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OBITUARIES

Things to Do

BANGOR — Bangor His-
torical Society’s Mount
Hope Cemetery tour,
5:30 p.m. Thursday,
Sept. 29. Meet at the
cemetery on State Street
near superintendent’s
office. $10. Tickets avail-
able from tour guide,
942-1900 or bangorhis-
toricalsociety.org.

BANGOR — Eastern
Maine Community Col-
lege Fall Art Show “C’est
La Vie” featuring oil
paintings by Maine artist
Kathi Smith, through
Dec. 1, John Rohman
Art Gallery, EMCC
Library, 354 Hogan
Road. Artist reception
and fall show launch, 5-6
p-m. Thursday, Sept. 29.

BANGOR — Civil War re-
enactor David Leissner,

15th Alabama, “Maine
and the Confederacy,” 6
p.m. Thursday, Sept. 29,
Isaac Farrar Mansion,
166 Union St.

BANGOR — Penobscot
Theatre Company will
present “The Grand Tour
— A Celebration of the
Music of George Jones,”
7:30 p.m. Saturday, Oct.
1; 3 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 2,
Bangor Opera House,
131 Main St. 942-3333
or penobscottheatre.org.

BREWER — New Renais-
sance Singers, nonaudi-
tion community choir,
seeking participants for
grand finale of 25th anni-
versary celebration.
Rehearsals, 6:30-8:30
p.m. Tuesdays, First
Congregational Church,
35 Church St. nrsingers.
com/membership.

HAMPDEN — Le-Vi

Rounders Square
Dance Club square
dance lessons, 6-8 p.m.
Mondays, through Oct.
3, Kiwanis Civic Center.
$5 per person; singles
welcome. Sue and Wes,
327-2141.

BRUNSWICK — Maine
State Music Theatre
costume sale, 9 a.m.-1
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 1,
rehearsal hall at 22 EIm
St. Ball gowns, shoes,
hats, fabrics, modern
clothing, historical repli-
cas, masks, accesso-
ries, men’s wear, vin-
tage clothing, furs, chil-
dren’s costumes, and
more. Proceeds benefit
Maine State Music The-
ater. 208-8950 or msmt.
org.

For a complete listing of
calendar items or to submit
your event, visit www.ban-
gordailynews.com.

Soap
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chauffeur. Byram felt
stretched thin, and when she
became her mother’s main
caregiver, she knew she need-
ed a way to stop working out-
side her home.

“I sat down and made a list
of the things I knew I wanted
in a business,” she said. “I
wanted something that in-
volved creativity and flexibil-
ity. I wanted something that I
could sell retail or wholesale. I
wanted something with a low
price point.”

Soap fit the bill, she decid-
ed, and she launched into re-
search. She went to the li-
brary and read everything
she could on soap-making and
then contacted a Winterport
homesteader she had met

through the Hampden Farm-
ers’ Market, Betty Hauger,
who knew how to make soap.

“I was a little scared. Lye,
which is used in soap-making,
is scary stuff,” Byram said.

But Hauger helped her to
get the hang of the process,
and Byram liked it. By 2013,
she officially started her
company, after making lots
of trial batches and tweak-
ing her recipes until they
were just right. Her cold-
processed soaps are all plant
based and are made with
olive oil, coconut oil and or-
ganic, sustainably sourced
palm oil. They are colored
with natural clays, scented
with essential oils and were
sold at first through her
shop on the online retailer
Etsy.com.

As the business grew,
Byram expanded to her own
website and also to retail

stores including Good Soul in
Bangor, Tiller and Rye in
Brewer, Kot in Ellsworth,
Good Supply in Pemaquid
and the Green Store in Bel-
fast.

It’s still a one-woman show,
and she wants to keep it that
way. But she is busy all year
making, curing, shipping and
selling thousands of bars of
her soaps.

Sometimes the business
surprises her — such as when
she has received emails from
would-be customers who won-
der how, exactly, bar soap
works — but mostly it is ex-
actly what she wants to do
and where she wants to do it.

“My mission statement for
farming and my soap busi-
ness has remained the same,”
Byram said. “Just to educate
people on self-care and using
more natural products and
trying to simplify our lives.”

Craft
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of years. It’s ancient, but my
designs are contemporary,”
he said of his steel restora-
tion work, which includes
railings and gates.

The shop is located next to
a house he built himself, giv-
ing people a window into the
life. Watch him turn steel

into objects over hot coals.
“I'm very interested in shar-
ing my love and enthusiasm
with people. I'm a master
craftsman. I don’t want to see
it disappear.”

If it sounds like an adven-
ture, it is. Wear sensible
shoes.

“The idea of people travel-
ing down dirt roads they’ve
never gone down before to
see crafters working in stu-
dios, meeting people seeing

Monday prime time

people garden, getting to
know the life of craft artist,”
Bliss said, is the idea.

“I love it. Every year I go
to a different region,” Bliss
said. “One year I went to
Harpswell, where I had
never visited. The residual
effects are getting to know a
new area of Maine.”

For more information

on the free event, visit
mainecraftweekend.org.
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DAVID R. HAZEN

HAMLIN - David Hazen,
63, of Dedham, formerly of
Lake Ariel, PA, died Friday,
August 26th, 2016, from
injuries suffered in a tragic
motorcycle accident.

David was a free spirit
who never met a stranger.
His passion was cruising on
his Harley-Davidson motor-
cycle. He loved building
decks, working on his prop-
erty, boating and sitting in
the gardens just sharing the
day.

David was the son of
Dorothy Hazen and the late
Raymond Hazen of Lake
Ariel, PA. He graduated from
Lake Consolidated High
School and West Chester
State University. David had
been employed in retail
management his entire life.

He is survived by his wife,
Virginia Kinney-Hazen of
Dedham; two brothers, Gary
Hazen and wife, Lillian of
Lake Ariel, PA, and Daniel
Hazen and wife, Lu of Sugar-
land, Texas, as well as many
cousins, nieces and
nephews.

There will be a celebration
of his life and spreading of
ashes at his Green Lake
home summer of 2017.

BARBARA L. NISBETT

LINCOLN AND EAST
MILLINOCKET - Barbara L.
Nisbett, 91, passed away
September 25, 2016, at Colo-
nial Health Care in Lincoln,
where she had resided for
the last nine years. She was
the daughter of Horace and
Hazel (Ellis) Nisbett.

Barbara graduated from
Schenck High School and
lived most of her life in East
Millinocket. In years past,
Barbara had sold greeting
cards to family and friends.
She also had worked at a lo-
cal laundromat. Barbara was
a great lover of nature, and
spent many hours photo-
graphing flowers, pond
lilies, plants and flowers
found in the woods and
countryside. The flower gar-
dens that Barbara and her
mother had every summer
were a work of beauty and
greatly admired by the many
people who came to see
them.

Barbara was predeceased
by her parents and three
brothers, Robert, Maurice
and Edwin. She is survived
by her brother, Don; and sis-
ter, Helen Federico. She is al-
so survived by several
nieces and nephews.

A graveside service will
be held at 10 a.m. Friday at
East Millinocket Cemetery,
with the Rev. Bruce Siket
officiating. Arrangements
with Clay Funeral Home,
7 Lee Road, Lincoln.

Condolences may

expressed at
www.clayfuneralhome.com.
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CONSTANCE (SIMPSON)
ELDRIDGE

HERMON - Constance
Ann (Simpson) Eldridge, 69,
passed away peacefully after
a long illness on September
23, 2016, at her Hermon
home with her husband by
her side. Connie was born in
Bangor on March 7, 1947, to
Cynthia E. (Ryan) Simpson
and Robert J. Simpson Sr.

Connie was a 1965 gradu-
ate of Bangor High School.
She met her soul mate,
Stephen G. Eldridge, in 1967,
and was married June 14,
1969. Connie was employed
for 12 years by New England
Telephone. She left the
phone company to become
a full-time wife and mother.

Connie was a loving wife,
daughter, mother, grand-
mother, sister, aunt, and
friend. She had a love for
life, family, pets, Christmas
and all holidays in general.

She is survived by her
husband of 47 vyears,
Stephen G. Eldridge; her
son, Timothy Eldridge and
wife, Wendy of Carmel; her
daughter, Heather (Eldridge)

Runnells and husband,
Nathan of Clifton; her
daughter, Misty (Eldridge)

Wyman and partner, Daniel
Viles of Pittsfield; her grand-
children, Kyle Wyman of
Bangor, Kaitlyn and Kassidy
Wyman of Pittsfield, Shelby
and Ellie Runnells of Clifton,
Brandon and CaSandra La-
Plante of Carmel; her great-
grandchild to be born in De-
cember; her sisters-in-law,
Doris "Dory" Simpson and
Margaret Simpson; her
nieces, Lisa Lovely, Bobbi
Cochrane, Angie Arbo, and
Amy Judson; nephews, Don-
ald Cochrane and Donald
"Skip" Simpson; as well as
many other great-nieces and
great-nephews. In addition
to her parents, Connie was
predeceased by a sister, Eliz-
abeth "Betty Ann" Cochrane;
two brothers, Robert J.
Simpson Jr. and Donald J.
Simpson; and a niece, Laurie
Lynn Cochrane.

There will be a celebration
of life at her son's house at a
future date to be announced.
Those who wish to remem-
ber Constance in a special
way may make gifts in her
memory to the Bangor Hu-
mane Society, 693 Mt. Hope
Ave, Bangor, ME 04401.

Condolences to the family

may be expressed at
www.BrookingsSmith.com

JAMES ALBERT
WALLACE OLIVER

COLUMBIA FALLS -
James Albert Wallace Oliver,
age 32, passed away unex-
pectedly on Monday,
September 19, 2016. He was
born on June 22, 1984, in
Ellsworth, the first born of
Patrick Oliver and Florence
(Wallace) Oliver of Columbia
Falls.

James graduated from
Narraguagus High School.
He was referred to as a "peo-
ple person" and even a
"Ladies' man". He spent time
on Facebook and he never
met a stranger. Socializing
was his thing. However,
what he enjoyed the most
was his family. James loved
his family very much. They
took many family vacations,
drove to Las Vegas and even
traveled together for 28
days. Lots of wonderful
memories were made.

James' hobbies were col-
lecting trains and Match-
box's. James was a skilled
mechanic and worked sever-
al hours on vehicles of his
own. He enjoyed hanging
out with his dad, Patrick,
whether it was just having a
cup of coffee or at work at
County Concrete. Other em-
ployment included construc-
tion jobs, flagging,
Wyman's, and Jaspers.
James will be dearly missed
by his family.

Survivors include his fa-
ther and mother, Patrick
Oliver and Florence (Wal-
lace) Oliver of Columbia
Falls; his very special sister,
Jamie Oliver of Columbia
Falls; his special Aunt Laura,
and several dear aunts, un-
cles, and cousins.

He was predeceased by
his beloved grandparents,
Morton B. Oliver, Elaine
Look Oliver Ouellette, Alfred
Ouellette, Ernest A. Phillips,
Marie Phillips, James Albert
Wallace, and Mary Phinney
Wallace; and his favorite
Uncle "Booga".

James' memorial service
is scheduled for 2pm Friday,
September 30, 2016, at the
United Methodist Church, off
Rt. 1 in Columbia. Family
and friends are invited to at-
tend the celebration of life
reception downstairs at the
church and the graveside
service at Mailey Hill Ceme-
tery on Station Road in
Columbia. Arrangements
entrusted to Bragdon-Kelley
Funeral Home in Milbridge,
ME.

Online condolences may

be shared at
www.bragdonkelley.com

More obituaries on Pages C4-5
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brewing co

Join us September 19-30

15 Hardy Street, Brewer ® 207-989-6300 ® masonsbrewingcompany.com
Monday-Sunday ® 10:30 a.m. t0 10:30 p.m.

GET CREATIVE
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facebook.com/bangordailynews




