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‘Star Wars: Episode VIII’ to enter uncharted territory

BY JOSH ROTTENBERG
LOS ANGELES TIMES (TNS)

From the moment it was
announced that Rian John-
son would be directing “Star
Wars: Episode VIII,” fans
have been excitedly wonder-
ing what kind of special
sauce the director of genre-
bending films like “Looper”
and “Brick” (not to mention
a few of the best episodes of
“Breaking Bad”) will bring
to the wuniverse George
Lucas created.

Speaking with The Times
last year, Lawrence Kasdan
— the co-writer of “The Em-
pire Strikes Back,” “Return
of the Jedi,” “The Force
Awakens” and one of the
key Kkeepers of the “Star
Wars” flame — suggested
that Johnson would be tak-
ing the franchise into here-
tofore uncharted creative

territory.
“Rian Johnson is a friend
of mine — he’s going to

make some weird thing,”

Kasdan said. “If you've seen
Rian’s work, you know it’s
not going be like anything
that’s ever been in ‘Star
Wars.””

Now, in an interview with
The Times to promote the
upcoming superhero epic
“X-Men: Apocalyse,” open-
ing May 27, actor Oscar
Isaac — who played ace Re-
sistance starfighter pilot
Poe Dameron in “The Force
Awakens” and will reprise
the role in the series’ next
installment — is confirming
that Johnson will indeed
shake things up in “Episode
VIIL.”

“I would agree with [Kas-
dan],” said Isaac. “Rian is
definitely going to places
and investigating things
that haven’t really been
done in the ‘Star Wars’ uni-
verse. For me, it’s so fun
getting to explore different
things that I wouldn’t have
expected in this universe.

“In some ways it feels like
we’re making an indepen-

dent film,” added the actor,
who has starred in critically
acclaimed indies such as
“Ex Machina,” “A Most Vio-
lent Year” and “Inside
Llewyn Davis.” “Certain
things we get to play with
— this kind of intimacy that
we get to find — it’s special.
It’s been really fun.”

With production on “Epi-
sode VIII” currently under-
way in England, virtually
nothing — not even so much
as a title — has been re-
vealed at this point about
the film. About the only
thing Johnson himself has
said, in an answer to a fan
on Twitter, is that BB-8 will
be back in the film. (“Man,
you’d have to admire my co-
jones if he wasn’t,” he
joked.)

For now, if “Star Wars”
fans want a better idea of
what Kasdan and Isaac
mean by a weirder, more in-
timate and indie-flavored
“Star Wars,” patience they
must have.

ADRIAN DENNIS | REUTERS

Britain's Prince William speaks with British actor John Boyega (center) and Episode VIl
director Rian Johnson (second from left) during a visit to the “Star Wars" film set at
Pinewood Studios near Iver Heath, west of London, on Tuesday. Prince William and
Prince Harry toured Pinewood to visit the production workshops and meet the creative
teams working behind the scenes on the “Star Wars" films.

Things to Do

BANGOR — River City
Cinema in partnership
with NESCom at Husson
University presents
“They Will Have to Kill
Us First: Malian Music in
Exile,” documentary by
filmmaker Johanna
Schwartz, 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, April 21, The Gracie
Theatre. Q&A with film-
maker will follow screen-
ing. Admission $10, free
with Husson University
student ID.

BANGOR — Bangor Com-
munity Chorus’ 48th
annual spring concert
“And All That Jazz,” 7
p-m. Saturday, April 23,
First United Methodist
Church, 703 Essex St.
Donations appreciated.

BANGOR — Hands-on
History for children ages
5 through 13, 10 a.m.
Thursday, April 21, Ban-
gor Historical Society,
159 Union St. $5, free to
children with family
membership. 942-1900
or bangorhistoricalsoci-
ety.com.

BANGOR — Rotary Club
of Bangor’s 11th annual
Music Off Broadway on

Bangor Public Library;
plus Rotary charities
including Bangor East &
West Little League,
United Way of Eastern
Maine and Rotary
scholarships. General
admission $20 adults,
$15 youth, $35 for pre-
ferred seating, available
from Rotary members,
Rebecca’s Gift Shop
and BookMarc’s in
downtown Bangor, Pat-
rick’s Hallmark at
Broadway Shopping
Center, Huckleberries
Card & Gift and Machi-
as Savings Bank in
Brewer, all area branch-
es of Camden National
Bank and local branch-
es of The First Bank;
plus at the door.

BAR HARBOR — Talk
about women in science
by Dr. Pendred “Penny”
Noyce, author of “Mag-
nificent Minds and
Remarkable Minds,”
10:30-11:30 a.m. Thurs-
day, April 21, Jackson
Laboratory, 600 Main St.
288-6223 or develop@
jax.org.

BAR HARBOR — Shake-
speare open mic, 4-5
p-m. Saturday, April 23,
Jesup Memorial Library.
Tom Crikelair and

taught before dance
begins. Admission by
$6 donation at the door,
free to children and
College of the Atlantic
students. 288-4245 or
kchagnon@jesuplibrary.
org.

BELFAST — Movie “The
Lorax,” 6:30 p.m. Friday,
April 22, The First
Church in Belfast, UCC,
fellowship hall, 55 Spring
St. Bring cardboard cars
to sit in or a blanket for
the floor or sit in the
chairs. No fee, but dona-
tions will benefit the
Sunday school’s Grati-
tude Garden Project to
grow food for the food
cupboard, and food
items will be available for
purchase. 338-2282 or
www.firstchurchinbelfast.
org.

BREWER — Dance to big
band music with the
Skyliners, 7:30-9:30
p.m. Saturday, April 23,
Next Generation The-
atre, 39 Center St. $8.
989-7100.

MILBRIDGE — Milbridge
Public Library Children’s
Day (El Dia del Nino), 10
a.m.-noon Saturday,
April 23, Milbridge Ele-
mentary School, 39

11 a.m.-3 p.m. Satur-
day, April 23, Student
Recreation and Fitness
Center, 22 Hilltop Road,
University of Maine.
More than 50 tables
sponsored by progres-
sive groups in eastern
Maine, activities for
children and adults,
local food. Sponsored
by the Peace and Jus-
tice Center of Eastern
Maine and the Peace
and Reconciliation
Studies program at
UMaine.

PORTLAND — Fifth annual
Toast on the Coast, 6-9
p-m. Thursday, April 21,
Ocean Gateway Termi-
nal. Tickets $100 each,
discounts for tables of
eight. Proceeds will ben-
efit Easter Seals Maine.
Trip to California wine
country will be given
away. www.toastonthe-
coast.com.

PORTLAND — National
Poetry Month celebra-
tion with readings by
Linda Aldrich, Jim Don-
nelly and Ed Reilly, 6-8
p.m. Thursday, April 21,

Longfellow House Gar-

den, Maine

Historical

Society. Bring a poem
to share. Free and open

to all. John

Babin, 774-

1822, ext. 212, or
jbabin@mainehistory.

org.

SOUTHWEST

HARBOR

— Derek Volk, author of

“Chasing th

e Rabbit: A

Dad’s Life Raising a

Son on the

Spectrum,”

talking about his book,
6:30 p.m. Wednesday,

April 20, So

uthwest

Harbor Public Library.

244-7065.

TRESCOTT —

obstacles, running and

jogging, 9-11:30

a.m.

Saturday, April 23, Per-
sonalized Nutrition & Fit-

ness, 8 Crimson

Drive,

to benefit Amy St. Lau-

rent Foundation,

which

offers public and private
self-defense classes to

women. Cost $2

0 per

person if registered in
advance, $25 day of the
challenge. Register in

person at either

PNF

location in Windham or
Standish or by phone at

892-8333.

WINTER HARBOR —

Alewives:

Small Fish, Big Impact
series of community
events, April and May,
Cobscook Community
Learning Center, 10
Commissary Point Road.
Includes film screenings,
book discussions, story
hours, art projects, panel
discussion and more.
Free.islandreadersand-
writers.org/alewives or

244-5111.

WINDHAM —

Pipeline Challenge of

Wednesday prime time

Marine mammal

biolo-

gist Kaitlyn Mullen talks
North Atlantic humpback
whales, noon-1 p.m.
Thursday, April 21,
Schoodic Institute. Part
of Brown Bag Lunch

Series held third

Thurs-

day of each month.
Bring a lunch. Free and

open to all. 288-

1310 or

info@schoodicinstitute.

org.

For a complete listing of
calendar items or to submit

Three-mile

your event, visit www.ban-
gordailynews.com.
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In the late 1940s, someone
in Amsterdam bought a
beat-up 1925 copy of
Grimm’s Fairy Tales for
their children. Decades
later, those same children
were flipping through the
book and discovered two re-
markable names written in
cursive on the title page:
Anne Frank and Margot
Frank.

“It’s almost incredible
that a family would own
this for two, three, four de-
cades and not know about
the signature,” said Nicho-
las Lowry, president of
Swann Auction Galleries in
New York. “But think about
books you’ve picked up at a
flea market — how often do
you inspect the inside cover
page? It seems nuts, but
they must have just slapped
their heads and been
stunned at the revelation.”

“The Diary of a Young
Girl,” written while Frank
hid from the Nazis in an
Amsterdam attic (she was
discovered in August, 1944,
and died in Bergen Belsen
less than a year later), had
already become wildly fa-

late 1970s. The book’s own-
ers dutifully wrote to
Frank’s father, Otto Frank,
offering to send it back to
him.

His response, written on
June 10, 1977, concluded,
“Seeing that the book you
found is a beautifully illus-
trated version of Grimm’s
Fairy Tales, and under-
standing from your letter
your compassion for what’s
happened to us, it would
please me if you kept the
book for your daughter, in
memory of my children.”

Now, almost 40 years
later, the book is finally
leaving the family. On May
5, Swann will auction the
book along with Otto
Frank’s letter, for $20,000 to
$30,000.

“Anne Frank wanted to
write fairy tales, and it’s
possible that this book
could have led her on this
youthful desire,” Lowry
said. “That’s what could
make this more poignant
than anything else.”

In fact, there aren’t many
other sales to compare it to.
In 1988, only a decade after

— written to pen pals in
Towa in April 1940 — were
auctioned at Swann and
sold for $165,000 ($332,000,
adjusted for inflation),
above a high estimate of
$60,000. Maurice Sendak,
Whoopi Goldberg, and a
“consortium of Japanese
businessmen” were under-
bidders, Lowry said; the
buyer donated the letters to
the Simon Wiesenthal Cen-
ter in Los Angeles.

A year later, a stamp
book with an inscription by
Frank (“It is of little worth/
what I offer you/ pluck
roses on earth/ and forget
me not”) sold for $32,000 at
Christie’s above a high esti-
mate of $9,000. Since then,
no Anne Frank holograph
material has publicly come
onto the market.

Considering that it’s
been more than 20 years
since the last public sale
and the book’s resonance
with many of Frank’s ad-
mirers, Lowry acknowl-
edged that the estimate is
“conservative-ish.”

“It’s Anne Frank,” he
said. “All bets are off.”
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