue Hill
Public Library, 5 Parker
Point Road. 374-5515.

BLUE HILL — Rainbow
Warriors writing group
for ages 12 to 18, 4-5
p-m. Tuesdays, Blue Hill
Public Library. Open to
artists, gamers, readers,
movie enthusiasts, bak-
ers, crafters, social jus-
tice warriors and more.
Discussion, writing
prompts, games. Libby,
374-5515.

BLUE HILL — Former edu-
cation professors Berna-
dette and Vivodh Anand
of Milbridge lead series
of discussions of Ta-
Nehisi Coates’ book
“Between the World and
Me,” 6:30-8:15 p.m.
Monday, March 28, Blue
Hill Public Library. 374-
5515.

CAMDEN — Spanish-lan-
guage reading and con-
versation group, 1-2
p.m. Tuesday, March 22,
Camden Pubilic Library.
Open to all who are pro-
ficient in Spanish. Lynne
Taylor, leerycharlar@

gmail.com.

CAMDEN — “The Century
of The Self,” documen-
tary by filmmaker Adam
Curtis, hosted by Cam-
den Philosophical Soci-
ety, 7-8:30 p.m. Tuesday,
March 22, Camden Pub-
lic Library. 236-3440.

CARMEL — Carmel Cats
Club, fifth annual vendor
and craft fair, 9 a.m.-3
p.m. Saturday, March
26, Carmel Elementary
School, 50 Plymouth
Road. 852-4965 or
jmaeraymond@roadrun-
ner.com.

EASTPORT — Knights of
Pythias Anchor Lodge
41, 6:30-7 p.m. Friday,
March 25, Eastport
Youth Center, Barren
Road. 904-7663 or
anchorlodgeno41@
yahoo.com.

LINCOLN — Save-A-Life
Task Force free talk on
“Understanding Sub-
stance Abuse and its
Impact on Maine,” given
by Marjorie Withers, co-
director of Community
Caring Collaborative in
Machias, 6-8 p.m. Tues-
day, March 29, Gillmor’s
Restaurant. S-A-L@river-
coalition.org.

OLD TOWN — Free com-
munity supper, 6 p.m.
Friday, March 25, St.
James’ Episcopal
Church, corner of Main
and Center streets. Free
and open to all.

ORONO — Pulitzer Prize
winning journalist Amy
Ellis Nutt of the Wash-
ington Post, “Being
Nicole,” 3 p.m. Thurs-
day, March 24, Wells
Conference Center, Uni-
versity of Maine.

ORONO — Pulitzer Prize
winning journalist Kath-
leen Kingsbury of the
Boston Globe, “Service
Not Included,” 3 p.m.
Tuesday, March 29,
Wells Conference Cen-
ter, University of Maine.

ORONO — Pulitzer Prize
winning journalist Jim
Sheeler of Case Western
Reserve University,
“Final Salute,” 3 p.m.
Wednesday, March 30,

Maine Lighthouse Museum in
Rockland to open for season

ROCKLAND — The Maine
Lighthouse Museum will
open for the season on Thurs-
day, March 24.

The museum, located at
One Park Drive in Rockland,
overlooks Rockland Harbor
and Penobscot Bay, and it is
home to the largest collec-
tion of lighthouse, life-saving
and U.S. Coast Guard arti-
facts in the nation.

The mission of the Maine
Lighthouse Museum is “to
educate the public regarding
the long standing traditions,

heroism and progress of
America’s Lighthouse and
Lifesaving services and the
United States Coast Guard
through the conservation
and interpretation of the na-
tion’s most significant collec-
tion of lighthouse and life-
saving artifacts.”

All members of the Coast
Guard, active and retired re-
ceive free admission to the
museum. Parking is free at
the Trade Winds Motor Inn
across the street for museum
visitors.

The museum will be open
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursdays,
Fridays and Saturdays until
Memorial Day when the nor-
mal expanded summer
schedule begins. During the
summer, the museum will be
open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday and 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturdays and
Sundays.

For more information, call
594-3301, visit www.maine-
lighthousemuseum.org or
the museum’s Facebook

page.

Wells Conference Cen-
ter, University of Maine.

PALERMO — Semi-annual
soup and pie social fun-
draiser, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Saturday, March 26, Pal-
ermo Community
Library, 2789 Route 3.
$2.50 for bowl of home-
made soup, $2.50 for
slice of pie, free to age 5
and under. Raffles also
conducted. 993-6088,
palermo@palermo.lib.
me.us or palermo.lib.
me.us.

PORTLAND — Spirits Alive
at Eastern Cemetery
Winter Lecture Series:
1:30-2:30 p.m. Saturday,
March 26, Wishcamper
Center, Bedford Street,
University of Southern
Maine. Stephen C.
O’NEeill, associate director
and curator of collections
at the Pilgrim Hall Muse-

um in Plymouth, Massa-
chusetts, and adjunct
faculty in the history
department at Suffolk
University, discussing
burial places, customs
and practices of Plym-
outh Colony’s Pilgrims.
Free. spiritsalive.org.

ROCKLAND — Trekapaloo-
za Battle of the Bands, 7
p-m. Friday, March 25,
Strand Theatre. Doors
open, 6:30 p.m. $10 in
advance, $12 at the door.
Chemical-free event for
all ages. Benefits Trek-
kers. 594-5095 or trek-
kers.org.

SOUTHWEST HARBOR —
Author Robin Clifford
Wood talking about
about a home on Sutton
Island and its literary leg-
acy, 5:30-7 p.m. Tues-
day, March 22, South-
west Harbor Public

Tuesday prime time

Library. 244-7065.

THOMASTON — The
DaPonte String Quartet
with Suzanne Nance and
Joshua Miller, 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, March 23,
Episcopal Church of St.
John Baptist, corner of
Main and Green streets.
J.S. Bach’s “Peasants
Cantata” and “Erbarme
dich,” as well as Franz
Josef Haydn’s “7 Last
Words of Christ.” Tickets
at daponte.org.

UNION — Among Friends
acoustic music concert,
7 p.m. Friday, March 25,
Vose Library, 392 Com-
mon Road. Admission
by suggested donation
of $5. 785-4733.

For a complete listing of
calendar items or to submit
your event, visit www.ban-
gordailynews.com.
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