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How Netflix brought new life to ’80s cartoon ‘Voltron’

BY DAVID BETANCOURT
THE WASHINGTON POST

When producers Joaquim
Dos Santos and Lauren
Montgomery found out that
Dreamworks had acquired
the media rights to “Vol-
tron” and were planning to
release a new version on
Netflix, the two frequent col-
laborators instantly began
contemplating how they
would revamp the classic
1980s cartoon if they were
ever to get their hands on it.

Having previously had
success on animated shows
such as “Justice League Un-
limited” and “Avatar: The
Last Airbender” with Dos
Santos as director and Mont-
gomery as his storyboard art-
ist, both remember frequent
lunches where a reimagined
Voltron universe was the
main topic of conversation.

The only problem was
they’d yet to be handed the
keys to the “defender of the
universe.”

Eventually, Dos Santos
found himself in a meeting
with Dreamworks’ Mark Tay-
lor. They mostly talked about
the future of animation at the
company, but the moment
Dos Santos saw Taylor pre-
paring to say the V-word, he
was ready to react.

“Let me do it!” Dos Santos
excitedly told Taylor. “We’ll
make it cool!”

Dos Santos shared his and
Montgomery’s vision for a
new “Voltron,” and a desire
to bring in the crew they’d
used on previous animated
success stories.

The five robotic lions that
merge to build the uni-
verse’s ultimate defense
were about to be reborn.

One of the first major de-
cisions the duo made after
getting the gig was sticking
to “Voltron’s” ’80s Japanese-
anime animation style.
While re-watching the old
episodes in preparation for
their new project, Dos San-
tos and Montgomery agreed
that while they didn’t want
to move away from the clas-
sic look, there was room for
improvement when it came
to story lines. They reached
out to the current “Voltron”
fandom and found that peo-
ple could instantly remem-
ber the robot lions, the Pala-
dins (otherwise known as
the pilots of the lions) and
the formation of Voltron,
but when asked about spe-
cific plot points, most drew a
blank. The shows brought
about nostalgia, but the ad-
ventures the robot defender
starred in didn’t — with the

exception of Voltron always
saving the day from a giant
robotic beast with his blaz-
ing sword.

“It was kind of the best of
both worlds. The series was
edited from two different
Japanese anime, so as a re-
sult, it felt disjointed when
you go back and watch the
show with adult eyes,” Dos
Santos told The Washington
Post. “Having spoken to fans
and people in the industry
who grew up with [Voltron]
as well, we felt more and
more confident that we
could be given a little more
leniency with some of the
[stories] because we all had
this weird gray area where
we remembered very specif-
ic things and not others.”

Montgomery says trust-
ing their guts as fans of the
original cartoon was the
best thing she and Dos San-
tos could do. It allowed them
to try and bring the series
back to life while not divert-
ing from the source material
so much that it was unrecog-
nizable to old fans.

“Just looking at it not
only as fans, but as storytell-
ers ... we had to follow our
hearts,” Montgomery said.

Many things remain the
same in Netflix’s iteration of
the show, with slight mod-

ernized tweaks. The aesthet-
ic basics — the color scheme
of the lions (black, red,
green, blue and yellow) and
the Paladins’ suits — will
bring back memories of the
original show. But hardcore
“Voltron” fans will notice
the differences.

Sure, everyone on Team
Voltron looks the same: Keith
with his long, dark hair;
Lance and his comedic arro-
gance; Hunk and his girth;
Pidge, the youngest and tini-
est of the bunch. But in this
version, Keith is not the lead-
er of the team and does not
pilot the black lion. That des-
ignation goes to Shiro. (Many
fans will see Shiro and think
of Sven from the original se-
ries). Dos Santos and Mont-
gomery suspect many fans
probably assumed Shiro
would die as Sven did in the
original series, and Keith
would leave the red lion, take
over the black one and be-
come Team Voltron’s leader.
That didn’t happen in Season
1, a sign that Dos Santos and
Montgomery are telling the
best Voltron story they can
without being handcuffed to
what happened in the origi-
nal iteration.

“Ultimately, we just kind
of want the fans to know
that we’re trying to do

what’s the best for our
story,” Montgomery said.
“We’re not trying to upset
anyone, we just need to
make sure that our story
works for itself. We're tak-
ing our time with it.”

“We all come to ‘Voltron’
from very similar places,”
Dos Santos added. “We're
not doing it out of disre-
spect. I think we're just gen-
erally trying to service the
story as best we can.”

One of the major plot
changes Montgomery asked
for in initial production
meetings was to make Pidge,
the young, tech-savvy pilot
of the green lion, a girl. The
gender reveal doesn’t hap-
pen until midway through
the first season, as the first
few episodes see Pidge —
having cut her hair — suc-
ceed in passing off as a boy.

“Pidge was literally the
very first thing that I asked
for,” Montgomery recalled.
“As far as her being disguised
as a boy upfront, it was my
need to show those [passion-
ate] fans that this character
can occupy that space regard-
less of whether it’s a girl or a
boy. When she reveals that
she is a girl to the team it
changes practically nothing.
And it’s kind of a statement
on action-adventure anima-

tion in general. It’s not that
difficult to have more female
characters in it. You don’t
have to change anything. You
don’t have to treat them dif-
ferently because they’re fe-
male. They can occupy that
same space.”

Since “Voltron’s” 10-epi-
sode debut on Netflix on
June 10, Dos Santos and
Montgomery have enjoyed
the reactions from both
longtime and new fans
alike.

“It makes us emotional at
times to see people talking
so positively about it and,
then coming up with their
own theories and doing cool
art on their own,” Dos San-
tos said.

As to whether or not fans
can expect a second season
of “Voltron,” both producers
hope to be back for more
robot action.

“There’s nothing official
on the books but I can say
that we are actively pursu-
ing continuing the story and
we’re so excited by the re-
ception that the first season
has gotten that we’re literal-
ly firing on all cylinders,”
Dos Santos said. “The crew
is fired up. The studios are
excited by the reception Sea-
son 1 has gotten. That’s as
far as we can tell you.”

Things to Do

BANGOR — Peony Society
of Maine Garden Tours, 9
a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday,
June 25, 1348 Ohio St.

BANGOR — Kitten Shower,
10 a.m. Saturday, June
25, at Bangor Humane
Society, 693 Mount Hope
Ave. Information on kitten
adoption, spay/neuter and
foster homes. Drop box in
front entryway for those
who want to donate items
but cannot attend the
shower. The wish list
includes: kitten milk
replacement, scoopable
kitty litter, baby wipes,
toys such as plastic balls,
furry mice, feather teas-
ers and catnip, small
rounded cat beds for
nursing cats, canned kit-
ten food and bath and
paper towels.

BANGOR — River City Cin-
ema presents “Summer of
Love” in its outdoor sum-
mer movie series at sun-
down in Pickering
Square: “Pillow Talk”
June 24; “Breakfast at Tif-
fany’s” July 1; “Harold
and Maude” July 8; “The
Princess Bride” July 15;
“Say Anything” July 22;
“You've Got Mail” July 29;
rain date Aug. 5. Free.

BANGOR — Statewide
band festival, R.B. Hall
Day, 8:45 a.m. to dusk
Saturday, June 25,
Peakes Auditorium, Ban-
gor High School. Band
festival scheduling that
day, bangorband.org.

BANGOR — A yard sale will
be held 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Sat-
urday, June 25, 20 Cherry
Lane. Children’s books
and teaching supplies,
puzzles, games, decora-
tions, household items,
DVDs, CDs and more.
Benefits Camp Invention
Scholarship Fund. 385-
7478 or mgladstone @
bangorschools.net.

BAR HARBOR — Abbe
Museum educator and
Passamaquoddy George
Neptune walking tour to
visit places significant to
Wabanaki history and cul-
ture, including information
on local Wabanaki place
names, traditional songs,
and creation stories,
10-11:30 a.m. Saturday,
June 24, meeting at the
museum, 26 Mount Des-
ert St. Cost $10 for mem-
bers; $20 for non-mem-
bers; free for children
under age 10. Call Abbe
Museum to buy tickets:
288-3519.

BAR HARBOR — “The
Green Lady Laughs,” a
concert of music and
poetry for solstice with
Timbered Lake and Paul
Weiss, 3 p.m. Sunday,
June 26, Whole Health
Center, 162 Gilbert Farm
Road, Town Hill, Bar Har-
bor. For information, call
288-4128.

BREWER — Bangor Sin-
gles Club dances, 8 p.m.-

midnight Fridays, Brewer
Eagles Club, 22 Atlantic
Ave.: Steve and the Good
Old Boys, June 24. Mari-
lyn, 827-5751.

CANAAN — Grand opening
new gallery space, 10
a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday,
June 25, Pinnacle Studio,
242 Pinnacle Road. 474-
6168, kperelka @ myfair-
point.net or kathleen-
perelkaartist.com.

DOVER-FOXCROFT —
10-cent used book sale, 9
a.m.-5 p.m. Friday, June
24; and 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Sat-
urday, June 25, Thomp-
son Free Library, 186
East Main St. Includes
hardcovers and paper-
backs, children’s and
young adult books, audio
books, videos and DVDs
and jigsaw puzzles.
Cookbooks available at
$1 each. 564-3350.

DOVER-FOXCROFT —
Maine Mathematics and
Science Alliance STEM
Guide Alicia Millete
teaching children how to
use different types of
microscopes, including a
digital one, 10 a.m. Satur-
day, June 25, Thompson
Free Library. 564-3350 or
email df @thompson.lib.
me.us.

EASTPORT — The Eastport
Moonlight Movies, 8 p.m.
Fridays, Sutherland Amphi-
theater, 80 Water St.: June
24, “Penguins of Madagas-
car.” 214-0040 or lolly @
sweetiesdowneast.com.

EDDINGTON — Pie sale,
4-6 p.m. Friday, June 24,
Comins Hall, 1387 Main
Road. Proceeds benefit
preservation of Comins
Hall.CominsHall.org.

FREEDOM — Strawberry
festival, 4-6:30 p.m. Satur-
day, June 25, Dirigo
Grange Hall, Route 137,
to benefit Dirigo Grange.

MONSON — Rogan Taylor,
watercolor artist born in
Zimbabwe, autographing
prints and sharing his art,
Saturday, June 25, As
The Crow Flys gift shop,
418 Greenville Road.
Refreshments, 1-3 p.m.
Rogan’s Watercolours on
Facebook, 876-6182 or
roganswatercolours @
yahoo.com.

NORTHPORT — Belfast
Garden Club Open Gar-
den Days, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Friday, June 24, Block
residence, 1485 Atlantic
Highway. Bring picnic
lunch to enjoy at outdoor
tables with water views.
$5 at the residence. Ben-
efits the garden club. Bel-
fastGardenClub.org or
Martha Laitin, 323-2368.

OLD TOWN — Annual
strawberry festival, noon-
3 p.m. Saturday, June 25,
Stillwater Federated
Church, 80 Bennoch
Road. Strawberry short-
cakes, pies and sundaes,
with beverages. Prices
are $3.50 for adults and
$1 for children. Whole

pies available to pur-
chase.

PALERMO — Book, pie and
vintage record sale, 10
a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday,
June 25, Palermo Com-
munity Library, 2789
Route 3. CDs and DVDs
also available for pur-
chase. Benefits the
library. 993-6088 or paler-
mo @palermo.lib.me.us.

PORTLAND — Maine Col-
lege of Art’s second
annual Art in Exodus
exhibition, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
weekdays through June
24, Porteous Building, 522
Congress St., in recogni-
tion of World Refugee
Day on June 20.

PORTLAND — “Titanic: The
Artifact Exhibition,”
through Oct. 14, Portland
Science Center, 68 Com-
mercial St. Prices $17-
$19.50. 888-718-4253,

Info @ PortlandScience-
Center.com or www.port-
landsciencecenter.com.

3375 or stop by.

SEDGWICK — Baked bean
and casserole supper,
5-6:30 p.m. Saturday, June
25, North Sedgwick Baptist
Church, Route 172. Beans,
hot dogs, salads, home-
made rolls and pies. Tick-
ets at the door, $8, $5 chil-
dren 12 and under. 359-
4401 or 359-4677.

THOMASTON — Volunteers
Jazz Band in an outdoor
concert, 3 p.m. Sunday,
June 26, in front of Mont-

MALL C‘INEMA 10

For showtimes please caII

942-1303 or 942-1409
or visit us at
yourneighborhoodtheatre.com

Wy

Like us on

Facebook

Friday prime time

pelier. Tickets at the door,
$10, free to children
under 12. Bring beach
chairs and umbrellas and
coolers as desired. Some
seating will be provided.
Concert will take place

Independence Day (PG-13)

The Shallows (PG-13)

Free State Jones (R)

Finding Dory (PG)

Central Intelligence (PG-13)

o Warcraft (PG-13)

Teenage Mutant Ninjas (PG-13)

Super Tuesday $3

SHOWTIMES VALID 6/24 thru 6/30
ALL SHOWS EVERYDAY

HoLrywooD CINEMAS

Previously known as: Movie Magic Cinema

WATCH FOR OUR NEW ULTRA MAX THEATER EXPERIENCE
$5 Matinees/$7 after 6pm. $5 all day for under 12 & Sr. Citizens. Children under 2 FREE!

* SAVE 30% — 50% on concessions at Hollywood Cinemas! *

941-9419 - 2680DlIN ROAD, BANGOR

only if weather is fair.
Knox Museum, 354-8062.

For a complete listing of
calendar items or to submit
your event, visit www.ban-
gordailynews.com.

11:55 215 430 6:45 9:00
12:40 220 400 5:40 7:20 9:00
12:30 330 6:10 8:50
11:40 1:30 3:20 5:10 7:00 850
1215 2:25 435 6:45 8:55
11:40 2:00 420 6:40 9:00
1205 215 425 6:45 8:55

all day, all ages!

Find us on Facebook:

Hollywood Cinemas
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