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Cherokees, Sioux may find a Maine connection

Born in Maine in 1819 to
Capt. Chandler Rackleff and
Harriet (Dyer) Rackleff of
Woodfords, Portland, Ed-
ward Rackleff grew up to
speak French, Latin and
Greek, as well as practice
medicine for 50 years and die
in 1892 “a man esteemed by
all who knew him” accord-
ing to an obituary held by the
Maine Historical Society.

Dr. Rackleff died in Ar-
kansas, leaving numerous
descendants, among them
members of Cherokee and
Sioux tribes. One of his Cau-
casian children was even
adopted by the Cherokee Na-
tion as an adult.

This fascinating article,
“Dr. Edward Rackleff of Port-
land, Maine, Missouri, Ar-
kansas, and His Cherokee
Descendants of Oklahoma,”
was written for the Novem-
ber 2015 issue of The Maine
Genealogist by Cynthia Cook
Winterhalter, a genealogist
and graduate of Radcliffe Col-
lege whose great-great-grand-
mother, Antonette Jane, was
a first cousin of Dr. Edward
Radcliffe.

A student at Gorham Acad-
emy and Teacher’s Seminary
in 1837, Rackleff went west to
study at the Medical Depart-
ment of Kemper College in St.
Louis, later known as Mis-
souri Medical College. He was

living in Millersburg by 1863,
and also practiced in Arkan-
sas.

In 1846 Edward married
Minerva (Sims) and they had
three children, with Edward
William and Louisa Emma
reaching adulthood. Edward
and Minerva later divorced
and both remarried by about
1879. Ed-
ward mar-
ried Emily
Catherine
(?) and they
had a daugh-
ter, Emily.

The Na-
tive Ameri-
can genes
came into
the family
when Dr. Ed-
ward’s first-
born, Edward William Rack-
leff, who was born about 1850,
married a Cherokee, Lizzy
Sunday, in 1877. He and Lizzy
were granted a marriage li-
cense on Sept. 24, and the
marriage record states:

“I have this day solem-
nized the rights (sic) of mat-
rimony between Edward
Rackliff and Miss Lizzy Sun-
day. T.M. Rights. Pastor of
Moravian Church Spring-
place Going Snake District
Cherokee Nation. Johnathan
Webber. Witness, David X
(his mark) Ridge.”

ROXANNE
MOORE
SAUCIER

Winterhalter points out
that in 1852 the Drennen
Roll listed eight people or
families named Sunday in
the Saline District and two
in the Flint District of the
Cherokee Nation. “This roll
listed the names and com-
pensation of $92.83 for each
individual who moved west
from Georgia after the Trea-
ty of Echota in 1835.”

The Drennen Roll is also
known as the first enumera-
tion after the Trail of Tears,
the route the Cherokees
took on being forcibly
moved to Oklahoma as part
of Andrew Jackson’s Indian
removal policies. More gen-
erally well-known is the
Dawes Rolls.

The Oklahoma Historical
Society, according to Win-
terhalter’s article, describes
the Dawes Rolls: “Officially
known as The Final Rolls of
the Citizens of Freedmen of
the Five Civilized Tribes in
Indian Territory, the Dawes
Rolls lists individuals who
chose to enroll and were ap-
proved for membership in
the Five Civilized Tribes
(Cherokee, Chickasaw,
Choctaw, Creek and Semi-
nole). Enrollment for the
Dawes Rolls began in 1898
and ended in 1906.”

In the 1880 Census for the
Cherokee Nation, we find

E.W. Rackleff listed as A for
Adopted, W for White, 30,
Male.

Elizabeth Rackleff is N for
Native, Cher for Cherokee,
22, Female, Dead (stamped
later).

Children listed are Nelly,
N, Cher, 2, Female; and
Lena, N, Cher, 4, Dead
(stamped later.)

The Dawes Commission
allotment for 1893 giving
land in trade for dissolving
tribal government lists
George, John, Edward W.,
William P. and Louisa
Emma, the last two marked
(dead).

And, on Aug. 21, 1896, Ed-
ward W. Rackleff was actu-
ally adopted as a citizen of
the Cherokee Nation.

Edward William and
Lizzy Sunday had a total of
six children: Nellie, who
married Lamech Smith, a
Cherokee, and had 10 chil-
dren; Lena; William; Louisa;
George William, who mar-
ried Lena Thompson, sec-
ond Helen (?), and third Mat-
tie Tosh; and John Rackleff,
who married Nancy Tail, a
Cherokee, and had eight
children.

Edward William was mar-
ried second in 1904 to Katie
(Neugin) Cochram, a Chero-
kee. Their children were:
Eddie; Linnie, who married

Fred Monroe Huddleston;
Patsy, who married Edmond
Allen Baine, a Sioux from
Montana, and had four chil-
dren; Zeke; Della Mable,
who married Claude Curry,
Ralph Clark, a Liebfried, a
Webb, a Barnes, and possi-
bly one other.

There are many other
points I would share if space
permitted, so do check a li-
brary that carries The
Maine Genealogist, the
quarterly journal of the
Maine Genealogical Society.

Other features I recom-
mend in this issue are Debo-
rah Kimball Nowers’ “The
Family of Aaron Seekins of
Massachusetts, Vermont,
and Augusta, Windsor and
Swanville, Maine”; and edi-
tor Joseph C. Anderson II's
“William R. Bartlett Family
Summary” which accompa-
nies the “William R. Bartlett
Bible Record: Newburgh
and Orono, Maine,” contrib-
uted by George D. Martin.

On its own, The Maine
Genealogist is well worth
the $25 dues per year for
membership to the Maine
Genealogical Society, P.O.
Box 2602, Waterville, ME
04903.

Current members would
certainly appreciate a re-
newal membership as a
Christmas gift, which you

could send right in to that
address (especially older
folks and others on a fixed
income). Add $5 for the jour-
nal and the quarterly news-
letter to be sent first class.
Membership to Canadian
addresses is $34 a year, and
$39 outside the U.S. and Can-
ada.

Don’t forget yourself. Join
for a year and see how much
you enjoy it, especially
when you realize that mem-
bership allows you to buy
MGS special publications
such as vital records books
at discount. And how about
this? You could send in dues
for 2015 as well as 2016, and
thus receive all of this year’s
quarterlies and newsletters
as well.

I hope you have a Merry
Christmas and love in your
holidays. Thank you for
reading Family Ties since
1984.

For information on re-
searching family history in
Maine, see Genealogy
Resources under Family
Ties at bangordailynews.
com/browse/family-ties.
Send genealogy queries to
Family Ties, Bangor Daily
News, P.O. Box 1329,
Bangor 04402, or email
familyti@bangordailynews.
com.

Things to Do

AUGUSTA — Panel high-
lighting volunteer activi-
ties which reach across
generations, 2-4 p.m.
Sunday, Jan. 10, Jewett
Hall, University of Maine
at Augusta. 621-3551 or
umasc@maine.edu.

BANGOR — Homeless
Vigil, 6 p.m. Tuesday,
Dec. 22, Hammond
Street Congregational
Church, 28 High St. The
public is invited to
remember those who
have died as a result of
homelessness. Refresh-
ments provided. To vol-
unteer, Ann Giggey,
Hope House manager,
217-6713.

BANGOR — Master of
Native American flute
Gareth holiday concert,
7-9 p.m. Tuesday, Dec.
29, The Green Gem
Holistic Healing Oasis,
900 State St. Features
music, hot cider and
cookies. $6 at the door.
Portion of proceeds ben-
efits St. Jude Children’s
Hospital. 615-944-8082
or greengeminme@
gmail.com.

BANGOR — Prints by
Maine printmakers, 9
a.m.-7 p.m. daily,
through Jan. 31, Boyd
Place Gallery, 21 Boyd
St. 941-2837.

BANGOR — Penobscot
Theatre Company pre-
sentation of “A Piece of
Her Heart: A Tribute to
Janis,” 6 and 9 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 31, Ban-
gor Opera House, 131
Main St. 942-3333 or
penobscottheatre.org.

BANGOR — Penobscot
Theatre Company pro-
duction of “It’s a Won-
derful Life,” 7-9:30 p.m.
through Dec. 27, Bangor
Opera House, 131 Main
St. 942-3333 or penob-
scottheatre.org.

BANGOR — “Limited Edi-
tion: Maine Printmak-
ers,” 9 a.m.-7 p.m. dalily,
through Jan. 31, Boyd
Place Gallery, 21 Boyd
St. 941-2820.

BANGOR — Maine Photo
Project exhibit, “Lumber-
men and Rusticators:
Maine’s Nineteenth-cen-
tury Transition from Wil-
derness to Vacation-
land,” through Dec. 30,
Bangor Public Library.

BANGOR — Auditions for
Penobscot Theatre
Company’s production
of “Rock of Ages,” noon-
5 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 9,
Bangor Opera House,
131 Main St. Actors
should prepare 32 bars
of a rock ballad, and
bring a picture, resume
and sheet music to the
audition. Accompanist
provided. Performers
may be asked to learn a
short dance combina-
tion. Dress appropriately.

Rehearsals begin May
10. Performances June
9-July 3, 2016. Email
casting@penobscotthe-
atre.org with “Rock of
Ages” in the subject line.

BELFAST — Our Town
Belfast’s holiday home-
coming event with live
music by The Mallett
Brothers, 8-10:30 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 26,
American Legion Post
43, 143 Church St. Tick-
ets for $15 support Our
Town Belfast’s mission
to grow and sustain his-
toric downtown. Pro-
ceeds from the cash bar
will support the Belfast
American Legion. Ugly
Christmas sweaters
encouraged.

BLUE HILL — Brooksville
artist Annie Poole art
exhibit, “Advent Calen-
dars and Winter Works,”
through Dec. 31, Blue
Hill Public Library. 374-
5515.

BREWER — Jams at the
Grange, noon-5 p.m.
first and third Sundays,
through May, Old Town
Riverside Grange, 1266
North Main St. in Brewer.
Open to all levels of
players and to listeners.
Unplugged stringed
instruments only. Wheel-
chair-accessible. Food
concession. First Sun-
day is Bluegrass Music
Association of Maine
Eastern Jam, $3 associ-
ation members, $5 oth-
ers, Joan Richert, 989-
5848. Third Sunday is
The Grange Bluegrass
Jam, $3, Sandra Moon,
827-3698.

BREWER — Blue Grass
Jam, 6-8 p.m. Tuesdays,
Between Friends Art
Center-Next Generation
Theatre, 39 Center St.
Pick or listen. $3. 989-
7100, nextgentheatread-
vertising@gmail.com or
nextgenerationtheatre.
com.

BREWER — Schedule a
Dog Ears appointment
to read to Copper or
Belle, canine tutors,
3:30-5 p.m Jan. 6, 13,
20 and 27, Brewer Pub-
lic Library, 100 South
Main St. Call the library
at 989-7943 to sign up
for a 15-minute seg-
ment.

BREWER — Brewer Public
Library Book Club dis-
cussion on December’s
book of the month, “A
Fault in Our Stars” by
John Green, 5:45-6:45
p-m. Monday, Jan. 4, at
the library, 100 South
Main St. Pick up the
January book. 989-7943.

CAMDEN — Former Maine
poet laureate Martin Ste-
ingesser to read from his
new book, “Yellow Hors-
es,” 7-8 p.m. Tuesday,
Dec. 22, Camden Public
Library, 55 Main St. 236-
3440.

CAMDEN — Spanish-lan-

guage reading and con-
versation group, 1-2
p-m. Tuesday, Dec. 22,
Camden Public Library.
Participants talk in Span-
ish about what they are
reading. Lynne Taylor,
leerycharlar@gmail.com.

CAMDEN — Viewing of
“Chronicles of Narnia:
The Lion, the Witch, and
the Wardrobe,” 6-8:30
p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 29,
Camden Public Library,
55 Main St. 236-3440.

FARMINGTON — Free
Christmas dinner by
Knowlton Corner Farm
Bakery, noon-3 p.m. Fri-
day, Dec. 25, at Chester-
villeTown Hall, Dutch
Gap Road. Handi-
capped-accessible. Free
transportation. Ham din-
ner and all the fixings.
Santa Claus. RSVP for
head count purposes to
Knowlton Corner Farm
at 778-6520.

ELLSWORTH — Interna-
tional Folk Dancing,
5:30-7:30 p.m. second
and fourth Mondays,
Moore Community Cen-
ter, 125 State St. Begin-
ners welcome; no part-
ners needed. Dances
taught first hour, fol-
lowed by requests. $6.
460-3408 or esher-
wood1@roadrunner.com.

ELLSWORTH — Black
House at Woodlawn
Museum, 19 Black
House Drive, Route 172,
open for tours through
Dec. 23. Public park
open free year-round
sunrise to sunset, with
walking trails, picnic
tables and bathroom.
Anne Russenberger-
Keefe, events@wood-
lawnmuseum.org, 667-
8671 or woodlawnmuse-
um.org.

HAMPDEN — December
Vacation Art Program by
Windover Art Center for
ages 6 and up, Dec.
28-Jan. 1, Hampden
Congregational Church,
101 Main Road North.
234-4503 or windover-
art@gmail.com.

HOLDEN — The Night
Tree: A Solstice Celebra-
tion, 4-5:30 p.m. Mon-
day, Dec. 21, Fields
Pond Audubon Center,
216 Fields Pond Road.
Warm cider and a re-
creation of Eve Bunting’s
story “The Night Tree.”
Peanut products will be
in use. $10, $15 others.
989-2591, fieldspond@
maineaudubon.org or
maineaudubon.org/find-
us/fields-pond/.

ORONO — Children’s
Christmas Eve service, 4
p.m.; traditional Lessons
and Carols Service
“Come Home for Christ-
mas,” 7 p.m. Thursday,
Dec. 24, Church of Uni-
versal Fellowship, 82
Main St.

ORONO — Kathy Lena of
Twin Pines Photography

sharing her photos of
Maine’s wildlife, 1-2 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 6,
Orono Public Library, 39
Pine St. 866-5060.

PORTLAND — Ring in
2016 in pajamas and
with a giant balloon
drop, 10 a.m.-noon
Thursday, Dec. 31, Chil-
dren’s Museum and The-
atre of Maine, 142 Free
St.

STEUBEN — Steuben

Library Christmas party,
6 p.m. Monday, Dec. 21,
Henry D. Moore Library
and Community Center.
Crafts, snacks, gifts and
a visit from Santa. 546-
7301.

For a complete listing of
calendar items or to submit
your event, visit www.ban-
gordailynews.com.

Waiter turns over $32,000 in cash
left at Applebee’s in California

REUTERS

LOS ANGELES — An Ap-
plebee’s waiter in central
California turned over
$32,000 in cash that a family
forgot at a table, an amount
that likely comes close to
his annual salary, a restau-
rant official said on Friday.

Even as police praised
him for his honesty, the 10-
year employee of the restau-
rant chain has sought to re-
main anonymous and de-
clined repeated requests to
accept a reward from the
family, Applebee’s area di-
rector Carrie Hellyer said.

“He just said that he did it
because it was the right
thing to do and he didn’t
want the right thing being
overwhelmed by anything

Monday prime time

else,” Hellyer said.

The family left a canvas
pouch stuffed with $32,000,
all in hundred-dollar bills,
at an Applebee’s restaurant
in Fresno on Wednesday,
said Fresno police spokes-
man Lieutenant Joe Gomez.

The waiter turned the
cash over to his manager
after discovering it at the
family’s table, and it was
picked up by a police car
later in the day.

When the family called
police on Thursday to re-
port the loss, arrangements
were made for them to pick
it up at the station, Gomez
said.

Hellyer said there was no
surveillance camera in the
area where the family left
their money.
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