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Things to Do

ATKINSON — 29th annual
quilt show, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Saturday, July 16, Atkin-
son United Methodist
Church. Luncheon, 11
a.m.-1 p.m. Admission
$2. Linda Roebuck, 564-
7060, or Martha
Andrews, 564-2435.

BANGOR — River City
Cinema presents “Sum-
mer of Love” outdoor
summer movie series,
sundown Fridays in July,
Pickering Square: “The
Princess Bride,” July 15;
“Say Anything,” July 22;
“You've Got Mail,” July
29; rain date Aug. 5.
Free.

BANGOR — Downtown
Bangor Partnership’s
11th annual Cool Sounds
Summer Concert Series
and Fresh Air Market
presented by Emera
Maine and Beal College,
5-8 p.m. Thursdays, July
and August, West Mar-
ket Square and along
Merchants Plaza. Free.
Trendy Robots, July 14;
to be announced, July
21; William Joseph Jior-
dan, July 28; Broadway
Rocks Bangor, Aug. 4;
The Rotating Taps, Aug.
11; RetroRockerz, Aug.
18; Jon King, Aug. 25.

BANGOR — Penobscot
Theatre Company Dra-
matic Academy youth
production, “School of
Rock,” 7 p.m. Thursday
through Saturday, July
14-16; 2 p.m. Saturday,
July 16; 3 p.m. Sunday,
July 17, 131 Main St. 626-
674-0942 or penobscot-
theatre.org.

BANGOR — Bangor in
World War II: A Lecture
Series, Part Two: Miracle
on Hammond Street pre-
sented by the Bangor
Historical Society, noon
Thursday, July 14, Isaac
Farrar Mansion, 166
Union St. Author and his-
torian David Bergquist
talking about how major
sections of Bangor's new
air base were completed
in 92 days. Free.

BANGOR — Donation yard
sale, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Fri-
day-Saturday, July 15-16,
136 Union St., Shaw
House, a homeless shel-
ter for youth that pro-
vides emergency shelter,
transitional housing,
food, clothing, transpor-
tation and other services
to youths up to age 20.
ltems will be accepted
beginning July 11. No
electronics. Pickup by
calling Outreach Pro-
gram at 941-2828.

BELFAST — Belfast Gar-
den Club’s Open Garden
Days series: Tour the
Jones garden, 10 a.m.-4
p.m. Friday, July 15, 58
Cobb Road. Rain or
shine. $5 at the garden
or eight tickets, $30, Left
Bank Books in Belfast.
BelfastGardenClub.org
or Martha Laitin, 323-
2368.

BELFAST — Cold Comfort
Theater production of
Beth Henley’s “Crimes of
the Heart,” 6 p.m. Friday
and Saturday, July 15-16,
Wales Park, corner of
Main Street and Lincoln-
ville Avenue. $15, $10,
$5 children 12 and under,
at the door. Seating pro-
vided or bring your own.

Refreshments available.
930-7244 or coldcomfort-
theater@gmail.com.

BLUE HILL — Ground-
breaking ceremony for
new Bagaduce Music
Lending Library, 4 p.m.
Thursday, July 14, 49
South St. Music and fun.
374-5454 or bagaduce-
music.org.

BREWER — Bangor Sin-
gles Club dances, 8
p.m.-midnight Fridays,
Brewer Eagles Club, 22
Atlantic Ave.: Allison
Ames, July 15; Bush-
whack, July 22; New
Society, July 29. Marilyn,
827-5751.

CAMDEN — “Peyton
Place” revival with
selection of images and
scenes from the movie
as filmed in Camden in
1957, 7-8 p.m. Thurs-
day, July 14, Camden
Public Library. Library
staff offering remarks
about the popularity and
impact the book first
had, followed by mod-
ern-time film clips fea-
turing the movie loca-
tions. Share memories
about the filming.

DEER ISLE — “Imaging
the Sea” exhibit featur-
ing photographs taken
by members of Deer
Isle’s fishing communi-
ty, through July 17,
Kingman Gallery, 117
Center District Cross-
road. Benefits Island
Fishermen’s Wives
Association. Gallery
hours, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Tuesday through Satur-
day; 1-5 p.m. Sunday.
348-9338.

EASTPORT — The East-
port Moonlight Movies, 8
p.m. Fridays, Sutherland
Amphitheater, 80 Water
St.: “Edward Scis-
sorhands,” July 15; “The
Second Best Marigold
Hotel,” July 22; “Frozen,”
July 30. 214-0040 or
lolly @ sweetiesd-
owneast.com.

EDDINGTON — Barbecue
chicken supper, 5 and 6
p-m. Saturday, July 15,
Comins Hall, 1387 Main
Road. Barbecue chicken,
bean-hole beans, pasta
salads, carrot salad, rolls
and biscuits, pies and
cakes. $8, $3 children.
josh@cominshall.org.

ELLSWORTH — Summer
Waterfront Concert
series, 6 p.m. Fridays:
Ellacapella, July 15,
Union River Harbor
Park. Free.

MACHIAS — Machias Bay
Chamber of Commerce
offers free outdoor mov-
ies, sunset every other
Saturday, box car next to
Station 1898, across from
Helen’s Restaurant.
“HOME,” July 16; “Mr.
Peabody and Sherman,”
July 30; “Pan,” Aug. 13;
“Zootopia,” Aug. 27. 255-
4402.

MILO — Milo Historical
Society’s third annual art
show, 1-5 p.m. Satur-
day, July 16, Three Riv-
ers Kiwanis Building,
outer Park Street. Fea-
turing more than 30 art-
ists exhibiting their work.
Visit the new Harrigan
Learning Center next
door for murals, fossils,
gems, oddities and a
guided tour.

MONMOUTH — “Puss in
Boots,” 1 p.m. Saturday,
July 16 and 23, Theater
at Monmouth. Ticket
information, 933-9999,
boxoffice @theaterat-
monmouth.org or the-
ateratmonmouth.org.

PITTSFIELD — 44nd
Central Maine Egg Fes-
tival, through Saturday,
July 16. Theme is
“Egg’stra-Terrestrial.”
Activities include street

dance, Egglympics, win-

dow painting, art show,
craft fair, parade,
Kiwanis Karnival with
rides and booths, early
bird breakfast, food all
day, Experimental Air-
craft Association Fly-in
and fireworks. pittsfield.
org or centralmaineegg-
festival.org.

PORTLAND — Guided
tour of Portland’s oldest
burial ground, 11 a.m.-
noon Saturdays, Sun-
days and Wednesdays,
through Oct. 16. Tours
led by trained volun-
teers. Tickets $10, $5
students and seniors,
free to children under
12, available at the
gate, 224 Congress St.,
at time of tour, or in
advance, spiritsalive.org
or eventbrite.com.

PORTLAND — Circus on
the Point Cabaret, 7
p.m. Friday-Saturday,
July 15-16, Circus
Maine, 4 Thompson’s
Point. Suitable for all
ages. Advance tickets
$12 youth age 14 and
under, $14 adults; $16
at the door. Doors open
6:30 p.m. 536-0768 or
info @ circusmaine.org .

PORTLAND — Women
Make Movies, with spe-
cial guest Ariel Dough-
erty, director and
Women Make Movies
co-founder, 2-3:30 p.m.
Friday, July 15, Maine
College of Art, 522 Con-
gress St. Historic, narra-
tive shorts from the
1970s, “Domestic Tran-
quility” and “Sweet
Bananas,” will be
screened followed by a
question-and-answer
session with Dougherty.
$10, $7 MECA faculty,
$5 MECA students. Part
of the Bluestocking Film
Series. Tickets, blue-
stockingfilms.com/tick-
ets/.

RANGELEY — Stephen A.
Bean Municipal Airport
hosting Fly In, Airshow
and Static Display, 10
a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday,
July 16. Aerobatics in the
sky, jet car, helicopter
rides, antique auto show,
live band, vendors of all
kinds, food and fun for
the whole family. 670-
5419 or treasurer@
rangeleyme.org.

ROCKLAND — Knox
Museum presenting
noted decorator Thomas
Jayne, speaking on
“Decoration, Ancient and
Modern: Jayne Design
Studio’s Contemporary
Interior Decoration,” 6:30
p.m. Thursday, July 14,
Strand Theater, 345 Main
St. Tickets $26, $21 Knox
Museum members, at
the door. 354-8062.

For a complete listing of
calendar items or to submit
your event, visit www.ban-
gordailynews.com.

Delivering tales of how post office made America

HOW THE POST OF-
FICE CREATED AMER-
ICA: A HISTORY, by
Winifred Gallagher;
Penguin Press (336
pages, $28).

NEITHER SNOW NOR
RAIN: A HISTORY OF
THE UNITED STATES
POSTAL SERVICE, by
Devin Leonard; Grove
Press (288 pages, $26)

BY CHRIS FORAN
MILWAUKEE JOURNAL
SENTINEL (TNS)

Of the marvels French
philosopher Alexis de
Tocqueville found in his
tour of 1830s America, the
postal service had them
all beat.

“the areat RBE(\)I(I)EKW
link  be-

tween

minds,” he wrote, one

that bound the fledgling
nation together by getting
information crucial to
maintaining a democracy
to the tiniest hamlets.

“It’s difficult to imag-
ine the incredible rapidi-
ty with which thought cir-
culates in the midst of
these deserts,” the author
of “Democracy in Ameri-
ca” said, as quoted in
“Neither Snow Nor Rain,”
one of two new histories
of the U.S. Postal Service.

Like Winifred Gallagh-
er’s “How the Post Office
Created America,” Devin
Leonard’s “Neither Snow
Nor Rain” sets out to
chart the history and im-
pact of the mail service in
America. Both books map
the post office growth and
role in the nation’s growth
_ the latter, oftentimes on
the back of the former.
And both show how, over
the years, delivering the
mail shaped everything
from national transporta-
tion systems (from roads
to airlines) to our nation-
al character, even as eco-
nomic and political forces
put its future in question.

The way each author
gets there is a little differ-
ent.

Gallagher spends much
of her story focusing on
the important role that
the founding fathers gave
to the post office. “The im-
portance,” George Wash-
ington wrote, “of the post
office and post roads ... is
increased by their instru-
mentality in diffusing a
knowledge of the laws and
proceedings of the Gov-
ernment.”

One way the new Amer-
ican government did that,
Gallagher notes, was by
authorizing mail service
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for the entire country, not
just for people with money
or those living in the larg-
est cities. Roads were
built _ although, as de
Tocqueville wrote, they
started out more as ruts
than roadways _ and post
offices established around
the country, creating
pockets of connectedness
in a spread-out nation.

For many Americans,
Gallagher writes, from
after the Revolution
through World War I, the
post office was their main
link to the federal govern-
ment.

As the post office con-
tinued to grow, it contin-
ued to foster innovation,
using the expanding rail
system to hasten delivery;
setting up savings banks
at post offices to encour-
age thrift; expanding
home delivery to remote
rural areas; and helping
bankroll the nation’s na-
scent aviation industry.

While Gallagher con-
centrates on the founda-
tions of U.S. postal histo-
ry, Leonard, in “Neither
Snow Nor Rain,” takes a
more anecdotal approach,
giving his narrative more
room to tell about some of
the post office’s more re-
cent, and more revealing,
dramas.

Like when, in 1966, the
post office in Chicago —
at the time, the world’s
largest mail-processing
facility — was shut down,
after internal labor strife,
racial conflict, outdated
equipment and a last-min-
ute explosion of pre-ZIP
code bulk mail ground op-
erations to a halt. To
make sure the mail got
through, truckloads were
sent to post offices in Mil-
waukee, Nashville and
Kansas City to be sorted
and shipped.

Particularly compel-
ling is Leonard’s chapter
on “going postal,” re-
counting the incidents —
relatively few in number,
but big in psychological
impact — in which postal

workers took deadly aim
at supervisors and co-
workers in the workplace.
More than just recount-
ing the horrors, Leonard
puts them in context — in
a postal service where
workers faced increasing
pressure to do more with
less while managers’ abil-
ity to deal with problem
employees was limited by
strong unions and a hir-
ing system that dispro-
portionately favored vet-
erans, even those with
service records showing a
history of violence.

Both Gallagher and
Leonard celebrate some of
the post office’s most im-
portant innovators, in-
cluding John Wanamak-
er, the Philadelphia de-
partment store magnate
who under President Ben-
jamin Harrison launched
Rural Free Delivery but
had many of his other in-
novations short-circuited
by Congress.

And both authors agree
that politics, fed by an in-
tractable labor environ-
ment, did more to put what
is now the U.S. Postal Ser-
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vice on the ropes than email
or the internet ever did.

In fact, both relate,
USPS launched its own
version of digital delivery
— called E-COM — in
1982, years before AOL
was telling us cheerfully
that we had mail. Not sur-
prisingly, political obsta-
cles to funding, coupled
with yowls from compa-
nies hoping to get into the

business itself, forced
changes in the USPS plan
that made the system
harder to use and more
expensive. The postal ser-
vice pulled the plug in
1985.

While both Gallagher
and Leonard wrap up
with a “can the post office
survive?” feint, Leonard’s
more anecdotal storytell-
ing approach — bracketed

Thursday prime time

by the tale of a guy from
Queens, New York, who’s
trying to visit every post
office in the United States
— feels more hopeful be-
cause it underscores how
inexorably our national
character is linked to the
institution.

Besides, as Leonard
points out, how else are
we going to get all that
stuff we order online?
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