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Things to Do

BANGOR — Leathers for
Literacy, 80-mile motor-
cycle ride to benefit Lit-
eracy Volunteers of
Bangor, Saturday, May
28, Bangor Waterfront.
Registration, 9 a.m.;
kickstands up, 10:30
a.m. Ride through Milo,
Dover-Foxcroft and end
in Hermon at Central
Maine Harley-Davidson
for dealer open house
with lunch, entertain-
ment by Bee Bop Bob
DJ Service, and ice
cream with Darling’s Ice
Cream Truck for a
Cause. Raffle. Pre-regis-
ter at www.lvbangor.org/
ride for $15 and collect
sponsors.

BANGOR — “Haroutunian:
Riffs of Maine,” paintings
by Joseph Haroutunian,
through May 31, Boyd
Place, 21 Boyd St. Open
daily 9 a.m.-7 p.m.
through May 31. 963-
6005, 941-2837 or info@
littlefieldgallery.com.

BAR HARBOR —“The
Penobscot: Ancestral
River, Contested Territo-
ry,’ 2-3 p.m. Sunday,
May 29, Reel Pizza Cin-

erama. Free. reelpizza.
net.

BELFAST — Belfast His-
torical Society meeting, 7
p-m. Monday, May 23,
Abbott Room, Belfast
Free Library. Guest
speaker Hank Lunn on
“Remarkable Mainers,
Now and Then!” Free
and open to all. 338-9229.

BELFAST — Conservation
biologist, artist and fiction
writer Alison Dibblepre-
sentation, “Road Trip to
Eastern Cub,’ 6:30-8
p.m. Tuesday, May 31,
Belfast Free Library.

Free. 338-3884, ext. 10.

BELFAST — Lives of 19th
century Maine lumber-
men re-created in docu-
mentary exhibit “In the
Blood,” 6:30 p.m. Mon-
day, May 23, Colonial
Theatre. $12 per person
at the door. Benefits Our
Town Belfast. Mini-
chance auction and raffle
for Waldo County Wood-
shed. Maine baked bean
tasting before the film.

BOOTHBAY HARBOR —
Dean Stein and Ronald
Lantz, violins; Julia
Adams, viola; and Pat-
rick Owen, cello; com-

prising Portland String
Quartet and performing
music by Haydn, Jancek,
and Mendelssohn, 7:30
p.m. Tuesday, May 24,
The Opera House at
Boothbay Harbor, 86
Townsend St. Doors
open at 7 p.m. Advance
tickets until Friday, May
20, $20; May 21 until day
of concert, $25. Booth-
bay Opera House box
office, 633-5159, booth-
bayoperahouse.com,
portlandstringquartet.net.

BOWDOINHAM — Organic
Livestock Management,
5 p.m. Wednesday, June
8, Apple Creek Farm.

BREWER — Next Genera-
tion Dance Studio Circus
and Carousel 2016
dance recital, 11 a.m.
and 2 p.m. Saturday,
May 28, Next Generation
Theatre, 39 Center St.
989-7100.

DOVER-FOXCROFT —
The Center Theatre and
the Slightly Off-Center
Players auditions for 10th
Anniversary Encore, 9
a.m.-noon Saturday, May
28; 6-8 p.m. Tuesday,
May 31. Singing and
nonsinging roles for
adults and children avail-

able. No experience nec-
essary. SOCP@center-
theatre.org, 564-8943, or
at the theater 10 a.m.-3
p-m. Monday through
Friday, 20 East Main St.

FRANKFORT — All-you-
can-eat family-style tur-
key supper, 4:30-6:30
p.m. Saturday, May 28,
Frankfort Congregational
Church, UCC, Route 1
A. 323-8666.

LITCHFIELD — Farm
Training Project Work-
shop: Organic Goat
Dairy, 5 p.m. Wednes-
day, June 1, Cosmic
Goat Dairy Farm. Potluck
supper.

MONSON — Traditional
Finn dance, 7:30-10 p.m.
Saturday, May 28, Finn
Hall, Route 15. Schot-
tisches, polkas, waltzes
and fox trots. Music led
by Alexandra Conover
Bennett on accordion.
$8, free to children under
12.997-3639.

PORTLAND — “Commis-
sioned by God” (the
Bible collaged and
deconstructed) by artist
G. Bud Swenson,
through May 26, Union of
Maine Visual Artists Gal-

lery, 516 Congress St.

PORTLAND — Free read-

ing and discussion
group led by Dr. Jean-
nine Uzzi, University of
Southern Maine; and
Kyle Elsea, U.S. Army,
6:30-8 p.m. Wednesday,
May 25, Woodfords
Church, 202 Woodford
St. Combat veterans of
all eras invited. Space
limited and registration
required. Rita Siavelis,
780-3584. Offered in
partnership with Port-
land Vet Center.

PORTLAND — Jazz, 7

p-m. Monday, May 23,
St. Lawrence Arts, 76
Congress St. Student
admission, $7 stlaw-
rencearts.org.

PORTLAND — Journalist

and sports historian
Rob Sneddon discuss-
ing his book, “The
Phantom Punch,” noon-
1 p.m. Wednesday, May
25, Maine Historical
Society, 489 Congress
St. $5, free to historical
society members. 774-
1822 or ddippolito@
mainehistory.org.

ROCKPORT — Down East

Singers rehearsals,

7-9:15 p.m. Tuesdays,
from the midcoast area,
from Newcastle to Bel-
fast. Car-pooling avail-
able. Memorial Day con-
cert, 5 p.m. Monday,
May 30, Camden Opera
House. Membership fee
$60; high school students
free. downeastsingers.
org or 619-0413.

SEARSMONT — Presen-
tation on Cuba by Jim
Robbins of Searsmont, 7
p-m. Wednesday, May
25, Searsmont United
Methodist Church. Illus-
trated with slides and
video. Reservations not
required; Free admis-
sion. Light refreshments
served. 763-2778.

ST. GEORGE — Death
Cafe, 5-7 p.m. Thursday,
May 26, Soulmilk Heal-
ing Arts Studio, 1012
River Road. Free and
open to all. RSVP to
Sylvia Sienikeha Pearl-
man at sienikeha@
gmail.com. deathcafe.
com/deathcafe/3345 or
soulmilkhealingarts.com/
death-cafe.

For a complete listing of
calendar items or to submit
your event, visit www.ban-
gordailynews.com.

Can Maine grow more
fruit with smaller trees?

National project studies cold hardiness of dwarf varieties

BY ANTHONY BRINO
BDN STAFF

CARIBOU — After a mild
winter, it should be a good
year for apple trees in north-
ern Maine, according to
Renae Moran, a pomologist
with the University of Maine
Cooperative Extension.

That’s not the case in
southern Maine and other
parts of the Northeast,
though, due in part to the
funky winter, said Moran,
who works at the exten-
sion’s Highmoor Farm in
Monmouth.

“Budding started early
and reached a stage where
they did not have the hardi-
ness to survive. We had a
deep freeze in early April
that killed flower buds [in
southern Maine]. It hasn’t
devastated the crop, but
parts farther south have
been devastated.”

Moran was in Caribou on
May 7, visiting Circle B
Farm’s 650-tree orchard for
an open house and apple
growing class with owner
Sam Blackstone and to
check up on some trees she’s
researching.

“This is a good site,”
Moran said of the farm’s or-
chard, located on a hill ris-
ing from the Aroostook
River. “Fruit trees actually
do better in windy sites, be-
cause they don’t get as cold
on those cold, clear nights
where the warm air rises
and the cold air settles. At a
higher elevation, the cold
air drains away.”

Moran has been running
an experiment at Circle B as
part of a national project
studying cold hardiness in
dwarf trees, which are
small, bear fruit early and
live relatively short lives.

Dwarf trees work well for
home gardeners and farms
that want small trees that
fruit soon, but they struggle
with the cold. Traditional,
full-sized trees take up to a
decade to fruit, but offer cold
hardiness and last for de-
cades.

“People tell me, ‘You can’t
plant dwarf trees in The
County, they’ll die,”” Moran
said. “We’re going to find
out.”

Seven years ago at Circle
B, Moran planted 40 honey-
crisp trees with four differ-
ent dwarf rootstocks from
Canada and New York. Root-
stocks are the rooting sys-
tem a variety of fruit is
grafted onto to form a tree.

“How they look?” Moran
asked Blackstone as she
joined a walking tour of the
farm.

“People tell me,
‘You can’t plant dwarf
trees in The County,
they’ll die’” We're
going to find out.”

RENAE MORAN, POMOLOGIST,
UNIVERSITY OF MAINE

“Not good,” he said.

About half of the project’s
dwarf trees have died, but
others may yet survive,
Moran said.

“There are different
schools of thought on what
an apple tree is,” Moran
said. “Some people think
it’s the large, old-fashioned
big trees. I'm of the other
school of thought. A little
tree with some deer protec-
tion will start to bear fruit
quickly.”

For dwarf trees, at least,
Moran thinks that Caribou
may represent the coldest
limit of their range. To the
south in Presque Isle, where
it’s a tad warmer on aver-
age, dwarf trees seem to fare
better, Moran said. “And
just 20 miles north of here,
it’s almost too cold.”

But with hardy varieties
and good site selection,
Blackstone and other or-
chardists in cold climates
have had success growing
semi-dwarf apple trees, as a
kind of hybrid option. Semi-
dwarf apple trees can grow
as tall as 15 feet and retain
cold adaptability, while
yielding fruit after a few
years.

About 400 of Circle B’s
apple trees are Honeycrisps,
a sweet cold-hardy variety,
that are mostly semi-dwarfs.
Six of the Honeycrisps are
full-size trees. At the time he
was planting apple trees, in
the early 2000s, Blackstone
said his 90-year-old grandfa-

ther urged him to have at
least a few full-size Honey-
crisp, which are now quite
big and overall good fruit
providers, Blackstone said.

The MSAD 1 School Farm
in Presque Isle’s 2,500-plus
tree orchard has trees from
three different rootstocks,
two of them being semi-
dwarfs and one a cold-hardy
dwarf. At the Presque Isle
Community Garden, both
semi-dwarfs and full-size
trees are being planted this
year, including full-size
trees with Malus Antonovka
rootstock, a rootstock origi-
nally from Russia that is the
hardiest offered by Fedco
Trees.

Blackstone said trees can
be grown differently for dif-
ferent uses. In the U-Pick
sections of his orchard, the
trees are pruned to keep low
branches, while other trees
are allowed to grow tall and
are picked with a ladder.

“I want to keep the
branches low for the general
public,” he said while stand-
ing beside a large 14-year-
old Honeycrisp tree that has
both low and high branches.
“Ilike the 4-year-old kid that
can pull the apple right off
the tree and take a fresh
bite. I've got a customer the
rest of my life.”

Old apple trees are found
across Maine near homes
and roadsides as the rem-
nants of former personal
orchards and new trees
that have grown from
seeds. Among some com-
mon heritage varieties
planted in Aroostook Coun-
ty were Duchess, Alexan-
der and Yellow Transpar-
ent, the latter an early rip-
ening apple originally from
Russia that Blackstone also
grows a few of.

“0Old trees can be reno-
vated. They are worth grow-
ing and will produce fruit
again,” said John Bunker, a
pomologist based in Paler-
mo and the founder of Fedco
Trees.

“Even if they look de-
crepit, they respond to
pruning and some fertilizer
or compost,” said Bunker.
“These varieties were
grown because they are
very good varieties.”

Hampden Farmers
Market open

HAMPDEN — The Hamp-
den Farmers Market will
be held 2-5:30 p.m. Mon-
days, May 20-Oct. 28, in
the Hampden town office
parking lot, 106 Western
Ave.

The market will feature
locally produced vegeta-
bles, fruits, meats, dairy,
baked goods, coffee, art,
crafts and more.

Market vendors accept
SNAP and EBT. Find out
more at www.hampden-
farmersmarket.com and
Hampden Farmers’ Mar-
ket on Facebook.

Solon woman earns
lifetime 4-H award

ORONO — Eleanor Pooler
of Solon was honored with a
4-H Volunteer Outstanding
Lifetime Award at a lun-
cheon in Orono on May 11.

The University of Maine
Cooperative Extension 4-H
Youth Development Program
presented the award to Pool-
er, who has led the Solon Pine
Tree 4-H Club for 51 years.
Pooler joined Franklin Coun-
ty’s Tough Nuts 4-H Club at
age 10 and the Franklin Coun-
ty Dairy 4-H Club three years
later. She won many awards,
which included trips to the
University of Maine, Wash-

ington, D.C. and Chicago.

At 19, Pooler became a 4-H
volunteer leader.

Pooler represents 4-H on
the Somerset County Execu-
tive Committee and is active
on the Skowhegan State Fair
board. She has raised funds
for the Somerset County 4-H
Leaders Association, chaired
the 4-H Day Parade at the
Skowhegan State Fair and or-
ganizes the 4-H livestock dem-
onstrations at the nation’s
oldest consecutively running
agricultural fair.

Her club’s community ser-
vice projects include family
suppers at the Masonic Hall,
fundraisers for the local food
pantry and preparation of food
trays for elderly residents.

Coops
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him when he was a child.
“When I wanted my own
flock of chickens as a boy,
my father said to me,
‘That’s fine. You can have
them. But you’re the one
that’s going to lug their
water in the mornings, and
when it’s snowing out and
when you want to play
baseball instead,”” DeMor-
anville recalled. “What I
took from that was the

value of life, and the re-
sponsibility of taking care

of something.”

The deadline for the Maine
Poultry Connection’'s chick-
en coop giveaway is 7 p.m.
Tuesday, May 31.
Applications can be found
online and at the Maine
Poultry Connection's
Facebook page, but they
should be mailed to Scott
DeMoranville, P.O. Box 122,
Bradford, ME 04410.

NICKIE DEMORANVILLE

Maddie DeMoranville, 13, checks a bird Thursday morning
at 4D's Farm in Bradford, where her family raises many
chickens and other birds.
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