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Online records database helps sort out Bulls

Many is the time I've
pored over the individual
volumes of “New Bruns-
wick Vital Statistics from
Newspapers” at Bangor
Public Library, the Univer-
sity of Maine’s Fogler Li-
brary or Maine State Li-
brary in Augusta. The se-
ries was published by the
New Brunswick Genealogi-
cal Society.

Yes, I'm fond of books, but
I certainly appreciate a data-
base that is available to me
by computer. When he died
in 2005, Daniel F. Johnson
already had compiled a data-
base of this information,
and it was his relatives and
others who carried the proj-
ect through and put it on-
line.

We also have the Provin-
cial Archives of New Bruns-
wick to thank for making
the database available at
http://archives.gnb.ca/
APPS/NewspaperVital-
Stats/.

I had used the books some

years ago to fill in a bit of
information on my Steeves
ancestors from Hillsboro
and Saint John, New Bruns-
wick. Recently I decided to
have anoth-
er look for
daughter-in-
law Aman-
da Wilcox
Saucier’s
Wilcox,
Twist and NS

Bull ances- ROXANE
tors. MOORE

We seem
to be stuck SAUCIER

on William

Wilcox,

1809-56, so I'll save him for
when I have more time.

Amanda appears to have
possibly two lines to Bull
ancestry. In one of them,
John Twist, born July 1836,
was married to Mary Bull,
born July 1849.

Mary’s father was Abner
Bull, born Dec. 21, 1811, died
on or about Jan. 16, 1889,
Bull’s Creek, Woodstock,

Carleton Co., New Bruns-
wick. In The Daily Tele-
graph, the notice read “d.
Bull’s Creek (Carleton Co.),
16th inst., Abner Bull, age
78.”

The notice in the Carleton
Sentinel was a bit longer:
“The sudden death of Abner
Bull, Esq., at his residence,
Lower Woodstock, was an-
nounced Wednesday morn.
Mr. Bull was a farmer, was
one of the oldest residents of
the parish.”

Abner’s wife, Frances
(Perley) Bull, died the same
year. She was listed, “d.
Lower Woodstock, 28th July,
Frances E. Bull, relict of
Abner, age 70.” We Kknow
that the term relict, as does
widow, connotes that the
wife outlived the husband.

Here are the simple in-
structions for using the Dan-
iel F. Johnson database of
vital records in New Bruns-
wick newspapers:

Click on Name Index, and
the page that comes up will

ask you to pick the letter of
the alphabet for the sur-
name you want to search —
say, “B” for Bull. Next it will
ask you to fill in the rest of
the name. Fill in “ull” rather
than the whole name. Then
click on “apply filter.” When
the page comes up again,
add the first name if you like
— or browse all available
pages of Bull entries!

You may choose to do an
“index” search, looking for
the name you choose as the
person who is the subject of
the vital record. Or you can
choose to look for the name
anywhere in the text of the
item.

Other resources by Dan-
iel F. Johnson, and the li-
braries where you will find
them are:

— “Passengers to New
Brunswick: The Custom
House Records, 1833, 34, 37 &
38,” MSL and Fogler Li-
brary.

— “The South African
War, 1899-1902: New Bruns-

wick Men at War,” co-au-
thored with Byron E.
O’Leary, Fogler.

— “The St. John County
Alms and Work House Re-
cords, 1843-1850,” MSL, Ban-
gor Public Library and Fo-
gler Library.

— “World War I. Canadi-
ans at War, New Brunswick:
Victoria & Carleton Coun-
ties: Military Biographies of
the Men Who Enlisted in
World War I from the Coun-
ties of Victoria and Car-
leton, New Brunswick, Can-
ada,” MSL and Bangor Pub-
lic Library.

— “The New Brunswick

Census of 1851 for Victoria
County,” MSL.
“Rideouts in New
Brunswick, 1836-1880: as De-
rived from ‘New Brunswick
Newspapers, Vital Statis-
tics,”” co-authored with Ar-
nold E. Palmer, Bangor Pub-
lic Library.

— “The Cedar Hill Exten-
sion Cemetery: Saint John,
N.B., Canada,” MSL.

— “Irish Emigrants &
Their Vessels, Port of St.
John, New Brunswick, Can-
ada, 1841 to 1849,” Bangor
Public Library.

— “Irish Emigration to
New England through the
Port of Saint John, New
Brunswick, Canada, 1841-
1849,” MSL.

— “The New Brunswick
Genealogist,” two volumes,
MSL.

— “New Brunswick Lin-
eages: the Ancestral Charts
of over 250 Researchers Who
Trace their Lineage to New
Brunswick, Canada,” MSL.

For information on re-
searching family history in
Maine, see Genealogy
Resources under Family
Ties at bangordailynews.
com/browse/family-ties.
Send genealogy queries to
Family Ties, Bangor Daily
News, P.O. Box 1329,
Bangor 04402, or email
familyti@bangordailynews.
com.

Things to Do

BANGOR — Celebration of
work of area playwrights
have done this fall in the
Bangor Adult Education
play writing workshop,
6-7:30 p.m. Monday,
Nov. 30, Bangor High
School Auditorium, 885
Broadway. Playwrights
Jim AuCoin, Jera Feld-
mus, Marianne Lynch,
Kelly Richardson and
Maria Tijan-Wieck, with
actors Brianne Beck,
Arthur Morrison, Lucy
Morrison, Nathan Roach,
Irene Denis and Doreen
Moody.

BANGOR — “Limited Edi-
tion: Maine Printmak-
ers,” 9 a.m.-7 p.m. daily,
through Jan. 31, Boyd
Place Gallery, 21 Boyd
St. For more information,
call 941-2820.

BANGOR — “Husson Cre-
ates,” exhibition of art-
work by faculty and
staff, through Dec. 15,
John Rohman Art Gal-
lery, 1 College Circle,
Husson University.

BAR HARBOR — Island
Arts Association 41st
annual Holiday Craft Fair,
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Friday,
Dec. 4; 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 5, Atlan-
tic Oceanside Confer-
ence Center, Route 3.
Free admission. 45 craft-
ers from Mount Desert
Island area. Food sales
to benefit YWCA of
Mount Desert Island. For
more information, email
Benni McMullen at bal-
sampointcrafts@gmail.
com.

BLUE HILL — Brooksville
artist Annie Poole art
exhibit, “Advent Calen-
dars and Winter Works,”
Dec. 1-31, Blue Hill Pub-
lic Library during
December, in the show
“Advent Calendars and
Winter Works.” Opening
reception, 4:30-7 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 3, at the
library. For more infor-
mation, call 374-5515.

BLUE HILL — Annual tree
lighting event, 4-7:30
p.m. Thursday, Dec. 3.
Live steel drum music,
pop up shops, and Santa
and his team of sled
dogs. For children, there
will be cookie decorating,
ornament making and
holiday movie at Congre-
gational Church. Santa
arrives 5:30 p.m. Tree
lighting 6 p.m. on the
town hall lawn. Hot soup
and warm fire. For more
information, call 374-
3242 or email chamber@
bluehillpeninsula.org.

BREWER — Jams at the
Grange, noon-5 p.m.
first and third Sundays,
through May, Old Town
Riverside Grange, 1266
North Main St. in Brewer.
Open to all levels of
players and to listeners.
Unplugged stringed
instruments only. Wheel-
chair-accessible. Food
concession. First Sun-
day is Bluegrass Music
Association of Maine
Eastern Jam, $3 associ-
ation members, $5 oth-
ers. For more informa-
tion, call Joan Richert at

989-5848. Third Sunday
is The Grange Bluegrass
Jam, $3. For more infor-
mation, call Sandra
Moon at 827-3698.

BREWER — Blue Grass
Jam, 6-8 p.m. Tuesdays,
Between Friends Art
Center-Next Generation
Theatre, 39 Center St.
Pick or listen. Cost is $3.
For more information, call
989-7100, email nextgen-
theatreadvertising@gmail.
com or visit nextgenera-
tiontheatre.com.

ELLSWORTH — Interna-
tional Folk Dancing,
5:30-7:30 p.m. second
and fourth Mondays,
Moore Community Cen-
ter, 125 State St. Begin-
ners welcome; no part-
ners needed. Dances
taught first hour, fol-
lowed by requests. Cost
is $6. For more informa-
tion, call 460-3408 or
email esherwood1@
roadrunner.com.

ELLSWORTH — Black
House at Woodlawn
Museum, 19 Black
House Drive, Route 172,
open for tours Dec.
1-28. Public park open
free year-round sunrise
to sunset, with walking
trails, picnic tables and
bathroom. For more
information, contact
Anne Russenberger-
Keefe by emailing
events@woodlawnmuse-
um.org or calling 667-
8671, or visit woodlawn-
museum.org.

FARMINGTON — Open
reception for “Books of
the Ancestors: Immigra-
tion and the Family
Tree,” exhibit showing
resources for genealogi-
cal research, December
through February, Man-
tor Library, University of
Maine Farmington, 116
South St. Opening
reception, 5-6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 1. Free
and open to the public.

PORTLAND — Victoria
Mansion annual Christ-
mas gala, 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 2, at
the mansion, 109 Dan-
forth St. Food, compli-
mentary beer, wine and
other libations. Black tie
optional. Complimentary
parking. Benefits Victoria
Mansion. Cost is $50 per
person. For more infor-
mation, call 772-4841
ext. 101 or visit victoria-
mansion.org.

ROCKLAND — Oceanside
East Concert Chorus
and Honors Choir sing-
ing songs of hope, love
and timeless change, 6
p.m. Thursday, Dec. 3,
Reading Room, Rock-
land Public Library, 80
Union St. Free and open
to all. For more informa-
tion, call 594-0310.

ROCKPORT — PA.W.S.
Animal Adoption Center
silent and live auction
fundraiser, 5-8 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 3, Samo-
set Resort. Tickets are
$20 per person, or pur-
chase table for 10 for
$200. Bid online through
Wednesday, Dec. 2, bid-
dingforgood.com/auc-
tion/communicate/event-
tickets.

‘Hunger Games’ leads Thanksgiving pack at box office

BY BRENT LANG
REUTERS

LOS ANGELES — Movie-
goers said goodbye to Kat-
niss Everdeen and wel-
comed back Rocky Balboa, a
series of farewells and re-
unions that powered
Thanksgiving box office re-
ceipts above last year’s holi-
day.

“The Hunger Games:
Mockingjay — Part 24 ®led a
crowded field of contenders,
topping charts with $75.8
million and bringing its do-
mestic total to $198.3 mil-
lion. It marks the final film
in the hugely popular series,
although Lionsgate, the stu-
dio behind the franchise,
has hinted it wants to figure
out ways to create future
spin-offs.

The previous two “Hun-
ger Games” films have both
debuted the week before
Thanksgiving and gone on
to rule multiplexes over the
holiday. Its dominance is
practically a holiday tradi-
tion.

If “Mockingjay — Part
2’s” strong returns was a fa-
miliar Thanksgiving sight,
the big surprise was how
well “Creed” performed.
The film successfully
brought back Sylvester Stal-
lone’s iconic Rocky charac-
ter and revived a boxing
franchise that seemed like a
Reagan-era relic after rack-
ing up $42.6 million over the
five-day holiday period.

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
and New Line co-produced
and co-financed the film,
which centers on Rocky
rival Apollo Creed’s illegiti-
mate son (Michael B. Jor-
dan) and his efforts to con-
tinue his father’s boxing
legacy. Stallone plays his
coach and confidant. It
should have no trouble mak-
ing back the $37 million that
the studios spent putting the
“Italian Stallion” back in
the ring.

Pixar’s “The Good Dino-
saur” capitalized on school
holidays, becoming the de
facto choice for families.
The animated film earned
$56 million over the five-day
holiday. That’s a solid result
and the fourth highest five-
day Thanksgiving opening,
but it is somewhat disap-
pointing given Pixar’s track
record as the most success-
ful provider of all-ages en-
tertainment. It ranks as the
third lowest debut in com-
pany history. Pixar didn’t
provide a budget number,
but judging from the cost of
its previous films, this one
likely carries a $200 million
price tag.

“The Good Dinosaur” had
a troubled production histo-
ry. The film’s debut was
pushed back by two years
and its original director Bob
Peterson was pulled from
the project over creative dis-
agreements. He was re-
placed by Peter Sohn and
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the film underwent a mas-
sive overhaul.

The holiday period had
some casualties. Fox’s “Vic-
tor Frankenstein” was dead
on the slab after earning a
torpid $3.4 million from
2,797 theaters over its first
five days. The attempt to re-
vive Mary Shelley’s monster
story cost $40 million to pro-
duce and starred James
McAvoy and Daniel Rad-
cliffe. It stands as one of the
year’s biggest flops.

In the holdover realm,
“Spectre” took in $18.2 mil-
lion, driving its domestic
earnings to $176.1 million.
The film has now grossed
more than two of Daniel
Craig’s previous James
Bond outings “Casino
Royale” ($167.4 million) and
“Quantum of Solace” ($168.4
million), but seems unlikely
to match the high-water
mark set by “Skyfall” ($304.4
million).

“The Peanuts Movie”
wasn’t completely overshad-

owed by “The Good Dino-
saur.” The adaptation of the
Charles Schulz comic strip
picked up $13.6 million,
pushing its total to $116.6
million.

Among art house releas-
es, Focus Features pre-
miered “The Danish Girl,” a
drama about a transgender
artist who undergoes one of
the first sex change opera-
tions, in four theaters in
New York and Los Angeles.
It grossed an estimated
$185,000, for a solid per-the-
ater average of $46,250.

The Weinstein Company
appears to be scoring with
“Carol.” The romance about
two lesbians pushing
against conformity in the
1950s made $203,000 from
four theaters over five days.
After two weeks, the film
has generated $588,000.

Open Road’s “Spotlight,”
the widely acclaimed drama
about the Boston Globe’s in-
vestigation of pedophile
priests, continued to per-

Monday prime time

form well in its expansion.
The Oscar contender added
$5.7 million to its $12 million
haul after moving from 600
to 897 locations.

Fox Searchlight’s “Brook-
lyn” also used the holiday
period to broaden its foot-
print. The story of an Irish
immigrant making her way
in 1950s New York took in
$4.8 million after increasing
from 598 to 897 locations. It
has made $7.3 million in its
first three weeks.

Final results are still
trickling in, but it appears
that the holiday will outpace
last year’s ticket sales by
more than 10%. The uptick
follows several weekends of
disappointing returns as
flops like “The Last Witch
Hunter,” “The 33a3 and
“Steve Jobs” pulled down
box office results. Most ana-
lysts expect that despite the
fall lassitude, the domestic
box office will cross $11 bil-
lion for the first time in his-
tory.
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