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Lost in a hurricane—‘They that go down to the sea in ships’

As I write this, the
Coast Guard has
called off the search
for survivors of the

El Faro, a cargo ship which
was lost at sea on Oct. 1 dur-
ing Hurricane Joaquin in the
Bahamas. Among the 33 crew
members are five Maine
Maritime Academy gradu-
ates: Capt.
Michael Da-
vidson of
Windham,
Dylan Mel-
kin of Rock-
land, Dani-
elle Ran-
dolph of
Rockland,
Michael Hol-
land of Wil-
ton and
Mitchell Ku-
flik of Brooklyn, New York.

Maine is one of the states
that has several memorials to
lost fishermen in coastal
towns, including Rockland,
Eastport, Boothbay Harbor,
York, Stonington, Bar Har-
bor, Tremont and Port Clyde,
as well as the New Bruns-
wick island of Grand Manan.
Here in Bangor, the USS
Maine Monument at Daven-
port Park is the site of the an-
nual memorial to those
whose lives were lost in Feb-
ruary 1898 during the Span-
ish-American War in Havana
Harbor.

But the first one I ever saw
was the Fisherman’s Memo-
rial in Gloucester, Massachu-
setts, the sculpture of a fish-

erman in oil slicks standing
at the wheel, a monument lo-
cated on Stacy Boulevard
overlooking the waterfront in
the Essex County city. The
memorial was erected on the
city’s 300th anniversary in
1923, and its base is inscribed
with part of a verse from
Psalm 107: “They that go
down to the sea in ships.”

I was interested to find out
that the city of Gloucester ac-
tually has an online database
of those lost at sea — from
commercial fishermen over
the seasons to individuals
who have drowned.

Among those in the data-
base is my ancestor Thomas
Wharfe, a fisherman who
was lost with the whole crew
of a ship at the Grand Banks
in 1753. Daughter Dorcas was
just 10 when her dad died.

Anyone who is descended
from one of the three Bennett
brothers who helped settle
Guilford in 1806-1807 — Isaac,
John and Nathaniel Bennett
— can claim descent from
fisherman Thomas Wharfe
through Dorcas, who mar-
ried the trio’s father, Sgt.
Isaac Bennett in 1754. I have
two lines of descent from son
Isaac and Margaret (Noble)
Bennett, one from David Ben-
nett and wife Lucy (Clark),
and one from Prosper Ben-
nett and wife Mary (Comins).

You can find Gloucester’s
Lost at Sea webpage at
gloucester-ma.gov/index.
aspx?NID=74. In just one
storm in 1879, 29 ships were

lost and 249 people died.
The city website also has

listings for births, 1850-1873;
marriages, 1849-1869; and
deaths, 1838-1883. For earlier
records, see these volumes at
Bangor Public Library and
Maine State Library, among
others: “Massachusetts Vital
Records Transcripts to 1850:
Gloucester 1641-1849,” three
volumes, births, marriages
and deaths, the latter which
includes mention of many
who were lost at sea.

Jesse Salisbury is the
sculptor of the Lost Fisher-
men’s Memorial, a monu-
ment underway in Lubec
which will have inscribed
names of those lost at sea
from Washington County
and from Charlotte County,
New Brunswick.

The association which is
raising money for the project
has a website at www.lost-
fishermensmenorial.com.
The verse on the homepage is
from Virgil: “No day shall
erase you from the memorial
of time.”

Kittery has a Shipyard
Workers’ Memorial, and
South Portland has a Coast
Artillery Corps Memorial.
There is a Submariners
Force Museum in Groton,
Connecticut, and a Fisher-
men’s Memorial at Narragan-
sett, Rhode Island.

Many of us, I think, are
unaware of how many fisher-
men and lobstermen are lost
at sea each year, possibly be-
cause many of those lost are

individual deaths that don’t
garner the same publicity as
a cargo ship of 33 lost in a
hurricane. Their family and
friends know, of course. Con-
sider this: between March
2003 and January 2004, eight
were lost at sea in less than a
year. From January 2000 to
June 8, 2001, 10 were lost in
accidents involving 10 ves-
sels.

You also may not realize
that merchant mariners who
served in wars were not rec-
ognized as veterans until
1988.

On the Maine Maritime
Academy campus in Castine,
a monument erected by the
Down East Chapter of Ameri-
can Merchant Marine Veter-
ans pays tribute to the 6,895
merchant mariners and 1,810
naval guard members killed
in World War II — including
60 from Maine Maritime
Academy.

Inscribed on the memorial
are the words: “The sea
washed over them and they
were gone … We shall not
forget them.”

For information on re-
searching family history in
Maine, see Genealogy
Resources under Family
Ties at bangordailynews.
com/browse/family-ties.
Send genealogy queries to
Family Ties, Bangor Daily
News, P.O. Box 1329,
Bangor 04402, or email
familyti@bangordailynews.
com.
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BANGOR — NALS of
Northeast Maine meet-
ing with guest speaker
Bangor police Sgt. Tim
Cotton with the Duck of
Justice, 5:30 p.m. Tues-
day, Oct. 13, Black Bear
Room, Seasons Restau-
rant, 427 Main St. Open
to legal support profes-
sionals and others work-
ing in law-related fields.

To RSVP, call Vicky
Neale at 947-6915 or
email vneale@vbk.com.

BANGOR— ARTober, a
citywide celebration of
arts and culture in Bangor,
through Oct. 31. More
than 80 events planned in
30 venues across the city,
from galleries and muse-
ums featuring visual art-
ists to musical perfor-
mances, educational
workshops, film screen-

ings, lectures, walking
tours, dance performanc-
es and more. Venues
include the University of
Maine Museum of Art,
Bangor Opera House,
Bangor Public Library,
public parks and a num-
ber of local businesses.
ARTober guide available

at City Hall, Greater Ban-
gor Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau, Bangor Pub-
lic Library and downtown
businesses.

Things to Do

For a complete listing of
calendar items or to submit
your event, visit www.ban-
gordailynews.com.

MARTHA G. WHITENER

LONG ISLAND - Martha
Gabrielle Whitener (nee
Flanagan) 63, died at home
on her beloved Long Island
in Casco Bay after a long ill-
ness. Born in Bangor the
fourth child of Thomas S.
and Constance M. Flanagan,
she enjoyed a happy child-
hood in Hampden, Maine
before moving to Portland.

She graduated from Deer-
ing High School where she
had been active in student
life and sports and particu-
larly enjoyed the Latin class-
es and trip to Rome with
Miss Cowan. She went on to
study design at Stevens Col-
lege and graduated from U
Maine Orono with a degree
in Psychology in 1974. De-
sign remained central to
Martha, and she began work
as a self-employed jeweler
while in St. Croix the Virgin
Islands. She carried this
work with her on her travels
through the West, Europe,
and Mexico and moves
around the country before
ultimately settling on Long
Island with her two boys.
Known by many for her
beautiful hand-wrought ster-
ling jewelry, she was a kind

A. KENNETH POTTER

ELLSWORTH - A. Kenneth
Potter, 91, died October 9,
2015 in Ellsworth. He was
born, April 17, 1924 in Ab-
bott, ME., the son of Del-
mont C. and Helen (Perkins)
Potter.

Ken was a member of Ly-
gonia Lodge AMFM #40, the
American Legion and the In-
dian River Radio Control
Club. He was the owner of
Potter's Jewelry Store in
Bucksport and Ellsworth for
many years. Ken and Sylvia
enjoyed many years winter-
ing in Florida.

Ken is survived by his
three daughters: MaryHelen
and her husband, Robert E.

GILBERTA M. SPINNEY

WINTERPORT AND DAN-
FORTH - Gilberta M. Spin-
ney, 90, wife of the late Bur-
ton Spinney, passed away
October 9, 2015, at a Bangor
healthcare facility. She was
born December 9, 1924, in
Bancroft, the daughter of
Forrest and Eleanor (Thomp-
son) Irish.

Gilberta loved to knit, cro-
chet and make quilts.

Her family would like to
express special sincere ap-
preciation to Helena, without
whose assistance the last 19
days would have been im-
possible.

She is survived by a
daughter, Peggy Sisson and
very special son-in-law,
Charles Sisson, of Winter-

MARIE THELMA

ANDERSON

CARIBOU - Marie Thelma
Anderson, 88, passed away
at her home, Saturday, Octo-
ber 10, 2015 with her family
by her side. She was born in
Caribou on December 27,
1926, the daughter of Ernest
and Clara (Lizzotte) Cham-
berlain.

Marie was an active mem-
ber of the Holy Rosary
Catholic Church, the VFW
Auxiliary and the American
Legion Auxiliary.

Marie is survived by her
children, Brenda and Bill
Beal of Orrington, and their
children Matthew and An-
ders, Greg and Betheny An-
derson of Caribou, Bonnie
Singletary Anderson of
Rome, NY and her daugh-
ters Sarah, Melanie and
Amy, David and Sara Ander-
son of New Sweden, and
Kevin and Jennifer Ander-
son of Charlotte, NC, and
their daughter Gwen. She

BRUCE E. LINDBERG

HAMPDEN - Bruce E.
Lindberg-63 lost his battle
with lung cancer on October
8, 2015 at Eastern Maine
Medical Center surrounded
by his family and friends.
He was born October 30,
1951 in Rumford, Maine the
son of Virginia (Glover) Lind-
berg and D. Leonard Lind-
berg.

Bruce grew up attending
Mexico High School and
graduated in 1970. He later
attended both the University
of Maine Farmington for sec-
ondary education as well as
University of Maine for his
Masters Degree in Adminis-
tration and Educational lead-
ership. Bruce served in mul-
tiple positions at many dif-
f e r e n t h i g h s ch oo l s
throughout Maine, Col-
orado, and the world; includ-
ing English teacher, basket-
ball coach, athletic director,
asst. principal, principal, and
headmaster. He had a love
for education and a great
passion for mentoring
young people, both in the
US and beyond. He was
able to share this with oth-
ers as he opened Interna-
tional Schools in China,
South Korea, and the Philip-
pines. As well as education,
Bruce's life long passion was
Basketball, both as a player,
coach and fan.

JEANNE D. FLANNERY

ORLAND - Jeanne D. Flan-
nery, 78, died Friday October
9, 2015 after a long illness
with her loving family by her
side at Blue Hill Memorial
Hospital. She was born in
Orland on March 221, 1937
to Arthur and B. Opal (Roi)
Snowman.

She enjoyed traveling,
camping, snowmobiling,
crocheting afghans for fami-
ly, playing the piano and
playing Phase 10 with her
grandchildren.

She is survived by her
loving family, her husband
Edward H. Flannery, son
Scotte Flannery and his part-
ner Mary, daughter; Michelle
Richards and her husband
Wayne, grandchildren; Jana
Grant and her husband Ja-
son and their children Eli
and Finn, Jill Richards and

JEANNINE M. FORTIN

CARIBOU - Jeannine M.
Fortin, 79, wife of the late
Louis Fortin passed away
October 11, 2015 at Caribou.
She was born in Lille March
15, 1936 the daughter of the
late Damas and Melvina
(Vaillancourt) Godin.

Mrs. Fortin was a member
of the Holy Rosary Catholic
Church and on June 24, 1957,
she married the love of her

Bruce is survived by his
two children: David Lind-
berg and his wife Tina of
Lynn, MA and Hope High
and her husband John of
Ellsworth, ME as well as
their mother Wendy Lind-
berg of Scarborough, ME;
his grandchildren, who are
very precious to him; Gavin
Lindberg, Grace, Shelby, and
Brittany High; his mother Vir-
ginia Lindberg of Mexico,
sisters Jennifer Lepage and
husband Michael of Mexico
and Debbie Mayo and her
husband Jim of Weld, and
his nieces and nephews.
Bruce cherished his relation-
ship with his cousins, aunts,
uncles and extended family.
He was lucky enough to
spend the later part of his
life with his partner Mar-
garet Gross and her family.
He developed long lasting
relationships throughout his
life and has taken pride in
these friendships with peo-
ple from around the country
and world. Bruce lived a
very full life with no regrets.

A Celebration of Life will
be held on Saturday October
24, 2015 from 2-5 PM at the
Meader & Son Funeral
Home 3 Franklin St., Rum-
ford, ME. In lieu of flowers
and gifts, the family would
like to have donations direct-
ed to Cancer Care of Maine,
33 Whiting Hill Road #21,
Brewer, ME 04412 where he
received top notch care from
his doctors, nurses and oth-
er staff, or to Sarah's House
of Maine, 345 Main Road,
Holden, ME 04429 who pro-
vides housing for those bat-
tling cancer.

Friends and family are in-
vited to sign the online
guest book, and to share
memories and photos with
the family at

www.meaderandson.com.

soul with strong opinions
who looked out for others.
All were welcome to her
house, especially her yard,
on Beach Avenue for quasi-
annual events such as Cro-
quet parties and pig roasts.
When people asked about
parties, she would reply,
"Why have a big yard if
you're not going to fill it
with people?"

Martha's pride in her sons
was boundless. Sam and
Zach were central to her life
and sources of amusement
and occasional consterna-
tion. But she was also proud
of many of their friends and
mothered them in her
Martha way, also calling
them her sons. Her intelli-
gence, wit, and appreciation
of fine things and beauty
were with her throughout
her life.

She was predeceased by
her parents and leaves sev-
en siblings: David Flanagan,
Terrence Flanagan, Paula Do-
brow, Nora Flanagan, Peter
Flanagan, Lisa Flanagan and
Mark Flanagan. Her son
Samuel Whitener, his wife
April and their daughter Co-
ra, and her son Zach "Buoy"
Whitener are now without
their mother and grand-
mother. Many nieces and
nephews are without their
aunt.

A memorial service will
be held at the VFW Hall on
Long Island on Saturday, Oc-
tober 24th at 12:30. In lieu of
flowers, the family asks that
donations are made to: The
Changing Tide Foundation,
772 Island Ave., Long Island,
ME 04050.

Arrangements made by
Hobbs Funeral Home, South
Portland.

port; four sisters, Betty Bar-
to, of Florida, Maxine Olm-
stead, of North Carolina,
Dorothy Manor, of New York,
and Sally Michlette, of
Maine; a son-in-law, Lester
Day, of Danforth; three
grandchildren, Tracy Day-
Kemper, and Robert, of Okla-
homa, Larry Day and Kim, of
Kenduskeag and Charles
Sisson and Martha, of Win-
terport; nine great-grandchil-
dren, Devin Kemper, Patricia,
Travis and Taylor Sisson,
Alyssa Day, Amanda Wal-
lace, Jennifer Ramsey and
Zac and Vanessa Conners;
one great-great-grandson,
Dominick Sisson. In addition
to her husband, Burton, she
was predeceased by two
daughters, Patricia Day and
Sheila Spinney; three broth-
ers, Fred, Franklin and Curtis
Irish; and one sister, Larene
Spinney.

Graveside services will be
held 2 p.m. Sunday, October
18, at Danforth Hilltop Ceme-
tery with the Rev. Peter Gre-
nier officiating. In lieu of
flowers, donations may be
made to the Patsy Day
Scholarship Fund, c/o Lester
Day, 227 Baker Ridge Rd.,
Danforth, ME 04424. Condo-
lences may be left at

www.clayfuneralhome.com

and her husband, ober
Davis of Ellsworth, Carol and
her husband, James DeWitt
Jr. of Ellsworth and Geral-
dine and her husband, John
L. Chipman Sr., of Birch Har-
bor. One brother, Irving Pot-
ter, nine grandchildren; 14
great-grandchildren, seven
great-great grandchildren,
many nieces, nephews and
special friend, Pauline
Wright.

He was predeceased by
his wife, Sylvia (Barron) Pot-
ter, one grandson, Robert T.
Davis, one great-grandson
and one great-granddaugh-
ter.

Friends are invited to call
1-2PM, Tuesday, October 13,
2015 at Jordan-Fernald, 113
Franklin St., Ellsworth,
where a masonic service will
be held at 2PM, immediately
followed by a funeral service
with Reverend Darlene
Springer officiating. Inter-
ment will be at Ledgelawn
Cemetery, Bar Harbor.

In lieu of flowers, contri-
butions in Ken's memory
may be made to the Mary
Dow Center for Cancer Care,
50 Union Street, Ellsworth,
04605 or to your local SPCA.

Condolences may be ex-
pressed at

www.jordanfernald.com

her partner Scott Landers,
Aaron Flannery and his wife
Brittany and their daughter
Madilyn Jeanne and Andi
Lee Flannery. She is also sur-
vived by her sister; Patricia
Gross and husband Alton,
sisters in law; Charlotte
Snowman, Helen Varnum,
Elizabeth Tweedie and hus-
band Brian, Hildred Emerton
and husband Linwood, Don-
na Flannery and Margot
Flannery, brothers in law; Li-
onel Harvey and Kenneth
Flannery and wife Patricia,
as well as several nieces,
nephews, close friends and
church family.

In addition to her parents,
Jeanne was predeceased by
her step-father Albea Snow-
man, sisters; Molly, Kather-
ine, Margaret, Sandra, broth-
ers; Vincent, Robert and
Douglas, several sisters and
brothers in law, nieces and
nephews.

The family would like to
thank the Hancock County
Homecare and Hospice
Team for their care and sup-
port over the past months.

At Jeanne's request there
will be no funeral services.
Arrangements are under the
direction of Mitchell-Tweedie
Funeral Home and Crema-
tion Services Bucksport.

www.mitchelltweedie-
young.com

daughter
will also be missed by her
siblings, Conrad Chamber-
lain, Ernest Chamberlain,
June Michaud , Ju l i e
Levesque and Arlene Sex-
ton. Marie is also survived
by scores of nieces,
nephews, cousins and life-
long friends.

In addition to her parents,
she was predeceased by her
husband, Andrew Anderson,
her son, Gary Anderson, and
her siblings, Don, Arnold,
and Robert Chamberlain.

Marie loved gardening,
cooking, sewing, her broth-
ers and sisters in law, her lit-
tle dog Blondie, and most
especially, children. She was
a hard working, generous,
and loving woman who will
be sorely missed.

Friends and family may
call from 7-9pm on Wednes-
day, October 14, 2015 at Lan-
caster Morgan Funeral
Home, 11 Clover Street in
Caribou. A Mass of Christian
Burial will be held at 10am
on Thursday, October 15,
2015 at Parish of the Pre-
cious Blood, Holy Rosary
Catholic Church in Caribou.
Interment will follow at the
New Sweden Cemetery. A
reception will be held after
the interment at the Caribou
VFW. Her family would like
to thank Hospice of Aroost-
ook and VNA for the many
kindnesses shown during
Marie's illness.Memories
and condolences may be
shared at

www.lancastermorgan.com

life, Louis Fortin and they
enjoyed nearly 57 wonderful
years of marriage until his
passing June 20, 2014.

She is survived by her
son, Louis Fortin Jr. and his
wife Crystle Bell of Kenneb-
unkport. One brother Ar-
mand Godin and one sister
Debbie Chabre both of Cari-
bou. Her special grandchil-
dren; Joshua, Jill and Jon
Fortin and her beautiful
great granddaughter Trinnity
Hall. Several nieces and
nephews.

Friends may call at the
Mockler Funeral Home 24
Reservoir Street Caribou
10:00 am Friday October 16,
2015 until time of services. A
Mass of Christian Burial will
be celebrated 11:00 am from
the Parish of the Precious
Blood, Holy Rosary Catholic
Church. Interment will be in
the New Holy Rosary Ceme-
tery.
www.mocklerfuneralhome.com
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