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‘Vinegar Girl’ a clever riff on Shakespeare’s ‘Shrew’

“Vinegar Girl” by Anne
Tyler; Hogarth (240 pages, $25)

BY MIKE FISCHER
MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL

Is there any living American
writer who has written as well
about marriage as Anne Tyler? Or
who has consistently been as hon-
est about the disconnect between
fantasies of lovebirds living hap-
pily ever after and the often sad
but also funny miracle of two sepa-
rate people actually staying to-
gether?

In “Vinegar Girl,” Tyler brings
these talents to the altar of the
Hogarth Shakespeare series, in
which eight writers are creating
novelistic adaptations of various
Bard plays. Tyler’s novel weds her
career-long focus on the quirks of
marriage to one of Shakespeare’s
strangest unions: Petruchio and
Katherina in “The Taming of the
Shrew.” It’s a heavenly match.

Shakespeare’s ostensibly shrew-
ish Katherina is now Kate, a
29-year-old preschool teaching as-
sistant in Baltimore. She lives at
home with Bunny and Louis: her
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spoiled and ditsy teenage sister
and her widowed father, a medical
researcher convinced he’s on the
verge of a major breakthrough.
Tyler’s Petruchio is Pyotr,
Louis’ lab assistant. Like Petru-
chio in Shakespeare’s play, he’s a
foreigner. That’s where the plot

thickens in “Vinegar Girl”: Pyotr’s
visa is about to expire, and Louis
can’t afford to lose him. Louis’ so-
lution: A contrived marriage be-
tween Pyotr and his oldest daugh-
ter. She doesn’t otherwise look to
be getting married anytime soon.

And why not?

Because Kate speaks her own
mind and then some, in a world
where outspoken women are still
liable to be disparaged for the
same behavior that prompts praise
of male peers as confident and ag-
gressive.

Kate has no compunction tell-
ing parents of her preschoolers
that their darlings aren’t neces-
sarily exceptional. She was asked
to leave the college she’d been
attending for describing her pro-
fessor’s explanation of photosyn-
thesis as “half-assed” — this
strains credulity as a plot point,
but plot also wasn’t Shake-
speare’s strong suit.

Kate can be judgmental regard-
ing others’ foibles; as with Kather-
ina, it’s a convenient way of pre-
empting how often others judge
her, “dark-skinned and big-boned
and gawky.” “Nobody,” we’re told,

“had ever called her sweet.” Pyotr
calls her “vinegar girl.”

And he means it as a compli-
ment. “In my country they have
proverb,” he tells her at one point,
in his awkward English. “Beware
against the sweet person, for sugar
has no nutrition.”

Much as Petruchio initially
woos Katherina for her fortune, all
Pyotr initially wants from Kate is
a green card. But as with the pair
in “Shrew,” what these two lost
and lonely souls discover is how
much they have in common, as
smart and strong-minded people
leagued against a world of con-
formists, none of whom can truly
see what makes Kate special.

Truth be told, Kate can hardly
see it herself; having been viewed
by others as a modern-day shrew
for most of her life, she’s gradually
come to see herself as one, which
is among the reasons she has no
friends and isn’t sure she wants to
marry anyone, let alone a man like
Pyotr whom she neither knows
nor loves.

And yet it’'s Pyotr — a milder
version of Petruchio, just as Kate
isn’t nearly as rough around the

edges as Katherina — who helps
Kate see her supposed deficiencies
as strengths, while also giving her
permission to fully embrace her-
self and thereby appreciate him.

As with the best stage produc-
tions of “Shrew,” love creates a
fundamental equality between the
pair at the center of Tyler’s novel;
critics apt to castigate Shake-
speare’s play for its supposed sex-
ism repeatedly miss this underly-
ing truth.

Tyler misses nothing. Yes, in
her best novels about marriage,
from “Breathing Lessons” (1988)
through “A Spool of Blue Thread”
(2015), the canvas on which such
truths appear is bigger and more
textured; in comparison, “Vinegar
Girl” is a bit of a lark. So was
“Shrew.”

But this jeu d’esprit embodies
all the reasons readers love Anne
Tyler: It’s fun, lighthearted, clev-
er, compassionate and filled with
Tyler’s always extraordinary love
for her characters, liberating them
here to love each other.

Visit the Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel at www.jsonline.com

Things to Do

BANGOR — Peter Neill,
author of “The Once and
Future Ocean,” discuss-
ing why the ocean mat-
ters, 6 p.m. Thursday,
June 23, Bangor Public
Library. bangorpublicli-
brary.org.

BANGOR — River City
Cinema presents “Sum-
mer of Love” in its out-
door summer movie
series, sundown, Picker-
ing Square: “Pillow Talk,”
June 24; “Breakfast at
Tiffany’s,” July 1; “Harold
and Maude,” July 8; “The
Princess Bride,” July 15;
“Say Anything,” July 22;
“You've Got Mail,” July
29. Rain date, Aug. 5.
Free.

BAR HARBOR — Abbe
Museum educator and
Passamaquoddy George
Neptune walking tour to
visit places significant to
Wabanaki history and
culture, including infor-
mation on local Wabana-
ki place names, tradition-
al songs and creation
stories, 10-11:30 a.m. Fri-
day, June 24, meeting at
the museum, 26 Mount
Desert St. $10 for mem-
bers; $20 for nonmem-
bers; free for under age
10. To buy tickets, 288-
3519.

BLUE HILL — Herbalist
Stephanie Tourles of
Orland, author of “Natu-
rally Bug-Free: Learn
How to Protect Your
Family and Pets,” talking
about creating chemical-
free bug repellents for
people, flea and tick
repellents for dogs and
cats and chemical-free
insecticides for the
home, 7-8:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, June 23, Blue Hill
Public Library. Free and
open to all. 374-5515.

BREWER — Bangor Sin-
gles Club dances, 8
p.m.-midnight Fridays,
Brewer Eagles Club, 22
Atlantic Ave.: Steve and
the Good Old Boys, June
24. Marilyn, 827-5751.

CAMDEN — lllustrated talk
with Anne O’Regan, who
traveled through Califor-
nia, Oregon and Wash-
ington, completing a
thru-hike five months
later in Manning Park,
Canada, 7-8 p.m. Thurs-
day, June 23, Camden
Public Library, 55 Main
St. 236-3440.

CARMEL — Adult coloring

event with tips on materi-
als to use, 6 p.m. Thurs-
day, June 23, Simpson
Memorial Library, 8
Plymouth Road. Partici-
pants may bring their
own color pages and
materials, or use the
library’s color pages and
color pencils. 848-7145.

DEER ISLE — “Imaging

the Sea” exhibit featuring
photographs taken by
members of Deer Isle’s
fishing community,
through July 17, King-
man Gallery, 117 Center
District Crossroad. Bene-
fits Island Fishermen’s
Wives Association. Gal-
lery hours, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Tuesday through Satur-

schuth.com. Eastpor-

tartscenter.org.

EDDINGTON — Pie sale,

4-6 p.m. Friday, June 24,
Comins Hall, 1387 Main

Road. Proceeds benefit

preservation of Comins

Hall.CominsHall.org.

ELLSWORTH — Six-wick-

et golf croquet, 2-4 p.m.
Tuesdays, June-October,
Woodlawn Museum,
Gardens and Park, 19
Black House Drive,
Route 172. $10 per week
for noncroquet members.
Equipment provided if
needed. No experience
necessary. 667-8671 or
woodlawnmuseum.com.

NORTHPORT — Belfast

Garden Club Open Gar-
den Days, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Friday, June 24, Block
residence, 1485 Atlantic
Highway. Bring picnic
lunch to enjoy at outdoor
tables with water views.
$5 at the residence. Ben-
efits the garden club.
BelfastGardenClub.org
or Martha Laitin, 323-
2368.

day; 1-5 p.m. Sunday.
348-9333.

EASTPORT — The East-
port Moonlight Movies, 8

ORONO — University of
Maine School of Per-
forming Arts selections
from an opera in one act,

CHERRYFIELD — The
town of Cherryfield will cel-
ebrate its 200th anniversary
Thursday through Satur-
day, June 23-25. The sched-
ule of events is:

Thursday, June 23

Dog show, 4 p.m. Cherry-
field Academy. Call 546-3874
to register. Bring rabies vac-
cination certificate. Regis-
tration fee, $3.

Follies, 7 p.m. Cherryfield
Academy.

Friday, June 24

Children’s parade, 4 p.m.
Starts at the Legion hall.
Strawberry shortcake avail-
able for purchase at the hall.

Follies, 7 p.m. Cherryfield
Academy.

Saturday, June 25

Rain date for these events
is Sunday June 26.

Breakfast, 7-8 p.m. Con-

lin St., Wisconsin Rapids
WI 54494-2807, mosby-
usn@wctc.net or 715-
423-8905.

PORTLAND — Maine Col-
lege of Art’'s second
annual Art in Exodus
exhibition, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
weekdays through June
24, Porteous Building,
522 Congress St. In rec-
ognition of World Refu-
gee Day on June 20.

PORTLAND — “TITANIC:
The Artifact Exhibition,”
through Oct. 14, Portland
Science Center, 68 Com-
mercial St. Prices $17-
$19.50. 888-718-4253,
Info@ PortlandScience-
Center.com or www.port-
landsciencecenter.com.

PRESQUE ISLE — Central
Aroostook Chamber of
Commerce’s annual
strawberry shortcake
sale, 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Thursday, June 23, park-
ing lot of The Aroostook
Medical Center’s North
Street Health Center.
Pre-orders at 764-6561 or
by email at Ifrederick @

centralaroostookcham-

signing their book,

ber.com. Shortcakes are
$3.50 each. Orders of 10
or more qualify for free
delivery.

ROCKLAND — Two solo

shows, through June 26,
Landing Gallery, 409
Main St. “Postcards from
Home,” oil paintings by
Sarah Faragher; “Pas-
sages: Time and the
Sea,” 27 new ceramic
boats by David Riley
Peterson. 239-1223 or
LandingArt.com.

ROCKPORT — Trivia

Night hosted by DJ Jam-
min’ Jeff, 6-8 p.m. Friday,
June 24, Penobscot Bay
YMCA, 116 Union St.
Light snacks will be pro-
vided. $25 per team of
three to five participants.
Benefits YMCA aquatics
department Learn to
Swim Program. To regis-
ter, 236-3375 or stop by.

SEARSPORT — Historians

and authors Libby
Bischof, Susan Danly
and Earle G. Shettle-
worth Jr. discussing and

Thursday prime time

“Maine Photography: A
History, 1840-2015,” 5:30
p.m. Thursday, June 23,
Penobscot Marine Muse-
um’s Carver Memorial
Gallery, 11 Church St.
penobscotmarinemuse-
um.org; visitors center,
548-0334; administrative
offices, 548-2529.

WISCASSET — lan Fowl-
er, director of the Osher
Map Library and Smith
Center for Cartographic
Education, University of
Southern Maine, “Map-
ping Revolutionary
Maine: George Sproule’s
1772 Map of the Mid-
coast,” 7-8:30 p.m.
Thursday, June 23, His-
toric New England, Nick-
els-Sortwell House barn,
Federal Street. $5 Histor-
ic New England mem-
bers; $10 others. 882-
7169 or historicneweng-
land.org/events-pro-
grams.

For a complete listing of
calendar items or to submit
your event, visit www.ban-
gordailynews.com.

MOVIES

gregational church.
Registration for the
Donna and David Memorial
Race, 7:30 a.m. Race begins 8
a.m. Meet near the sidewalk
in front of the bandstand.
Children’s game 8:30-10:30
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