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EVENTS

Things to Do

BANGOR — Celebration
of area playwrights’
work in the fall Bangor
Adult Education play-
writing workshop,
6-7:30 p.m. Monday,
Nov. 30, Bangor High
School auditorium, 885
Broadway. Playwrights
Jim AuCoin, Jera Feld-
mus, Marianne Lynch,
Kelly Richardson and
Maria Tijan-Wieck, with
actors Brianne Beck,
Arthur Morrison, Lucy
Morrison, Nathan
Roach, Irene Denis and
Doreen Moody.

BANGOR — Thanksgiving
weekend craft fair, 9
a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday,
Nov. 28, Bangor Elks
Club, 108 Odlin Road.
For information or to
inquire about table rent-
al space, call or text
408-7520.

BANGOR — “Limited Edi-
tion: Maine Printmak-
ers,” 9 a.m.-7 p.m. daily,
through Jan. 31, Boyd
Place Gallery, 21 Boyd
St. 941-2820

BANGOR — “Husson Cre-
ates,” exhibition of art-
work by faculty and
staff, through Dec. 15,
John Rohman Art Gal-
lery, 1 College Circle,
Husson University.

BANGOR — Maine Photo
Project exhibit, “Lum-
bermen and Rusticators:
Maine’s Nineteenth-cen-
tury Transition from Wil-
derness to Vacation-

land,” through Dec. 30,
Bangor Public Library.

BAR HARBOR — Author
Tom St. Germain of Bar
Harbor rereleasing his
guide to Mount Desert
Island’s hiking trails,
“Trails of History,” 7
p.m. Friday, Nov. 27,
Jesup Memorial Library.
288-4245 or kchagnon@
jesuplibrary.org.

BATH — A Motown
Christmas with Pat Col-
well and The Soul Sen-
sations, 7:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, Nov. 28, Choco-
late Church Arts Center.
Advance tickets, $15, or
$18 at the door. info@
chocolatechurcharts.
org.

BLUE HILL — Blue Hill life
drawing group exhibit,
“Drawing from Life,”
during library hours,
through Nov. 28, Britton
Gallery, Blue Hill Public
Library. 374-5515.

BRADLEY — Centerpiece
workshop and sale of
items in the gift shop,
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Friday
through Sunday, Nov.
27-29, Maine Forest and
Logging Museum, Gov-
ernment Road, off
Route 178. Centerpiece
workshop $8, includes
museum admission.
974-6278, sherry@
maineforestandlogging-
museum.org or maine-
forestandloggingmuse-
um.org.

BREWER — Holiday mar-
ketplace and craft fair, 9
a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday,

Nov. 28, Brewer Eagles
Club, 22 Atlantic Ave.
Nancy, 478-9986.

BREWER — Jams at the
Grange, noon-5 p.m.
first and third Sundays,
through May, Old Town
Riverside Grange, 1266
North Main St. in Brew-
er. Open to all levels of
players and to listeners.
Unplugged sthringed
instruments only. Wheel-
chair-accessible. Food
concession. First Sun-
day is Bluegrass Music
Association of Maine
Eastern Jam, $3 associ-
ation members, $5 oth-
ers, Joan Richert, 989-
5848. Third Sunday is
The Grange Bluegrass
Jam, $3, Sandra Moon,
827-3698.

BREWER — Blue Grass
Jam, 6-8 p.m. Tues-
days, Between Friends
Art Center-Next Genera-
tion Theatre, 39 Center
St. Pick or listen. $3.
989-7100, nextgenthe-
atreadvertising@gmail.
com or nextgeneration-
theatre.com.

DOVER-FOXCROFT —
Mallett Brothers Band,
6-8 p.m. Sunday, Nov.
29, Foxcroft Academy.
$10 bleacher seating
and students, $15 chair
seating on gym floor.
Benefits Pine Tree Hos-
pice.

ELLSWORTH — Ellsworth
Elks community Thanks-
giving dinner, 11 a.m.-2
p-m. Thursday, Nov. 26,
Ellsworth Elks Lodge,
317 High St. To donate

funds or food, Don
Clark at 667-2419 or
460-1121. Funds not
needed for the dinner
will go toward Secret
Santa Program of Han-
cock County.

ELLSWORTH — Interna-
tional Folk Dancing,
5:30-7:30 p.m. second
and fourth Mondays,
Moore Community Cen-
ter, 125 State St. Begin-
ners welcome; no part-
ners needed. Dances
taught first hour, fol-
lowed by requests. $6.
460-3408 or esher-
wood1@roadrunner.
com.

FORT KENT — 35th annu-
al Greater Fort Kent
Area Chamber of Com-
merce arts and craft fair,
10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, Nov. 28; 10 a.m.-
4 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 29,
University of Maine at
Fort Kent Sports Center.
$1, free to children 12
and under. Door prizes
awarded. Dona Saucier,
834-5354 or forkent-
chamber@gmail.com.

ORLAND — Christmas
fair, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Sat-
urday, Nov. 28, Orland
United Methodist
Church, 24 Narramissic
Drive. Handmade
crafts, candy and
baked goods, wreaths,
cookie walk and a white
elephant room. Muffins
and beverages avail-
able in the morning.
Luncheon of chowder
and sandwiches at 11
a.m., takeout available.
469-7475.

ROCKLAND — Festival of
Trees silent auction, 10
a.m.-4:30 p.m. Satur-
day, Nov. 28, Rockland
Public Library, 80 Union
St. Limerock Inn, Berry
Inn and the Granite Inn
will be open for free hol-
iday tours. Donation
containers will be avail-
able at each inn. All pro-
ceeds from both events
will go directly to the
support of Rockland
Public Library.

ROCKLAND — The 36th
annual Festival of Lights
craft show, 9 a.m.-3
p.m. Saturday, Nov. 28,
Rockland Elks Lodge,
210 Rankin St., to bene-
fit Pope Memorial
Humane Society. Forty
artists from across the
state of Maine, orna-
ments, jewelry, pottery,
candles, clothing, pet
accessories and more.
Admission $2, children
under 12 free.

ROCKLAND — Second
annual Reindeer Dash,
4-mile road race to ben-
efit Toys for Tots of
Knox, Lincoln and
Waldo counties, 10 a.m.
Sunday, Dec. 13, The
First, 63 Union St.

Register by Sunday, Nov.
29, and receive a T-shirt.
$15 with new
unwrapped toy, $20
without toy. Register at
Active.com, KDK in
Thomaston or email
Trina at 2girlz1boy@
gmail.com. 975-0165.
Toy requests, donations
or to volunteer, rock-
land-me.toysfortots.org.

SEARSPORT — Christmas
craft fair, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 28,
Searsport United Meth-
odist Church, Main
Street. Luncheon avail-
able.

STONINGTON — Annual
Stonington holiday
craft fair, 10 a.m.-2
p.m. Saturday, Nov. 28,
Island Community Cen-
ter, 6 Memorial Lane.
Part of Shop Small
Saturday. More than 40
local crafters, artisans
and vendors. Cookie
decorating for children.
Visit from Santa, Mrs.
Claus and an elf. Free
admission. Bring pet
food or toiletry item to
donate to Island Food
Pantry. Liz Steele, 367-
2351.

WALDOBORO — Flea
market and craft bazaar,
8 a.m.-2 p.m. Sunday,
Nov. 29, VFW Hall, 50
Mill St. Crafts, vendors,
collectibles, sports
memorabilia and more.
Tables available for $15.
Benefits VFW. 380-
3806.

WINTER HARBOR —
Reception for ceramic
artists Anna Woolf and
Neale LaSalle of Clay
With Me Pottery, 5:30
p.m. Friday, Nov. 27,
Hammond Hall, 427
Main St. 963-2569 or
schoodicartsforall.org.

For a complete listing of
calendar items or to submit
your event, visit www.
bangordailynews.com.
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2016, during which time Bec-
ton hopes his work will en-
gage viewers and elicit re-
sponses unique to their life
and experiences.

“I want people to engage
with the pictures on the wall
directly and not give a
thought to whether or not
they’re seeing any particu-
lar thing in it. What they
take away is what they're
meant to take away,” Becton
said. “It’s what they bring to
it.”

Becton’s work also has
been the subject of a book
called “Jeffery Becton: The
Farthest House,” by author
Carl Little, who offers a look
into his journey as an artist.
Published by Tilbury House
on Sept. 21, it includes input
by Dan Mills, director of the
Bates College Museum of
Art, art critic Peter Plagens,
and art writer and novelist
Deborah Weisgal.

Becton, a graduate of Yale
School of Art (now known as
Yale School of Art and Ar-
chitecture) with a master’s
in graphic design, has built
his career from changing
times and technologies with
which his work has evolved
to integrate. This particular
form of digital montage
began with Photoshop, a
tool he uses every day.

When he began using
Photoshop in the early 1990s,
it was a relatively new tech-
nology that came conve-
niently packaged in a floppy
disk, but his draw to artistry
came long before that.

His artistic inclination
began with his mother, who
was an amateur painter and
steered him in the direction
of drawing.

“It was a favorite rainy
day activity when I was a
kid,” Becton said. “I think of

my mother as the person
who cultivated that in me.

“In college I took a couple
of art courses, which really
resonated with me. I
thought, ‘Boy, this is some-
thing I've been missing,”
Becton said. “I was a history
major, and I thought about
majoring in art, but I got
talked out of it more than
once. It was after I graduat-
ed that I began to think seri-
ously that this was more
than a passing fancy.”

He then entered a graphic
design program at a presti-
gious university with little
for a portfolio in hand and
before the time of digital
cameras and digitizing.

“My career has spanned
the transition from film to a
time when photography is
almost entirely digital,”
Becton said. “It left a lot of
people spinning in the wind.
There was a fair amount of
resentment to that period in
regards to what was happen-
ing. There was a lot of resis-
tance from the artists.”

Embracing the change
has led to Becton’s success
and his current exhibit,
which exists because of a
technology he has come to
master, but not before gain-
ing experience in other
forms.

“Part of our program was
to go to the Yale computer
center and learn to set type
on the mainframe. ... I didn’t
even know what software
meant. I just knew that we
had a screen in front of us,”
Becton said.

From there he has met
Mac, personal computers
and laser printers and has
recently undergone a trans-
formation to larger work,
which can be seen at the ex-
hibit at the Bates College
Museum of Art.

“The work is much larger
than any other show I've
done to date. I'm very inter-
ested and excited about

what the increase in scale
does for the work — includ-
ing the old work,” Becton
said.

Becton’s photographs cre-
ate an illusion of realistic,
yet dreamlike spaces. He be-
lieves in printing his own
work and uses images that
are his own, layering, paint-
ing and creating until the
piece matches his mind’s
eye.

He continually tries to
find new ways to describe
his work, but it starts with a
simple image.

“I try to figure out why it
is I like this photograph and
start to change it in ways
that makes me like it more,”
Becton said. “I'm trying to
create something as emo-
tionally engaging as I can ...

I think I’ve been relative-
ly successful in creating
carefully constructed ambi-
guities that allow people to
respond. I start the story
with a lot of question marks,
and they’re able to finish it
emotionally for them-
selves.”

Becton’s process length
varies depending on what
he’s trying to create. He has
worked on some of his piec-
es for more than a year.

“I do not get an idea and
try to make it on the screen
in front of me. I really re-
spond to what’s there al-
ready until I'm satisfied that
something interesting is
happening,” Becton said.
“Sometimes a picture comes
together in a few hours and
sometimes I will work on it
for a year or more before I
feel like it’s substantially
finished. ... You have to
know when to move on, but
sometimes it can take a re-
ally long time.”

Broadly suggestive titles
depend on the viewer to cre-
ate for themselves, and a fo-
cused, sometimes painstak-
ing process leads to Becton’s
otherworldly photos, which
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performed one the most ex-
quisite pieces of classical
music ever written with
healing grace and inspired
elegance. Composed in 1806,
the concerto, in the hands of
the right soloist and orches-
tra as it was Sunday, still
has the power to dazzle an
audience.

Under Richman’s direc-
tion, both the musicians in-
dividually and the orchestra
as a whole have found in
well-known pieces such as
the Schubert and the
Beethoven performed Sun-
day a greater depth than
they’ve offered concertgoers
in the past. Under this mae-
stro’s baton, music has the
power to soothe, illuminate
and heal the world, at least
for a little while.

The whole concert was

dedicated to  Charles
“Chick” Rauch, who served
three terms as the president
of the BSO’s board of direc-
tors. Urioste’s performance
was underwritten by his
wife, Esther Rauch, to cele-
brate his 90th birthday.

The Bangor Symphony
Orchestra will perform
Mahler's “Titan” at 3 p.m.
Jan. 24 at the Collins
Center for the Arts. For in-
formation, call 942-5555
or visit bangorsymphony.
org.

turn Maine into a misty,
multifaceted storybook of
sorts.

As Becton says, the pieces
get “curiouser and curious-
er” the longer you examine
them.

“You follow the rabbit
down the rabbit hole,” he
said.

His work is an experience
for viewers, an instinctual
process for him and a trib-
ute to the process behind
artistic expression.

“Anyone can take a good
picture, but in the hands of a
person who has the vision
and who is going to work on
that vision — the tool is

their instrument and the vi-
sion will come, whether it’s
with a paintbrush or a cam-
era,” Becton said.

“All artists want to con-
tribute something, and they
want their voice to be heard.
... Every human being wants
their voice to be heard, and
they’re very grateful when
they hear they’ve been lis-
tened to,” he said.

Becton’s works of digital
montage can be viewed 10
am. to 5 p.m. Monday
through Saturday and until
7 p.m. Wednesdays during
the academic year at the
Bates College Museum of
Art. The museum will be

Thursday prime time

closed from Nov. 26 until
Nov. 30, but Becton’s photog-
raphy will be on display
until March 26.

"Jeffery Becton: The
Farthest House" is available
at Blue Hill Books and
Courthouse Gallery Fine Art
in Ellsworth. It is available
on Amazon, via Tilbury
House's website and is on
order at Sherman'’s loca-
tions and expected to be in
stock by Friday. For more
information about the ex-
hibit, visit bates.edu/muse-
um/exhibitions/current/
photographs-by-jeffery-bec-
ton/.
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Shop, Stay and Play the Comfort Way
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Valid Every Day Through the Rest of 2015!

Just one block from the Maine Mall Shops ¢ Restaurants.
Over 200 stores including Cabela’s, Christmas Tree Shop, Target & Old Port Shops in Portland.
Only 20 minutes from LL Bean and outlets in Freeport!!!

90 Maine Mall Rd.,
South Portland, ME 04106
Exit 46, Off 1-95 » 207-775-0409
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Rates,
$69 Every Day

With coupons and discounts to
shops and restaurants!
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