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In fact, on one Maine lake an
ice shack fell through the
ice, twice, in two days.

Apparently the fact that
the shack had to be dragged
out of the water the first day
didn’t indicate that the ice
wasn’t quite ready to hold
the hefty structure — some-
one decided to try again the
next day.

Luckily, we haven’t had
any reports of injuries or
deaths — yet.

Unfortunately, there’s
snow in the forecast for this
weekend, and early-season
snow isn’t an angler’s best
friend.

Instead, when that snow
piles up on a thin sheet of
ice, it serves to insulate that
ice from the colder air above
and slows the freezing pro-
cess.

What does that mean to
you? Your favorite lake might
look like it’s covered in a
thick winter coat but may in
fact be wearing a snow-cov-
ered wind-breaker instead.

Check the ice early.
Check it often. And, when
in doubt, think about these
words shared by a BDN
reader this week: No fish is
worth dying for.

Tell us about your
derby!

‘Tis the season — for ice
fishing derbies. Usually.

As I mentioned above,
we’re struggling to make ice
in these parts, and derby or-
ganizers must be pulling
their hair out as they wait
for colder weather and safer
ice.

If you’re a derby organiz-
er, keep in touch: If your ice
isn’t safe and your derby
isn’t going to go off as sched-
uled, let us know so we can
let our readers know.

And if you haven’t sent us
a news release, poster or
email letting us know that
your derby’s scheduled, we
hope you do so soon.

We regularly include fish-
ing derbies and tourna-
ments in our weekly Out-
door Calendar, and every so
often we’ll venture out to at-
tend one and let readers
know what you’re up to.

One problem: If you don’t
tell us about your derby, we
won’t know about it.

So reach out. Tell us what
you’re up to. Is your derby
on? Off? Postponed? We
want to know.

John Holyoke can be
reached at jholyoke@ban-
gordailynews.com or 990-
8214. Follow him on Twitter:
@JohnHolyoke.

American Tree Farm Sys-
tem, a network of approxi-
mately 82,000 family forest
owners sustainably manag-
ing 24 million acres of forest-
land in the United States.

Celebrating its 75th anni-
versary this year, this sys-
tem is the oldest and largest
forest conservation, certifi-
cation and advocacy pro-
gram in the country.

In Maine, the first two
designated Maine Tree
Farms were dedicated in
1952. Today, there are about
2,000 Maine Tree Farms in
the state, posted with offi-
cial diamond-shaped green-
and-white “Tree Farm”
signs. Most of these tree
farms are natural stands of
native species, not rows of
planted trees.

“We do have some Christ-
mas tree farms in the pro-
gram, but most are not,”
Shultz said.

To qualify to be a Maine
Tree Farm, a property must
meet the following criteria:

— At least 10 acres in size.
— Managed under a quali-

fied written management
plan.

— Managed for the sus-
tainable production of tim-
ber and other forest prod-
ucts, while recognizing the
importance of water, wild-
life and recreational oppor-
tunities.

“When you become a
Maine Tree Farm, you sign
onto a set of standards,”
Shultz said. “There’s a ran-
dom audit or inspection
every few years to ensure
folks are living up to those
standards.”

Shultz is one of the many
licensed foresters in the
state that inspects Maine

Tree Farms on a regular
basis, and he nominated
Pine Tree Camp for the past
three years to be Maine’s
Outstanding Tree Farmer of
the Year. This is the first
time the camp has been
awarded.

“The Pine Tree Society’s
primary goal has been to
provide quality recreational
experiences designed to im-
prove the overall health of
disabled individuals,”
Shultz wrote in this year’s
nomination packet. “It
would have been very easy
for them to adopt a hands-off
attitude toward their forest,
using it only as a buffer from
the rest of the world. In-
stead, they have embraced
sustainable forestry as a
means of enhancing their
mission.”

Maine’s Outstanding Tree
Farmer of the Year is select-
ed annually by a special sub-
committee formed out of the
Maine Tree Farm Commit-
tee. This subcommittee vis-
its each Maine Tree Farm
nominated for the award to
make a final judgement
based on how well each
Maine Tree Farm is follow-
ing its management plan
and documenting any devia-
tions to that plan. The com-
mittee also looks at how
each Maine Tree Farm is
being enhanced and sus-
tained and the ways in
which the tree farmers are
spreading the practice of
sustainable forestry.

“The tree farm program is
a third-party certification
system, so there’s somewhat
stringent requirements —
but they aren’t difficult to
achieve,” Gretchen Heldma-
nn, coordinator for the
Maine Tree Farm program,
said. “The Outstanding Tree
Farmer of the Year just does
that and then some.”

“Myself and a few others

from the Maine Tree Farm
Committee are going to
nominate Pine Tree Society
up the chain for the national
award,” Shultz said.

The national award will
be announced sometime this
spring.

Harvesting theright trees
Pine Tree Camp has a

long tradition of managing
its forest, which totals about
285 acres and includes about
a mile of shoreline on North
Pond and over a mile of
Great Meadow Stream. Over
the years, the camp has
thinned certain stands to
allow new species of trees to
take root, while tagging cer-
tain trees — especially old
white pines — to be con-
served. The camp has also
erected duck nesting boxes
and created brush piles to
encourage wildlife to move
in.

“A lot of our campers
don’t get a lot of opportuni-
ties to get out into the mid-
dle of the Maine forest, but
at camp they do,” Chesley
said. “For some campers
who are in wheelchairs, just
getting the chance to look
for a squirrel or rabbit or
just hang out in the woods
— it sounds simple, but it’s a
pretty big thing.”

Designated as a Maine
Tree Farm in 1993, the prop-
erty has been under a writ-
ten forest management plan
since 1979. The camp’s forest
management plan focuses
on the land’s use for recre-
ation and wildlife conserva-
tion, and also stresses the
importance of the forest’s
aesthetic value and ability
to generate extra income for
the camp from timber har-
vests.

“We do it because it’s the
right thing to do, for us and
the community,” Chesley
said. “We do it for our pro-

grams, our campers, our
neighbors and the environ-
ment.”

“It’s a unique piece of
property and a well-man-
aged piece of property,”
Chesley said. “We’ve had a
tremendous amount of sup-
port from the Sappi forestry
program and the Maine For-
est Service. We’ve had a lot
of good partners.”

Nestled among the trees
beside North Pond, the cam-
pus of Pine Tree Camp is a
compound of beautiful log
buildings, threaded together
with smooth wheelchair-ac-
cessible paths. On the pond
is a new boat launch, and
tucked back from the shore
is a giant treehouse class-
room, a playground, a ropes
course and a network of na-
ture trails, all designed for
people who use wheelchairs
and other mobility devices.

This winter, the camp is
clearing trees from an old
pasture on the property
where staff will create a new
trail.

“A part of being a tree
farm is active management
— harvesting at the right
time and the right place and
the right trees,” Shultz said.

The public is invited to
learn more about forest
management at Pine Tree
Camp at the annual Maine
Tree Farm Forestry Field
Day, a free event hosted at
the Outstanding Tree Farm
of the Year each fall. Hosted
by the Maine Tree Farm
Program and the Small
Woodland Owners Associa-
tion of Maine, the event will
feature workshops and dem-
onstrations about many dif-
ferent aspects of forestry
and related topics.

For information about the
event and the Maine Tree
Farm Program, visit maine-
treefarm.org.

“He made five flies [last
week],” Julie Tibbetts said.
“He says now he needs to get
a fly fishing pole. We go to
Nesowadnehunk Lake every
summer, and now he wants
to fish with flies up there.”

Dunnett said the goal of
the class is simple and the
results can be spectacular.

“The goal is to take people
in a progressive way, to
start with the basics and
move on and add different
steps each week so that they
can get proficient,” Dunnett
said. “Basically, when
you’re done, if you paid at-
tention and enjoyed what
you’re doing, there aren’t
very many flies that you
wouldn’t be able to tie.”

Mike Curtis is one of this
year’s PFF instructors. He’s
also one who took up tying

before he’d ever fly fished.
Curtis said that after sit-

ting behind the same season
ticket-holders for years at
University of Maine hockey
games, the man in front of
him said something that in-
trigued him.

That man, John Lent, was
going to be teaching a fly
tying class for the PFF.

“I’d always been interest-
ed,” Curtis said. “I said, ‘I’m
in.’ And that’s how it start-
ed.”

Now, 15 years later, Cur-
tis also has likely tied more
flies than he’ll ever be able
to fish. But he loves helping
out at classes, and tying has
become a social activity for
him.

“[My fly tying bench at
home] sits in front of my re-
cliner in the living room.
My wife is very understand-
ing,” Curtis said. “But I
rarely tie there. I always tie
when we’re hanging out in a
group. That’s how I tie most
of the time.”

Curtis seconds Dunnett’s
opinion: Fly tying can quick-
ly become a passion in one’s
life.

“It just took off from [that
first class], and became its
own nightmare — um, ani-
mal,” Curtis said with a
laugh.

Curtis said he misses
meeting up with groups of
PFF members during the
summer months, when
many are out fishing by
themselves, and looks for-
ward to classes the club
hosts during the winter.

The classes are so popu-
lar, some past students sign
up for the introductory-level
class for a second or third
time, then split their time
between tying flies they al-
ready have perfected and
socializing with their fish-
ing buddies.

For Jeff Spaulding of
Orono, the class is more
than a learning experience.
Instead, it’s a learning-to-
teach experience.

Spaulding has been tying
for a few years and enjoys
the activity. Self-taught with
an assist to YouTube, the
Marine Corps veteran de-
cided he would like to teach
others at a Project Healing
Waters class through the
Bangor Veterans Affairs of-
fice.

“[Project Healing Waters]
a different way for people
with [post-traumatic stress
disorder] or other disabili-
ties to have some rehabilita-
tion, to ease their way back
into maybe being around
people,” he said.

And that’s why he en-
rolled.

“I’ve tied on my own, but
I wanted to get a better idea
of how to teach people how
to tie a little bit better,”
Spaulding said. “It’s awe-
some. I’ve picked up some-
thing every single class. It’s
just neat to learn from some-
one who’s actually a fly tier.
You pick up stuff you
wouldn’t have thought of.”
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AUGUSTA — Six-part
nature-writing workshop
with instructor Andrea
Lani, 6-8 p.m. Tuesdays,
Jan. 19-23, Viles Arbore-
tum, 153 Hospital St.
Lani has a Bachelor of
Arts in human ecology, a
Master of Fine Arts in
creative writing and is a
certified Maine Master
Naturalist. $45 fee will
include Viles Arboretum
membership; $10 for
members. Space is limit-
ed. 626-7989 or vilesar-
boretum.org.

DEXTER, HARTLAND, ST.
ALBANS — Sebasticook
Valley Chamber of Com-
merce ice fishing derby,
7 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday,
Jan. 23, Lake Was-
sookeag in Dexter, Big
Indian Pond in St.
Albans and Great Moose
Lake in Hartland. Cash
prizes awarded for
heaviest brook trout,
lake trout and bass.
Entry fee, $2, includes
entry in grand prize
drawing for 100 gallons
of home heating oil. our-
chamber.org or 368-
4698.

FREEPORT — “The
Unsolved Mount Everest
Mystery of Mallory and
Irvine” with Ed Webster,
7-8 p.m. Friday, Jan. 15,
L.L. Bean, 95 Main St.
On June 8, 1924, British
climbers George Mallory,
38, and young partner
Andrew Irvine, 22, were
last seen by a teammate
within a thousand feet of
Mount Everest’s summit.
The clouds swirled back
in, and the pair were
never seen again. Ever-
est climber, New Eng-
land mountaineer and
climbing historian Web-
ster has obtained the
original 1924 Mount
Everest photographs
taken by Mallory, Irvine
and their partners to
illustrate his lecture,
along with his own imag-
es, in his efforts to deci-
pher mountain climbing’s
longest-standing
unsolved mystery. 755-
2326.

GRAND LAKE STREAM —
Snowshoeing adventure
led by Downeast Lakes
Land Trust education
and outreach manager
Colin Brown, 2-4 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 15, meet at
Grand Lake Stream
School Building. Look
for animal tracks and
learn to identify trees in
winter. Bring snowshoes
and water, dress warm-
ly. 796-2100 or
cbrown@downeas-
tlakes.org.

GRAND LAKE STREAM —
Downeast Lakes Land
Trust sponsors “Alla-
gash Tails and Tales,”
narrated by author and
former ranger supervisor
Tim Caverly, 6-7:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 25, Grand
Lake Stream School
Building, 15 Water St.
Music, scenic and his-
toric photographs from
Maine’s North Woods.
796-2100 or cbrown@

downeastlakes.org.

GREAT POND — Sixth
annual House in the
Woods fishing derby, 6
a.m.-3:30 p.m. Satur-
day, Jan. 23, Great
Pond Outdoor Adven-
ture Center, 9 Dow
Pines Road, on Great
Pond. Prizes for brown
trout, small mouth bass
and pickerel. Many raf-
fle prizes and 50/50.
The Great Pond Rec
Center will have break-
fast sandwiches for
sale at 5 a.m.; lunch-
time there will be chili,
beef stew, hot dogs,
chili dogs and sweets
for sale. Judy Manzo,
584-2000.

ORLAND — Pull on boots,
skis or snowshoes for a
full moon walk, 6:30
p.m. Saturday, Jan. 23,
in the Great Pond Moun-
tain Wildlands. Meet at
the North Gate on Bald
Mountain Road, 0.2
miles west of Winkump-
augh Road, for an easy
1.5-mile round-trip to the
Baker Brook Lean-to,
where there will be a
bonfire and marshmal-
low roasting. Bring your
own warm drink. Spon-
sored by Great Pond
Mountain Conservation
Trust. Facebook, www.
greatpondtrust.org or
974-7097.

ORONO — Penobscot Val-
ley Ski Club membership
meeting and potluck
supper, 6-9 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 20,
Birch Street Senior Cen-
ter, 10 Birch St. Guest
speaker Mike Smith,
program director and
CEO of Maine Winter
Sports Center. skiclub@
pvskiclub.org.

ORRINGTON — Nature-
based exploration for
preschoolers, 10-11 a.m.
Wednesdays, through
Feb. 24, Fields Pond
Audubon Center, 216
Fields Pond Road. Maxi-
mum of three children
up to age 5 per adult.
$15; $10 center mem-
bers. Advance registra-
tion, 989-2591.

PORTAGE LAKE — The
annual Kyle Daniel Rog-
ers Radar Runs slated
by Portage Lakers
Snowmobile Club, 9
a.m. Sunday, Jan. 17,
has been canceled
because of weather and
ice conditions. Jen Cur-
ran, 227-0045.

UNITY — All-terrain vehicle
safety course, 6-9 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 21, and
Wednesday, Jan. 27,
RSU 3 Adult Education,
College Performing Arts
Center. rsu3.maineadult-
ed.org or 568-3426.

UNITY — Snowmobile
safety course, 6-9 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 21 and
Tuesday, Jan. 26, RSU 3
Adult Education, College
Performing Arts Center.
rsu3.maineadulted.org or
568-3426.

Things to Do
Outdoors

For a complete listing of
calendar items or to submit
your event, visit www.ban-
gordailynews.com.

Pigeons, doves not all that different
Maine has a pigeon short-

age. There are more than 300
species of doves and pigeons
in the world, and we’ve only
got two of them: the city-lov-
ing rock pigeon and the ubiq-
u i t o u s
m o u r n i n g
dove.

For about
a week, we
had three
species. I
learned of
this on Dec.
11, 2015,
when I re-
ceived an
email from
Diane Terry
of Frankfort. She described
an unusual bird that was
coming to her feeder and
wondered whether it could
possibly be a white-winged
dove. Her bird appeared to be
a perfect match for the one
shown in her field guide, but
all the books said that this
bird belonged in the desert
southwest. She sent me a
photo. There was no doubt
about it.

Pigeons and doves are all
part of one big happy family.
The names are somewhat in-
terchangeable, but larger spe-
cies tend to get tagged with
the pigeon name, and smaller
birds generally get called
doves.

In New Guinea, there is
one pigeon species that is
nearly the size of a turkey. In
the southern U.S., the com-
mon ground-dove isn’t much
bigger than a sparrow.

The pigeon name comes
from the French, and it seems
to be a reference to the peep-
ing sounds made by the
chicks. Dove is a word of Ger-

manic origin that comes from
the same root as dive. I guess
there was something unique
about the bird’s diving flight
in Europe that led to the
name.

The dove family has sever-
al interesting adaptations.
They can suck and swallow
water without tilting their
heads back. They feed their
young a milky secretion pro-
duced in their crops. They
bob their heads while walk-
ing in order to keep their vi-
sion on a constant plane.

The American Birding As-
sociation recognizes 19 dove
species in North America,
though one of those is the ex-
tinct passenger pigeon. At
one time, the passenger pi-
geon was the most abundant
bird on the planet. But habi-
tat change and overhunting
sent it hurtling into extinc-
tion. The last of her kind was
a passenger pigeon named
Martha. She died in captivity
at the Cincinnati Zoo in 1914.

The white-winged dove has
a reputation for roving. I
wasn’t really surprised to
hear that one had showed up

in Maine. Their wandering
habits have allowed them to
expand their range. It is wide-
spread across the tropics. In
the U.S., it was originally a
denizen of the Sonoran Des-
ert, where it subsisted on
seeds and the fruits of the sa-
guaro cactus. As urban
sprawl pushed into the des-
ert, the doves adapted to peo-
ple and began sharing subur-
ban habitat. Ornamental fruit
trees substituted for cactus.
As they continued to become
accustomed to western feed-
ers and bird baths, they ex-
panded northward all the
way to Canada.

White-winged doves are
not established in most of the
east yet, but perhaps it’s just a
matter of time. They were in-
troduced in southern Florida
and are now common. I saw
my first in Homestead in 1996,
but on my last visit to the Ev-
erglades, there were many
more than there used to be.

These birds look like
mourning doves, but they are
slightly larger and have
shorter, squared tails. Mourn-
ing doves prefer to feed on the

ground. White-winged doves
typically feed high, on trees
and feeders. The crescents of
white in the wings are unmis-
takable. Though it has been
two decades, I still vividly re-
member the sight of my first
bird flashing off a telephone
wire. They coo incessantly,
and it sounds like a whisper-
ing barred owl. The cooing
was so common, it nearly
drove me nuts during a visit
to Tucson.

An ability to live around
humans, a fondness for bird
feeders, and a tendency to
roam are all signs of a bird
that could someday become a
Maine resident. However, the
white-winged dove is not fond
of cold weather. Most western
birds head south to Mexico or
into the cities for winter.

So, we still have a pigeon
shortage, and we’re back
down to two species in the
state. Diane Terry’s white-
winged dove flew the coop
shortly after we paid her a
visit. I was one of the last peo-
ple to see it in Maine before it
disappeared on Dec. 13. I hope
you realize what this means.
Most rare birds disappear be-
fore I visit. This one hung
around and waited for me.
Perhaps 2016 will be different.
Perhaps this will be the year
when I arrive to see a rare bird
in Maine, and don’t hear the
words: “Too late. You should
have been here yesterday.”

Bob Duchesne serves as
vice president of Maine
Audubon’s Penobscot Valley
Chapter. He developed the
Maine Birding Trail, with in-
formation at mainebirding-
trail.com. He can be reached
at duchesne@midmaine.
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White-winged dove.
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