
Astronomers have long sus-
pected there may still be an un-
known planet lurking in the far
reaches of the solar system. Now
two California Institute of Tech-
nology astronomers, Michael
Brown and Kon-
stantin Batygin,
have offered in-
direct proof that
such a planet ex-
ists. They have
studied the or-
bits of six small
bodies and
found that the
orbits of all six
loop outward in
the same quad-
rant of the solar system and all
tilt in the same direction. The
odds of this happening by chance
is 1:15,000. They believe the bod-
ies are influenced by a planet
roughly the size of Neptune that
occupies an orbit so far from the
Sun that its year would be about
20,000 Earth years long. The
hunt for the planet is now on al-
though some skeptics such as
Dr. Ellen Stafan of NASA are
awaiting telescopic evidence to
back the claim.

Focus on the planets
The planetary alignment that

started in mid-January contin-
ues into February with the na-
ked-eye planets spread out
across the predawn sky, the first
such alignment since 2005. Look-
ing to the south Mercury, Venus,
Saturn, Mars and Jupiter form
an ascending line from left to
right.

Mercury rises in the south-
east about three-quarters of an
hour before sunrise and stays
with its brilliant neighbor
Venus all month. Mercury
slides in the glow of dawn as
February ends.

Venus rises in the southeast
well before first light as the
month opens and can be used to
help spot the other planets.

Mars rises shortly after mid-
night on Feb. 1, and is high in
the south at dawn just to the
lower right of the Moon. View-
ers will need a powerful tele-

scope and good conditions to see
even a prominent feature as the
north polar ice cap.

Jupiter rises around 9:00 p.m.
as February opens but shortly
after sunset as the month ends.
Telescopes will reveal the plan-
et’s surface features and the
largest of the major moons, Gan-
ymede, puts on a show during
the night of Feb. 16-17 as it fol-
lows its shadow across the face
of the planet.

Saturn rises in the south
about an hour before sunrise as
February opens just to the upper
left of the star Antares. Saturn’s
rings are well-positioned for
viewing all month.

Uranus is a dim blue-green
disk in Pisces while Neptune is

in Aquarius but is essentially
lost to view all month.

February events
1: Sunrise, 6:55 a.m.; sunset,

4:43 p.m. Mars is just to the lower
right of the Moon before dawn.
This is Candlemas or Ground-
hog Day, marking the midpoint
between the winter solstice and
spring equinox.

6: In the southeast before
dawn, the crescent Moon, Mer-
cury and Venus form a tight tri-
angle.

8: New moon, 9:40 a.m.
11: The moon is at perigee, or

nearest approach to Earth.
15: First quarter moon, 2:46

a.m.
17: The sun enters Aquarius

on the ecliptic.
18: The sun enters the astro-

logical sign of Pisces although,
astronomically, has just entered
Aquarius.

22: Full moon, 1:20 p.m. The
full moon of February is called
the Snow Moon, Hunger Moon
and occasionally the Wolf Moon.

27: The moon is at apogee, or
farthest distance from the Earth.

29: Leap Day is added to Feb-
ruary in a year divisible by four,
so 2016 is 366 days long. Sunrise,
6:15 a.m.; sunset, 5:22 p.m.

Send astronomical queries to
Clair Wood at cgmewood@aol.
com or care of the Bangor Daily
News, Features Desk, P.O. Box
1329, Bangor, Maine 04402.
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Outdoors

For a complete listing of
calendar items or to submit your event,
visit www.bangor
dailynews.com.

AUGUSTA — Table Tour, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 7, Viles Arboretum, 153
Hospital St. Locations along the
woodland trail will have bonfire and
hot gourmet food, including vegetari-
an fare. Return to the Visitors Center
for live music, desserts and hot bever-
ages. Tickets $25 each, 10 percent
discount for members; or purchase
block of five tickets and pay $15 per
ticket. 626-7989.

BANGOR — Presentation by Lucas St.
Clair on proposal for new national
park and recreation area on lands east
of Baxter State Park, including donat-
ed lands owned by Elliotsville Planta-
tion Inc., 6:30-8:30 p.m. Monday, Feb.
8, Unitarian Universalist Church, 120
Park St. Questions and answers after
the presentation. The talk is being
offered by the Maine Chapter of the
Appalachian Mountain Club and
Maine Conservation Policy Office.
education@amcmaine.org or www.
amcmaine.org.

BLUE HILL — Downeast Audubon talk,
“Secrets of the Snowies,” with Erynn
Call, raptor specialist, Maine Depart-
ment of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
bird group, 7 p.m. Friday, Feb. 5, Blue
Hill Public Library.

GRAND LAKE STREAM — Winter Bird-
ing Weekend with Downeast Lakes
Land Trust and the Fundy Chapter of
Maine Audubon Society as part of
Great Backyard Bird Count, 8-11 a.m.
Saturday, Feb. 13. Meet at Grand
Lake Stream School building, 15
Water St. People of all ages and skill
levels welcome. 796-2100 or
cbrown@downeastlakes.org.

GRAND LAKE STREAM — “Bird Identifi-
cation Made Easy” by Bob Duchesne,
7-8:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 12, Grand
Lake Stream School, 15 Water St.
Part of Downeast Lakes Land Trust’s
Great Backyard Bird Count. 796-2100
or cbrown@downeastlakes.org.

HOLDEN — G&M Family Market Han-
cock County Ice Fishing Derby,
scheduled for Jan. 30-31, in all legal
fishing waters in Hancock County,
postponed to Feb. 20-21. Weigh-in,
3-4 p.m. each day, G&M Family Mar-
ket, 1024 Main Road. Tickets $15 for
adults, free for age 12 and under.
Admission includes entry into the
derby, door prizes and free Amato’s
pizza and soda feed, 3 p.m. Feb. 21.
Prizes and raffle. 50/50 raffle benefits
Bald Mountain Snow Riders Club.

HUDSON — Pushaw Lake Snowmobile
Club Ice Derby, 6:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Sat-
urday, Feb. 6, and 6:30 a.m.-3 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 7, Big Pushaw and Little
Pushaw lakes. Last weigh-in is 3 p.m.
Sunday at Pushaw Lake Snowmobile
Club, Whitmore Landing Road. Kitch-
en open all weekend. Tickets are $3
each; $10 for four. Prizes include door
prize, $200; heaviest bass, $100;
heaviest pickerel, $100; heaviest white
perch, $50; and total poundage of
pike, $100. 827-5046 or llugdon@pen-
quis.org.

MILO — Schoodic Lake Ice Fishing
Derby, Saturday and Sunday, Feb.
13-14, on Ebeemee, Seboeis and
Boyd Lakes. Organizers say ice con-
ditions vary and caution people to be
careful. Norway Point and Berry Cove
have not been able to hold ice, and
travel from Lakeview Village to
Knights Landing should be done on
land. Proceeds benefit Milo Fire
Department charities and events. $1
from each ticket benefits Special
Olympics Maine. Tickets $10 include
entry fee and entries in drawings for
prizes totaling $15,000. Grand prize is
a 2016 Polaris Sportsman 450 HO
4x4 all-terrain vehicle. Cash prizes for
fish total $2,900. Prize drawing
streamed online at 7 p.m. Feb. 14 at
www.trcmaine.org. 943-2303, 943-
2785 or www.trcmaine.org.

MOLUNKUS TOWNSHIP — Ice fishing
derby sponsored by Twin County
Wheelers ATV Club, scheduled for
Saturday, Feb. 6, on Molunkus Lake
has been canceled because of con-
cerns about ice conditions. The Twin
County Wheelers raffle drawing will be
held the evening of Feb. 6 at Bentos
Grocery in Macwahoc. 619-0025 or
twincountywheelers@gmail.com.

PITTSFIELD — Ryan Parker, outreach
coordinator for Natural Resources
Council of Maine, will give a talk on
Elliotsville Plantation Inc.’s proposal to
create national park and recreation
area east of Baxter State Park, 6:30-8
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 11, First Univer-
salist Church of Pittsfield, 112 Easy
St. Parker will share photographs and
film to provide a glimpse of the land
and its special features, and talk
about the process of forming a
national park. Light refreshments
served. ryan@nrcm.org or 430-0144.

WINTER HARBOR — Winter birding
expedition, 9 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 6,
Schoodic Institute. Bring binoculars
and dress for the weather. Plan on
walking short distances. Spotting
scopes provided or bring your own.
Brunch, 11 a.m., Schooner Com-
mons. $30. To register, Michelle, 288-
1356. Park in north parking lot, meet
in Schooner Commons Lounge.
schoodicinstitute.org.

(also known as Harden Farm
Road) off Eagle Lake Road in Bar
Harbor. From there, you can
pick up the Kebo Brook Trail on
the north end of the cemetery
and hike 0.3 miles to Kebo Moun-
tain Trail.

Information: Rising 407 feet
above sea level, Kebo Mountain
is one of the shortest named
peaks in Acadia National Park
that can be explored by public
hiking trail. Located just outside
downtown Bar Harbor, the small
mountain is easy to find and of-
fers a relatively quiet hike com-
pared to other, more popular
mountains in the park.

Only one trail will bring you
to the summit of Kebo Moun-
tain. The 0.9-mile Kebo Moun-
tain Trail travels up and over
the mountain, tracing its ridge
from north to south and passing
over the summit, which is
marked with a wooden sign set
in a pile of rocks.

The Kebo Mountain Trail
does not have a trailhead at a
parking lot. It must be reached
by hiking a short distance on ei-
ther the Kebo Brook Trail or the
Hemlock Trail. The distance
varies from 0.3 miles to 0.6 miles,
depending on where you choose
to park.

If you start on the Kebo Brook
Trail, you’ll walk through a
mixed forest including many
oak trees, as well as hemlock
trees, yellow and white birch
trees and the occasional spruce
tree. The Kebo Brook Trail is
surfaced with gravel and travels
over fairly even terrain. It will
lead you to the north end of Kebo
Mountain Trail, which leads up
a set of granite steps, crosses
over Park Loop Road and quick-
ly ascends the mountain.

As the Kebo Mountain Trail
climbs the mountain’s north
slope, the forest quickly transi-
tions to a forest of short, twisted
jack pines. The trail travels over
exposed granite bedrock and an
orange forest floor of dead pine
needles. To the sides of the trail
are some delicate beds of lichens
and mosses.

The trail is marked by blue
blazes painted on tree trunks,
and in just 0.3 miles reaches the
mountain’s summit, which is
forested.

Continuing south, past the
summit, the trail travels along
the mountain’s ridge, dipping
down and then climbing to an-
other high point on the moun-
tain. Along the way, hikers are
rewarded by partial views of
the ocean and nearby moun-
tains, and unmarked side trails
lead to more open views of the
nearby Porcupine Islands.

The trail then makes its final
descent, traveling over a jum-
ble of rocks and ending at the
Hemlock Trail 0.6 miles from
the summit.

At the Hemlock Trail, you
can choose to turn left or right,
depending on the route you’ve
selected on your trail map.

If you turn right, you’ll hike
the Hemlock Trail for 0.2 miles,
then turn right onto the Gorge
Path, which you’ll follow 0.8
miles, crossing the Park Loop
Road, until it brings you back
to the Kebo Brook Trail.

If you turn left, you’ll hike
the Hemlock Trail for 0.2 miles
and turn left onto the
Stratheden Trail, which you’ll
follow 0.7 miles, crossing the
Park Loop Road, until it brings
you back to the Kebo Brook
Trail.

Dogs are permitted if kept on
a leash no longer than 6 feet at
all times.

All visitors to Acadia Na-
tional Park are required to pay
an entrance fee upon entry
May to October. For a private
vehicle, a pass is $25 and is
good for seven days. Passes can
be purchased at visitor and in-
formation centers throughout
the park and Mount Desert Is-
land. For more information
about park passes and park
regulations, visit nps.gov/
acad/planyourvisit/ or call
288-3338.

Personal note: For much of
the year, Acadia National Park
is swamped with visitors. But
during the park’s offseason,
from November to April, cer-
tain park roads are closed and
visitation drops drastically.
That’s when I like to get out my
ice cleats, snowshoes or cross-
country skis and explore some
of Acadia’s trails. It’s nice to be
able to enjoy the beauty of the
park without the crowds.

It was 36 degrees and hailing
last week when I started my
hike up Kebo Mountain with
my dog, Oreo. To navigate the
trails, I used the detailed wa-
terproof trail map I purchased
at park headquarters for $10.
Produced by Map Adventures,
the map is much more detailed
than the free trail maps you
can pick up at various informa-

tion centers around the island.
To tackle the ice on the trail,

I wore ice cleats called STABI-
Licers, made by a Biddeford-
based company.

Kebo Mountain didn’t have
much for scenic views, but it
was a nice nature walk I’d rec-
ommend to anyone looking for
a quiet hike or an introduction
to the terrain of Acadia’s moun-
tains. Along the ridge, the jack
pine forest was beautiful.
Through the trees, I did catch
glimpses of the ocean. Howev-
er, I had to walk off the main
trail to find a wide open view of
the Porcupine Islands to the
east. By the looks of the packed
forest floor, I was on an unoffi-
cial side trail.

Oreo and I continued past
the summit and down the south
side of the mountain, then
turned left on the Hemlock
Trail and looped around on the
Stratheden Trail, following
along the base of the steep east
side of the mountain. Along the
way, we spooked two ruffed
grouse, known by many as par-
tridge, and a white-tailed deer.
We also ran into what looked
like trail work in progress,
stakes tied with bright pink
flagging tape and wooden
boards used for building trail
steps and preventing erosion.

One person would pull the
handcart around the rink by
hand while two others worked
to keep the warm hose from

touching the ice. The warm
hose dragging on the fresh ice
created ruts, Searles said.

Searles’ coworker, Bob
Caron Jr., was instrumental in
fabricating the new resurfac-
er, which is attached to a lawn
tractor. That fabrication time
was covered by the town’s pub-

lic works department, where
Caron works.

The tractor, which is also
used in the summer months
for maintenance, has an en-
closed cab with small heater
inside.

“It’s a lot more comfortable”
than using the previous meth-

od, Grivois said. “It’s nice to
be out of the cold.”

The rink is open for public
skating, hockey programs
and special events. For sched-
ules and more information,
visit the “ Van Buren Ice
Skating Rink” page on Face-
book.
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The Porcupine Islands are seen from a granite ledge on Kebo Mountain, which rises 407 feet above
sea level near downtown Bar Harbor.
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