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Ten-year-old finds long-lost ring buried at beach

BY TAMMY WELLS
JOURNAL TRIBUNE

BIDDEFORD — Ten-year-
old Erik Desrosiers likes
finding things. One of his
recent finds has led him to
another mystery.

He wants to know more
about a ring he found in
March with his metal detec-
tor at Biddeford’s Clifford
Park.

The ring is inscribed
“Port-Lyautey,” and is dated
1944. Tt likely belonged to a
service member attached to
the military base Port Ly-
autey in Morocco, which
was used both by the U.S.
Army Air Force and the U.S.
Navy during World War II.

Erik would like to know
who lost the ring, and, if
possible, meet that person
or his family members.

“When I find stuff, I get
really excited,” said Erik on
Friday.

It all started when he
began collecting coins a few
years ago. Then, said his
mother Paula, he mentioned

he’d like to have a metal de-
tector. His wish came true
last Christmas.

He immediately began
using it on Christmas Day
in the front yard, then the
family made a trip to Ocean
Park, and he used it there
too .

He takes his metal detec-
tor to places like the beach
or the park, passes it over
the ground, and waits for
the telltale sound that sig-
nals there’s something un-
derground. The detector
comes with adjustments to
eliminate metals such as
iron and steel.

In the woods, or in park-
like settings, he scouts out
rock formations a “ places
where someone might sit
and drop something.

He’s found coins to add to
his collection, which has fu-
eled his interest.

The coin collection has
grown to upward of 1,000
pieces — a few coming from
his metal detecting hobby,
others in pocket change or
from buys at pawn shops

and coin shows. Desrosiers
has found an 1812 one-cent
piece, a 1935 buffalo nickel,
an 1882 Indian head penny

and more.

He can tell you that U.S.
made
from 1964 to 1970 are 40 per-
cent silver, while those
made prior to 1964 are 90
percent silver. And he’s a
budding entrepreneur, rea-
soning that found coins and
other items can translate
into cash, like another ring
he found while on vacation

silver half-dollars

in Jamaica.

To that end, he’s using his
metal detector both as a
hobby and a way to satisfy
his curiosity. He found a
1940s dime with his metal
detector, an earring or two

— and now that 1944 ring.

Desrosiers and his dad,
Rick, were at Clifford Park
near a rock formation when

the metal detector sounded.

“We had to dig a good
eight inches” to get it, Erik

said.

Said the boy’s father: “He

was persistent.”

TAMMY WELLS | JOURNAL TRIBUNE

Erik Desrosiers, 10, used his new metal detecting hobby to find this ring at Clifford Park

in

Biddeford in March.

Things to Do

BANGOR — Penobscot The-
atre’s “Duck Hunter
Shoots Angel,” a comedy
by Mitch Albom, April
28-May 15, Bangor Opera
House, 131 Main St. Show
times vary. Contact the
box office at 942-3333.

BANGOR — Husson Univer-
sity Theatre group per-
forming “Mary’s Wedding,”
7 p.m. Friday, April 29; 2
and 7 p.m. Saturday, April
30; 2 p.m. Sunday, May 1,
Gracie Theatre’s Black
Box Theatre, second floor.
$3 students, $5 others.
Seating limited. Parental
discretion is advised due
to risque language. To
reserve tickets, 619-2488.

BELFAST — “The Evolution

Perrow and Lori Spruce,
6-8 p.m. Friday, April 29,
St. Patrick’s Episcopal
Church, 21 Holyoke St.
Free admittance but dona-
tions welcome.

BREWER — Bangor Singles
Club dances, 8
p.m.-midnight Fridays,
Brewer Eagles Club, 22
Atlantic Ave.: Country
Mist, April 29. Marilyn,
827-5751.

BROOKS — Auditions for
parts in “Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat,” 4-7 p.m.
Thursday, April 28, Marsh
River Theater. Be pre-
pared to sing 16 measures
of a song. Open to all
ages. marshriverthe-
aterme @gmail.com.

CAMDEN — “Ocean Surviv-

Theatre. Tickets available
by donation in advance at
Pine Tree Hospice office,
883 West Main St., or at
the door. Music, dance
and other acts performed
by local talent of all ages,
refreshments, quilt raffle
drawing. 564-4346, wec-
are @pinetreehospice.org
or pinetreehospice.org.

EDDINGTON — New Hope

Hospice to train volunteers

9 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturdays,

April 30, May 7 and 14, at
New Hope Hospice, 1344
Main Road. Those inter-

ested must call 843-7521

for application and be

interviewed before training

begins.

ELLSWORTH — Guitarist

Kevin Morse of Southwest

Harbor presenting a free
concert, noon Thursday,

of the Photographic Snap-
shot: 1888-2015,” on loan
from the Penobscot
Marine Library in Sears-
port, on display through
April, Kramer Gallery, Bel-
fast Free Library.

BELFAST — Maypole Dance
and National Cohousing

open house, noon-5 p.m.
Saturday, April 30, Belfast
Cohousing and Ecovillage,

al: From Fish Guts to Pi”
with Steve Callahan,
author of “Adrift,” 7-8:30
p.m. Thursday, April 28,
Camden Public Library.
236-3440.

DEXTER — Anni Clark and

Jim Gallant performing
Americana, blues, folk,
bluegrass, rockabilly and
original music, 7-9 p.m.
Saturday, April 30, Way-

April 28, General Bryant E.
Moore Community Center.
Music by classical com-
posers Gaspar Sanz, J.S.
Bach, Francisco Tarrega,
Enrique Granados and
Isaac Albeniz. 664-9258,
info @ ellsworthcommunity-
music.org or ellsworth-
communitymusic.org.

HAMPDEN — Art and Pie

Night, 5-7 p.m. Friday,

and delivery available by
calling 723-9718 before 5
p.m. and 723-6203 after 5
p.m. April 28.

PORTLAND — Wayfinder

Schools will host the pre-
miere reading of Richard
Russo’s “Everybody’s
Fool,” 6-9 p.m. Thursday,
April 28, Waynflete’s
Franklin Theater, Spring
Street. Author’s reception
with beer, wine and hors
d’oeuvres for ages 21, 6-7
p-m., $100, which includes
a signed first edition copy
of the new book. Reading
begins at 7 p.m. General
admission $35. Tickets,
wayfinderschools.org.

PORTLAND — A showing of

“First Light,” the trailer for
“Dawnland,” and an
opportunity to meet
“Dawnland” co-director
Ben Pender-Cudlip, 6-7:30
p.m. Saturday, April 30,
Shep Lee Auditorium,
Room 133, Wishcamper
Building, University of
Southern Maine. Filmmak-
ers Adam Mazo and Ben
Pender-Cudlip document-

ed Maine’s historic and
unprecedented truth com-
mission process in which
the commission members
looked at what happened
to Wabanaki children in
the state’s child welfare
system. For information,
email jacquio50@yahoo.
com or call 284-3358.

ROCKLAND — Teen and

Young Parent Program
silent auction, dessert and
dance fundraiser featuring
Mid Life Crisis, Friday,
April 29, Rockland Elks
Lodge, Limerock Street.
Auction with dessert,
7-8:15 p.m., bidders need
to be present to win items;
band, 8 p.m. Those who
want to be sponsors,
donate auction items or
offer a dessert may call
Adrienne Randall at 594-
1980 or email adrienne.
randall @maine.edu.

THOMASTON — Blind

Albert Band, 6-9 p.m. Sat-
urday, April 30, Highlands
Coffee House. $3 donation
at the door. Benefits Viet-
nam’s The Moving Wall at

Knox Museum over
Memorial Day weekend.
354-8062.

TRESCOTT — “Alewives:

Small Fish, Big Impact”
series of community
events, April and May,
Cobscook Community
Learning Center, 10 Com-
missary Point Road.
Includes film screenings,
book discussions, story
hours, art projects, panel
discussion and more.
Free.islandreadersandwrit-
ers.org/alewives or 244-
5111.

UNION — Ashwood Waldorf

School early childhood
teacher Beth Lunt leading
seasonal puppet play,
simple morning circle and-
or simple craft activity for
young children, 10:30-
11:30 a.m. Friday, April 29,
and May 6. Free and open
to all. 785-4733 or voseli-
brarian @voselibrary.org.

For a complete listing of
calendar items or to submit
your event, visit www.ban-
gordailynews.com.
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