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EVENTS

‘Empire’ showrunner teases midseason return

BY ELIZABETH
WAGMEISTER
VARIETY.COM

LOS ANGELES — After a
three-month hiatus, Fox’s
hit drama “Empire” is back
— and the Lyon family has a
lot of family feuding to re-
solve with all the cliffhang-
ers left after the midseason
finale.

The winter finale ended
with Hakeem (Bryshere
Gray) taking sides with his
cougar ex Camilla (Naomi
Campbell) and voting
against his father, Lucious
(Terrence Howard), taking
his company Empire Enter-
tainment away from him.

“He did an impetuous, im-
pulsive, reckless thing,”
showrunner Ilene Chaiken
told Variety of Hakeem'’s be-
trayal. “His father pushed
him to it, but every individ-
ual in the family is going to
have areaction. I don’t think
Hakeem is going to get a lot
of love from his family.”

Who may turn their back
on Hakeem remains to be
seen, but a fair assumption
is that his relationship with
Lucious will be prickly.
Chaiken suggested that Em-
pire is on the line for the
Lyons.

“What will Lucious do to

get his Empire back, and
will he succeed? And will
Hakeem be able to hang onto
the Empire? Will Hakeem
get himself to be appointed
CEO or did he just make a
reckless move without a
plan?” Chaiken said. “He
could have just lost the
whole damn company.”

Now that Camilla is at the
helm of Empire, Hakeem is
put into an even-more com-
promising situation, since
he’s in business with the
woman with whom he used
to be in bed.

“Hakeem was completely
taken off guard by her re-
turn, and the thing that he
least expected was that
when he looks at her again,
he doesn’t necessarily feel
the way he did when she left
him — he’s fallen in love
with somebody else,” Chai-
ken said, referring to Ha-
keem’s girlfriend, Laura
(Jamila Velazquez). “He’s
faced with an impossible
choice because she holds the
fate of his company in her
hands, and she wants him
back. Hakeem will have to
make some very, very tough
choices because he’s either
going to have to give up the
woman he loves or the loy-
alty of his family to finally
get Empire.”

Cast from Season 1 of “Empire.”

Aside from the Empire
crumbling out of Lucious’
hands, one more big cliff-
hanger from the December
finale remains — actually,
two. Rhonda (Kaitlin Dou-
bleday) was pushed down
the stairs by an unknown
enemy, and her lifeless,
pregnant body was splat-
tered across the marble floor
of her and Andre’s mansion.

“Assuming that Rhonda

survives, it’s going to be an
ongoing story,” Chaiken
teased of the who-pushed-
Rhonda storyline. Though
many signals point to Anika
(Grace Gealey), the show-
runner warns viewers not to
jump to any conclusions. “It
doesn’t get resolved quickly,
and it doesn’t get resolved in
an obvious and expected
way. It’s full of twists, and
it’s not straightforward,”
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Chaiken insisted.

As for the back-half of the
season, Chaiken said the
overall theme is the family
coming together against an
“external adversary” all in
the name of Empire — and
that will result in a big
change for the last eight epi-
sodes of the season: fewer
celebrity guest stars.

With an emphasis on the
family dynamics, Chaiken

said there’s simply not
enough screen time to fill
with one-shot characters.

“We have a story to tell,
and the story is about the
Lyon family. They are the
stars of the show, and we re-
ally wanted to devote the
time we have each week,”
she said.

However, don’t expect a
complete drought of A-list-
ers. The rapper Xzibit will
appear in a new role, which
Chaiken described as “one
of the best turns we’ve done
because it’s so meshed in
story for us.” Plus other ac-
tors will join this season,
though they may not be the
recognizable faces that “Em-
pire” has seen in the past.
“They’re roles that were
written and then cast with
great actors, opposed to
guest stars that came along
and we said, ‘We need to
come up with something so
that we can have them on
the show,”” the producer
said.

And, there’s still one star
who will make a debut a few
episodes in, but the name
will remain a secret.

“There’s one other guest
star that hasn’t been an-
nounced, and it’s the most
exciting to me. It’s a spoil-
er,” Chaiken teased.

Things to Do

BANGOR — Eastern
Maine Community Col-
lege’s annual Maine
Trivia Tournament, 5-9
p.m. Thursday, March
31, Johnston Gymna-
sium, 354 Hogan
Road. Proceeds bene-
fit EMCC Foundation,
which develops
resources and scholar-
ships to assist stu-
dents. Registration
$200 for one team of
three to five people.
eventbrite.com/e/
maine-trivia-tourna-
ment-2016-registra-
tion-20833513600.

BAR HARBOR — Mount
Desert Island Hospital’s
Lisa Stewart Women’s
Health Center annual
Spring Frock Swap, 5-8
p.m. Thursday, March
31, Wolf Conference
Center, second floor, 330
Main St. Cost to partici-
pate, $10. 288-8100 or
carmen.sanford@mdi-
hospital.org. Benefits
health of women in MDI
region.

BANGOR — “Through the
Looking Glass” annual
spring auction, 5:30-9
p.m. Friday, April 1,
John Bapst Memoirial
High School, 100
Broadway. Dinner, des-
sert, cash bar, raffles
and auction to support
the school. For tickets,
visit http://jbauction.
bpt.me/ or call the
school at 947-0313,
ext. 115. Tickets $50
for individuals; $350 for
a table of eight.

BANGOR — Lobster stew
dinner, 5 and 7 p.m.
Saturday, April 2, All
Souls Church, 10
Broadway. Take-out
meals available begin-
ning at 4 p.m. Cost of
dinner is $15. Tickets
must be purchased in
advance. 942-7354.

BANGOR — Literacy Vol-
unteers of Bangor’s
annual Literacy Tea, with
40 tables decorated with
themes from children’s
books, 3-5 p.m. Sunday,
April 3, John Bapst
Memorial High School,
100 Broadway. Maine
author/illustrator Mark
Scott Ricketts will per-
form his book “Adven-
tures in Vacationland.”
Tickets $20. 947-8451 or
www.lvbangor.org/litera-
cytea.

BAR HARBOR — Bob
Thayer discussing histo-
ry, geography and the
beauty of Ireland in a
slideshow and talk, 7-8
p.m. Friday, April 1,
Jesup Memorial Library.
288-4245 or kchagnon@
jesuplibrary.org.

BLUE HILL — Display of
Maine sea shells collect-
ed by Alison Dibble of
Brooklin, during regular
library hours through
April, Larchwood Room,
Blue Hill Public Library.

Hands-on workshop
with Dibble for children
about shells of Maine, 4
p-m. Thursday, March
31. Open to all.

BLUE HILL — Friends of
Blue Hill Public Library
first-Saturday-of-the-
month book sale, 9 a.m.-
2 p.m. Saturday, April 2,
library’s basement book
nook. Accepting dona-
tions of books in good
condition. 374-5515.

BLUE HILL — Flash! In The
Pans steel drum band
and Planet Pan joint
“street dance,” 7-9 p.m.
Saturday, April 2, George
Stevens Academy cafe-
teria, 23 Union St. Bene-
fits Island Nursing Home
and Care Center of Deer
Isle.

CARMEL — The Caravel
Middle School Chess
Team spaghetti dinner
5:30-7:30 p.m. Friday,
April 1, at the school,
520 Irish Road. Raffle
and silent auction. The
team recently won
Penobscot Valley Middle
League and Maine State
Junior High champion-
ships and is trying to
raise money to attend
the national chess com-
petition April 14-16, in
Indianapolis, and needs
funds for flights, hotels,
food, van rentals and
registration for the com-
petition.

HAMPDEN — Baked bean
supper, 4:30-6 p.m. Sat-
urday, April 2, Hampden
Kiwanis Civic Center.
Features John’s award
winning chili. $7, $4 chil-
dren. Benefits Hampden
Kiwanis charities.

MACHIAS — 10th annual
University of Maine
Cooperative Extension
Washington County 4-H
Robotics Expo, 9:30-
11:15 a.m. Saturday,
April 2, UMaine Machias
Reynolds Center, 116
O’Brien Ave. Free and
open to all. 255-3345.

MILLINOCKET — St. Mar-
tin’s Thrift Store open
house, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday, April 2, at the
store, 112 Maine Ave.
723-4513 or barbwa-
ters21@gail.com.

ORONO — Orono Land
Trust 30-year anniversary
celebration at annual
membership meeting
Friday, April 1, at Keith
Anderson Community
House, 19 Bennoch
Road. Social gathering
6:30 p.m.; short annual
membership meeting 7
p.m.; followed by guest
speaker professor David
B. Field on “The Appala-
chian Trail in Maine —
What Is It Supposed To
Be?” Explorations in
Maine from 1925 to
1933 focused on access
and scenery. Today’s
impact of greatly
increased numbers of
users threatens the
integrity of the physical
footpath and the social

environment of the trail.
Trail managers struggle
to balance user freedom
of choice and the
responsibility to protect
both natural resources
and the user experience.

ORONO -- Popovich Com-
edy Pet Theater, 3-5
p-m. Sunday, April 3,
Collins Center for the
Arts, University of Maine.
Blend of comedy and
juggling by Gregory
Popovich and his per-
forming 15 cats and 10
dogs that were rescued
from animal shelters. For
information, call (800)
622-8499; or visit collin-
scenterforthearts.com/
event/popovich-pet-the-
ater/ . Tickets are $20
adults; $12 ages 12 and
younger. Fees may

apply.

ORRINGTON — “Hee Haw
Hayride,” musical in two
acts staged by 96 mem-
bers of Center Drive
School drama club, 6-8
p-m. Friday and Satur-
day, April 1-2, school
gymnasium, 17 School
St. Includes 15-minute
intermission when con-
cessions stands will be
open. Pie auction held
after each show to raise
funds for next year’s per-
formance. $5, $3 stu-
dents and senior citi-
zens. Pauline Dickey,
drama club director,
825-3697.

PORTLAND — Maine
Acoustic Festival Show-
case Concert, 4-5:30
p-m. Sunday, April 3,
Hannaford Hall, Universi-
ty of Southern Maine, 88
Bedford St. 846-9559 or
maineacousticfestival.
org.

PORTLAND — “Evange-
line, or The Belle of
Acadia” by Edward E.
Rice, an American musi-
cal, performed by Long-
fellow Chorus and
Orchestra, Portland Bal-
let and Woodside One
Wheelers of Topsham,
7:30-10 p.m. Saturday,
April 2; and 3-5:30 p.m.
Sunday, April 3, John
Ford Theatre, Portland
High School, 284 Cum-
berland Ave. $20, $15
students and seniors.
longfellowchorus.com or
Charles Kaufmann, 232-
8920.

PORTLAND — Gleanings
from Ireland’s Giriffith’s
Valuation workshop, 1
p.m. Sunday, April 3. $5
members, $10 others.
232-2001, vinnyomal-
ley@gmail.com or main-
eirish.com.

PORTLAND — “400 Years
of New Mainers,”
through April 2, Maine
Historical Society, 489
Congress St. Free. Part
of the First Friday Art
Walk.

SHIRLEY — Maine Maple
Sunday open house, 10
a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday,
April 2, and Sunday,
April 3, Baker’s Maple

Syrup, 26 North Road.
Free tastings, sugar
house demonstrations,
sap woods tours. 695-
2460 or bakersmaple@
gmail.com.

THOMASTON — Friends
of the Weskeag hosting
Hammon Buck of Plants
Unlimited discussing
“Native Plants for Water-
shed Gardens,” 7 p.m.
Thursday, March 31,

South Thomaston Histori-
cal Society Building, cor-
ner of Route 73 and
Dublin Road. Free and
open to all. Vivian New-
man, 691-2120 or
newviv@roadrunner.com.

UNITY — “Barbara Pea-
body: On the Water and
in the Woods,” a show
of paintings, through
April 1, Leonard R. Craig
Gallery, Unity College

Center for the Perform-
ing Arts, 42 Depot St.
Refreshments provided.
Free and open to all.
Gallery hours, 9 a.m.-4
p.m. Monday through
Friday, and by appoint-

ment. 509-7239 or bpot-
ter@unity.edu.

For a complete listing of
calendar items or to submit
your event, visit www.ban-
gordailynews.com.
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