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EVENTS

Collins Center gala rocks out with ‘Piano Men’

BY JUDY HARRISON
BDN STAFF

The Bangor Symphony Or-
chestra rocked out Saturday
night at the Collins Center for
the Arts in

Orono to a CONCERT
delighted REVIEW
crowd at the

30th opening gala concert on
the University of Maine cam-
pus. “ Piano Men: The Music of
Elton and Billy” featured hit
songs from the 1970s written by
two of the era’s greatest trouba-
dours, Elton John and Billy
Joel, in case there was any
doubt about their last names.

The symphony performed
in 1986 at the grand opening of
the Maine Center for the Arts
— renamed the Collins Center
in 2008 after an $11 million
renovation — with renowned
violinist Isaac Stern and world
class cellist Yo-Yo Ma. Since
that first gala, an opening sea-
son event that raises funds for
the center has become a tradi-
tion.

Joe Boucher, who grew up
in Biddeford and lives in Port-
land, was the piano man and
vocalist Saturday night. He

conceived the show with bass
guitarist and orchestrator
Christopher Eastburn of Ar-
lington, Massachusetts. Gary
Backstrom of Gloucester, Mas-
sachusetts, played lead guitar.
All three performed in front of
the orchestra, while drummer
Steve Hodgkin, an Ellsworth
native who lives in Freeport,
was behind the symphony.
The songs performed in-
cluded some of John’s and Jo-
el’s greatest hits. Boucher and
Eastburn chose them because
many of them originally were
backed up by orchestras in re-
cording studios but not on the
road. The set list included
“Angry Young Man,” “My
Life,” “Pressure” and “Allen-
town,” all by Joel, as well as
“Rocketman,” “Your Song,”
“Tiny Dancer” and “Levon” by
John. The obligatory encore
were what may be the artists’
signature songs — “Candle in
the Wind” and “Piano Man.”
The orchestra gave a
breadth and depth to some of
rock n’ roll’s classic songs. A
saxophone solo by symphony
musician Glen Sargent on Jo-
el's “New York State of Mind”
and Bangor-area singer Re-

COURTESY OF PIANO MEN

The Collins Center for the Arts kicks off its 30th anniversary season on Saturday with
“Piano Men,"” a tribute to the music of Billy Joel and Elton John, backed by the Bangor

Symphony Orchestra.

beckah Perry’s duet with
Boucher on John’s “Don’t Go
Breaking My Heart” elicited
whoops and cheers from the
appreciative audience.

A couple of additions would
have enhanced the perfor-
mance. Putting the drummer
on a higher platform behind
the orchestra so he was visible
to the entire audience and not

just people sitting in the balco-
ny would have made him feel
like a member of the band in-
stead of the invisible percus-
sionist.

Also, a set list in the pro-
gram that included who wrote
which songs, what albums
each first appeared on and the
years the albums were released
would have educated audience

members for whom the music
of Joel and John was not the
soundtrack of their youths.
The gala dinner and concert
traditionally kicks off the sea-
son for aficionados of the per-
forming arts the way the first
game does for football fans. As
in sports, the opening perfor-
mance can be a harbinger of
things to come, as the first con-

cert at the center in 1986 was
meant to set the tone for its fu-
ture. Or, that first show or
game can be an aberration, a
lesson to be learned from and
never repeated as the 1998
“Spirit of the Dance,” a cheap
knockoff of “Riverdance,” was
for the performing arts center.

“Piano Men” appears to be
the former for the center. It
brought in octogenarians who
have attended every gala for
the past three decades, baby
boomers for whom “Goodbye
Yellow Brick Road” and “Only
the Good Die Young” were an-
thems, as well as their grand-
children, who’d most likely
never heard of Joel or John
before Saturday night.

The 30th anniversary sea-
son the center’s executive di-
rector Danny Williams has
built, which includes perfor-
mances by comedian Craig
Ferguson, jazz artist Wynton
Marsalis, folk singer Patty
Griffin, the Broadway tour of
“The Producers” and “The Be-
renstain Bears Live,” reflects
the center’s need to appeal
across generations to ensure
there will be a gala to kick off
the center’s 60th season.

Things to Do

BANGOR — End Violence
Together rally and march
sponsored by more than
40 organizations, 1 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 19, at
West Market Square
sponsored by more than
40 organizations. Last
year’s rally and march
drew approximately 200
people and was one of
hundreds of nonviolent
events and activities
across the nation as part
of Campaign Nonvio-
lence. Drumming, music,
children’s activities coor-
dinated by the Maine
Discovery Museum,
speakers, and opportuni-
ties to visit information
tables of sponsoring
groups will be followed
by a 1-mile march
through downtown Ban-
gor and a concluding
ceremony at West Mar-
ket Square.

BANGOR — Maine Chef
Challenge sponsored by
Bangor Metro will be held
5:30-8:30 p.m. Friday,
Sept. 25, at The Gracie
Theatre, Husson Univer-
sity. The challenge will
feature chefs from Wood-
man’s, Blaze and 11
Central. Tickets are $30
for general admission,
and $40 for VIP, which
includes VIP parking,
special souvenir, photo
opportunity with Chef
Sam Talbot, reception
before the challenge.
Tickets are available at
EventBrite.com/e/Maine-
Chef-Challenge-Tick-
ets-18056905691.

BANGOR — The Penob-
scot Valley Gymnastics
staff has activities
planned for an open
house, 3-5 p.m. Satur-
day, Sept. 19, at 615
QOdlin Road Suite 1, on
National Gymnastics Day.
There will be jumping on
Air Trak, an obstacle
course, parachute, tram-
poline and rope.

BANGOR — Bangor Histor-
ical Society 90-minute
Mount Hope Cemetery
walking tours, 10-11:30
a.m. Saturdays, Sept. 19
and 26, starting from the
superintendent’s house,
1048 State St. Tours will
include little-known facts
about some of Bangor’s
residents who have been
buried there since it was
built in 1834. For infor-
mation, call 942-1900,
email info@bangorhistori-
calsociety.org or visit B
angorHistoricalSociety.
org. Sponsored by Eaton
Peabody.

BANGOR — Bangor Pub-
lic Library is offering a
biweekly author series
at noon on the follow-
ing Wednesdays, third
floor of the library:
“Long Live Grover
Cleveland” by Robert
Klose, Sept.16; and
“Bangor in World War II:
From the Homefront to
the Embattled Skies”
by David Bergquist,
Sept. 30. Books will be
available for purchase
and signing. For infor-
mation, visit Bangor-
PublicLibrary.org.

BOOTHBAY — Coastal
Maine Botanical Gar-
dens, 132 Botanical Gar-
dens Drive, off Barters
Island Road, open 9
a.m.-5 p.m. daily through
October. The Kitchen
Garden Cafe in the Visitor
Center open 11 am.-3
p.m. Guests can explore
miles of waterfront and
woodland trails across
the 270-acre grounds.
Regular admission prices
are $16 for adults, $14
for seniors (65-plus), $8
for children 3-17, and
free for members and
children under 3. For
information and direc-
tions, call 633-8000 or
visit MaineGardens.org.

BREWER — There will be a
Multi-cultural Chinese
Mid-Autumn Festival cel-
ebration, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 19,
Brewer Auditorium, 318
Wilson St. Entertainment
will represent cultural and
ethnic heritage from all
over the world in addition
to the traditional observa-
tion of the Chinese
Moon, or Mid-Autumn,
Festival. All ages are wel-
come, with special activi-
ties for children. Free for
all. For information, visit
M aineChina.org .

BREWER — The Skyliners,
a 13-piece big band, will

Saturday, Sept. 19, at
Next Generation Theatre,
39 Center St. Favorite
arrangements from the
1940s and 1950s as well
as swing, jazz, pop, waltz
and Latin numbers. Beer
and wine available for
those 21 and older.
Admission is $8. For
information, call 989-
7100.

CAMDEN — Author Mike
Bond will talk about his
newest thriller, “Killing
Maine,” 7-8:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 15, at
Camden Public Library,
55 Main St. For informa-
tion, call 236-3440.

EASTPORT — Outdoor
movies sponsored by
local businesses, 7:30
p.-m. Fridays, at East-
port’s Overland Park
Amphitheater. “Life of Pi,”
Sept. 18; and “Wallace
and Gromit: The Curse of
the Were-Rabbit,” Oct.
10. Free for all. Rain date
is Saturday.

ELLSWORTH — Interna-
tional Folk Dancing, 5:30-
7:30 p.m. second and
fourth Mondays each
month, Moore Communi-
ty Center, 125 State St.
Beginners are welcome,
and no partners needed.
Learn a Turkish wedding
dance, a Greek warrior

perform, 7:30-9:30 p.m. dance or a Romanian lul-
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CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL
144 York St. Bangor

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
YOUTH SERVICES

All High Holy Days - 10:00 am
ROSH HASHANAH

Sunday, September 18 at 6:30 p.m.
Monday, September 14 at 9:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
Tashlich, September 14 at 5:00 p.m.
Tuesday, September 15 at 9:00 a.m.

SHABBAT SHUVAH
Friday, September 18 at 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, September 19 at 9:00 a.m.

YOM KIPPUR
Tuesday, September 22 at 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday, September 28 at 9:00 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.
Break-the-Fast, September 23 after 7:30 p.m.

HIGH HOLIDAY SEATING
If you are a member of our congregation and attended services
last year, the same seating arrangements will be
made for you..you don’t need to contact us.
All members that did not attend last year,
as well as non-members, please contact either
Stan or Ellie at 942-3322 to make your plans for this year.

laby. Dances are taught
in the first hour, followed
by requests. Admission is
$6. For information, call
460-3408 or email esher-
wood1@roadrunner.com.

MONMOUTH — Theater at
Monmouth’s 46th sea-
son continues with the
opening of Gilbert and
Sullivan’s comic opera
“Ruddigore or The
Witch’s Curse,” 7:30
p-m. Friday, Sept. 17.
Performances are: pre-
view, 7:30 p.m. Sept. 17;
opening, 7:30 p.m. Sept.
18; 7:30 p.m. Sept. 19,
24, 25 and 26; and 1
p.m. Sept. 19, 20, 26
and 27. Ticket prices are
$10-$30. Discounts
available for groups of
10 or more. For calendar
and reservations, con-
tact the Theater at Mon-
mouth’s box office at
933-9999 or visit T heat-
erAtMonmouth.org.

PROSPECT — Fort Knox
and Penobscot Narrows
Observatory open 9

a.m.-sunset through
Saturday, Oct. 31.
Observatory closes at 5
p.m. Guided tours of
Fort Knox provided daily
or visitors may take their
own self-guided tour.
Site available to rent for
reunions, birthday par-
ties, weddings and
other events. The obser-
vatory has a new pavil-

ion for rent that over-
looks the Penobscot
River and comes with a
gas grill. Check out Fort
Knox special events at
FortKnox.MaineGuide.
com.

For a complete listing of
calendar items or to submit
your event, visit www.ban-
gordailynews.com.

l--------------------q

HAPPY CHINA

Voted Best Buffet for Miles Around!

Gift Certificates
Available!

Tuesday prime time

BUFFEY swes

STIR-FRY & SUSHI BAR NOW INCLUDED
IN ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET?

swve $9.00

Lunch Buffet for 2 Adults*

sve $3,00

Dinner Buffet for 2 Adults*

* Must present coupon. Exp. 9/13/15

» OPEN SEVEN
DAYS A WEEK!

» ALLYOU
CANEAT!

» OVER
268 ITEMS
DAILY!

» NIGHTLY
SPECIALS
ON BUFFET!

*not to be combined with any other offers

MOVIES

@ NBC|207 Inside Ed.  |America’s Got Talent (N) (D (HD)&g Best Time Ever With NPH _|News
@  CBC|Rick Mercer |Fool Creek ‘Standing The National (N) News ‘Coronalion Rick Mercer
@ CBS|BigBang  |Mike Big Brother (N) (HD)&8  |Zoo (N) (HD)i NCIS: New Orleansi%] News
@  CW|King of Hill [Cleveland  |The Flash (HD)&g The Flash (HD)(R% News ‘Seinfeld% Cougar
- @ NBCj207 Inside Ed.  |America’s Got Talent (N) (D (HD)iRg Best Time Ever With NPH  [News
ABC |Wheel Jeopardy!k |Fresh-Boat ‘Fresh-Boat ‘Dancing With the Stars (N) O (HD)&& News
b (LT FOX|The Insider |Ent woxx Scary Movie (2000) (HD) Shawn Wayans. @ |News lBigBang  |Big Bang
g € ABC|Wheel Jeopardy!Es] |Fresh-Boat ‘Fresh-Boat Dancing With the Stars (N) (O (HD)&g News
b4 CIEID PBS PBS NewsHour (N) (HD) |inTheir Own Words (N)i& |American Experience Walt Disney's life and legacy.&dl |C. Rose
©  IND|CTV’s Big Fall Preview Law & Order: SVU Zoo (N) (HD)i% Best Time Ever With NPH  |News-Lisa
& CBS|Ent The Insider |Big Brother (N) (HD)E  |Zoo (N) (HD)i% NCIS: New Orleansi%d News
@¥) FOX|ModFam  |Mod Fam  |xxx Scary Movie (2000) (HD) Shawn Wayans. (R)  |FOX 22 News at 10 (N) Law CI
EE)  IND|M*A*S*HES |M*A*S*HER |InTouch Happy Days ‘Laverne Hogan Hero ‘Hogan Hero |C. Burnett
€D IND|BigBang  |BigBang  |Law Order: Cl Law Order: C WBZ News (N) (HD) Seinfeld%_
NICK Game Shakersiy iCarlyB  |iCaryB |Full Housel Full HouseE Full House%Full Housel FriendsE
@ DISN Austin [Bunk'd [ The Game Plan (2007, Comedy) Liv-Mad.  |Jessief |l Didn't
FAM (6:00) x*x* Matilda Monica the Medium (N){& |Next Step Realty: NYCR®! |(:01) Monica the Medium  |700 Club
HIST Cnt. Cars ‘Cnt. Cars ‘Coun!ing CarsZ3 Cnt. Cars ‘Cnt. Cars  |Outlaw: Hells Angels Angels
4 DISC Yukon Men: Revealed Fixing an old bulldozer. (N)&&  |Yukon Men (N)E3 (:01) Rebel Gold (N)&3  |Yukon Men
4 TLC Fabulous  |Fabulous |Labor Labor Cake Boss% Cake BossiZd|(:02) Our Little FamilyES  |Cake BossEs|
B A&E Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage ‘Storage Storage
ANPL Rugged Justice@ North Woods Law@ (:01) North Woods Law@ (:02) North Woods Law@ North-Law
CSNE SportsNet ‘Early Patriots ‘Quick Felger ‘Quick Sports ‘SportsNet Sports
4 ESPN Baseball Tonight (N) (D |MLB Baseball Houston Astros at Texas Rangers. (N Subject to Blackout) @© SportCtr
5 ESPN2 E:60 Football  |NFLs Greatest Games (N) NFL's Greatest Games
7 NBCSP Spartan Racely Spartan Racelsy ‘Spartan Racels Spartan Race (N) EPL Soccer
NESN MLB Baseball Boston Red Sox at Baltimore Orioles. (N) (O Extra \Red Sox Sports
CNBC West Texas Shark TankE3 Shark TankZ3 West Texas Shark Tank
CNN Erin Burnett OutFront (N) |Anderson Cooper 3608  |Anderson Cooper 360E  |CNN Tonight Cooper 360
FNC Greta Vian Susteren The O'Reilly Factor (N)  |The Kelly File (N) Hannity (N) O'Reilly
MSNBC Hardball Chris Matthews  |All In With Chris Hayes Rachel Maddow Show The Last Word All In With
AMC (5:00) %% Tombstone *% Batman Begins (2005, Action) (ESP) Christian Bale. Fantastic
BRV Below DeckiZd Housewives/OC Below Deck (N)iZi My Fab 40th (N Happens
CMT LastMan  |LastMan  |Rebald Rebal *% The Rundown (2003, Adventure) The Rock.
CcoM ToshOR%  |(:27)Tosh.0 |ToshOR%  |(:29)Tosh0 |ToshOEEl ToshOE  [Tosh.0 (N)E[Drunk At Midnight
E! E! News (N)id Total Divash¥ Total Divas (N)i% WAGS ()i E! NewsfEl
FOOD Choppedid ChoppediE Choppedi& Chopped (N)E Chopped
FX xx Iron Man 3 (2013, Action) Robert Downey Jr., Gwyneth Paltrow. The Bastard Executioner (N)T
GAC Alaska ‘Alaska Alaska ‘Alaska Alaska ‘Alaska Alaska ‘Alaska ‘Alaska
HALL The Waltonsis The Waltonsis The Middle§ The Middle[@ The Middle%The Middle[#Z Golden Girls
HGTV Flip or Flop TFIip or Flop |Flip or Flop TFIip or Flop |Flip or Flop ‘Flip or Flop |Hunters Hunters Int’l |Flip. Virgins
LIFE Celebrity Wife Swap[Re Celebrity Wife SwapE3 Celebrity Wife SwapE3 (:02) Celebrity Wife Swap | Wife Swap
N VTV Catfish (:45) Catfish: The TV Show Catfish: The TV Show (:05) x*xx The Dark Knight (2008)
E OoXY Crazy TalkiEi |Crazy TalkgEi |Back for More Boss Nails ‘A Sister Back for More Boss Nails
E SPIKE Ink Masteri% Ink Masteri% Ink Masteri% Ink Master ()&% Ink Masteri%
bl SYFY *% Secret Window (2004) Johnny Depp. Face Off (N)iZ3 Face OfffEi Face Offid
TBN Supernat.  |Potters Trinity J. Meyer Prince S.Furtick  |Praise the Lord (N) (D1
TBS Seinfeldi®d |Seinfeldi®d |BigBang  |BigBang  |BigBang  |BigBang  |BigBang  |Big Bang ‘Conan (N)E
TCM (6:15) x** Agatha xx* The Long Voyage Home (1940) John Wayne. Battle Mid  |How to Operate Behind
T™MC (5:50) Snowpiercer (2013) |x EDtv (1999) Matthew McConaughey. (:05) *x Nacho Libre (2006)
TNT SWAT. ‘t* Gangster Squad (2013, Crime Drama) Josh Brolin. ® Public Morals (N)323 Public
TRAVEL  |Bizarre Foods/Zimmern ‘Bizarre Foods AmericaZs ‘Hotel Impossible (N)E3  |Hotel ImpossibleZd The Layover
TRU Imp. Jokers |Imp. Jokers ‘Imp. Jokers ‘Imp. Jokers ‘Imp. Jokers |Imp. Jokers |Imp. Jokers |Hack Six Degr.
TVL Facts-Life  |The ExesE8 ‘Everybody Raymond ‘Raymond Raymond  |Raymond  |Raymond  |King
USA Mod Fam Mod Fam  |Mod Fam ‘Mod Fam  |Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam  |Mod Fam Mod Fam
VH1 Basketball Wives LARE  |Love & Hip Hop Love & Hip Hop Black Ink Crew§¥d Madea
WGN-A Elementary (HD)@ Elementary (HD)RE Elementary (HD)RE Elementary (HD)R}; Videos
ENC 5:45) % Silverado (1985)|xx Wyatt Earp (1994, Biography) (ESP) Kevin Costner, Dennis Quaid, Gene Pirates-Dead
ESP) Kevin Kline. Hackman. Portrait traces him from boy to lawman.
HBO (5:15) x+* The Hobbit: The | The Hobbit: The Battle of the Five Armies (2014) lan McKellen. %k The Theory of Every-
Desolation of Smaug Men, Dwarves and Elves must unite or be destroyed. thing (2014)
MAX (6:25) %* 300: Rise of an_(:10) * Non-Stop (2014) (ESP) Liam Neeson. An air |« 28 Days (2000, Comedy-Drama)
Empire (2014) (ESP) ® |marshal contends with a dire threat aboard a plane. |(ESP) Sandra Bullock.
SHOW (5:45) *%x Evita (1996)  |Jim Rome on Showtime |Inside the NFL (N) ASeason  |ASeason |Inside the
(ESP) Madonna. (ESP)H3 (ESP)E With With NFL (ESP)ER
STARZ (:15) *x The Wedding Ringer (2015, Comedy) (ESP) |BluntTalk |(:35)  Blue Streak (1999, Comedy) Legends of
Kevin Hart, Josh Gad, Affion Crockett. @ (ESP)TE  |(ESP) Martin Lawrence. the Fall ®)




