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Bangor woman subject of film fest documentary
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Michelle Smith was at-
tending the Perkins School
for the Blind in Watertown,
Massachusetts, when the le-
gally blind teenager with
Asperger’s syndrome met
filmmaker Garrett Zevgetis.
He was captivated by the
then-teenage Smith’s
quirky, cheerful personality
and embarked on a six-year
filming process capturing
her transition from curious
teenager to adult grappling
with the reality of being
blind in the U.S.

The documentary he cre-
ated will be among the films
shown this week at the Cam-
den International Film Fes-
tival.

“Best and Most Beautiful
Things,” which premiered
at the 2016 SXSW Festival,
tells the story of Smith, a
Bradford native now living
in Bangor. Beyond explor-
ing what life is like for
young blind people, the film
also shows Smith’s gradual
embrace of her out-of-the-
mainstream sexual identity,
discovering a lifestyle and a
community that has helped
her come out of her shell.
Shot in a vivid, impression-
istic style, “Best and Most
Beautiful Things” is an un-
expected story about an ex-
tremely unique person — as
well as a chance to see Ban-
gor, which features promi-
nently in the film, on the big
screen. It screens at 6:30

the Camden Opera House.

This is a special year for
festival organizers Ben
Fowlie and Caroline von
Kuhn, as the pair trans-
formed the Points North
Forum — a series of docu-
mentary film workshops
held concurrently with the
festival — into the Points
North Institute, a year-
round hub for documentary
filmmaking in Midcoast
Maine. The Points North
Forum will continue during
the festival, but the insti-
tute’s expanded focus will
offer year-round program-
ming and education for as-
piring nonfiction filmmak-
ers.

There are 40 feature-
length documentary films
and 38 short films that will
be shown over the course of
the Camden International
Film Festival’s four days
from Sept. 15 to Sept. 18,
spanning a wide gamut of
topics, countries of origin
and filmmaking styles. A
few highlights include the
following:

“Rats”

7:30 p.m. Sept. 15, Cam-
den Opera House

Inspired by a best-selling
book by the same name, di-
rector Morgan Spurlock’s
newest feature explores the
lives of man’s greatest para-
site. Equal parts history and
horror, Spurlock journeys
around the world to bring
viewers face to face with
rats while delving into our
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Michelle Smith, shown in 2014, is the subject of “Best and
Most Beautiful Things,"” which will be shown at the Camden

International Film Festival.

complicated relationship
with the creatures. Spur-
lock — known for “Super-
size Me” and his CNN show
“Morgan Spurlock Inside
Man” — will be in atten-
dance at the screening, the
festival opener.

“Life Animated”

4 p.m. Sept. 16, Strand
Theatre, Rockland.

Academy Award-winning
director Roger Ross Wil-
liams tells the inspirational
story of Owen Suskind, a
young man with autism who

was unable to speak as a
child until he and his family
discovered a unique way to
communicate by immersing
themselves in classic Disney
animated films. The film
uses a combination of ani-
mation and live-action to tell
this heartwarming tale.

“Gulistan, Land of Roses”

2:30 p.m. Sept. 17, Farn-
sworth Art Museum,
Rockland

This documentary tells
the story of the PKK — the
Kurdistan Worker’s Party,

ment bent on defending
Kurdish territory in Iraq
and Syria and defeating ISIS.

“Sacred Cod”

3:30 p.m. Sept.
Strand Theatre

This documentary about
the collapse of the cod popu-
lation in New England
delves into the role of over-
fishing, the impact of cli-
mate change and the mea-
sures scientists and policy-
makers are taking to restore
the region’s iconic species.
The film highlights the fight
of one community to adapt to
a changing way of life while
examining how depleted cod
populations elsewhere are
rebounding. The filmmakers
will be in attendance for a
panel discussion after the
screening.

“Contemporary Color”

9 p.m., Sept. 17, Strand
Theatre, Rockland

In 2015 musician David
Byrne recruited 10 of the
country’s elite color guard
teams — flag-flipping, color-
fully-costumed teams usual-
ly seen at sporting events —
to collaborate with bands
and artists to create a one of
a kind of artistic event. The
resulting documentary fea-
tures musicians like St. Vin-
cent, Adam Horovitz of the
Beastie Boys, Tune-Yards,
Nelly Furtado, Dev Hynes,
Nico Muhly, Blood Orange
and more.

Dirigo Docs shorts pro-
gram

10 a.m. Sept. 18, Rock-

17,

The six documentary
shorts that comprise this all-
Maine program include “Ali-
son and NuDay Syria,” about
a Maine woman who collects
donation to send to Syrian
refugees; “Ashley Bryan’s
World,” about the Islesford
painter; “Bird Carver,”
about professional wood
carver Steven Valleau of
Southwest Harbor; “First
Light,” about the Maine Wa-
banaki-State Child Welfare
Truth and Reconciliation
Commission,; “Guided,”
about Maine Wilderness
Guide Ray Reitze; and “The
Long Haul,” about a solo fe-
male lobster fisherman.

“Norman Lear: Just An-
other Version of You”

3 p.m. Sept. 18, Camden
Opera House

The creator of such
groundbreaking 1970s televi-
sion shows as “All In The
Family,” “The Jeffersons”
and “Maude” is the subject of
this hilarious but fascinating
documentary. Lear, now in
his 90s, is no less dynamic
than he was in his TV hey-
day.

For a full schedule of films,
visit pointsnorthinstitute.
org. Festival passes and in-
dividual tickets are available
at the CIFF box office on
Bayview Street in Camden;
a festival pass including all
screenings is $95, an all-ac-
cess pass including pre-
ferred seating and parties
each night is $195.

Things to Do

BANGOR — Art show,
through September,
Bangor Public Library.
Reception, 4:30-6:30 p.m.
Thursday, Sept 15, Cyr
Gallery. Meet the artists
and view 41 paintings in
watercolor, oil and acryl-
ic. Refreshments provid-
ed. 947-8336 or nay624 @
roadrunner.com.

BANGOR — “Cutting Edge
Quilts: The Work of Sally
K. Field, with Elizabeth
Busch and Ellie Pan-
coe,” on display 9 a.m.-7
p.m. daily through Sept.
30, Boyd Place Gallery,
21 Boyd St.

BANGOR — September
book talk series at Ban-
gor Public Library: Lyn
Mikel Brown, “Powered
by Girl: A Field Guide for
Supporting Youth Activ-
ists,” 5:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, Sept. 21; Hale
Bradt, “Wilber's War, An
American Family’s Jour-
ney through WWI1,” 6
p.m. Thursday, Sept. 22.
Free. bangorpublicli-
brary.org or 947-8336.

BANGOR — Appalachian
Mountain Club meeting,
6-7:30 p.m. Thursday,
Sept. 15, Bangor Public
Library, 145 Harlow St.
Guest speaker Nicole
Grohoski, first female
through-paddler of 740-
mile Northern Forest
Canoe Trail. education@
amcmaine.org.

BANGOR — Contradance
with Ron Blechner call-
ing and music by Ben-
nett Konesni and Edith
Gawler, Friday, Sept. 16,
Unitarian Universalist
Church, 120 Park St.
Beginner session, 7:30
p.m.; dance, 8 p.m. $8
per person. 941-9727,
bangorcontra.org or ban-
gorcontra@gmail.com.

BANGOR — Vigil and
speakout for fifth anni-
versary of the Occupy
Movement, 10 a.m. Sat-
urday, Sept. 17, Peirce
Park, next to Bangor
Public Library, followed
by potluck lunch at
Peace and Justice Cen-
ter, 96 Harlow St., No.
100. Participants encour-
aged to attend End Vio-
lence Together rally and
march, 1 p.m., West
Market Square, down-
town Bangor. 942-9343
or larryd @ myfairpoint.
net.

BAR HARBOR — Make
3-D paper German stars
with paper artist Sherry
Rasmussen during Aca-
dia Night Sky Festival,
9-10:30 a.m. Friday,
Sept. 23, Art on West
Gallery: Studio Upstairs,
78 West St. Suggested

$10 donation to support
the festival. Space limit-
ed to 10. Register at 288-
4229,

BELFAST — Midcoast
Actors’ Studio production
of “Arms and the Man,” 7
p-m. Fridays and Satur-
days; 2 p.m. Sundays,
through Sept. 18, Troy
Howard Stage, 173 Lin-
colnville Ave. Tickets
$15, $10 students and
seniors. 370-7592.

BELFAST — Belfast Chap-
ter 1434 of the Experi-
mental Aircraft Associa-
tion second annual Air-
port Open House and
Lobster Fly In, 7:30 a.m.-
3 p.m. Saturday, Sept.
17, Belfast Municipal Air-
port on Wright Brothers
Drive. Rain date Sunday,
Sept. 18. Breakfast, 7:30-
10 a.m. Eggs, pancakes,
bacon, juice, coffee, $7.
Food trucks on hand.
Free admission.

BREWER — Bangor Sin-
gles Club dances, 8
p.m.-midnight Fridays,
Brewer Eagles Club, 22
Atlantic Ave.: Frye
Mountain, Sept. 16; Buf-
falo Creek; Sept. 23;
New Society, Sept. 30.
Marilyn, 827-5751.

BREWER — Bangor Area
Homeless Shelter annu-
al meeting and celebra-
tion, 5:30-7 p.m. Tues-
day, Sept. 20, Eagles
Club, 22 Atlantic Ave.
Recognition of donors,
volunteers and staff.
Hors d’oeuvres and din-
ner. Music by Brian
Catell. RSVPs required
by Thursday, Sept. 15.
info@bangorshelter.org
or 947-6018.

BRUNSWICK — World
music and dance from
the Balkans, Israel,
Western Europe and
around the globe, 6:30-9
p.m. Fridays, Sept. 16,
23 and 30, People Plus,
35 Union St. Many danc-
es are taught. No part-
ner needed. $5. 200-
7577, brennan.mk @
gmail.com or folkdance-
brunswick.com.

DEXTER — Maine High-
lands Senior Center and
Thriving in Place Collab-
orative free fall risk
screening, 2-4 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 22, Dex-
ter Family Practice. 924-
7349.

DOVER-FOXCROFT —
Maine Highlands Senior
Center and Thriving in
Place Collaborative free
fall risk screening, 10
a.m.-noon Friday, Sept.
23, Dover-Foxcroft Con-
gregational Church,
Monument Square. 564-
2872.

MILLINOCKET — Ninth

annual Trails End Festi-
val, 5-8 p.m. Friday,
Sept. 16; 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 17; 8:30
a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday,
Sept. 18. Free music by
The Mallet Brothers
Band, Chris Ross and
the North, Rob Boyle
and Johnny Henry,
Woodstone, Everett
Dumas and more. Chili
cookoff, pie auction, hik-
ing events, water activi-
ties, food vendors, art-
ist’s paint out, “All Trails
Lead to Katahdin
Parade,” rubber duckie
race, 5K Fun Run/Walk,
Saturday night dance at
Elks Club with Baxter
Beer Co. trailsendfesti-
val.org or Trails End
Festival on Facebook.

NEWBURGH — New-
burgh Day, 4 p.m.-dusk,
Saturday, Sept. 17, New-
burgh town office. Free
admission. Games, kids
craft area, make your
own sundaes, barbecue.
Bring your decorated
bike for the bike parade.
Fireworks at dusk.

NEWPORT — Talk and
book signing by Maine
author Dean Bennett on
“Ghost Buck — The
Legacy of One Man’s
Family and its Hunting
Traditions,” 11 a.m.-12:30
p.m. Saturday, Sept. 17,
Newport Cultural Center,
154 Main St. Free.
Books for sale and sign-
ing and free refresh-
ments.

OAKFIELD — 25th anni-
versary celebration, 10
a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday,
Sept. 17, Oakfield Rail-
road Museum, Station
Street. Bangor & Aroos-
took Railroad retirees
will be recognized.
Entertainment. Lunch
available. 267-5882.

PALERMO — Semi-annual
soup and pie social fun-
draiser, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 17, Pal-
ermo Community
Library, 2789 Route 3.
$2.50 for bowl of home-
made soup, $2.50 for
slice of pie, free to chil-
dren 5 and under. Whole
pies, $15. 993-6088, pal-
ermo @ palermo.lib.me.
us or palermo.lib.me.us.

ROCKLAND — Maine
Trivia Night with Bill
Green of WCSH 6, 7
p-m. Saturday, Sept. 17,
American Legion Hall,
335 Limerock St., to ben-
efit L.I.F.E. Ministry, non-
profit ministry that sup-
ports men coming out of
jail and prison with hous-
ing and a discipleship
program. Maine trivia,
snacks, raffle drawing,
two live auction items, a
door prize and more.
Buy a table for eight
friends, colleagues,

parishioners for $150 by
calling 542-4419 by Fri-
day, Sept. 16.

SEAL COVE — Cars and
Coffee, featuring vehi-
cles from Coast Guard,
National Guard and
other military vehicles, 9
a.m.-noon Thursday,
Sept. 15, Seal Cove
Auto Museum, 1414
Tremont Road. Open to
all, with or without their
own antique or vintage
automobile. Show off
special cars, kick tires,
peer under hoods, enjoy
coffee with fellow car
lovers. 244-9242 or
hrowan @ sealcoveauto-

museum.org.

SURRY — “Classical After-
noon” with Deborah
Riley, Alan Wittenberg,
and Sheldon Bisberg, 4
p-m. Sunday, Sept. 18,
Surry Arts at the Barn, 8
Cross Road. $15. 667-
1308 or surryartsatthe-
barn.com.

UNITY — Hudson Valley-
based band Spuyten
Duyvil, 7 p.m. Friday,
Sept. 16, Unity College
Center for the Perform-
ing Arts, 42 Depot St.
Tickets $15. spuyten-
duyvilmusic.com and
uccpa.unity.edu/.

Thursday prime time

WINTERPORT — Com-
munity dinner, 4:30-6:30
p.m. Saturday, Sept. 24,
Leroy H. Smith School,
319 South Main St.
Pulled barbecue chicken
sandwiches with side
dishes, drinks and des-
sert. $5, free to children
5 and under. Proceeds
will help pay for new
floor at Victoria Grant
Civic Center. 370-1815 or
gregd @ winterportrec.
org.

For a complete listing of
calendar items or to submit
your event, visit www.ban-
gordailynews.com.
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